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From the Leadership 

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of most months. We will provide Session Highlights from the 
previous month as a regular column in the Messenger. To look at meeting agendas and the minutes from any Session meeting,  

follow this link: saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives: St. Andrew Capital 
Campaign 2019-2022         by Pastor Kyle 

I just love the energy that is filling the church!” “I have really noticed a new diversity of 
people joining in our ministries.” “I am really excited about the partnerships that we are entering into.” “I am 
glad to see new people becoming part of our church.” “The garden ministry is amazing!” These are just 
some of the comments St. Andrew members have been making as we have gathered in our homes 
for Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives small group gatherings over the past few weeks. We have told  
stories of our journey to our Gathering Place location, talked about the challenges we have faced, and 

shared our hopes for the future mission of St. Andrew. 

September marks the mid-point of our campaign pledge season, with our Fortnight of Prayer beginning on Sunday, September 1,  
leading up to our Pledge Commitment Sunday on September 15. There is still an opportunity to be a part of one of our small group 

gatherings on September 5 or 7 (just contact Pastor Kyle). 

As a result of the small group gatherings and the dedication of our leaders, 30 St. Andrew members/households have already made 
their pledge commitments to the campaign. We will be sharing our “Advanced Commitment” total as part of our program at 
our Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives celebration between services on September 8. I am grateful for the prayerful and careful  
consideration these members and friends have given to their three-year commitment. I am convinced they will provide a great start 
toward our challenge goal of $1.3 million, enabling and energizing our congregation to continue our mission of connecting our  

neighbors to the love of God in Jesus Christ. What great examples of deep connection and vital renewal they are! 

Session Highlights, August 22, 2019         by Jeff Charis-Carlson 

...be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind. Romans 12:2 

      Upcoming Dates 
 
 

 

September 8: Connecting Hearts  
Celebration Pancake Breakfast 
 

September 15: Commitment Sunday 

As part of its ongoing visioning process, the Session voted this 
month to create a new master plan for our Camp Cardinal land. 
The Triangle (the seven acres south of the building) and Outlot A 
(the four acres west of the building) will continue to be listed for 
sale, but the time has come to update the church’s vision for the 
rest of the property. Elders Becka Simpson and Doug Wildes will 
be pulling a group together to begin that process. 
 

The planning process will be in conjunction with the work of the 
three task forces already charged with exploring the questions: 
 “How is worship experienced @ St. Andrew?” 

 “How does faith develop @ St. Andrew?”  

 “What does ‘mission’ mean @ St. Andrew?”  
The process also will help finalize whether St. Andrew might  
consider selling any property outside the Triangle or Outlot A. 
Right now, the Session would be willing to consider offers on 
land outside the core areas around the building. But that’s only 
with the understanding that property is probably far more  
valuable to us than it would be to any developer. (In our  
denomination, the congregation has a vote in the purchase and 
sale of property.) 
 

The Personnel Team is working with the staff to write new job 
descriptions that match the church’s vision for the future, and the 

Session is streamlining its own team structure to clarify how each 
team and ministry connects with each other. 
 

The Session also heard a report on how our staff and lay leaders 
have been strengthening partnerships with the Pheasant Ridge 
Neighborhood Center and forging new relationships with Fifth 
Ward Saints North, a youth sports outreach program. Those  
connections recently brought more than 135 people to the Atrium 
for hot dogs, backpack blessings, and free haircuts as part of our 
School Year’s Eve Party. Many more events will follow. 
 

Those outreach partnerships are the fruit of the work being 
spearheaded by Heather Woodin and the volunteers helping with 
St. Andrew’s Children and Family Ministries. We share their  
excitement for what the next program year has in store. 
 

Finally, the Session elected Elder Patti Benson as the new Clerk 
of Session. She will take on responsibility for writing minutes of 
Session meetings, archiving Session documents, and responding 
to Session correspondence. We want to thank Elder Ann Ford for 
serving so faithfully in that position for the past 2½ years. 
 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Thursday,  
September 19.  

