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Hymns + Songs | Pages are listed for the printed bulletin 
                              Numbers (#) are listed for music in the Lift Up Your Hearts (red) hymnal 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit.

READ  Luke 1:24-45  |  Isaiah 40:1-11

COMMENTARY   |    Rev. Cecelia D. Armstrong 
When we are weary, we find it hard to express joy. When we are 
weary, we might find it hard to share space with others because 
our weariness has seemingly stolen our joy. However, is it even 
possible to be joy-filled by yourself? Sure, there are things we can 
do that will bring us joy, but what external joy is possible without 
others to acknowledge it? Could it be that internal joy can only be 
actualized in external connections? Shared joy is one way that a 
weary world can rejoice.

We find Elizabeth alone for five months. There is no indication in 
the text that explains her isolation, but speculation offers that her 
isolation was due to the same reasons Zechariah was silenced. 
Elizabeth probably had questions. Can we speculate what those 
questions might have been? “Does the Lord know how old I 
am?” “We have been wanting children for a while and NOW we 
are pregnant?” “The shame of being barren has caused me to be 
weary, so how am I supposed to rejoice with this?” We don’t hear 
her questions, but we hear her resolve in verse 25: “This is what 
the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took 
away the disgrace I have endured among my people.”

We are not sure about Mary’s travels. Mary sets out with haste 
to enter the house of Zechariah and greet Elizabeth. (Zechariah 
probably didn’t say a word.) We don’t know if she traveled alone, 
but we do know she went on a mission to get clarity about her own 
encounter with Gabriel. Creative thinking suggests that Mary did 
all of this on her own, in isolation, by herself, with no one to help, 
hurt, or hinder her mission. We don’t hear her questions either. We 
hear her question Gabriel wondering how this can be, since she is 
a virgin, but we don’t hear her internal dialogue during her travels. 

The Second Week of Advent    |    How does a weary world rejoice?
We find joy in connection

13  |  SANCTIFIED ART HOW DOES A WEARY WORLD REJOICE?  ADVENT DEVOTIONAL    |    WE FIND JOY IN CONNECTION

READ  Luke 1:67-80

FROM THE ARTIST  |    Hannah Garrity

This painting engages the flow of Zechariah’s prophecy. I painted in oil 
on canvas; the copper leaf represents God’s healing love. Copper has 
qualities that interact with its surroundings. When coiled, it can harness 
electricity out of thin air. When used in body wrapping, it can support 
internal self-repair. When used in pots and pans, it disperses heat evenly. 
When used in the womb, it causes the blood to flow monthly. When used 
in piping, it allows clean water to flow.

Over the years, I have been drawn to taking away plastics in my artwork. 
It is not always possible because acrylic paint and PVC pipe are such 
accessible media. But the natural materials draw me in physically, 
emotionally. In my work, I return to copper to hold banners up, to build 
sculpture, to create motion, and to capture light in an installation. It is 
a natural material that is prevalent in buildings. You can buy it at your 
local hardware store.

Here, the copper represents aspects of discipleship. It represents the 
presence of God in our lives and our actions—the presence of God in 
Zechariah’s prophecy and in John’s life and work.

The image is inspired by waters meeting one another. This intersecting flow 
portrays Zechariah’s words meeting John the Baptist’s life. It is a crashing 
toward, a central meeting place, a potential energy meeting a kinetic being. 

Holy Mother, your love is mighty—more powerful than all of the forces 
that act to barricade justice, to block righteousness. Guide us like you 
guided Zechariah in your ways of peace, in your strength of courage, in 
your acts of love. Amen.

PRAY
Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image on the left. Imagine placing 
yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Get quiet and 
still, offering a silent or spoken prayer to God.

The Fourth Sunday of Advent    |    How does a weary world rejoice?
We sing stories of hope
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:30 a.m. | December 24, 2023  

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | Iowa City, Iowa  

Thought for Reflection 

Christmas is God lighting a candle, and you don't light a candle in a room that's already full of sunlight. 
You light a candle in a room that's so murky that the candle, when lit, reveals just how bad things really 
are. The light shines in the darkness, says St. John, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

– N.T. Wright 

Welcome + Announcements   
  
Prelude |  O Come, O Come Emmanuel, arr. Dave Marlatt  
 
✠ Call to Gather | adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Speed  

How does a weary world rejoice? 
We sing songs of hope. 
We allow hope to change us, to strengthen us. 
We tell the stories of what could be. 
We listen for God’s word. 
We resist the temptation to give up or give in. 
We remember Mary’s song. 
We gather for worship. 
We hope. 
We hope. 
Against all odds, we hope. 
Friends, this is the day that the Lord is still making. 
Let us worship holy God. 

