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DOUBLING DOWN ON ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION THIS FALL2
Dear Ones,

Gerald West, in his fascinating book Reading Otherwise, makes many insightful observations about 
Christian education in its current form within the broader Church. He writes that biblical scholarship has 
too often moved from “the faith community to the academy—ceasing deep engagement with the people 
on issues of contemporary faith and contextual biblical study.”

I take West’s comment as a real challenge for the Church—and especially for our congregation.

Let me tell you why!

When we were holding two services on Sunday mornings (8:30 and 11 a.m.) our Adult Christian Education 
program was constrained (or better put, squeezed) due to time limitations and members of Logos Choir 
and other musical ensembles having to leave classes early for rehearsal.

As a pastor, after greeting 8:30 a.m. worship participants, I was left with about a half-hour time block to 
teach a class before having to prepare for the 11 a.m. service.

But now, with our shift to one service at 9:30 a.m., it’s possible to offer a multiplicity of educational 
offerings after worship  with at least one class offering a biblically-based topic.

Beginning Sunday Sept. 25, I will be teaching a three-week class, “Outside-the-Box: New Things About 
the New Testament,” where we will explore how the New Testament texts were formulated and selected 
for inclusion in the Bible. We will also examine the chronological order in which these texts were written 
and learn about other so-called gospels that did not make the editorial cut! 

As you can read Page 3, starting that same Sunday, Pastor Kyle Otterbein will begin an eight-week 
class exploring what it means for St. Andrew to serve as a Matthew 25 Congregation, and International 
Peacemaker Carmen Elena Diaz Anzora (see Page 8) will be available in the Sanctuary for a 
presentation on her important work in El Salvador.

Later in October, St. Andrew’s Mental Health Initiatives Ministry will be bringing in Suzanne Freedman 
for a conversation on “Interpersonal Forgiveness,” and Mark Martin, St. Andrew’s pastor emeritus, will 
be teaching a five-week class, “Creating a Trustworthy Space for Sharing.”

As Pastor Mark notes, trust is becoming a precious and fleeting commodity these days. In families, 
churches, and social groups, we find that it is harder to talk to one another about things that matter to us. 
Our shared experiences of anger, derision, and flat-out rejection have led us to trust fewer folks and to 
share less. So this class will explore whether there are any ways to create a space where we can explore 
difficult topics with respect, restraint, and genuine trust.

Other class offerings may be added during the fall, and specially-focused classes will be offered during the 
Advent season.

There is the old saying that “everything changes!”, and that has certainly been the case for us here at St. 
Andrew this summer!

It is my hope that these changes—staff, programming, schedule—will surprise us this fall as we continue 
to love and learn as a community of faith. 

And because I love the classroom, and have missed it since I arrived as your pastor, I hope not to be a 
teacher but rather an awakener as we learn together about the Bible!

Much Peace and Blessings for your Fall!

Pastor Rob

The Rev. W. Robert Martin III
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
140 Gathering Place Lane

Iowa City, IA 52246

Email: rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 650-283-0167

3Interpersonal Forgiveness, with Suzanne Freedman (Oct. 9): 
The church is supposed to be a place of 
healing, right? But how many times have we 
walked away broken, depressed, or 
frustrated.
Maybe someone was having a bad day, so 
they snapped at us or shot us an angry 
glare. Maybe someone acted in an unkind 
manner. But the Christian message is one of 
“Good News,” which is mentioned at least 19 
times in the Bible.
So why aren’t we happy?
The church is relational: a community of seekers, believers, and, yes, imperfect 
persons who are striving to find some meaning and purpose for their lives. But 
sometimes, we get hurt in the process by an unkind word or a hostile glance. As 
we sit in the pews during worship, can we really love one another, uphold each 
other, and forgive?
Suzanne Freedman comes to us to help answer that question. As part of the 
International Peace Institute, which has the goal of healing hearts and promoting 
peace, Freedman is an expert on difficulties we all might have with how to forgive 
those who’ve mistreated us. In Matthew 5:14-15, Jesus teaches us: “For if you 
forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if 
you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.”
So, actually, a lot is at stake. And in Romans 12:19 it says: “Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’”
Don’t we all want to be granted forgiveness from others as well? What it all comes 
down to is this: “And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them”.
(Luke 6:31). Come hear Suzanne Freedman speak about ways to strengthen our 
religious community, our families, and our friendships, by extending interpersonal 
forgiveness to one another.
St. Andrew, by the grace of God, will never be the same.
— Marcia A. Murphy, Mental Health Initiatives Ministry

“Outside the Box: New Stuff about the New 
Testament,” Rev. Rob Martin (Sept. 25 - Oct. 9): 
This three-week Adult Education Class will explore 
how the New Testament texts were formulated and 
selected for inclusion in 
the Bible. We will also 
examine the 
chronological order in 
which these texts were 
written and learn about 
other so-called gospels 
that did not make the 
editorial cut!  
Participants should feel 
free to speak openly about their own perspectives 
without fear of judgment or dismissal—and no 
question will be turned away. Please email Pastor 
Rob at rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org or call him at  
650-283-0167 if you have any questions about 
joining the class.

