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What a year! 

COVID-19.  

Masks, cancellations, and 
restricted gatherings.  

Hybrid schooling and working 
from home.  

Yet another Zoom meeting.  

How can we be excited about the 
holidays when everything is 
weird this year?  

So much is different, but some 
things never change.  

This Advent season, the St. Andrew family remains focused on what we 
know is good and true: Jesus is coming. Let us prepare our hearts and 
lean into our traditions … even if they look a bit different.  

Rather than talk about what is not happening this year, the St. Andrew 
family prefers to focus on what is happening … and that’s a lot. 

Take a look at this “Guide to Advent 2020” and see how we are 
doing what we always do at this time of year: celebrating the birth of the 
Christ Child.  We are doing that in new ways, but it’s a tradition we won’t give up.  

Read these pages and look how we are celebrating what COVID-19 can’t take away: A Savior sent 
to save the world. Amen! 
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VIRTUAL CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

SET TO PREMIERE 
2 P.M. DECEMBER 13

‘ADVENT AT HOME’ 
KITS AVAILABLE FOR 
PEOPLE OF ALL AGES 
PICK UP & DELIVERY

LOOKING FOR ZOOM 
CONNECTIONS? 
CONTACT THE 

CHURCH OFFICE

“Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and 

on earth peace 
among those whom 
he favors!” Luke 2:4

ADVENT TRADITIONS 
CONTINUE @ ST. ANDREW

BUILDING CLOSED ON 
CHRISTMAS EVE, BUT 

SERVICE WILL BE 
PRE-RECORDED 
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Get Involved This Season 
Here are ongoing projects with opportunities for involvement:  

Mitten Tree: Donate hats and waterproof mittens or gloves for 
students at Borlaug Elementary School. Donate your items by 
placing them on and around the Mitten Tree in the lower level. 
Deadline: Sunday, Dec. 13. 

Reverse Advent Calendar Food Drive: Pick up a box 
from the atrium (or use any box or bag from home). Add a food 
item, hygiene supply, or pet food every day of Advent. The week 
before Christmas, take your donations to one of the food pantries 
in Iowa City, Coralville, or North Liberty. For information, visit 
https://bit.ly/sapcreverseadvent. 

Alternative Gift Market: The market is all on-line this year, 
but there are plenty of options for gifts that will help with good 
work around the world. Get all the details and shop by going to 
https://bit.ly/sapcgifts. This project was coordinated by the 
Mission, Outreach, and Service Team.  

Feed My Starving Children: Iowa City MobilePack: 
Because of COVID-19, this international feeding program has 
moved from volunteers to machine-packing. In response to higher 
costs of packaging the food, the local team has organized a virtual 
fundraiser: It Takes a Village to Feed a Village. The goal is to 
raise $10,000, enough to help feed an entire village for a year. For 
information, visit http://icmobilepack.org. 

Staying in Touch: Send a card, note, or other form of holiday 
cheer to St. Andrew members and friends who may be feeling 
isolated, lonely, or sad as we approach a COVID Christmas. For 
the name and address of someone who may appreciate a note, 
contact Heather Woodin, hwoodin@saintanderw-ic.org 
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“And the Word became 
flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth.” 
John 1:14

“A shoot shall come out 
from the stump of 
Jesse” Isaiah 11:1

https://bit.ly/sapcreverseadvent
https://bit.ly/sapcgifts
http://icmobilepack.org/
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Shelter House: Shelter House maintains a list of most-needed 
items, from toothpaste to bus passes. For an updated list and for 
instructions on how to donate directly to the shelter, go to 
https://shelterhouseiowa.org/inkind-donations. 

Pajamas for Kids: St. Andrew member Jenni Stephens is 
teaming up with the Rotary Club to collect pajamas for boys and 
girls (size 8-18) at Iowa City Domestic Violence shelter. Drop off 
the PJs in the Atrium at the church building. For information 
about financial donations, call Jenni at 559-335-3664. 

