


Thought for Reflection  
Snowy, snowy Christmas Eve,  
for on this night, we all believe.  
Stardust spreads both far and wide,  
as Angel songs in hearts abide.   

― Donald T Iannone  
  

Virtual Gathering Music | The First Noel, arr. Kevin McChesney 
   O Come All Ye Faithful, arr. William Himes  
  
Welcome + Announcements |  
  
Virtual Prelude | Once in Royal David’s City, arr. William Himes  
  
Choral Prelude | Carol of the Bells, arr. Peter Wilhousky  
  
✠ Call to Gather | 

Joy comes to the world this night —  
through our God who sets aside glory  
to become as hopeful and as helpless as we are.  
Hope comes to the world this night —  
in Jesus who embraces the poor as family  
to bring justice for those who are oppressed.  
Peace comes to the world this night —  
through the Spirit who reconciles the divided  
and tears down walls of hate.  
Love comes to the world this night —  
through the birth of a child who will change our lives  
and lead us toward God’s blessed Light!  

  
✠ Congregational Carol | “The First Noel” 
  

1 The first Nowell the angel did say was to 
certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel.  
  

2 They looked up and saw a star  
shining in the east beyond them far;  
and to the earth it gave great light,  

and so it continued both day and night. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel.   
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3 And by the light of that same star  

three wise men came from country far;  
to seek for a king was their intent,  

and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel.  
  

4 This star drew nigh to the northwest;  
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,  

and there it did both stop and stay,  
right over the place where Jesus lay. 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel.  

 
5 Then entered in those wise men three,  

full reverently upon their knee,  
and offered there in his presence  

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel.  
  

6 Then let us all with one accord  
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,  

that hath made heaven and earth of nought,  
and with his blood our life hath bought.  

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel.  

  
Lighting of the Christ Candle | 

Immanuel, God-with-us, with eyes open, hearts softened, minds listening, and spirits full,   
we rejoice that you interrupt what we have in mind this night   
in order to bring into being something more than we dare imagine.   

(The Christ Candle is Lit)  
May the light of Christ shine bright this evening —  
turning the darkness away and bringing hope to our waiting hearts!  

  
✠ Musical Response | “Savior of the Nations Come,” verse 1 (hymnal, #74) 
  

Savior of the nations, come,  
show yourself, the virgin’s son.  
Fill with wonder, all the earth,  

that our God chose such a birth.  
  
✠ Prayer of Confession and Promise of Ever-Present Grace |  

Be near us this night, O God of compassion and hope.  
Be near us, as we bring our foolish lives, our damaging words, our poor choices to your heart.  
Be near us, and touch us with that mercy which gives us new life,   
even as we rejoice in the life which was in the Child whose birth we celebrate in these silent moments.  
Please join with me now in our time of confession — both public and private:  
  
We sing of the one who was away in a manger, O God of new life,   
but quickly ignore the cries of little ones who are forgotten.    
We imagine the holy family was as well-off as we are, but forget    

3

Hymns + Songs | Pages listed for printed bulletin or Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit. 



they are the relatives of the poor and dispossessed around us.    
The gifts of wonder and grace are offered to us,   
but how silently we use them in our words and in our lives.  
Come to us once again, O Child of Bethlehem, to give us new life and hope.  
May we join with the angels in singing songs of joy,  
as we bring healing to the broken and hope to the bruised.  
May we open the doors of our hearts to those searching for refuge  
as they journey to escape fear and anguish.  
May we see each person as precious in your eyes,  
as well as ours, as the One whose lowly birth we celebrate this night,  
Jesus our Brother, and of our Blood.  

  
A Time for Silent Confession  
  
Here in the silence of these moments,  
in the glow of candles as well as grace,  
we are offered the good news.    
This is the night God come to us,   
to remind us that we are never alone,   
and that we we are loved and cherished  
as children of the Divine.   

  
✠ Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion |  

On this Holy Night, may each of us experience   
that peace that passes all understanding —  
and in doing so we pray that we may experience Christ himself,  
the promised Peace of the world.  
 The peace of Christ be with you all!  
And also with you!  

  
✠ Congregational Carol | “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” verses 1 and 2 (hymnal, #88) 

  
1 O little town of Bethlehem,  

how still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  

the silent stars go by.  
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth  

the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years  

Are met in thee tonight.  

2 For Christ is born of Mary  
and, gathered all above,  

while mortals sleep, the angels keep  
their watch of wondering love.  

O morning stars, together  
proclaim the holy birth,  

and praises sing to God the king,  
and peace to all on earth.  
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✠ Congregational Carol | “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” verses 1 and 5  

  
1 It came upon the midnight clear,  

that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth,  

to touch their harps of gold:  
“Peace on the earth, good will to all,  

from heaven’s all-gracious King”:  
the world in solemn stillness lay,  

to hear the angels sing.  
  

5 For lo, the days are hastening on,  
by prophets seen of old,  

when with the ever-circling years  
shall come the time foretold,  

when peace shall over all the earth  
its ancient splendors fling,  

and the whole world give back the song  
which now the angels sing.  

  
Old Testament Reading | Isaiah 9:2-7 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God  
  
Choral Anthem | The Coventry Carol  
  
Gospel Reading | Luke 2:1-20 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.   
  
Choral Anthem | All Praise to Thee, by Elaine Hagenberg 
  
Prayer of Invocation | 
  
The Prompting | Out on the Fringes of Hope | Rev. W. Robert Martin, III  
  
✠ Congregational Carol | “What Child is This?” (hymnal, #95) verses 1 and 3  
  

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet  
while shepherds watch are keeping?  

