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Hymns + Songs | Pages are listed for the printed bulletin 
                              Numbers (#) are listed for music in the Lift Up Your Hearts (red) hymnal 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit.

Johnson County 
Interfaith Coalition



Second Sunday of Lent 
9:30 a.m. | February 25, 2024 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | Iowa City, Iowa   

Thought for Reflection 

“I really do believe in the New Jerusalem,  
I really do believe that we can all become better than we are. 
I know we can. But the price is enormous—and people are not yet willing to pay it.” 

— James Baldwin 

Welcome + Announcements 
  
Prelude | Down to the River to Pray, arr. By John A. Dempsey 

✠ Call to Gather | adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Are 

Today in worship, we will be reminded that again and again, we are called to listen.  
This is part of our invitation as people of faith—to not only speak, pray, and sing, but to listen. 
And I will be the first to say, listening is hard.  
From our toddler years on up, we struggle to listen, 
particularly when we don’t know what we’re listening for or we don’t agree with what we’re hearing. 
So for just a moment, as we gather ourselves for worship,  
I want to invite you to join me by embodying our prayer as I prompt you. 
Let us listen, let us pray: 
Family of faith, I invite you to close your eyes. 

Rest your feet on the floor beneath you. 
Release any tension you are holding— 
In your jaw, your neck, your shoulders, your hands, your legs, your feet. 
Take a deep breath in and slowly let it out. 
The Hebrew word for breath (ruach) is the same word for Spirit. 
So as you breathe, imagine that it is God who is filling up your lungs with energy and love. 
Trust that God is as close as your very breath. 
Now I invite you to still your mind. Imagine your mind as a river. 
Thoughts will drift into view; they always do. 
However, instead of holding onto those thoughts, allow yourself to let them float by. 
And listen. 
Listen deep. 
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Listen far. 
Listen wide. 
Listen. 
The sound of your breath is the sound of the Divine. 
This is a holy space. 
Let us worship God. 

✠ Gathering Hymn | “My Faith Looks Up to Thee,” pg. 8 (hymnal, #426)  

✠ Prayer of Confession and Promise of Ever-Present Grace | adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Are 

Often the first step to change is listening. 
We have to listen to those we’ve hurt. 
We have to listen to creation as she cries. 
We have to listen to the voice of the oppressed, 
If we ever hope to make things right. 
So today as we begin our prayer of confession, 
We will start with our moment of silence— 
A moment to listen. 
And then we will pray together trusting that God is always listening to us, 
And that God’s ears listen with love. 
So let us confess, silently and then together... 

Time for Silent Confession 

Listening God, 
Take what is closed in us and open it. 
Take what is distracted in us and settle it. 
Take what is hurting in us and hold it. 
Take any and all parts of us that create distance from you. 
For we are like Peter, O God. 
We argue what we don’t know. We fear what we cannot see. 
And we almost always speak sooner than we listen. 
So open us, settle us, hold us, and forgive us. 
We long to hear you more clearly. 
We long to know you more fully. 
With hope we pray, 
And with gratitude we confess. 
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Siblings in Christ, 
We confess with gratitude because we know that God already has heard and forgiven us. 
No matter what we have done or left undone, we are held in God’s hand. 
So rest in this good news: 
God invites us in. 
God meets us where we are. 
God hears our prayers. 
God forgives us. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

✠ Musical Response 

Glory to the Creator, 
and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen. 

 ✠ Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion 

And now, as a visible sign    
of what it means to live together      
in the care and context     
of Christ’s community,      
let us extend Christ’s     
peace and compassion    
to those around us!     
The peace of Christ be with you all!       
And also with you!     

  
Old Testament Reading | Psalm 22:23-31 (Bible, pg. 435) 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

Time for Young Disciples ✞  
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✞ Following the Time for Young Disciples, Kindergartners and younger children are welcome to join activities in the Lower 
Level Children’s Area. 



Gospel Reading | Mark 8:31-38 (Bible, pg. 820)        
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

The Prompting | The Rev. Kyle Otterbein         

Welcoming New Members           

✠ Hymn | “Beneath the Cross of Jesus,” pg. 9 (hymnal, #167)        

Offerings of Time, Treasure, and Talents 
  

Offertory | “Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain,” by Carolyn Jennings 

✠ Response to Our Offerings | “Doxology” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

  
Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer | inclusive language version by Parker Palmer    

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  
Holy and blessed is your true name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one.  
Give us this day the bread we need,  
and give it to those who have none.  
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us– 
from each one to each one.  
Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days — 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:  
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 

✠ Sending Hymn | “We’ve Come This Far By Faith,” pg. 10 
(First Time: Choir Only) 
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✠ Benediction  
        
Postlude | Fugue in G minor, BWV 542, by J. S. Bach 

Today’s Worship Participants 
Rev. W. Robert Martin III and Rev. Kyle Otterbein, pastors 
Becky Benson, worship leader 
Austen Wilson, director of music ministries 
Flute Ensemble | Pat Penn, director 
Logos Choir | Abby Chen, organist and accompanist 
Thomas Hartley, director of children’s & family ministries
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Words: Ray Palmer, 1830, alt., P.D.
Music (OLIVET 6.6.4.6.6.6.4): Lowell Mason, 1832, P.D.

426 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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Words: Ray Palmer, 1830, alt, P.D.
Music (OLIVET 6.6.4.6.6.6.4): Lowell Mason, 1832, P.D.

