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Today’s Worship Participants 
The Rev. Carl Anderson, transitional pastor
Dedi Walker, worship leader
Logos Choir & Agape Ringers | Austen Wilson, director
Resound! | Laura Kastens, director 
Julia Van Den Top, organist and accompanist 

After Worship Today 
• PreK-5th Grade: Children’s Gathering Area 
• Middle School: Middle School Classroom (#17) 
• Learning Academy: Stories of Advent, a storytelling workshop with Christina 

Charis-Donelson | The Hub 

Flowers on the Chancel 
• Today’s flowers are given by Phil and Pam Karp in memory of Pam’s 

daughter-in-law, Cynthia Myers.

ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
	140 Gathering Place Lane, Iowa City, Iowa, 52246 
319-338-7523 |  
www.saintandrew.ccbchurch.com | bit.ly/SAPCYouTube 

http://www.saintandrew.ccbchurch.com
http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube


Second Week of Advent 
Lessons & Carols 

9:30 a.m. | December 7, 2025 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | Iowa City, Iowa   

Questions for Reflection  

• When Isaiah says God judges “more than what meets the eye,” where in your life would you actually 
want God to look beneath—not to expose you, but to name the truth you’ve avoided? 

• The carols claim we will become “the peace to come.” If Christ is born in us, not just for us, what small 
act of courage might be the first sign of that new life taking shape in you? 

• Mary’s annunciation wonders: What if God waits for your honest “yes”? If you were as brave as Mary, 
what ordinary part of your life might become the place where God takes flesh? 

• Isaiah’s peace is disruptive—predators changing habits, enemies becoming kin. What fear would need 
to loosen its grip before you could imagine that peace beginning in your home or your patterns? 

• Our hymns plead: “Comfort,” “Reconcile,” “Ransom,” “Shine.” If you prayed those words without 
pretending, which feels like a true hope—and which feels like confessing what you cannot fix alone? 

Welcome + Announcements	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Prelude | O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, setting by Joel Raney, arr. by Arnold Sherman 

Lighting of the Advent Candle	  

✠ Gathering Hymn | “Come Now O Prince of Peace,” pg. 8 | v. 1: Choir; vs. 2-4: All 

✠ Prayer of Confession and Promise of Ever-Present Grace | adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Speed 

Fear can be a good thing. 
It can help us be attentive while driving down the highway. 
It can alert us to possible accidents. 
It can motivate us to do our best. 
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Hymns + Songs | Pages are listed for the printed bulletin 
                              Numbers (#) are listed for music in the Lift Up Your Hearts (red) hymnal 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ | Please rise in body or in spirit.



However, fear can also be harmful. 
For so many of us, fear of the other, fear of failure, or fear of the unknown 
     has led us to make sinful choices in our lives— 
     choices such as building walls or tearing others down. 
Today, in confession, we ask for mercy and pray for guidance.  
As we confess, we come before an entirely merciful and loving God who says to us, “Do not be afraid.” 
Let us pray: 

Patient God, you know just how often 
     we make decisions from a place of fear rather than love. 
You know just how often we allow fear to take the place of logic, 
     fanning unhealthy fires in our lives. 
You know just how often we tuck your words, “Do not be afraid” 
     on dusty shelves and in the back of closets, 
     stubbornly holding onto our own point of view. 
Forgive us for giving fear the microphone. 
Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection, 
     which spark and feed so much of our fear, 
     to recenter us in love. 
With hope we pray the silent thoughts that are on our hearts. 

Time for Silent Confession 

Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us. 
Even when we lose our way, God does not lose us. 
Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives and holds onto us. 
We are known. 
We are forgiven. 
We are loved. 
Thanks be to God!  

✠ Musical Response | “Comfort, Comfort Now My People,” pg. 9 

4



✠ Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion 
	 	 	  

And now, as a visible sign of what it means to live together      
in the care and context of Christ’s community,      
let us extend Christ’s peace and compassion to those around us! 
The peace of Christ be with you all!  And also with you! ✞     

First Reading | Isaiah 11:1-5 (The Voice) 

The word of the prophets for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

Musical Response | Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus, arr. by Cathy Moklebust 

Reflections on Isaiah | Pastor Carl Anderson 

✠ Hymn of Reflection | “A Shoot from Jesse’s Stump,” pg. 10 

Second Reading | Isaiah 11:6-10 (The Voice) 

The word of the prophets for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

Musical Response | “There Shall A Star,” by Felix Mendelssohn 

Reflections on Isaiah | Pastor Carl Anderson 

Hymn of Reflection | “Lo How a Rose,” pg. 11 

Offering Our Time, Treasure, and Talents	  

Offertory | We Will Be the Peace to Come, by Karen Marrolli 
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✞ After the Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion, children in Kindergarten or younger are invited to the Lower 
Level Children’s Area for children’s programming.



