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During its regular August meeting, St. Andrew’s Session discussed the plans for online 
outreach during the Fall (the St. Andrew Faith Network) as well as plans for gradually 
reopening the building for new worship opportunities and outside ministry uses. 
 
*As physical distancing continues, St. Andrew’s lay leaders and staff are working to connect 
every member and friend of the congregation with others who will maintain contact, share 
prayer concerns, create partnership, and offer encouragement. The plan ( called the St. 
Andrew Faith Network )  will integrate the church’s various ministries, serving as our model 
for Sunday School, Spark, BASIC, ETC, music ministries, adult education and discipleship, 
and special events. (Heather Woodin provided a short explanation of the network during her 
Children’s Message on August 23.) 
 
*Because of COVID concerns, the University of Iowa’s DeGowin Blood Center has been 
unable to organize mobile blood drives in one-time locations. Searching for some longer-
term temporary locations, the center has reached out to St. Andrew and asked for use of our 
Pop-Up Ministry Room throughout the month of September. 
 
Recognizing the public heath need for more blood donation, the Session agreed to the 
request. The center will hold several drives throughout the next few weeks, following the 
rigorous safety standards put into place by the university and CDC. 
 
*St. Andrew also has a long term relationship with the Neighborhood Centers of Johnson 
County. Because the public schools no longer are allowing use of their building , the 
Pheasant Ridge center has asked to use a few classrooms and the MPR at St. Andrew for 
academic services. The programming is for a much smaller number of children than our 
Sunday School or *spark* groups, and therefore the request involves a much different level 
of risk for COVID-19 infection.  
 
*With the building beginning to open for outside ministries, the Session also discussed plans 
for beginning Outdoor Worship Services (Vespers) and inviting a larger in-person 
congregation during the Worship Livestream on Sunday mornings. For the past few 
Sundays, the services have been opened to the families of worship participants, and people 
have been adhering to the safety policies of wearing face coverings, singing in their hearts, 
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and greeting each other from at least six feet away. Invitations to join the in-person 
congregation will be expanded gradually over the next few weeks. 
 
The Worship Team expects to put forward a recommendation to Session next month for 
purchasing additional equipment to ensure that livestreaming of our worship services 
continues to improve — ensuring that all friends and members of St. Andrew, regardless of 
their physical location, can join in worship each week. 
 
The Finance Team reports that while church giving has decreased slightly, expenses have 
not yet increased. As such, we are meeting present needs. A lower loan rate for the church’s 
mortgage was locked in with Two Rivers Bank, giving St. Andrew more stability for the next 
seven years in regard to knowing what the loan payments will be. 
 
In terms of Mission and Outreach, the Session approved MOS’s request for $5,000 for use 
by the St. Andrew Dercho Relief Efforts led by Heather Woodin. The Session also approved 
staff members begin discussions with the Presbytery of East Iowa about hosting outside 
clean-up groups in the area.  

The next Session meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. September 17. Information about past 
meetings can be found on the Session page of the church website. 
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