“Practicing Matthew 25 
Living,” Rev. Kyle 
Otterbein (Sept. 25 - Nov. 
13): This eight-week 
class will explore what it 
means for friends and 
members of St. Andrew to 
have chosen to serve 
Christ as vibrant Matthew 
25 Congregation.

Each week the interactive 
discussion will dig deeper 
into the various aspects of the 
Matthew 25 designation: Wisdom & 
Discernment, Justice, Hospitality, 
Compassion, Unity, Humility, Grace, 
and Gratitude.

“Creating a Trustworthy Space for Sharing,” led by Rev. Mark Martin (Oct. 16 - Nov. 13):

More and more, trust is becoming a precious and fleeting commodity these days. We find 
that in families, churches, and social groups it is harder to talk to one another about things 
that matter to us. Our shared experiences of anger, derision, and flat-out rejection have led 
us to trust fewer folks and share less. Is there any way to create a space where we can 
explore difficult topics with respect, restraint, and genuine trust? That is what we will 
consider in our five weeks together.

Our primary resource will be the book The Courage Way, by Shelly L. Francis and the 
Center for Courage and Renewal. Here we find 11 “touchstones” for creating a safe space 
to talk about things that matter to us. These apply to all groups from families to businesses, 
from schools to churches. By learning these guidelines, we will be able to form strong 
boundaries for our interactions and interrupt the power dynamics that often destroy trust. It 
is a positive way to be the “leaven” in our communities and world that Jesus calls us to be. 
Join us for spirited conversation and the mutual creation of trust.
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ROOTED IN FAITH

Slowly but surely, I’m settling into Iowa 
City and St. Andrew. I’ve even had my 
first, but definitely not last, trip to the 
Iowa State Fair. I’ve appreciated the 
warm welcome from the St. Andrew 
community, and I am looking forward 
to meeting more of you. I’m especially 
excited to resume Logos Choir 
rehearsals on Sept. 7. 
One of the quotes that is guiding me 
this year is from the outstanding book 
The Art of Gathering, by Priya Parker: 
“When we don’t examine the deeper 
assumptions behind why we gather, 
we end up skipping too quickly to 
replicating old, staid formats of 
gathering. And we forgo the possibility 
of creating something memorable, 
even transformative.”
From my perspective, when we have 
a clear and compelling purpose, 
things go much more smoothly. The 
better we can articulate the purpose 
behind an event, the more likely we’ll 
have others come, especially 
community members. Or if we need to 
pivot, we can do so more easily. An 
effective purpose captivates and 
captures the imagination. It distills into 
the essence of what we value so it 
comes from a deep place and reflects 
our values more clearly. Even 
successful events can become stale 
and not transformative if not 
consistently re-evaluated. 
Ever since I heard the phrase “Rooted in Faith” from your current Capital Campaign, I’ve thought about what that means for 
St. Andrew at this time, especially with change in staff, a relatively new building, and COVID. In my opinion, rootedness includes 
focusing on strengthening community, re-discovering traditions, and creating new traditions. Ultimately, this is in service of being 
transformed by God through proclaiming God’s love through music, worship, and serving the community. From my perspective, 
music helps build community, preaches the Gospel, and enables us to connect deeply with God.
For St. Andrew’s Music Ministries, I have a few goals in mind for this year:
• To ensure that music in worship reflects a variety of historical eras, composers, and cultures, as well as balancing familiar with 
unfamiliar music—keeping in mind that the congregation values diversity, equity, and inclusion.
• To strengthen community in all ensembles.
• To renew Children’s and Student Music and to increase Children’s and Student leadership in worship. This will include 
anthems, instrumental accompaniment on hymns, serving as readers, and participating in special events.
• To connect with the broader Iowa City community. I believe that connecting with the community is vital for the music ministry 
and the mission of the church.
Finally, if you know anybody who should be in choir, bells, or an instrumental ensemble, please contact me at 
awilson@saintandrew-ic.org. Logos Choir meets 7:15 p.m. Wednesday in the Choir Room and Resound Handbells meets 
6:15 pm Wednesday in the Sanctuary.
— Austen Wilson, director of Music Ministries

Austen Wilson, St. Andrew’s director of Music Ministries, offers a vocal solo during worship on Aug. 28.