✠ Response to Our Offerings | “In the Lord, I’ll Be Ever Thankful” 

In the Lord, I’ll be ever thankful; 
in the Lord, I will rejoice! 
Look to God; do not be afraid. 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
Lift up your voices; the Lord is near. 

Celebration of Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

May God be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to our God. 
Let us give thanks to the God who created us all. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Music During Communion | It Shall Blossom Abundantly, by Marques L. A. Garrett 

Prayers of the People | Lord’s Prayer | adapted from Luke 11:2-4 & Matthew 6:13 (The Voice) 

Father in heaven, may your name be revered. 
May your kingdom come.  
May your will be accomplished on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us the food we need for tomorrow.  
Forgive us for our wrongs, as we forgive those who wrong us. 
Lead us away from temptation, and save us from the evil one. 
But let Your kingdom be … and let it be powerful and glorious forever. Amen. 

              
✠ Sending Hymn | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” pg. 12 | adapted from a liturgy by Melissa Haupt 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Lord, remember us. 
We need your redemption. 
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Where hands have 
     brought about destruction, desolation, and desecration, 
Where words have 
     condemned, betrayed, and deceived, 
Where silence has 
     concealed, isolated, and ignored—  
O come, Emmanuel 

6 O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 
and bring us comfort from afar! 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Shine light in the dark places, 
Speak peace in the lands haunted by violence, 
And ransom your people. 

As we remember 
your steadfast love and faithfulness, 
we wait expectantly; 
we rejoice in your coming. 
Amen. 

7 O come, desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind. 
Bid all our sad divisions cease, 
and be thyself our King of peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT
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Originally created for a 1988 world conference for the peace and reunification of the Korean peninsula,
these four stanzas centering on peace, love, freedom, and unity demonstrate how texts for particular
situations can become hymns that speak deeply to shared human longings. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Geonyong Lee, 1988; English trans. Marion Pope, c. 1990
MUSIC: Geonyong Lee, 1988
Text and Music © 1988 Geonyong Lee
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

87

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Johannes Olearius, 1671; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551

GENEVAN 42
8.7.8.7.7.7.8.8

This 17th-century German paraphrase of Isaiah 40:1–5 was one of the texts translated as part of the 19th-
century British interest in German religious poetry.  It is set here to one of the most popular Genevan Psalter
tunes, probably derived from an earlier French folksong.

6/20/13
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

129

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: German carol; stanzas 1, 2 trans. Theodore Baker, 1894, alt.; stanza 3 trans. Harriet Knuth Spaeth, 1985, alt.
MUSIC: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1609

ES IST EIN’ ROS’
7.6.7.6.6.7.6

Although the early copies of this 15th-century German text include many more stanzas than are printed here,
this simpler, shorter form has much to commend it. This early 17th-century harmonization of the traditional
chorale melody invites and rewards singing in parts.

129-lo how a.mus, Page 1
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Words: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite, P.D.
Music (VENI EMMANUEL 8.8.8.8 refrain 8.8): French processional, 15th c., P.D.; arr. Evangelical Lutheran 
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61 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Words: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite, P.D.
Music (VENIEMMANUEL 8.8.8.8 with refrain): French processional, 15th c., P.D.; arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortres Publishers

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

To use with Psalm 74: sing stanzas 1, 2, 4 and 6 then the refrain.  After st. 1 read Psalm 74:1-11,
        st. 2 Psalm 74:12-17; st. 4 Psalm 74:18-23; then conclude with st. 6 and the refrain. 
5  O come, O Key of David, come 
    and open wide our heavenly home. 
    Make safe the way that leads on high, 
    and close the path to misery.
    Refrain 

6  O come, O Bright and Morning Star,
    and bring us comfort from afar!
    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
    and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
    Refrain

7  O come, desire of nations, bind
    all peoples in one heart and mind.
    Bid all our sad divisions cease,
    and be thyself our King of peace.
    Refrain
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Pastoral, Ministry, & Administrative Staff and Elected Church Officers 
Pastors 

Rev. Dr. Carl Anderson, transitional pastor | pastorcarl@saintandrew-ic.org 
Rev. Colette Soults, 	pastoral care associate | pastoralcare@saintandrew-ic.org 
Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, pastor emeritus 

