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Mission of the Month: The Pittsburgh Project 

Connecting Hearts Through Mission 

1985! That was my first year serving as St. 
Andrew’s Director of Youth Ministries and 
the start of The Pittsburgh Project. What 
looked like a one-time service camp 
became 35 years of developing young 
servant leaders. 
 
Over the years, The Pittsburgh Project has 
grown from a few weeks each summer 
repairing the homes of vulnerable 
individuals in Pittsburgh to entire summers 
full of high school students doing minor 
home repair and developing their love for 
Jesus Christ.    
    
Throughout its 35 years ,The Pittsburgh 
Project has remained true to its vision: 
That Pittsburgh will be called a City of 
Truth, where once again men and 
women of ripe old age will sit in the 
streets each with cane in hand because 
of age, and where the city streets will be 
filled with boys and girls playing there 
(adapted from Zechariah 8:4-5). 
 
St. Andrew’s ETC has remained a constant 
support of The Pittsburgh Project.  
Beginning with 18 students and four adults, 
driving vans to Pittsburgh has remained a 
service camp tradition for ETC. As many 
as 44 students and multiple adult leaders 
have spent a week practicing Christian 
service to vulnerable homeowners while 
simultaneously developing friendships with 
high school students from across America.    
 
In 2007, the U.S. experienced a recession 
that impacted many across the country. 
The Pittsburgh Project was not immune to 
this economic downturn, and the charitable 
giving to nonprofits took a toll. But The 
Pittsburgh Project pressed on, continuing 
to host summer service camp despite 
budget constraints. St. Andrew likewise 
remained involved, sending students and 
leaders each summer.  
 
In 2019, The Pittsburgh Project 
experienced more financial difficulties and 
made the tough decision to not host 

service camp and to lay off many 
employees during the same time that the 
COVID-19 Pandemic was taking effect.    
 
St. Andrew was invited to still come out to 
Pittsburgh and host our very own week of 
service. We were offered the use of The 
Pittsburgh Project facilities and tools that 
would allow for us to put together a 
meaningful week of service for our 
students. Having spent 35 years alongside 
The Pittsburgh Project, we were convinced 
that we could put together our own week of 
service, calling on our contacts in 
Pittsburgh to help us along the way.   
   
Then COVID-19 really raised its ugly head, 
and all trips and in-person events were 
cancelled at St. Andrew. The Pittsburgh 
Project also canceled any overnight events 
that might be taking place on their campus.   

 
That meant, for the first time in 35 years, 
St. Andrew’s ETC would not be traveling to 
Pittsburgh!   
 
This was a huge disappointment for many 
of our students who, after seeing their past 
year of high school change, also had to 
scrap their summer plans. But planning for 
2021 is already happening, and Lord 
willing, we will once again make the 13-
hour trek to the north side of Pittsburgh 
and The Pittsburgh Project. 
 
To see what The Pittsburgh Project has 
been up to during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
and how they are continuing to serve their 
neighborhood, please visit their website: 
https://www.pittsburghproject.org/. 
 
² Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministry 
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