
Session Highlights, July 2020 

During its regular meeting on July 16, 2020, St. Andrew’s Session heard reports on the updated plans for 
reopening the Sanctuary to limited in-person worship — authorizing the Worship Team to continue working 
with staff members to find a way to reopen in keeping with guidance from public health officials and church 
leaders. While St. Andrew's Sunday morning services will continue to be livestreamed from the Sanctuary, 
the Worship Team is looking into the possibility of smaller in-person worship services to be held outdoors at 
other times. 

The Session also encouraged St. Andrew’s staff members to develop and publicize their plans for ministry 
opportunities in the fall. Those plans have been complicated by the recent announcement that public 
schools in Iowa City could begin the school year online-only, and Elders urge the staff to publicize at least 
the broad strokes of their plans as soon as possible. 

The Finance Team reports that Two Rivers Bank would be open to multiple options for refinancing the terms 
of St. Andrew’s remaining $4.2 million in loans. The Session gave the team authority to review the options 
and decide which best serves the longterm needs of the church. 

The Land Sales Team gave a presentation on the projected financial impact to the congregation of selling 
neither, only one, or both of St. Andrew’s two listed properties. After the presentation, the Session voted to 
extend church’s listing agreement with local real estate agent Jeff Edberg for both Outlot A (west of the 
church building) and the Triangle (on the other side of the ravine south of the church building). The team 
continues to respond to any expressed interest in the properties and will bring any offers to the Session for 
discussion. 

In light of recent news that Fifth Ward Saints will be disbanding, the Session asked the church staff to reach 
out to the group’s leaders and see what could be done to allow the character-building sports organization to 
continue its ministry on the church property. 

The July 16 meeting was the final regular meeting for elders Jeff Charis-Carlson, Dave DeGroot, Myrna 
Farraj, and Emma Gibson. Their terms of office expire at the end of July. Elders-elect Susie Engelhardt, 
Gregs Thomopulos, Crispin Ng’oma and Heidi Schmidt-Rundell officially begin their terms in August. We 
want to thank the outgoing elders for their service and welcome the incoming elders to the group. 

Finally, the Session called a Congregational Meeting via Zoom following the worship service on 
August 2, 2020. The purpose of the meeting is to fill the remaining Deacon position for the Class of 2023. 
St. Andrew member Julia Druckmiller has agreed to serve. 



Please keep St. Andrew’s Deacons and Elders in your prayers as they continue to keep their own minds 
and hearts attuned to what God has in mind for this congregation. Minutes from past Session meetings are 
available on the church website: http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session.  

— submitted by Jeff Charis-Carlson, July 17, 2020
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