Administrative Ministries 
Walter Sparks, finance administrator | finance@saintandrew-ic.org 
Jeff Charis-Carlson, director of communications & media ministries | jcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org 
Amy Schmidt-Rundell, mission outreach coordinator | amysr@saintandrew-ic.org 

Children’s, Family & Student Ministries 
Matt Moore, director of student ministries | mmoore@saintandrew-ic.org 
Thomas Hartley, director of children’s and family ministries | thartley@saintandrew-ic.org 
Nichole Hoffman, children’s ministries outreach coordinator | nhoffman@saintandrew-ic.org 
Sara Penn, children’s ministries activities coordinator | spenn@saintandrew-ic.org  

Music Ministries 
Austen Wilson, director of music ministries | awilson@saintandrew-ic.org 
Laura Kastens, director of handbell ministries | lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
Julia Van Den Top, organist & accompanist | jvandentop@saintandrew-ic.org  

Elders 
2026: Chloe Goers, Aaron Gibson, Mary Hausler, Virginia Ibrahim-Olin, Josh Schilling, 
     and Gregs Thomopulos 
2027: Becky Benson, Scott Fisher, Austin Kannegieter, Emily Neddermeyer, and Munir Tanas 
2028: Helen Bryce, Don Burch, Paula McCue, Judy Swafford, and Jon Swearingen 

Deacons 
2026: Jim Halverson, Scott Hoffman, Emmit Schmidt-Rundell, Jamie Tanas, Mettie Thomopulos 
     and David Weitzel 
2027: Jordan Barrett, Kathy & Dave Duys, Lynne Ginsberg, Cody Neddermeyer, and Jenni Stacy-Adams 
2028: Laurel Crusinberry, Vern Dengler, Rick Graf, Cindy Seyfer, and Allison Van Iddekinge 

Personnel Team (at large) 
2026: Twila Finkelstein | 2027: Kent Short | 2028: Ernie Found and Mindy Egeland 

Nominating Team (at large) 
2026: Kyle Bernard, Hillary Chappo, Paul Heidger, and Toni Van Voorhis 

Finance Team (elected by Session) 
Treasurer: Emily Neddermeyer (2026); Assistant Treasurer: Michelle DeGroot (2026)

mailto:pastorcarl@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:pastoralcare@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:finance@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:jcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:amysr@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mmoore@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:thartley@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:nhoffman@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:spenn@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:awilson@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:jvandentop@saintandrew-ic.org
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Questions about Worship? 
• Welcome! We are happy to have you join us today. If you would like more information about St. Andrew, 

please email office@saintandrew-ic.org or fill out this short form: https://tinyurl.com/sapc-guest. 

• Our worship services begin in-person and online shortly before 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 

• Nursery care (up to age 2) is provided in the Lower Level throughout the morning. Programming for 
children (through Kindergarten age) begins in the Lower Level after the Time for Young Disciples. 

• Unless otherwise designated, gifts given to the weekly offering support the church budget, including 
staff salaries, utilities, mission outreach, and all aspects of ministry. 

• To log into the St. Andrew Connect system, either download the St. Andrew App through the App 
Store/Google Play or visit https://saintandrew.ccbchurch.com. 

• There are wheelchairs available for use as needed by the coat racks near the upper level entrance. 
There is an AED near the Coffee Kitchen should a medical emergency arise. 

• Permission to livestream the music in this service is from CCLI (#617801) and One License (A-711114).

mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
https://tinyurl.com/sapc-guest
https://saintandrew.ccbchurch.com
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• Lessons and Carols | Today 
• The Great Christmas Ring (offsite) | Dec. 13 
• Children’s Christmas Pageant | Dec. 14 
• Orchestra Iowa Brass Concert | Dec. 14 
• Food Market | Dec. 17 
• Celebration of Life: Pat Dustin Wood | Dec. 19 
• Cocoa and Carols | Dec. 21 
• Christmas Eve | 5, 7, & 11 p.m., Dec. 24 
• Bingo & Games | Jan. 2, 2026 
• At the Table | Jan. 8 

• Sunday School Resumes | Jan. 11 
• Next Steps | Jan. 18 
• Food Market | Jan. 28 
• Women’s Retreat | Jan. 31 
• At the Table | Feb. 5 
• St. Olaf Band Concert | Feb. 6 
• Congregational Meeting | Feb. 8 
• Chili Cookoff & Souper Bowl Lunch | Feb. 8 
• Ash Wednesday | Feb. 18 
• Presbytery Leadership Meeting | Feb. 24 

Upcoming Events