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s 

St. Andrew Happenings 

Facebook Live 

We are still so excited to be living in our 
new space!  The interiors team is continuing 
to work on ways to help our building both 
function better for our many ministries and 
to appeal  
aesthetically to 
those who enter 
our doors. We 
hope you’ve no-
ticed some of the 

projects we have worked on recently: a 
mirror and chairs in the brides’ room; 
seat cushions in the prayer room; library 
shelving for children’s books in the low-
er atrium; a second plant stand for the 
chancel area, built from our Melrose 

black walnut trees. There 
are some other new  
additions already in the 
works, including picture 
frames for our elder and 
deacon ministry posters 
and a small table for  
between the chancel 
chairs, all being built from 
the black walnut milled 

from our Melrose property. We have also begun a phased plan to 
add artwork for around the building and chancel paraments for the 
Sanctuary. The first designated location to receive art is on the 
wall in our Atrium inside the front door. This is a piece that we 
commissioned from local artist Gordon Kellenberger. It was  
installed in September 4 and brings the beauty of our land outside 
into our church. The artist visited us this summer and his work is 
directly inspired by the landscape around our building. We have 
also identified several other locations for larger-scale artwork 
through the building, and have plans for banners or paraments to 

be added to the sanctuary chancel area. 

At this time, we do not have a line item in the church budget to 
fund any of these projects. Some have already been paid for by 
member donations, but more help is needed. If you would like to 
support these and future projects for our church, please do so by 
writing a check to St. Andrew Presbyterian Church with “interiors 
projects” in the memo line.  All of these planned items are  
consistent with the building’s interior design and have been  

determined with input from our designer Deidre Remtema. 

You may also talk to Deb Fick, Denise Schmitz or Rebecca 

Schuchert for more information. 

 
Gordon Kellenberger is a full-time painter working out of his Wasch Haus Studio 
in High Amana, Iowa, one of the seven historic villages of the Amana Colonies. 

Interiors Update       by Deb Fick 

Planning for the Women's Retreat is in full swing! We have the 
dates: February 7 & 8, 2020. We have a theme: Catch Your 
Breath. Please plan to join us for this spirit-filled time of  
fellowship and fun! If you'd like to contribute to planning efforts, 
join us at our next meeting: September 8 following second  
service in the large conference room (128). Questions? We're 
happy to answer them! Contact Sue Swearingen 
(hawkfan1951@hotmail.com) or Denise Schmitz 

(denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com).  

Save the Date! 

Lunch with Leaders Sept. 8 

Our next Lunch with Leaders will be held on Sunday,  
September 8 following the 11:00 worship service. Anyone  
interested in learning more about the life of St. Andrew or in 
becoming an active member is invited and encouraged to  

attend, AND lunch is on us!  

mailto:hawkfan1951@hotmail.com
mailto:denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com
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Children’s & Family Ministry 

Big things are in store for *spark* this year! Our kindergarten-6th graders will be more involved in service projects and hands-on 
activities (like cooking!), plus we’re starting a book club and creating a partnership with a local retirement housing complex. We’re still 

serving supper to kids and families, too. Join us September 19 at 4:00 pm! 

Sunday School for all ages starts September 15.  
Classes for children, youth, and adults meet from 9:45 
am to 10:45 am. 

  

Our first day of *spark*, for all kids in kindergarten 
through 6th grade, is Thursday, September 19, from 4:00 
pm to 6:30 pm, including a free supper for kids, families, 

and friends at 5:30 pm. 

Children's and Family Ministry Start Dates 

Join the *spark* Team! 
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Cover Story 

Missional Planning        by Pastor Danie 

After one cold Saturday in January, a missional planning team 
(MPT) was elected from those present. The MPT worked for 
many weeks, praying and discerning, and finally formulated the 
following motion to the Session, “We recommend that the  
Session review and approve the recommendations for each 
Key (1 – One Mission Outreach, 3 – Helpful, Stirring Worship, 
and 5 – Teaching/Faith Development and Youth Ministry) and 
then proceed with implementation. There are many  
implementation processes that could be taken – we welcome 
your inquiry.” Session 
approved the motion 
and appointed “point 
people” for every  

focus area. 

At this point, I want to 
step back, to say 
something about 
“mission” and 

“missional”. 

St. Andrew  
Presbyterian Church is 
a church with a heart 
for Mission. We go to 
Guatemala, and  
support missionaries 
world-wide in many 
countries. We sponsor 
many projects, includ-
ing the yearly school 
fees for three boys in Pasrur, Pakistan. And locally we stay 
busy with changing Johnson Country – Pheasant Ridge, Fifth 
Ward Saints, Lettuce Feed Others, the Iowa City Crisis Center, 
Free Lunch, and Shelter House are a few of the beneficiaries of 
our contributions. At one of the latest meetings of our MOS 
(Mission, Outreach and Service) Team, we had to conclude that 

we are busy enough. 

