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From the Leadership 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit ... (John 15:5) 

 

During these challenging days of social distancing, cancellations, and unanswered questions, St. Andrew is launching a new initiative 
to encourage, support, and lead all members of the St. Andrew family. 
 
We call it the St. Andrew Faith Network. 
 
Our goal is to connect every member and friend of our 
congregation with others who will maintain contact, share 
prayer concerns, create partnership, and offer 
encouragement. This plan will integrate our many 
ministries, serving as our model for Sunday School, 
*spark*, BASIC, ETC, music ministries, adult education 
and discipleship, and special events. 
 
In very general terms: We invite you to think of the 
congregation as a network of people and relationships. 
Within this living network, we connect with one another 
through ties of caring, learning, equipping, and serving. 
We plan to organize our members and friends in natural groupings of households with special volunteers, leaders, elders, and 
deacons serving as relational connections between these groupings. We will actively use these people connections to provide each 
member and friend needed ministry and opportunities to serve: phone calls, notes, delivering meals, Zoom meetings, and perhaps 
socially-distanced visits if circumstances allow. 
 
In addition, we will provide a number of resources to help people stay connected, learn together, grow in their faith, and lead others. 
This will include access to online Sunday School lessons, podcasts, “micro groups” (smaller than a small group), small music 
ensembles, and links to videos and websites. In addition, we will launch a series of storytelling videos, where St. Andrew members 

share a short story about a specific moment, event, or season of their lives -- much like The Moth Radio Hour.  

These efforts, we pray, will help us stay in touch and strengthen our ties.  
 
The St. Andrew Faith Network initiative kicked off with the worship service on Aug. 23. We are working 
to create a display in the Atrium showing our vital network of living connections within our congregation. 
This display will be shared virtually online and in our email communications until we can all see it in 
person when we return to gathering together. 
 

Kyle 

 
Rev. Kyle Otterbein 
Associate Senior Pastor 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
Iowa City, IA 52245 

Connect with the St. Andrew Faith Network 

https://themoth.org/radio-hour
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From the Leadership 

Session Highlights, August 20, 2020         

During its regular meeting on August 20, 
St. Andrew’s Session discussed the plans 
for online outreach during the Fall as well 
as plans for gradually reopening the 
building for new worship opportunities and 
outside ministry uses. 
 
*As physical distancing continues, St. 
Andrew’s leaders and staff are working to 
connect every member and friend of the 
congregation with others who will 
maintain contact, share prayer concerns, 
create partnership, and offer 
encouragement. The plan (called the St. 
Andrew Faith Network) will integrate the 
church’s ministries, serving as our model 
for Sunday School, *spark*, BASIC, ETC, 
music ministries, adult education and 
discipleship, and special events. (Heather 
Woodin provided a short explanation of 
the network during her Children’s 

Message on August 23.) [See Page 2.] 

*Because of COVID-19 concerns, the 
University of Iowa’s DeGowin Blood 
Center has been unable to organize 
mobile blood drives in one-time locations. 
Searching for some longer-term 
temporary locations, the center has 
reached out to St. Andrew and asked for 
use of our Pop-Up Ministry Room 

throughout the month of September. 

Recognizing the public heath need for 
more blood donation, the Session agreed 
to the request. The center will hold 
several drives throughout the next few 
weeks, following the rigorous safety 
standards put into place by the university 

and CDC. [See Page 10.] 

*St. Andrew also has a long term 
relationship with the Neighborhood 
Centers of Johnson County. Because the 
public schools no longer are allowing use 
of their building, the Pheasant Ridge 
center has asked to use a few classrooms 
and the MPR at St. Andrew for academic 

services. The programming is for a much 
smaller number of children than our 
Sunday School or *spark* groups, and 
therefore the request involves a much 
different level of risk for COVID-19 

infection. [See Page 8.] 