Lighting Song | “Christ, Be Our Light,” vs. 4 (hymnal, #908) 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. 
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Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

Lighting the Candle of Love 
  

Because too many people are wandering in the wilderness,  
because too many people are sitting in the valley of the shadow of death,  
because too many of our conversations are laced with conflict and bitterness,  
     we light candles … 
Because people all over the world are suffering,  
          and we’re often too distracted to notice,  
               we light candles …  
One for Hope, one for Peace, one for Joy, and one for Love. (Light the fourth candle.) 
May the light from these candles overwhelm the world. 
May the light from these candles illuminate the valley of the shadow of death. 
And may the fire from these candles burn away  
     whatever would prevent God’s love from being born among us. 
Friends, be not afraid, even now—even now!—God’s love is overwhelming the world, 
     on earth as it already is in heaven! 

✠ Gathering Hymn | “My Soul Cries Out,” pg. 8-9 (hymnal, #69) 

 ✠ Prayer of Confession and Promise of Ever-Present Grace | adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Speed 

Family of faith, we all know that a small group of convicted people can change the world. 
That’s how it’s always been.  
People like Mary, people like Zechariah, people like John the Baptist. 
And yet, we rarely feel like we can be one of those people.  
We downplay our ability to make a difference. 
We choose pessimism over optimism.  
We sweep hope under the rug for the sake of realism.  
We forget the words to Mary’s song. 
Fortunately for us, our God carries enough hope and grace for all of us.  
So let us go to God in prayer.  
Let us speak the truth of our lives, and let that honesty change us.  
Friends, let us pray: 
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Holy God, 
More days than not, hope feels like the rain. 
We try to hold onto it with cupped hands, 
but eventually, it slips right on through. 
Forgive us for holding hope so loosely. 
Forgive us for allowing the realities of today to define tomorrow. 
We know that this world needs people of hope, so today we pray: 
turn us into those people. 
Teach us how to sing Mary’s song of hope for the world. 
With open hearts we pray. 

Time for Silent Confession 

Body of Christ, no matter how many times we let hope slip through our fingers,  
we still belong to God.  
So hear and repeat these words after me: 
I am God’s beloved. 
I am God’s beloved. 
I am forgiven. 
I am forgiven. 
I am blessed and sent to serve. 
I am blessed and sent to serve. 
This is the good news of the Gospel. This is a hope we can hang our hats on.  
Thanks be to God for God’s unending love. Amen. 

  
✠ Musical Response | “In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful”        

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful; 
in the Lord I will rejoice! 
Look to God; do not be afraid. 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
Lift up your voices; the Lord is near. 

✠ Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion   

And now, as a visible sign    
of what it means to live together      
in the care and context     
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of Christ’s community,      
let us extend Christ’s     
peace and compassion    
to those around us!     
   
The peace of Christ be with you all!       
And also with you!     

  
Time for Young Disciples | Thomas Hartley, director of children’s and family ministries 

First Gospel Reading | Luke 1:26-38  

Second Gospel Reading | Luke 1:46b-55 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  
 
The Message | Rev. Kyle Otterbein 
  
✠ Hymn |  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs. 4-7, pg. 10 (hymnal, #61) 

Worship in Tithes and Offerings 

Christmas Joy Offering | Bruce Walker, Mission, Outreach, and Service Team 
• To Give Online | https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/christmas-joys 

  
Offertory | The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

  
✠ Response to Our Offerings | “Doxology for a Weary World” 

  
Praise the one Creator, praise the Living Christ 
Praise the Holy Spirit, praise both day and night. 
Praise when you are weary, praise in times of joy. 
Praise, my soul, with all your strength 
and your heart and voice. 
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Praise the one Cre a tor,- praise the Liv ing- Christ-

Praise the Ho ly- Spi rit,- praise both day and night

Praise when you are wea ry,- praise in times of joy

Praise, my soul, with all your strength and your heart and

voice

Doxology for a Weary World
CRANHAM (“In the Bleak Midwinter”)