People who are worshiping and working at St. Andrew  
Presbyterian Church have discovered that mission is not  
something that we take on as a project.  And we are not  
involved in mission out of any obligation but because we have a 
new identity. Jesus made a statement about the new nature of 
his followers when he said, “You will be my witnesses” (Acts 
1:8). This is not a command, just like the metaphors in the New 
Testament about the believers being light, fishers, salt, letters, 

ambassadors, good seed, etc. are never made in the  
imperative. Understanding that our existence is mission means 

that we have a missional existence. 

In other words, our planning teams are not planning or  
researching any more “missions” or more things for us to do but 
are trying to define and to focus our missional existence. The 
three teams (the contact people are in brackets) are working on 
the following three areas as they look into the recommendations 

brought by the MPT: 

Helpful, Stirring 
Worship (Jeff  
Charis-Carlson & 

Worship Team) 

Contemporary  
worship service, 
Visible programs, 
Varied music,  
Sermons that  
inspire, Connection 
to community when 
not present 
(example: live 
streaming  
services), Place a 
high value on 
meaningful and 

joyful worship.  

 

Teaching/Faith Development and Youth Ministry (Bruce 

Walker, Danie de Beer, & Staff) 

Youth ministry/adult training for reaching out to everyone, Help 
for parents in faith development, Infusion of new ideas in youth 
ministry, College-age and young adults in church programs, 
Communication of teen learning, Clear invitation to visitors to 

participate in Youth/Family Ministries/Faith Development.  

One-mission Outreach (Cecilia Norris & Rod Sullivan) 

Develop community partnerships or other outreach as a high 
priority (examples: food insecurity, use of the church building), 

Clarify our one-mission outreach. 

Please get involved. Keep open hearts and pray for these 
groups. Listen for announcements and get involved.  

“...But you will receive  
power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses in  
Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.”  —Acts 1:8 
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Community Partnerships 

One of St. Andrew’s new ministry partners this fall is Fifth Ward 
Saints North, which is now housed in our building. The church is 
the gathering place for about 40 children after school Monday 

through Thursday. 

To meet the staff, volunteers, and kids, all St. Andrew members 
and friends are invited to a lunch prepared and served by the 
Saints.  Join us about noon (immediately after the 11am service) 
Sunday, September 15, at the church. The Saints’ social media 

pages tell much about the group: 

Fifth Ward Saints 
was launched in 
Houston, Texas, in 
2008 by Iowa City 
West High graduate 
Carlos Honore and 
his wife, Tatum. 
The husband and 
wife duo combined 
Carlos’ background 
as a college football  
player, Tatum’s  
social work  
experience, and 
their mutual passion 
for disadvantaged 
youth in the Fifth 
Ward of Houston, to 
form an  
organization that 
seeks to prevent 

harm to children. 

The Fifth Ward 
Saints strives to 
positively influence the lives of at-risk youth ages 5-12 using a 
combination of athletics, arts programs, and social service  
resources. It’s a unique, holistic approach in which a social-
emotional curriculum addresses character development in the 
participants as well as family dynamic issues. Personal  
relationships with the children and families are a key component 
to meeting the needs of the entire family, while ensuring success 

for each child. 

The program provides opportunities for kids to participate in  
athletics and arts programs that will help build leadership and 

character, and teach respect and team work. 

In May 2017, Carlos was honored as the Iowa City West High 
Distinguished Alumnus for his work with the Fifth Ward Saints. 
During his trip to Iowa City to receive this award, he noticed the 
shift in demographics since his graduation in 1997. Carlos  
recognized the impact a northern Fifth Ward Saints chapter could 
have on Iowa City. It wasn’t long before he and Tatum made the 
commitment to start a branch of the organization in his 

hometown. 

The program was launched at the beginning of the 2018-2019 
school year and 
was housed at the 
Roosevelt  
Education Center, 
owned by the Iowa 
City Community 
School District. 
When the district 
initiated other plans 
for the building, the 
Saints needed a 

new home.  

Discussions  
started with St.  
Andrew, and the 
first day of the 
Saints’ program in 
our building was 
August 27.  The 
Saints will be  
involved in some St. 
Andrew activities, 
especially those 
related to children 

and families. The Saints co-hosted our School Year’s Eve  

back-to-school party, and they will partner with *spark* on a 

variety of activities and special events.  