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Optional prayer (based on Ps. 141:8; 2 Cor. 4:6)

Our eyes turn to you, O sovereign Lord; 
in you we take refuge. 
By the illumining power of your Holy Spirit, 
help us to see the light of the knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Words: Ray Palmer, 1830, alt., P.D.
Music (OLIVET 6.6.4.6.6.6.4): Lowell Mason, 1832, P.D.

426 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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Words: Ray Palmer, 1830, alt, P.D.
Music (OLIVET 6.6.4.6.6.6.4): Lowell Mason, 1832, P.D.

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Optional prayer (based on Ps. 141:8; 2 Cor. 4:6)

Our eyes turn to you, O sovereign Lord; 
in you we take refuge. 
By the illumining power of your Holy Spirit, 
help us to see the light of the knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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Words: Elizabeth C. Clephane (1830-1869), P.D.
Music (ST. CHRISTOPHER 7.6.8.6.8.6.8.6): Frederick C. Maker (1844-1927), P.D.

167 Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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Words: Elizabeth C. Clephane (1830-1869), P.D.
Music (ST. CHRISTOPHER 7.6.8.6.8.6.8.6): Frederick C. Maker (1844-1927), P.D.

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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We’ve Come This Far by Faith
THANKSGIVING

656

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Albert A. Goodson, 1956
Text and Music © 1965, ren.1993 Manna Music, Inc. (admin. ClearBox Rights)

THIS FAR BY FAITH
Irregular

This refrain from a longer hymn could well be understood as a black gospel reflection on several biblical
passages: 2 Corinthians 5:7, 1 Samuel 7:12, and 1 Chronicles 17:16. All these texts bear witness to God’s
faithfulness toward all who are engaged in the pilgrimage of faith.

6/6/13

656-weve come this-449.mus, Page 1
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• Melodious Harmony: “City Called Heaven: 
The Search for Rest,” with Logos Choir | 
March 2 

• Photo Studio in the MPR | March 3 
• Sunday Solace | March 3 
• At the Table | March 7 
• Big Table: French Cuisine | March 8 
• Big Table | March 15 
• Holy Week 

• Palm Sunday | March 24 
• Maundy Thursday | March 28 
• Good Friday | March 29 
• Easter | March 31 

◦ Fireside Service: 6:30 a.m. 
◦ Sunrise Service: 7 a.m. 
◦ Worship: 9 & 11 a.m. 

• At the Table | April 4 
• Sunday Solace | April 7 

• At the Table | April 4 
• Sunday Solace | April 7 
• 25Live Walk-a-Thon | April 25 
• ETC Trivia Night | April 26 
• Children-Led Worship Service | April 28 
• At the Table | May 2 
• Melodious Harmony: Arsenal Duo | May 4 
• Sunday Solace | May 5 
• Final Week of Sunday School Classes | May 

12 
• Sunday Solace | June 2 
• Flamy Grant Concert | June 4 
• At the Table | June 6 
• Stronghold | June 9-14 
• VBS | June 17-21 
• High School Mission Trip | July 21-26

Reminder of Upcoming Events 
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Sunday School & Learning Academy Classes 
• 2 & 3 Year Olds to 6th Grade | Meet in Children’s Area 
• Jr. High | Room 19 
• Upcoming Sunday Learning Academy Classes 

• Today - March 3 | "Lessons from Lasso” | Join father-son pair Paul & Jeremy Penn for a humor-
filled discussion of the lessons to be learned from the hit television show, “Ted Lasso.” | The Hub 

• Feb. 25 - March 3 | “The Gift of Empathy” | Join St. Andrew's Stephen Ministers for a discussion 
of empathy. | Conference Room (#128) 

• March 10, 17, and 24 | “Seeing the Passion of Christ through the Eyes of Rembrandt” | Join Shana 
Stuart for an exploration of Lenten art. | The Hub 

• March 17 | “Adventures in Cooking: Guatemala Style” (rescheduled) | Join Mike Anderson to 
experience cooking homemade corn tortillas and black beans as we discuss Impacto Ministry. Note: 
This class, which has been rescheduled, is limited to 10 people. 

Questions about Worship @ St. Andrew? 
   
• Welcome! We are happy to have you join us today. If you would like more information about St. Andrew, 

please email office@saintandrew-ic.org. 

• Our worship services begin in-person and online at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. The service 
usually begins with Welcome & Announcements a few minutes before 9:30 a.m. 

• All ages are welcome in our worship services. Worship materials for all ages are available in The 
Maker’s Toolbox outside the north entrance to the Sanctuary. 

• Nursery care (up to age 2) is provided in the Lower Level throughout the morning. Programming for 
children (through Kindergarten age) begins in the Lower Level after the Time for Young Disciples on 
most Sundays and after the Sharing of Christ’s Peace and Compassion on Communion Sundays. 

• Unless otherwise designated, gifts given to the weekly offering—either in the offering plates or online—
support the church budget, including staff salaries, utilities, mission outreach, and all aspects of ministry 
at St. Andrew. 

• To log into the St. Andrew Connect system, either download the St. Andrew App through the App 
Store/Google Play or visit saintandrew.ccbchurch.com. 

• Permission to livestream the music in this service is from CCLI (#617801) and One License (A-711114)

mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
http://saintandrew.ccbchurch.com