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary: Because of COVID 
concerns, St. Andrew’s building will be closed on Christmas Eve, 
but the Christmas Eve service will be pre-recorded on December 
11 and premiered on YouTube at 5 p.m. December 24. The 
Interiors Team will soon be hard at work decorating the Sanctuary 
and the Atrium for the season, and they are taking orders for 
Poinsettias to feature in the December 11 recording and the 
December 13 Worship Livestream. The Poinsettia Order Form can 
be found at https://bit.ly/sapcpoinsettias. 

Behind the Scenes 
Here are holiday projects that already have happened: 

Scarf Kits: St. Andrew kids and adults created 54 fleece scarves, 
and more knitted and crocheted scarves for Shelter House. The 
drive was coordinated by Marcia Murphy and the Mental Health 
Initiatives (MHI) and Access & Inclusive Mission Team (AIM). 

More Scarf Kits: Kids enrolled in programs through the 
Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center will receive a scarf kit for 
Christmas. The kit includes fleece fabric and instructions for 
creating their own scarf to keep them warm this winter. (This 
project, coordinated by Jeff and Karna Wieck, was made possible 
through a $250 Thrivent Action Team Project Grant.) 
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“Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have 

found favor with God.” 
Luke 1:30

“The steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come 

to an end.” 
Lamentations 3:22

https://shelterhouseiowa.org/inkind-donations
https://bit.ly/sapcpoinsettias
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Snack Bags: The Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center’s NEST 
program meets at St. Andrew. Students enrolled in the hybrid 
learning plan for the Iowa City School District meet at the church 
for their out-of-school learning. All the students were given snack 
bags for their Thanksgiving break, including cereal, fruit, granola 
bars, and more. (This project, coordinated by Tim and Becky 
Benson, was made possible through a $250 Thrivent Action 
Team Project Grant.) 

Fun and Games: Pheasant Ridge NEST kids at the church 
took home puzzles, games, and other toys donated by the Borlaug 
Elementary School PTO. This project was coordinated by the 
Children’s and Family Ministry Team.  

Winter Clothing for Kids: Pheasant Ridge students received 
gently-used coats, gloves, boots, and other winter gear. This 
project was coordinated by the Deacons.  

Winter Clothing for Adults: Guests at Shelter House 
received $500 in vouchers to be redeemed for winter clothing at 
Goodwill. This project was coordinated by the Mission, Outreach, 
and Service Team.  

Grocery Help: Shoppers at the Mormon Trek Fareway store 
who are a few dollars short at check-out can talk to a manager 
about getting assistance. The store manager has a $500 gift card 
to be allocated as needed, a few dollars at a time. This project was 
coordinated by the Mission, Outreach, and Service Team.  

Operation Christmas Child/The Shoebox Project: St. 
Andrew families and friends filled 48 shoeboxes that will be 
delivered to children in need around the world. This project was 
coordinated by the Children’s and Family Ministry Team. 
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“You will have joy and 
gladness, and many 

will rejoice at his 
birth.” Luke 1:14

“How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the 
feet of the messenger 
who announces peace, 
who brings good 
news.” Isaiah 52:7
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Bringing Bible Stories To Life 

The Virtual Children’s Christmas Pageant will be 
available for viewing starting at 2 p.m. Sunday Dec. 13. Watch 
the pre-recorded video of children sharing Good News of Great 
Joy. The link, when available, will be posted to the church 
website and the St. Andrew App. All kids in preschool through 
6th grade are invited to pick up an “At-Home Pageant Kit” 
with resources and fun stuff to use while watching the pageant. To 
order a free kit, talk to Heather or email 
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 

The Virtual Musical “Moses and the Freedom Fanatics” 
remains available for viewing at https://bit.ly/SAPCmusical. 
Watching (or re-watching) this 22-minute production is a good 
start to your family nights this season! 

‘Advent at Home’ Resources 

Advent Resources for people of all ages will be available 
starting Nov. 29. The materials are on a table in the Atrium and 
include Advent devotionals, candles for each Sunday of Advent 
and Christmas Eve, and activities for children and families. Stop 
by and choose the materials that interest you, or call the church 
office (319-338-7523) or email office@saintandrew-ic.org, 
and we’ll deliver an “Advent At-Home” Kit to you! 