Carlos Honore splits his time between Houston and Iowa City. 
The on-site program director is Aaron Hill, a long-time resident of 
Iowa City with several years of management experience. Aaron 
is a former high school football player and collegiate track and 
field runner.. Aaron has been a strong supporter of Fifth Ward 
Saints North from day one, starting out as a volunteer and later 

becoming program director.  

Fifth Ward Saints North       by Heather Woodin 
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

Presbyterians are part of a  
remarkable tradition. The PC(USA)'s 
four church-wide Special Offerings 
help share Christ's love with millions 
of people around the world: One 
Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost 
Offering, Christmas Joy Offering, and 
the Peace and Global Witness  

Offering.  

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering enables the church to  

promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict 
and injustice across the world. Individual congregations are 
encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with 
the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid-councils retain 25% 
for ministries of peace and reconciliation, and 50% is used by 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and 
justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through  
collaborative projects of education and Christian witness like 
the reconciliation work in South Sudan, international advocacy 

at the UN, or a peace camp for kids in New Jersey.  

St. Andrew will take up the Peace and Global Witness  
offering on Sunday, October 6, which is World  
Communion Sunday. 

Peace & Global Witness  Interfaith Habitat Build 

Support Shelter House 

The University of Iowa 
Hospitals & Clinic’s  
Psychiatric Department 
faculty and staff and UI 
Center for Advancement 
would like to thank all the 
members of St. Andrew 
who’ve been so kind and 
generous with donations, 
both monetary and  
clothing, that have provided for low-income psychiatric  
in-patients! This support has been very welcome and well  
received. Thanks for providing much needed comfort through 
these material resources for those who struggle with mental 
illness, bringing hope to the hopeless. May God bless you! 

Thank you SAPC from UIHC! 



 

 To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, and serving as Christ served. 

Finances 
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Our Church Finances: In Numbers……...…...And In Words 

Every annual per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by free-
ing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2019 
is $38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 
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Adult Education 

September 15: Connecting Hearts in Small Groups 
The apostle Paul continually gave thanks for the partnership of other Christian disciples (cf. Philippians 1:3-5). And why not? Life is 
always better shared. Join us for a special opportunity to learn more about small group ministry as St. Andrew, learn about how to try 

out a small group, and meet leaders of some of our continuing (and new forming!) small groups. 

September 22: Stories and Cents: Creative Strategies for Giving with Minner Serovy 
St. Andrew continues to be a place where givers’ hearts are growing. Stories and Cents is a six week series brought to you from the 
Stewardship Team. Today we welcome Minner Serovy, ministry relations officer with the Presbyterian Foundation working with 
churches throughout the Midwest creating a culture of generosity. Minner will share the many ways we can give creatively as well as 

encouraging us to think about planned giving. 

September 29: Listening for God’s Call in Mission 
St. Andrew has always embraced a mission identity from its earliest days. As we move forward in life from our Gathering Place  
location, we are openly exploring our possibilities for mission and the power of mission partnerships. Join us as for a special listening 

post as we consider St. Andrew’s mission and its rich expression in our community. 

October 6: Connecting with the Saints with Carlos Honoré 
St. Andrew has entered into a new mission partnership this fall with the Fifth Ward Saints. Carlos Honoré, founder of Fifth Ward 
Saints will share with us about the history, mission, and experiences of the Saints and discuss the ways we can be partners in  

mission. 

October 13, 20, 27 | November 3: The Stories and Cents, with Rev. Jan Rippentrop of Just Church 
On behalf of the Stewardship Team, come discover the power of personal testimony in community. Testimony is a true, first-person 
account of an experience.  While it has come, over time, to carry additional connotations of emotionally-laden or persuasive rhetoric, it 
is, at its core, the practice of making a public statement about what you have seen, heard, and experienced for yourself. Learn with 

others how your story intersects with the story of God and the story of our community in illuminating ways. 

November 10: Worship Matters 
Vital worship centers the hearts, minds, and lives of the followers of Christ. Filled with song, prayer, spoken word, and active  
response, our worship shapes our lives and expresses our love. Join us in a listening post as we talk about our worship at St. Andrew 

and think about how our worship can more completely  and richly express our praise of God and our witness to others. 

November 17: Stories and Cents: Resourcing our Mission 
This is the final installment of the Stories and Cents series connecting our ministries to our resources. St. Andrew's Stewardship and 
Finance Teams will present updated information on our church finances an annual budget. They will provide the inside perspective on 
what happens in our ministry support teams. The presentation is a starting point for more discussion about the link between our many 

resources and our church ministries 

November 24: On Calling a Pastor with Danie de Beer 
During this interim period between permanently installed pastors, we naturally look ahead to our next pastor for St. Andrew. Many of 
you may be wondering when and how this all takes place. Join Interim Pastor Danie de Beer as he shares with us the process of  
calling a pastor in the Presbyterian Church (USA). We will learn about the goals of a search, about the Pastor Nominating Committee, 

Ministry Information forms, and so much more! 

