
April 5, 2021

Dear Members and Friends of St. Andrew,

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord. It is good to be with you in the season of Easter. During Lent,
grief looms strong. Loss, failure, abandonment seem inevitable. Especially this year, with the pandemic,
we grieve so many things.

But arriving at Easter morning, we awaken and find that death is not final. God uses what is familiar, and
even broken. Christ’s sacrifice generates newness, stirs delight.

Spring is a time for renewal. My familiar (but frozen) backyard sprouts lettuce from the melting snow.
Children range the neighborhood parks, but I don’t recognize them because of how they have grown.
Birds return from their winter homes to announce the arrival of the sun each morning outside my window.

As you know, Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives is the theme of our current capital campaign lasting
from October 2019 to September 2022. The theme comes from Romans 12:2, “Be transformed by the
renewal of your minds, so that you may know the will of God — what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

So far, we have 131 families or individuals joining the campaign for a total of $1,114,964. Your gifts pay
the monthly mortgage on the church building and reduce principal on the loan. If you are not yet
participating and would like more information, please contact John Benson (finance@saintandrew-ic.org)
or the church office (office@saintandrew-ic.org).

The theme of the campaign emphasizes transformation that comes to our lives when we seek connection
with God. Reflecting on the events of Holy Week, we see that God fosters an intimate, familiar presence
in our lives. Many aspects of Holy Week at St. Andrew this year seemed familiar, yet new:

● The labyrinth used in the Melrose church, laid out like a welcome mat in the Atrium.
● Abundant Easter flowers, displayed for a mostly digital audience.
● Our youth leading the “SonRise” service, with a “drive-in” crowd.
● Worshipping together in community, shepherded by a new Lead Pastor.

As we look for ways to connect with God and with others, we are confident that God is leading us to what
is good and acceptable and perfect. Thank you for your courage, your vision, your gifts.

Yours,

Ch�i�t���
Christina Charis-Donelson
On behalf of the Stewardship Team
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