
 

Session Highlights 
Regular Meeting, May 21, 2020 

During its May 21 meeting, the St. Andrew Session voted to allow communion to be 
celebrated during the Worship Livestream scheduled for June 7, 2020. Pastors Danie 
de Beer and Kyle Otterbein began a discussion of the theological and practical 
applications of the Session’s decision during their Online Meetup on Friday May 22.


The Worship Team and other church leaders have begun discussions of how St. 
Andrew will return to public worship, looking at the most up-to-date information from 
public health experts and at the most recent recommendations from the PC(USA) 
Office of the General Assembly. Because the situation remains in flux, no date has 
been sent for when St. Andrew will return to public worship. The Presbytery of East 
Iowa is recommending that congregations not consider returning to public worship 
until, at the very earliest, June 26 — the date Iowa’s COVID-19 infection rate is 
estimated to fall below one case per 1 million people. 


Session has called for a Congregational Meeting to elect the next class of Elders, 
Deacons, and other church officers. The Nominating Team will put forward a slate of 
candidates within the next few weeks. The Congregational Meeting has been 
scheduled to take place over Zoom at 11 a.m. June 14. Log in information will be 
provided closer to the meeting date.


Session reviewed the latest draft of the Ministry Information Form being compiled by 
the Pastor Nominating Committee as part of the process for searching for St. Andrew’s 
next called pastor  When the form is completed, the PNC will request a special Session 
meeting to approve the final draft, which then goes for approval by the Presbytery’s 
Ministers and Congregations Commission.


Session approved the Building and Grounds Team’s recommendation to move forward 
with construction for the next phase of the church playground. The money already has 
been raised for the project, so Session’s approval means the Playground Team can 
order the play structures to be installed this summer. (The Playground Team is grateful 
to Terry Robinson, who is offering his expertise on creating an appealing playground 
that meets industry standards for safety.)


Session approved the Interiors Team’s request to move forward with purchasing eight 
additional blue chairs to match those in the upper and lower atrium areas.


https://youtu.be/wLxSRCpbjNI
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/covid-19/returning_to_public_worship_may_2020.pdf?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+Coronavirus+briefing+and+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+(U+S+A)&utm_campaign=Covid-19-daily+news+-+May+21,+2020
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/covid-19/returning_to_public_worship_may_2020.pdf?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+Coronavirus+briefing+and+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+(U+S+A)&utm_campaign=Covid-19-daily+news+-+May+21,+2020
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/searching-for-a-new-pastor
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/searching-for-a-new-pastor


 

In term of Mission, Session approved the following requests from the Mission, 
Outreach & Service Team:

• $1,200 to Impacto, Guatemala, for staff support.

• $1,200 to Ludvicek Family Mission, Mission Aviation Fellowship, Indonesia.

• $3,000 to Perry and Beth Oakes.

• $455 to help pay the visa expenses for Gabe Barbieri, one of this year’s Brazilian 

Ministry Immersion Program participants.


Session also heard reports on how other St. Andrew ministries and programs have 
moved online:

• Pastor Kyle has been using Zoom and YouTube to meet with confirmands and 

prepare faith statements via video for the Session to examine.

• St. Andrew’s Access Inclusive Mission is hosting its All Abilities Celebration Art 

Exhibition on the church’s website: http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/all-
abilities-art-gallery.


• Randy Hausler has compiled an online tribute to St. Andrew’s 14 high school 
graduates: http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/graduation-2020.


The next regular Session meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday June 18. For more 
information about past Session meetings, visit http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session.


— Jeff Charis-Carlson, May 23, 2020
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