5

“Here is the Lamb of 
God who takes away 
the sin of the world!” 

John 1:29

“But you, O Bethlehem 
of Ephrathah, who are 
one of the little clans of 
Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one 
who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of 
old.” Micah 5:2

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org
http://www.saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org?subject=Advent%20Kits
https://bit.ly/SAPCmusical
mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
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Hands-On KidZooms 

Kids in the Kitchen: Kids who like to bake are invited to a 
Zoom meeting where we will create a fruit-filled Puff Pastry Braid, 
pretty enough and worthy of a holiday breakfast—or just a special 
treat.  

The Zoom class is free, but you’ll have to buy the ingredients in 
advance so you are ready to bake.  While the pastry is in the oven, 
we’ll chat about holiday plans and family traditions! This program 
is best for kids who have a bit of experience in the kitchen and can 
follow simple instructions, but it also works for younger or less 
experienced kids with some adult supervision.  

We’ll Zoom together at 10 am on Saturday, Dec. 5, then the 
program will be available on YouTube for viewing anytime. For a 
link to the Zoom meeting and an ingredient list, contact Heather 
Woodin, hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 

Gingerbread Nativity Creations: Kids of all ages are 
invited to create a Gingerbread Nativity You choose the materials! 
You can use real gingerbread, graham crackers, or even just 
cardboard or paper. It doesn’t have to be edible! 

Work alone or with your family to show us your version of the 
night Baby Jesus was born. Maybe you want to create a stable with 
the baby in the manger and Mary and Joseph looking on.  Maybe 
you will add shepherds, animals, Wise Men, and a star. 

Finish your creation by 6:30 pm Thursday, Dec. 10, then join our 
Zoom meeting at that time to show your creation and see what 
others have created: https://bit.ly/gingerbreadzoom. If you 
send us photos of your creation (either in progress or finished), 
we’ll put them on our church Facebook page. 
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 “In him was life, and 
the life was the light of 

all people.” John 1:4

“For a child has been 
born for us, a son 
given to us; authority 
rests upon his 
shoulders.” Isaiah 9:6

mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
https://bit.ly/gingerbreadzoom
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org
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Candle Lighting in Worship 
It’s a St. Andrew tradition to have families and friends light the 
Advent candles during our worship services. The tradition 
continues—although the candle-lighting and readings will be 
recorded in advance this year.  

We have asked five long-time St. Andrew families to serve in this 
way. Each Sunday of Advent and on Christmas Eve, a three-
generation family will come together to light the candles and share 
readings with the congregation.  

These families have their own holiday traditions, including 
teaching their children the stories of our faith.  

With great joy, we welcome these Advent candle-lighters and 
readers: 

The Heidger Family: Paul and Margaret; Julie; 
Kaevion, Paul, Piers, and Rain. 

The Gibson Family: Ken and Ginni; Aaron and Kari; 
Emma, Kaylee, Thomas, and AJ. 

The Fick Family: Dan and Deb; Ben and Mattie; Kyle, 
Allison, and Eleanor Bernard. 

The Kasper Family: Jerry and Cindy; Bryan, Stacie, 
and Leo. 

The Thomopulos Family: Gregs and Mettie; Mat, 
Nicole, and Ashley Berry. 

Christmas Eve 
Because of COVID concerns, St. Andrew’s building will be closed 
on Christmas Eve, but a prerecorded Christmas Eve service will be 
premiered at 5 p.m. December 24 on the church’s YouTube 
channel: http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube.  

If you would like to connect with other St. Andrew members via 
Zoom on Christmas Eve, contact the church office 
(office@saintandrew-ic.org) as soon as possible to find an 
online conversation to join. 
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“Now the birth of Jesus 
the Messiah took place 

in this way.”  
Matthew 1:18

“See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare 
your way, the voice of 
one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the Lord, 
make his paths 
straight.’” Mark 1:2-3

mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
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