*With the building beginning to open for 
outside ministries, the Session also 
discussed plans for beginning Outdoor 
Worship Services and inviting a larger in-
person congregation during the Worship 
Livestream on Sunday mornings. For the 
past few Sundays, the services have 
been opened to the families of worship 
participants, and people have been 
adhering to the safety policies of wearing 
face coverings, singing in their hearts, 
and greeting each other from at least six 
feet away. Invitations to join the in-person 
congregation will be expanded gradually 

over the next few weeks. [See Page 11.] 

The Worship Team expects to put forward 
a recommendation to Session next month 
for purchasing additional equipment to 
ensure that livestreaming of our worship 
services continues to improve — ensuring 
that all friends and members of St. 
Andrew, regardless of their physical 

location, can join in worship each week. 

The Finance Team reports that while 
church giving has decreased slightly, 
expenses have not yet increased. As 

such, we are meeting present needs. A 
lower loan rate for the church’s mortgage 
was locked in with Two Rivers Bank, 
giving St. Andrew more stability for the 
next seven years in regard to knowing 
what the loan payments will be. [See 
Page 4.] 
 
At the request of some Session members, 
the Building and Grounds Team is looking 
into the costs of adding automatic doors 
to restrooms in the building. Restrooms in 
the building currently meet ADA 
compliance, but this feature would make 
them more user-friendly to congregation 
members with mobility challenges. 
 
In terms of Mission and Outreach, the 
Session approved MOS’s request for 
$5,000 for use by the St. Andrew Derecho 
Relief Efforts led by Heather Woodin. 
[See Page 8.] The Session also approved 
the opening of discussions with the 
Presbytery of East Iowa about having St. 
Andrew host outside clean-up groups, as 
the church did after the Flood of 2008. 
 
The next Session meeting is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. September 17.  
 
St. Andrew's Session meets at 7 pm on 
the third Thursday of each month. To look 
at meeting agendas and the minutes from 
any Session meeting, visit saintandrew-
ic.org/about/session. 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/faith-network
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/faith-network
https://youtu.be/WSsgcttgvWE
https://youtu.be/WSsgcttgvWE
https://youtu.be/WSsgcttgvWE
https://youtu.be/WSsgcttgvWE
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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Celebrating Stewardship 

Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words... 

— John Benson, Finance Administrator 
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Mission of the Month: The Pittsburgh Project 

Connecting Hearts Through Mission 

1985! That was my first year serving as St. 
Andrew’s Director of Youth Ministries and 
the start of The Pittsburgh Project. What 
looked like a one-time service camp 
became 35 years of developing young 
servant leaders. 
 
Over the years, The Pittsburgh Project has 
grown from a few weeks each summer 
repairing the homes of vulnerable 
individuals in Pittsburgh to entire summers 
full of high school students doing minor 
home repair and developing their love for 
Jesus Christ.    
    
Throughout its 35 years ,The Pittsburgh 
Project has remained true to its vision: 
That Pittsburgh will be called a City of 
Truth, where once again men and 
women of ripe old age will sit in the 
streets each with cane in hand because 
of age, and where the city streets will be 
filled with boys and girls playing there 
(adapted from Zechariah 8:4-5). 
 
St. Andrew’s ETC has remained a constant 
support of The Pittsburgh Project.  
Beginning with 18 students and four adults, 
driving vans to Pittsburgh has remained a 
service camp tradition for ETC. As many 
as 44 students and multiple adult leaders 
have spent a week practicing Christian 
service to vulnerable homeowners while 
simultaneously developing friendships with 
high school students from across America.    
 
In 2007, the U.S. experienced a recession 
that impacted many across the country. 
The Pittsburgh Project was not immune to 
this economic downturn, and the charitable 
giving to nonprofits took a toll. But The 
Pittsburgh Project pressed on, continuing 
to host summer service camp despite 
budget constraints. St. Andrew likewise 
remained involved, sending students and 
leaders each summer.  
 
In 2019, The Pittsburgh Project 
experienced more financial difficulties and 
made the tough decision to not host 

service camp and to lay off many 
employees during the same time that the 
COVID-19 Pandemic was taking effect.    
 