MAKING ST. ANDREW’S MUSIC MINISTRY MEMORABLE, TRANSFORMATIVESEPT. 18 KICKS OFF SUNDAY SCHOOL WITH A FIELD DAY & MINISTRY FAIR

You are invited to connect with the St. 
Andrew community at a Ministry Fair and 
Sunday School Kickoff on Sept. 18 after the 
9:30 a.m. worship service!

We’ll have food, fellowship, and information 
on the many exciting ministries at St. Andrew 

— from music ensembles to Adult Education 
class, from Mission Projects to Small   Group. 
If you would like to have table for your 
mission or ministry activity, contact Thomas 
Hartley (thartley@saintandrew-ic.org).

Some of the activities will include musical 

chairs, handchimes, drumming, and much 
more!
And in case you haven’t met the St. Andrew’s 
new staff members, all will be available for 
conversation and questions the Ministry Fair.
Hope to see you there!

http://awilson@saintandrew-ic.org
http://thartley@saintandrew-ic.org
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6 7LEADING ST. ANDREW FROM ‘YOUTH MINISTRIES’ TO ‘STUDENT MINISTRIES’

GROW
ING TO SERVE

PLEASE JOIN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY JOYFULLY IN THIS SEASON OF ‘NEW’
When was the last time you heard 
teenagers described as “youth” outside of a 
church setting?

I can’t think of a time I hear it anywhere 
else. “Teenagers,” “teens,” “pre-teens,” 
“young people,” and “students” are 
adjectives you are much more likely to use 
or hear. 

“Youth” is only a church word these days.

It’s not an offensive word. or at least I’ve 
never heard a student say, “Stop calling me 
a youth,” but it does feel out of place.

“Youth” can also imply a lower social 
position of someone who shouldn’t be taken 
seriously or given respect. We want to honor 
and uplift our teenagers as we include them 
in all aspects of church life. 

“Student” acknowledges the serious work 
that our teens and pre-teens are doing at 
this time in their lives. 

“Student” describes what our teenagers do 
for large parts of their day. It is not their 
whole identity, but is the most dominant part 
of their lives right now. 

From classes to sports, band, choir, theater, 
and other extracurricular activities, our 
teens' lives and social circles are centered 
on this part of their identity. I just want to 
acknowledge that they not only are 
students, but that they are much, much 
more. Neither word is perfect, but what word 
can encompass the whole of any one of us? 

Calling myself an adult, a husband, or a 
student director are all true things, but no single one describes all of me. We all contain multitudes, so we do the best we can with titles. 

So why “student” specifically? 

“Youth” is an outdated word that doesn’t tell us much about the lives of our teens. We want to meet teens where they are and engage with their 
lives, that means recognizing how big a piece being a student is. 

Life in junior and senior high school can be challenging and hard and we want to recognize that. Additionally if we are seeking to include 
college students in our congregation and ministry, “youth” isn’t an adequate description for them. 

In College Ministry, we focus on how teens are moving from one stage of life to another. They are still students, but they are taking their first 
steps into adulthood. We want to support our current junior and senior high school students as they go through this transition, along with 
college-age members of our congregation. 

If you want to hear more or talk more, talk to me, I’m always happy to share. 

— Matt Moore, interim director of Student Ministries

“There’s 104 days of summer 
vacation, and school comes along 
just to end it …”

OK. Admittedly this reference to the 
mid-2000’s cartoon show, Phineas 
and Ferb, speaks to a rather niche 
audience: Too young for anyone 
born before 1990, and maybe even 
too old for anyone born after the 
year 2010?

But the point is still the same: How 
many of us find ourselves trudging 
toward the beginning of the school 
year, even if we’re not in school 
anymore? This fall, to combat your 
Back-to-School Blues, Children 
and Family Ministries is excited to 
bring back some old activities and 
to introduce some new ones, too!

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17: 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation has come: The 
old has gone, the new is here!” The 
new trio of Children and Family 
Ministries interim directors at St. 
Andrew are so excited to embark 
on this new journey.

