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Today’s Worship Participants 
Pastor Carl Anderson, transitional pastor
Becky Benson and the Stacy-Adams Family, worship leaders
Logos Choir | Austen Wilson, director
Flute Trio | Pat Penn, director
Julia Van Den Top, organist and accompanist
Ethan Elsbernd, soloist 

After Worship Today 
• Cocoa & Carols | The Atrium  

Sunday School & Learning Academy 
• PreK-8th Sunday School classes will resume on Jan. 11, 2026. 
• The Spring 2026 Semester of St. Andrew’s Learning Academy has the 

following classes scheduled: Jan. 4 | “Biblical Literacy,” with Russ Owen; 
Jan. 11 & 18 | “Open and Relational Theology,” with Aaron Shileny and Jeff 
Charis-Carlson; Jan. 25 | “Prepping for Our New Pastor,” with Carl 
Anderson; Feb. 1 | “Bible Translations,” with Matt Moore; Feb. 15 | “One 
Land, Two Peoples,” with Robert Traer; and Feb. 22, March 1, & March 8 | 
“Spirituality,” with Colette Soults and Bobby Outterson-Murphy. 

     

Questions for Reflection 
• Where have you recently felt most deeply connected or loved—and how 

might that moment be a glimpse of “God with us”? 
• What small gesture of love has shaped your faith more than you realized at 

the time? 
• Joseph moved from fear to quiet trust; where might God be inviting you to 

take a similar step this week? 
• If the candle of love reveals connections God is already weaving, where do 

you sense a relationship being nudged toward healing or courage? 
• Mary and Elizabeth helped each other see God more clearly; who plays that 

role in your life—and how might you be that presence for someone else?

ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
	140 Gathering Place Lane, Iowa City, Iowa, 52246 
319-338-7523 |  
www.saintandrew.ccbchurch.com | bit.ly/SAPCYouTube 

http://www.saintandrew.ccbchurch.com
http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube


Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:30 a.m. | December 21, 2025 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | Iowa City, Iowa   

Welcome + Announcements 
	  
Prelude | In the Bleak Midwinter, by Gustav T. Holst, arr. by Cindy Blevins	 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

✠ Gathering Hymn | “Savior of the Nations Come,” pg. 7 
 
✠ Prayer of Confession and Promise of Ever-Present Grace | adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Speed 

One of the greatest gifts and challenges of faith is that we cannot be Christian alone. 
We need one another. 
We need one another to grow. 
We need one another to love. 
And we need one another to see God more clearly. 
So together, let us lift our voices in unison. 
Let us lean into the ties that bind and pray to our merciful God. 

God of Today and Tomorrow, 
     when Mary was pregnant and afraid, she ran to her cousin Elizabeth’s house. 
Elizabeth threw open the door with joy and showered blessings upon her. 
How often do we have that same opportunity? 
How often do we leave the door locked, the curtains drawn, and the lights off? 
How often do we shower critique or judgment instead of blessings and joy? 
Gracious God, forgive us for our wrongs. 
We want to see you when we see our neighbor. 

Time for Silent Confession 
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Hymns + Songs | Pages are listed for the printed bulletin 
                              Numbers (#) are listed for music in the Lift Up Your Hearts (red) hymnal 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ | Please rise in body or in spirit.



Friends, this is what we know—God delights in us. 
God throws open the door, just like Elizabeth, and says, 
     “Come on home. There is room for you here!” 
And in that moment, we are blessed. 
In that moment, we are forgiven. 
In that moment, we are seen, healed, and welcomed home. 
So rest in this good news: you are saved by grace. 
Let us respond together, using the words from Mary’s song: 
My soul lifts up the Lord! 
My spirit celebrates God, my Liberator! 
For though I’m God’s humble servant, God has noticed me. 
Now and forever, I will be considered blessed by all generations. 

✠ Musical Response | Refrain from “Angels We Have Heard on High” (hymnal, #82) 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

✠ Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion 
	 	 	  

And now, as a visible sign  
of what it means to live together      
in the care and context  
of Christ’s community,      
let us extend Christ’s peace and compassion  
to those around us!     
   
The peace of Christ be with you all!  
And also with you!     

Gospel Reading | Matthew 1:18-25 (The Voice) 

The word of the prophets for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

Time for Young Disciples ✞  
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✞ As the piano plays, children are invited forward for Time for Young Disciples. Afterward, they may return to their 
parents, or—if Kindergarten and younger—head to the Lower Level Children’s Area for children’s programming.



Old Testament Reading | Isaiah 7:10-16 (The Voice) 

The word of the prophets for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

The Message | Pastor Carl Anderson 

✠ Hymn of Reflection | “All Earth Is Hopeful,” pg. 10 

Offering Our Time, Treasure, and Talents 

Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives | Christmas Joy Offering 

Offertory | The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came, by Paul Manz, arr. by T. A. Ohnesorge 

✠ Response to Our Offerings | “In the Lord, I’ll Be Ever Thankful”  

In the Lord, I’ll be ever thankful; 
in the Lord, I will rejoice! 
Look to God; do not be afraid. 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
Lift up your voices; the Lord is near. 

Prayers of the People 

Joys & Concerns 

Lord’s Prayer | adapted from Luke 11:2-4 & Matthew 6:13 (The Voice) 

Father in heaven, may your name be revered. 
     May your kingdom come. 
     May your will be accomplished on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us the food we need for tomorrow. 
Forgive us for our wrongs, as we forgive those who wrong us. 
Lead us away from temptation, and save us from the evil one. 
But let Your kingdom be … and let it be powerful and glorious forever. Amen. 