St. Andrew was invited to still come out to 
Pittsburgh and host our very own week of 
service. We were offered the use of The 
Pittsburgh Project facilities and tools that 
would allow for us to put together a 
meaningful week of service for our 
students. Having spent 35 years alongside 
The Pittsburgh Project, we were convinced 
that we could put together our own week of 
service, calling on our contacts in 
Pittsburgh to help us along the way.   
   
Then COVID-19 really raised its ugly head, 
and all trips and in-person events were 
cancelled at St. Andrew. The Pittsburgh 
Project also canceled any overnight events 
that might be taking place on their campus.   

 
That meant, for the first time in 35 years, 
St. Andrew’s ETC would not be traveling to 
Pittsburgh!   
 
This was a huge disappointment for many 
of our students who, after seeing their past 
year of high school change, also had to 
scrap their summer plans. But planning for 
2021 is already happening, and Lord 
willing, we will once again make the 13-
hour trek to the north side of Pittsburgh 
and The Pittsburgh Project. 
 
To see what The Pittsburgh Project has 
been up to during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
and how they are continuing to serve their 
neighborhood, please visit their website: 
https://www.pittsburghproject.org/. 
 
— Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministry 

https://www.pittsburghproject.org/
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Connecting Hearts through Service 

Dozens of St. Andrew members have traveled to Cedar Rapids several times over the past month to minister to 
residents whose lives have been uprooted by the derecho wind storm. Working with the Presbytery of East Iowa, St. 
Andrew volunteers helped staff the Loaves and Fishes pantry of our sister church, Westminster Presbyterian, and 
working with the New Covenant Bible Church, volunteers spent hours and hours chainsawing and removing  branches 

from the Tower Terrace Mobile Home Park in Hiawatha. 

Heather Woodin continues to coordinate with the Presbytery to keep up with requests for help in Cedar Rapids, and 
Session recently approved the use of $5,000 in mission funds to be used for clean-up and recovery efforts. New 
volunteer opportunities will be posted to the church website, Facebook page, and App. 

Cleaning Up After the Storm 

https://www.facebook.com/crwpc/
https://www.mhvillage.com/parks/9664
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Renewing Lives through Service 
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Family, Children’s & Music Ministries 

Music making at St. Andrew will look very 
different this fall!  
 
In order to comply with COVID-19 safety 
guidelines, we are unable to resume our 
typical large-group ensembles. However, 
we are brainstorming creative ways to fulfill 
our purpose as a music ministry.  
 
We hope you will consider being a part of 
the music community in some way during 
this interim period. Most of our "projects" 
will consist of 3-6 weeks of rehearsals 
followed by sharing in worship. (You can 
view the hymns and special music we have 
been producing on the St. Andrew 
YouTube channel: http://bit.ly/
SAPCYouTube.) 
 
For all musicians interested in joining us 
this fall, we have posted an online survey 
to learn more about how you want to 

participate. You can find the questionnaire 
at http://bit.ly/SAPCmusicsurvey. Your 
responses will help us form groups and 
schedule music for worship. (Each 
participant should fill out a separate form 

so we can have a complete roster of 
musicians.) 
 
— Matthew Penning, Director of Music 
Ministry 

The Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center 
will use space in our church building this 
fall. Every other day, students will be doing 
“at-home/on-line” learning. On those days, 
not all children have the supervision or 
resources to learn at home. Those stu-
dents will gather at St. Andrew and will be 
supervised by Pheasant Ridge staff. 
 
To help all students start the year with the 
supplies they need, St. Andrew is hosting a 
school supply drive for Pheasant Ridge 
families. Requested items can be found 
here. Bring your donations to the church—
you might want to call ahead to be sure 
someone is here to let you in. (We are 
most thankful to Nevaeh Hoffman and 
Kaylee Gibson and their families for coordi-
nating this project.) 
 