We hope this year will bring new 
energy, new excitement, and new 
relationships into the lives of our 
church. The wonderful Heather 
Woodin left us with this fantastic 
advice, “Just tell people we’re 
going to try something new, and be 
excited about it!” So we’re going to 
celebrate the new!

To kick off the new year of Sunday 
School, we’ll start with a boom this year! We hope you, your family, and any number of 
friends can join us for our Sunday School Kickoff & Field Day on September 18! We’re 
celebrating and embracing a new year as an opportunity to grow the faith of our children, 
families, caregivers, teachers, and volunteers.

Now “new” doesn't have to mean “brand new,” sometimes we can just mean “re-new.”

With that in mind, we will be “re-newing” our midweek programming with 25LIVE, from 4:30 
to 6 p.m. on Thursdays starting Sept. 22. Stay tuned for more details what that will entail.

So, instead of drudging toward the end of summer, please join us joyfully in this season of 
“new.”

And don’t worry, I’ll try to vary the cartoon references!

— Thomas Hartley, interim director of Children’s and Family Ministries

Matt Moore (left) began Aug. 8 as St. Andrew’s interim director of Student Ministries, continuing 
the legacy of Randy Hausler (right), who served for 37 years as St. Andrew’s director of Youth 

Ministries. Matt and his wife Marissa (center) have been active leaders in ETC, St. Andrew’s 
senior high ministry. Both ETC and BASIC, the junior high ministry, have begun for the season.   

St. Andrew’s new trio of leaders for Children’s and Family Ministries includes (from left to right), Thomas 
Hartley, Nichole Hoffman, and Sara Penn. They will be leading a Conversation with Parents as the After 

Worship event on Sept. 11, and the Sunday School Kickoff 
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Matt Moore (left) began Aug. 8 as St. Andrew’s interim director of Student Ministries, continuing 
the legacy of Randy Hausler (right), who served for 37 years as St. Andrew’s director of Youth 

Ministries. Matt and his wife Marissa (center) have been active leaders in ETC, St. Andrew’s 
senior high ministry. Both ETC and BASIC, the junior high ministry, have begun for the season.   

St. Andrew’s new trio of leaders for Children’s and Family Ministries includes (from left to right), Thomas 
Hartley, Nichole Hoffman, and Sara Penn. They will be leading a Conversation with Parents as the After 

Worship event on Sept. 11, and the Sunday School Kickoff 
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Wandering the streets of Athens with two 
small children in tow, Fatima had nowhere to 
turn.

Left homeless following a massive fire that 
closed the Moria Refugee Camp in Greece, 
the native Afghani was arrested and 
imprisoned after unknowingly becoming 
involved with drug dealers.  

Devastated and alone in a Greek prison — 
her two little ones sent off to a shelter for 
unaccompanied children — Fatima may as 
well have been invisible, until her case was 
referred to Lesvos Solidarity, a migrant 
justice organization. They collaborated with 
human rights lawyers to secure her release 
from prison, provide her with housing close 
to her children and help her find 
employment. She now supports other 
women who are in a vulnerable position like 
she was.

“Injustice must not become invisible,” said 
Efi Latsoudi, one of the founders of Lesvos 
Solidarity, a Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
partner. “If refugees are seen as a threat 
coming to invade your country, people don’t 
see their human face. People are afraid; and 
ultimately, we fear the stranger.”

Lesvos Solidarity embodies the goals of the 
Peace & Global Witness Offering, which 
encourage the church to cast off anxiety, 
fear, discord and division and welcome the 
stranger as we are called to do in Matthew 25. 

“Lesvos Solidarity is a living example of how we can show love to the stranger and promote dignity among those who flee war and 
poverty,” said Luciano Kovacs, area coordinator, Middle East and Europe for the PC(USA). “Helping those who leave war-infested 
areas is a peacemaking act.”

The annual Offering is traditionally received on World Communion Sunday, October 2. It is a shared offering with 50 percent 
supporting peacemaking and global witness work around the world, 25 percent retained by congregations like ours for local peace 
and reconciliation work, and 25 percent to mid councils for peacemaking ministries on the regional level. 

For Lesvos Solidarity’s founder, Efi Latsoudi, it all comes back to witnessing.

“The most important thing for me is not to close the eyes,” she said. “As hard, uncomfortable and painful as it sounds, we need to be 
aware of what is happening in this world, and to stand in solidarity in any way that we can. We also need to create connection, 
because what is happening in the U.S. and in other places is all connected. Sometimes when all we feel is the distance and how 
small we are, it’s hard to feel the connection. But when we become aware, we see that we are not so small and that there are 
miracles happening everywhere.”