              
✠ Sending Hymn | “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout,” pg. 8-9 (hymnal, #69)	 
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✠ Benediction | adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Speed 

We believe that creation is inextricably linked. 
We belong to one another in an undeniable way. 
We are bone of bone and flesh of flesh, life breathed into dust. 
We believe that God invites us to live into that truth— 
     to love without abandon, 
     to see the good in one another, 
     to trust that all belong to God. 
We know that this life of connection is easier said than done, 
     which is why we gather in this space, week after week, 
          generation after generation, to be reminded: 
We see God in each other. 
This we believe. Amen. 

Postlude | Voluntary on “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” arr. by Christian F. Witt	  
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Questions about Worship? 
• Welcome! We are happy to have you join us today. If you would like more information about St. Andrew, 

please email office@saintandrew-ic.org or fill out this short form: https://tinyurl.com/sapc-guest. 

• Our worship services begin in-person and online shortly before 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, 
followed by Sunday School and Adult Christian Education offerings from September to April and a variety 
of After Worship activities from May to August. 

• Nursery care (up to age 2) is provided in the Lower Level throughout the morning. Programming for 
children (through Kindergarten age) begins in the Lower Level after the Time for Young Disciples. 

• Unless otherwise designated, gifts given to the weekly offering support the church budget, including 
staff salaries, utilities, mission outreach, and all aspects of ministry. 

• To log into the St. Andrew Connect system, either download the St. Andrew App through the App 
Store/Google Play or visit https://saintandrew.ccbchurch.com. 

• There are wheelchairs available for use as needed in the lower level entrance foyer and by the coat 
racks near the upper level entrance. 

• There is an AED near the Coffee Kitchen should a medical emergency arise. 

• Permission to livestream the music in this service is from CCLI (#617801) and One License (A-711114).

mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
https://tinyurl.com/sapc-guest
https://saintandrew.ccbchurch.com
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Savior of the Nations, Come
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

102

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Attr. Ambrose of Milan, 4th cent.; German para. Martin Luther, 1523;
    English trans. stanza 1, William Morton Reynolds, 1850, alt.;
    English trans. stanzas 2–4, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006
MUSIC: Erfurt Enchiridion, 1524; harm. Sethus Calvisius, 1594
English Trans. St. 2-4 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND
7.7.7.7

Though some hymns attributed to Ambrose are doubtful, this one seems rather surely to be by him. Luther’s
German version (commemorated in the tune name) dropped one syllable from each line of the Latin text,
giving the hymn its characteristically declarative Lutheran form.

102-savior of the-315.mus, Page 1
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Words: Rory Cooney (b. 1952), based on the Magnificat, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music (STAR OF COUNTY DOWN 8.6.8.6 D refrain 9.8.10.8): Irish traditional; arr. Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA 

Publications, Inc.

69 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
 LUKE 1:46-55
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Words: Rory Cooney (b. 1952), based on the Magnificat, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music: Irish traditional; arr. Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
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Reviving Our Neighborhood Connections 
Over the past few months, St. Andrew has been reviving our Neighborhood Ministry system—a simple, relational way 
to help us care for one another more intentionally. We’ve divided our congregation into eight geographic 
neighborhoods and assigned deacons to each area. In the weeks ahead, these deacons will be reaching out to say 
hello, check in about any ministry needs or points of celebration, and begin imagining future neighborhood 
gatherings. 
You’ll find the neighborhood map above. Here are the deacons serving each area: 
• #1: West Iowa City — Jim Halverson and Jamie Tanas 
• #2: Weberhood — Jenni Stacy-Adams and Laurel Crusinberry 
• #3: Central Iowa City — Rick Graf and Emmitt Schmidt-Rundell 
• #4: East Iowa City — Cody Neddermeyer and Vern Dengler 
• #5: North Iowa City — David Weitzel and Scott Hoffman 
• #6: North Coralville — Mettie Thomopulos and Allison Van Iddekinge 
• #7: North Liberty — Kathy & David Duys and Jordan Barrett 
• #8: South Coralville — Lynne Ginsberg and Cindy Seyfer 

We’re grateful for these deacons and look forward to the fresh connections and shared care this ministry will nurture. 

#1 West
IC

#2 Weberhood

#3
Central IC

#4 East
IC 

#5 North
IC

#6 North
CV

#7 North
Liberty

#8 South
CV

#1 West IC: South of I-80 & Hwy 6, East of Hwy 218, West of Mormon Trek Blvd
#2 Weberhood: South of I-80, South & West of Hwy 218
#3 Central IC: South of Hwy 6, East of Mormon Trek & Hwy 218, West of Iowa River
#4 East IC: East of Gilbert St, South & East of Hwy 1

#5 North IC: North & East of Hwy 6 & Iowa River, North & West of Hwy 1 
#6 North CV: East of Hwy 965, South of Forevergreen Rd (if extended), West of Iowa River & First Ave.
#7 North Liberty: North of i-80, West of Hwy 965, North of Forevergreen, and West of Iowa River
#8 South CV: East of Hwy 965, North of Hwy 6, South of Holiday Rd, West of First Ave
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• Cocoa and Carols | Today 
• Christmas Eve | 5, 7, & 11 p.m., Dec. 24 
• Bingo & Games | Jan. 2, 2026 
• At the Table | Jan. 8 
• Sunday School Resumes | Jan. 11 
• Next Steps | Jan. 18 
• Food Market | Jan. 28 

• Women’s Retreat | Jan. 31 
• At the Table | Feb. 5 
• St. Olaf Band Concert | Feb. 6 
• Congregational Meeting | Feb. 8 
• Chili Cookoff & Souper Bowl Lunch | Feb. 8 
• Ash Wednesday | Feb. 18 
• Presbytery Leadership Meeting | Feb. 24 

Upcoming Events