This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  

haste, haste to bring him laud,  
the babe, the son of Mary!  

3 So bring him Incense, gold, and myrrh;  
come, peasant, king, to own him.  

The King of kings salvation brings;  
let loving hearts enthrone him.  
Raise, raise the song on high,  
the virgin sings her lullaby;  
joy, joy, for Christ is born,  
the babe, the son of Mary.  

  
✠ Congregational Carol | “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (hymnal, #79) verses 1 and 2  

    

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming  
from tender stem hath sprung,  

of Jesse’s lineage coming,  
by faithful prophets sung.  
It came, a floweret bright,  
amid the cold of winter,  

when half spent was the night. 

2 Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,  
the rose I have in mind;  
with Mary we behold it,  
the virgin mother kind.  

To show God’s love aright  
she bore for us a Savior,  

when half spent was the night.  
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A Christmas Eve Litany of Light | 
In a little town, known for nothing much,  
God’s holy child was born.  
Choir: With rising hope, we welcome the coming Light  
By the faint glow of the moon,  
Mary and Joseph found their way.  
Choir: With rising hope, we welcome the coming Light!  
Shown by a courtyard fire,  
the open stable door was seen.  
Choir: With rising hope, we welcome the coming Light!  
Warm breath of resting beasts,  
kindly sparkled in their eyes.  
Choir: With rising hope, we welcome the coming Light!  
In the shadowy stable stall,  
Joseph kindled a lamp.  
Choir: With rising hope, we welcome the coming Light!  
There Mary gave birth to Jesus,  
called God-With-Us-Now.  
Choir: With abundant joy, we welcome the Light into our world!  
Angels opened the doors of heaven,  
and sang, “Glory to God in the heights!”  
Choir: With abundant joy, we welcome the Light into our world!  
Shepherds saw the sky ablaze,  
left their sheep and came to see.  
Choir: With abundant joy, we welcome the Light into our world!  
In the darkest winter night,  
God set a brilliant star.  
Choir: With abundant joy, we welcome the Light into our world!  
Magi from the East  
divined God’s shining sign.  
Choir: With abundant joy, we welcome the Light into our world!  
And on this Christmas night  
with joy, we greet the Child.  
Choir: With open arms welcome this Child of Light into our midst and into our lives!  

  
Choral Anthem | Walk in the Light, arr. by André Thomas  
  
Worship in Tithes and Offerings | 

Invitation |  
Virtual Offertory | Angels We Have Heard on High, arr. William Himes   

  
Musical Response | “O Holy Night” 
  
Christmas Prayer |  
  
Congregational Carol and Candle Lighting | “Silent Night,” all verses (hymnal, 85)  
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A candle lighter will light a single candle from the Christ Candle, symbolic of Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
world, then pass the light until all candles are lit. Hold the lit candles upright as others light their candles.  
  

1 Silent night! Holy night!  
All is calm, all is bright  

’round yon virgin mother and child!  
Holy infant, so tender and mild,  

sleep in heavenly peace,  
sleep in heavenly peace.  

  
2 Silent night! Holy night!  

Shepherds quake at the sight.  
Glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia!  

Christ the Savior is born!  
Christ the Savior is born!”   

3 Silent night! Holy night!  
Son of God, love’s pure light,  

radiant beams from thy holy face  
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth!  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth!  

  
4 Silent night! Holy night!  

Wondrous star, lend thy light;  
with the angels let us sing  

Alleluia to our King:  
“Christ the Savior is born!  
Christ the Savior is born.”  

  
✠ Benediction (The Good Word) 
  
✠ Congregational Carol | “Joy to the World” (hymnal, #92)  

  
1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come:  

let earth receive her King.  
Let every heart prepare him room,  

and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  
  

2 Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns:  
let all their songs employ,  

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow  
nor thorns infest the ground;  

he comes to make his blessings flow  
far as the curse is found,  
far as the curse is found,  

far as, far as the curse is found.  
  

4 He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  

the glories of his righteousness  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love,  

and wonders, wonders of his love.  

 Postlude | Joy to the World!, arr. By Don Hustad  
You are invited to remain for the Postlude, otherwise feel free to converse outside the Sanctuary.  

  
  
  

The cover image is “Anthony’s Madonna and Child,” by artist Anthony Vanarsdale. It is used with permission of the 
Black Catholic Congress. 
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Tonight’s Worship Participants  
Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor  
Myrna Farraj, worship leader  
Mary Jane Knight, interim director of music ministries  
Laura Kastens and Lee Rabe, assistant directors of music ministries  
The Stephens Family, advent candle lighters  
St. Andrew Handbells | St. Andrew Brass | St. Andrew Woodwinds  
Logos Choir | Nicole Williams, accompanist  

  
Upcoming in Worship 
Dec. 24, 2021: Christmas Eve Candlelight Services  
 7 p.m.: Worship with the Logos Choir, prompting by Rev. W. Robert Martin, III 
 11 p.m.: Worship with Communion, message by Rev. Kyle Otterbein 

Dec. 26, 2021: Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 11 a.m. Worship Service only 

Jan. 2, 2021: Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 Dick Watson Trio, music 
 11 a.m. Worship Service only
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ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Changing Hearts | Renewing Lives 
  

www.saintandrew-ic.org  319-338-7523

Looking to Give to St. Andrew? 
• In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offerings. 
• The QR code to the left links to the giving page on St. Andrew’s website. 
• You can visit the site directly at www.saintandrew-ic.org/give.  
• Offering plates are located toward the back of the Sanctuary for those attending 
worship in-person.

Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” or download it from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: Contact office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 
Connection Card: Click on the QR code to the left to share your contact information with 
the church staff. 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give