December 1: Christ’s Calendar with Danie de Beer 
Christians not only follow Jesus Christ, they also observe a decidedly unique calendar which shapes and informs the weekly rhythm 

of prayer, study, worship, and service of our discipleship. Come and learn more about how Christians see time! 

December 8: Signing with Babies and Children with Sara Penn 
One of the great miracles of life is the learning of our first words. Join St. Andrew member Sara Penn as she shares about  

deepening our communication with our children through signing. 

Coming Up in Adult Ed This Fall             by Pastor Kyle 
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Youth Ministry 

Where did the summer months go?  BASIC (Brothers and Sisters in Christ) and ETC (Eternally Trusting Christ) had a fantastic sum-
mer that included many lives changed and faith strengthen through Stronghold and The Pittsburgh Project!  Hopefully you were able 
to watch the two videos that played on the Atrium TVs this summer. Both ministries continued to meet during the summer and once 

again it was fun to build relationships with students during these times.   

 

B.A.S.I.C. (7th & 8th Grade/Wednesday Evenings 6:00 – 8:30) 
This fall BASIC is kicking off the school year with our Annual Burger Bash/
Scavenger Hunt on September 11. This is an event geared for our regular 
students to bring friends and introduce them to the fun and excitement o 
BASIC! Watch the video screen in the Atrium and the church Facebook page 
for photos. The leadership team of BASIC works very hard building  
relationships with students from all 5 junior highs in the Iowa City area. Each 
week we begin our Wednesday evenings (6:00-8:30) with some sort of mixer-
type game, dinner ($3.25 pizza dinner), singing with our amazing guitar  
leaders, and end with a topical Bible study geared for junior high  
students. Sprinkled throughout the fall will be special event nights i.e. game 
nights, movie nights, service projects and most of all fun! Do you know a  
junior high student whom you would like invited to BASIC? Give Randy 

Hausler a call (319/530.2027) or email at rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org. 

  

 

 

E.T.C. (9th -12th grade/Sunday Evenings 6:30-8:30) 
ETC this fall got off to a great start with a  
fantastic “End of Summer/Beginning of School 
Pool Party” hosted by Bruce and Lori  
Hudson!  In the final month before school we 
focused on Prayer and presented the students 
with a 21 Days of Prayer Journal/
Devotional. We challenge students to make 
prayer a part of their daily lives, and during 
school year, Tuesdays (8:00-9:30) are “Bagel 
and Prayer” mornings where students drop by 
The Hub before school, eat a bagel and walk 
through our prayer stations before heading out 
to class.  Also, sprinkled throughout the fall will 
be “5th Quarters”! Gathering at The Hub from 
9:00-11:00 on Fridays, after football games for fire pit time and hanging out. Dates for 5th Quarters: September 6, September 20, 
October 4, October 18. This fall ETC will be challenging students to really make God a part of their daily life and hopefully will host a 
Fall Retreat in November. Another fun addition to ETC is the forming of our student worship band, lead by our volunteer leaders.  
Currently we feature a keyboardist, drummer, guitarist/vocalist, and a violinist. They are REALLY talented and good! Hopefully we can 
get them to play for a Sunday morning worship sometime this fall!  ETC currently is reaching out to students in 5 different high schools 
in the Iowa City area!   Do you know a high school students who you would like us to invite to ETC?  Give Randy Hausler a call 

(319/530.2027) or email at  hausler@saintandrew-ic.org. 

Summer Summary and Fall Line-Up         by Randy Hausler 

mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

TRUE Moms Fall 2019 

TRUE Moms (Time To Refresh, Uplift and Empower Moms) is for 
moms who want to connect with new friends, enjoy inspiring  
conversation, discuss relevant topics—and take a break from the daily 
routine. Our gatherings feature guest speakers on a variety of topics, 
plus service projects, discussions, and time for reflection. Childcare is 
provided. TRUE Moms welcomes all mothers of all faith backgrounds. 
All gatherings are at St. Andrew.  
 

The fall 2019 schedule is: 

September 5 & 19 
October 3 & 17  
November 7 & 21 
December 5 & 19 
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