Peace begins with each of us. Through this Peace & Global Witness Offering, we connect to confront systems of injustice and 
promote reconciliation in places around the world — and right here at home.

Please give what you can.  For when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray: God of the traveler, God of the journey, please protect our siblings who have been displaced from their homes in search 
of shelter and safety. May we be instruments of your peace as we welcome others as we would welcome Jesus. Amen.

LOUISVILLE — With a month to go before she begins her stint as 
an International Peacemaker, Carmen Elena Diaz Anzora is 
looking forward to discussing the issues facing her home country 
of El Salvador and chatting about her church’s collaborative work 
with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

“I am happy because I feel that this participation (as an 
International Peacemaker) will help me grow in faith as well as 
personally and professionally,” said Diaz, an executive committee 
member of the Calvinist Reformed Church of El Salvador 
(IRCES).

The fall contingent of peacemakers will be the first to visit the 
country in person since COVID prompted the PC(USA) to adopt a 
virtual approach to the program two years ago. And Carmen will 
be visiting the Presbytery of East Iowa from Sept. 23-27. She will 
address the Presbytery meeting scheduled for Sept. 24, and she 
will participate in worship and Adult Education at St. Andrew on 
Sept. 25.

As part of the nearly 40-year-old program, leaders from partner 
denominations and organizations around the world visit PC(USA) 
churches and mid councils to interpret issues of peace and 
justice.

“By sharing stories of their work and witness, the peacemakers 
help us understand peace and justice concerns around the world 
and provide insights that can inspire us to greater faithfulness,” 
according to the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program. “Their visits 
broaden our sense of God’s inclusive family and help equip us to 
build a culture of peace and nonviolence for all God’s children.”

As usual, many countries will be represented this year, including Cameroon, Malawi and Palestine, as the peacemakers visit various churches 
and the Louisville, Kentucky, headquarters of the PC(USA).

Diaz lives in the municipality of Soyapango, which is heavily populated and grappling with dangerous gangs and environmental concerns. “Due 
to population, commercial and industrial growth, the municipality has high rates of pollution from industrial waste and sewage,” Diaz said via 
written questionnaire.

On a national level, “El Salvador registers low levels of economic growth, and due to the COVID pandemic, the poverty rate has increased,” 
she said. Also, “there are high rates of violence (and) lack of employment, which constitutes a threat to social development and economic 
growth.”

In her church work, she is a member of the coordinating team of the IRCES migrant ministry and she also coordinates an education area. She 
draws on her background as the holder of a degree in educational sciences, with a specialization in education for peace. She also has training 
in psychosocial care and psychotraumatology.

“In the church, I have had the opportunity to coordinate different plans, projects and programs of coexistence and violence prevention and 
peace building,” she said.

IRCES and the PC(USA) have been collaborating on various projects for more than two decades, from constructing houses for people after 
earthquakes to leadership training. Her local church in Soyapango has a sister church in Pennsylvania.

One of Diaz’s goals as a peacemaker is “to share the testimony and work that we have done together with PC(USA) and IRCES and learn 
about the experiences and work of other people in the world,” she said. “I want to contribute with my work to the construction of peace and to 
generate the conditions so that in my community, in my country, there is peace and justice.”

The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program is one of the Compassion, Peace & Justice ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

— Darla Carter, Presbyterian News Service
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Presbyterian Church USA Peacemaker Carmen Elena Diaz Anzora will 
participate in worship and Adult Education at St. Andrew on Sunday Sept. 

25. For information, visit https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/
bringing-a-message-of-peace-and-justice-from-el-salvador.
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10MUSIC, CHILDREN’S, AND ADULT ED ACTIVITIES UPCOMING THIS FALL 11

St. Andrew’s Access and Inclusive Mission Ministry wants to thank the artists who submitted to this year’s All 
Abilities Art Exhibition: Mateo, Mike & Samantha Anderson; Allison, Jared & Patricia Benson; L’Engle, Lucy & Leif 
Charis-Carlson; Susan Cook;  Bryce D. Cox; David Duys; Paula Grady; Paul, Paul III, Piers, Kaevion & Rain Heidger; 
Nevaeh, Nichole & Scott Hoffman; Cary Maassen;  Marcia Murphy; Carly & Cecilia Norris; Pam Karp; Emily & Kate 
Rabe;  Emmitt, Erin, Heidi, Kaitlyn, Trenton & Wes Schmidt-Rundell; Jon Swearingen; Toni Van Voorhis; and David 
Weitzel.
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