Music: Gustav Holst (1906)Text: Anna Strickland (2023)

© 2023 Anna Strickland | A Sanctified Art, LLC | sanctifiedart.org



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer          

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   
  
For thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

  
✠ Sending Hymn |  “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming,” pg. 11 (hymnal, #79) 
       
✠ Benediction             
  
Postlude | Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661, by J. S. Bach     

Today’s Worship Participants  
Rev. W. Robert Martin III and Rev. Kyle Otterbein, pastors 
Karen Raynor, worship Leader  
Austen Wilson, director of music ministry 
Candle Lighters | Nicole, Matt, & Ashley Berry and Metti & Gregs Thomopulos 
Saxophone Ensemble | Lee Rabe, assistant director of instrumental ministries 
Vocal Quartet | Taylor Dengler-Schlicher, Pat Penn, Karen Raynor, and Austen Wilson 

 
The Flowers on the Chancel are given by the Found Family, in remembrance and celebration of all the 
blessings and grace given to all of us by our God. 
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Words: Rory Cooney (b. 1952), based on the Magnificat, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music (STAR OF COUNTY DOWN 8.6.8.6 D refrain 9.8.10.8): Irish traditional; arr. Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA 
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69 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
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Words: Rory Cooney (b. 1952), based on the Magnificat, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music: Irish traditional; arr. Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.

My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
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61 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Music (VENIEMMANUEL 8.8.8.8 with refrain): French processional, 15th c., P.D.; arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortres Publishers

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

To use with Psalm 74: sing stanzas 1, 2, 4 and 6 then the refrain.  After st. 1 read Psalm 74:1-11,
        st. 2 Psalm 74:12-17; st. 4 Psalm 74:18-23; then conclude with st. 6 and the refrain. 
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• Services on Christmas Eve Day | Dec. 24 
• 9:30 a.m. | 4th Week of Advent, with sermon by the Pastor Kyle Otterbein 
• 5 p.m. | A Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, led by the Children’s & Family Ministry Team 
• 7 p.m. | A Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with Choir & Organ, with prompting by Pastor Rob Martin 
• 11 p.m | A Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, led by the ETC Band, with prompting by Matt Moore 

• New Year’s Eve Game Night | Dec. 31 
• St. Andrew Hosts the Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby | Jan. 20, 2024 
• St. Andy’s Talent Show | Jan. 27, 2024 
• Women’s Retreat | Feb. 2-3, 2024 
• Luther College Nordic Choir | Melodious Harmony | Feb. 4 
• Flipping Tables Retreat | Feb. 24, 2024

Reminder of Upcoming Events 

Questions about Worship @ St. Andrew? 
   
• Welcome! We are happy to have you join us today. If you would like more information about St. Andrew, please 

email office@saintandrew-ic.org. 

• Our worship services begin in-person and online at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, followed by Sunday 
School and Adult Christian Education offerings from September to April and a variety of After Worship activities 
from May to August. The service usually begins with Welcome & Announcements a few minutes before 9:30 a.m. 

• All ages are welcome in our worship services. Worship materials for all ages are available in The Maker’s 
Toolbox outside the north entrance to the Sanctuary. 

• Nursery care (up to age 2) is provided in the Lower Level throughout the morning. Programming for children 
(through Kindergarten age) begins in the Lower Level after the Time for Young Disciples on most Sundays and 
after the Sharing of Christ’s Peace and Compassion on Communion Sundays. 

• Large print hymnals, bibles, and bulletins also are available outside the Sanctuary doors. A T-Coil hearing assist 
loop is also available for those with this feature on their hearing aids.  

• Prayer Requests may be written on a blue Prayer Request Card and placed in the offering plates as they are 
passed. 

• Unless otherwise designated, gifts given to the weekly offering—either in the offering plates or through our 
website—support the annual church budget, including staff salaries, utilities, mission outreach, and all aspects of 
ministry at St. Andrew. 

• To log into the St. Andrew Connect system, either download the St. Andrew App through the App Store/Google 
Play or visit saintandrew.ccbchurch.com. 

• Permission to livestream the music in this service is from CCLI (#617801) and One License (A-711114). 

mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
http://saintandrew.ccbchurch.com

