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church building closed (no
hint of panic) thank you,
all, for giving. grace.

January 2021

Dear St. Andrew members and friends:

My family teases me for reading books backwards. I read the beginning. If I like the characters, I read the end. If
I like the end, I read the middle. Serving on the Stewardship Team is similar. We know the characters — God,
St. Andrew members, and our wonderful church staff. And we know the end — God’s love is steadfast, Christ’s
victory is for everyone. What comes in the middle is the surprise and the fun part about stewardship.

As 2020 began, we were settling into our new building and feeling more comfortable financially than we’d been
in some time (both operationally and capital campaign-wise). When the pandemic closed the world down, there
was so much uncertainty. We worried how much this would impact our finances and, accordingly, our ability to
do God’s work. We were expecting a new head pastor. We are faithful people, but none of us had experienced
anything like this before.

We ended 2020 with a “net income” of $24,000, despite a 6% drop in year-over-year giving starting in March.
This is a testament to those who made virtual worship a meaningful and reliable experience. Thank you to
everyone participating in the recent discussions on radical reconciliation and inclusivity. We are so proud of the
ways St. Andrew continues to connect with mission partners locally and beyond.

We are grateful for the overwhelming support for the Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives capital campaign,
including tremendous early contributions. As a result of your generosity, we reduced loan principal from
$4.5 million at the beginning of 2020 to $3.9 million year end. We also modified the loan to lower the rate to
3.85%, with that rate locked in place until the end of 2027. Thank you for your regular payments to cover the
monthly mortgage. The response to the capital campaign highlights our hope for the future.

Please read the Annual Report to find more about all the ministry and outreach that happened in 2020 even
while physical distancing. We had 109 families or individuals pledging to the annual budget, and 295 giving to
St. Andrew for any reason. Our stewardship is not transactional; our giving is an expression of faith; we serve a
marvelous God.

For more information, contact any team member. We look forward to joining you at the Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday February 14.

In Christ,

Christina Donelson
On behalf of the Stewardship Team.
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