In addition, the Pheasant Ridge staff has 
asked for donations of children’s masks for 
the students 

 

Helping Kids Get Ready for School (Online or In-Person) 

 24 sharpened pencils  

 8 glue sticks  

 1 package of washable markers (8-count)  

 1 pencil box or pouch  

 1 box of crayons (24-count)  

 4 two-pocket folders (red, yellow, green, 
and blue)  

 1 pair of round-tipped scissors  

 1 large towel  

 1 box of colored pencils  

 2 boxes of tissues  

 1 pair of earbuds  

 2 fine-tipped, dry erase markers  

 1 backpack  

 
Suggested School Supplies (K-6) 

— Heather Woodin, Director of Children's and Family Ministry. 

Taking Music to New Levels at St. Andrew This Fall 

http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube
http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube
http://bit.ly/SAPCmusicsurvey
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c8/c8d021d9-3301-4442-8b6a-8dbea273c1aa/documents/School_Supplies_Drive.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c8/c8d021d9-3301-4442-8b6a-8dbea273c1aa/documents/School_Supplies_Drive.pdf
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Helping Locally and Internationally 

St. Andrew's garden continues to produce, 
and perhaps your home garden is also 
providing extra vegetables, melons, herbs, 
or other produce that you would like to 
donate to a local food bank. 
 
If so, Lettuce Feed Others has a few 

suggestions for you: 

 Deliver your produce directly to 

the CommUnity Food Bank, the North 
Liberty Food Pantry or the Coralville 
Food Pantry, and then send us an 
email to let us know what you 

donated and the weight. 

 Email us when you have a donation, 

and we can either pick it up from 
your home or have you drop it off for 
us to take when we deliver the Lettuce 
Feed Others produce. (We are going 

twice a week or more!). 

Lettuce Feed Others will be making salsa 

this year. We need choppers to help us 
prepare! If interested, please contact us 
at lettucefeedothers@gmail.com. We will 

be canning sometime in September. 

We also continue to need volunteers 

to weed, harvest, and water the garden. If 
you would like to help, let us know. It is 
easy to socially distance at the garden. We 

would love to see you there. 

— Becka Simpson, Elder 

LFO: Sharing God’s Abundance with the Local Food Pantries 

For nearly a decade, St. Andrew has been partnering with 
Impacto Ministry in Guatemala. In August, Pastor Luis Martinez 
shared a special word as part of our Worship Livestream.  
 
If you missed, you can access the video by visiting St. Andrew’s 
YouTube channel at http://bit.ly/pastorluis. 

A Word from Pastor Luis 

Congratulations to St. Andrew member David Weitzel, who 
recently was recognized with this year's Achiever Award by 
Goodwill of the Heartland.  
 
David was nominated by the local Day Habilitation Program for 
his growth and perseverance over the past year. Clients were 
nominated from each of the regions served by Goodwill of the 
Heartland, and the board voted on an overall winner. 

Recognizing Local Ministry 

https://builtbycommunity.org/foodbank/
https://northlibertycommunitypantry.org/
https://northlibertycommunitypantry.org/
https://www.coralvillefoodpantry.org/
https://www.coralvillefoodpantry.org/
mailto:lettucefeedothers@gmail.com?subject=Food%20donation
mailto:lettucefeedothers@gmail.com?subject=Food%20donation
mailto:lettucefeedothers@gmail.com?subject=Food%20donation
mailto:lettucefeedothers@gmail.com
mailto:lettucefeedothers@gmail.com?subject=Lettuce%20Feed%20Others
mailto:lettucefeedothers@gmail.com?subject=Lettuce%20Feed%20Others
http://bit.ly/pastorluis
https://www.goodwillheartland.org/
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Ministering to the Community 
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Preparing for Worship 
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 Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” de Beer, Interim Pastor ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emeritus pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
 John Benson, Finance Administrator      finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications Consultant jcharisc@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
 Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
 Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 
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         Ministries   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbell 

         Ministries lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director of Children’s 

         Vocal Ministries nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 
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