
 

 

We Gather in the Presence of the Returning Savior 

 
Prelude | O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      setting by Hal H. Hopson 

                  

Welcome + Announcements   

 

Candle Lighting | (8:30) Chris Charis-Donelson, L’Engle and Lucy Charis-Carlson  
                              (11:00) Jamie, Vera, Lydia, and Vivian Tanas 

 

Unison Prayer 
       Loving God, give us the desire, the willingness, and the courage to be part of your dream for a  

world made new. We pray in the name of Jesus, your dream incarnate. Amen.     
    
*Gathering Hymn | Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming      red hymnal, #79 

 

 

Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison 
*Please rise in body or in spirit 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 4, 2016 l 8:30 + 11:00 am 



 

We Seek Renewal in God’s Presence 

 

*Call to Confession  
      Advent is a season of dreaming of the coming kingdom of God. As we prepare to make room for Christ to  
      dwell within us, we acknowledge our own sin, which stands in the way of living the fullness of life God  
      promises in Christ. Let us be truthful with God, in the presence of one another. Let us give God the gift of  
      our honest and humble confession. 

 

Silence for personal confession 

 

*Prayer of Confession 

      God of angel songs and hidden miracles, break forth into our world, for we are in need of your  
      presence. We have lost patience and misplaced hope, our waiting has become wandering.  
      Forgive us. God of heavenly choruses and humble beginnings, break forth into our hearts. Let us  
      know a peace that calms unrealistic expectations of what this season should be. Let us see with  
      new perspective what is truly important. Let love grow and fill us with your amazing grace and  
      abundant joy. In the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen.  

     

*Words of Assurance 
  “Comfort, O comfort my people, says our God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has  
       served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”  
       Friends, believe the good news! In the grace and love of God, we are forgiven. Amen.                  

             
    

*The Peace | time of greeting 
      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

      And also with you. 

 

Parents who would like to have their children (3 year old - Kindergarten) participate in Children’s Time are welcome to accompany their  
    children downstairs during the passing of the peace. Children will be brought back to the Sanctuary during the Sending Hymn. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 
Epistle | Romans 15:4-13      Bible, pg. 924 
      The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
  
(8:30) Choral Response | Children, Let’s Wait for the Baby      by Thomas Keesecker 
 
(11:00) Choral Response | On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry      setting by J.S. Bach & Simon Andrews 
 
Gospel Lesson | Matthew 3:1-12      Bible, pg. 784 
      The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Old Testament | Isaiah 11:1-10      Bible, pg. 558 
      The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Message | The Prophet Speaks      Rev. Dr. Matt Paul 

 



 

 

Responding to the Word 

 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings 
      Prayer requests may be written on a prayer card and placed in the offering plate. 

 

 Offertory | Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming      setting by Lynette Maynard 

 

 *Offertory Response | Doxology      
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God, all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

      *Prayer of Dedication 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

 

Invitation to the Table  
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving + Words of Institution 
 The Lord be with you.      
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts!      
  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     
  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Minute for Ministry | Next Chapter Gatherings  

 

Prayers of the People + The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Sending 

 

*Sending Hymn | Now Blessed Be the Lord Our God (Psalm 72:18-19)      red hymnal, #953 
                                        

*Charge + Blessing 

 

If you desire a personal time of prayer, we’re here to pray with you and for you. Please join a prayer partner by  
the baptismal font at the front of the Sanctuary immediately following the worship service. 

 

 

 

 



 

Today’s Worship Participants 
 

Rev. Dr. Matt Paul + Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Pastors 
Matthew Penning, Director of Music 
Logos Choir, Resound!, Lisa Shileny (flute), Tessera Rippentrop (cello), Tamera Penning (piano) 
Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of Music | Agape Singers, Laubilate Ringers 
Becca Paul (8:30), worship leader 

 

Announcements 

 

Welcome! We are happy to have you here with us today. If you would like more information about St. Andrew, 
please indicate your interest on the Connection Card. Join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments between  

services; this is a wonderful way to meet the St. Andrew family. 

 

Families with children and infants are welcomed in our worship services. Worship materials for children are  

available on the bookshelves outside the Sanctuary. 

 

Infant and toddler care (up to age 2) is provided downstairs in the Nursery. Children’s Time, for ages 3 years 

through Kindergarten, also is downstairs.  

 

Connection Cards are one way we can extend welcome and hospitality to our guests while also helping us       
consider steps we can take in the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ. We ask each person to fill out the card  
and place it in the offering plate. Members, once your contact information is correct, you only need to write your 

name. As my next step today, I will . . .  

 

 Read the parallel accounts of John the Baptist’s testimony in the wilderness in all four gospels and  
contemplate their meaning to me. 

 Include prayers of confession and repentance as part of my daily devotions this week. 
 Invite a friend to the children’s Christmas Pageant this afternoon at 2:00 pm. 
 Make plans to attend one of the St. Andrew Next Step introductory gatherings on December 11 or  

December 13. 

 

Prayer Requests may be written on a blue Prayer Request Card and placed in the offering plate or in the Prayer 
Request Box by the office door. You may indicate that you would like your prayer shared with the congregation  
during worship, or only shared with the Pastors and Prayer Ministry. Need more? A Stephen Minister is a trained 
member that provides high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care and support during times of need, grief, and 
crisis. If you know someone who might need a friend during a life transition, please contact one of the pastors or  
the Stephen Ministry referrals coordinators Graham Dameron (319/337.9270 | graham3076@gmail.com) or  

Mary Beth Ross (319/338.0082 | iawoodsunrise@gmail.com). 

 

The flowers this morning are given to glorify God.  

 

Please join us this month as we introduce a project to help us think creatively about how to serve God, connect  
with each other, welcome visitors, and become more involved in our community. Identical gatherings will be held 
from 3:30 to 5 pm Sunday, December 11, and 6:30 to 8 pm Tuesday, December 13, held here at North Campus. 
Ministry leaders (those who lead or facilitate small groups, programs, teams or activities) are especially encouraged 

to attend to hear how to lead their group through the process, called “St. Andrew: The Next Chapter.” 

 


