
Opening Prayer |  
  
Gathering Music | 
  
Welcome + Announcements | 
  
Prelude | Hodie Christus Natus Est, arr. David Marlatt  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:30 & 11 a.m. | Sunday December 19, 2021 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | Iowa City



  
✠ Call to Gather | (adaptation of Micah 5:2-5)  

In this Advent season of waiting on the Lord, we trust in the Lord’s goodness.  
We rely on his mercy. We find shelter in his steadfast love.  
In this Advent season of waiting on the Lord,  
we walk in the Lord’s way.  
For the Lord comes; out from the smallest of clans——from Bethlehem a ruler arises.  
He is no pretender; his origin is ancient and distinguished.  
He will shepherd the people in the strength of the Lord.  
His face will shine with the majesty of the Lord, his God.  
This Advent season we wait and trust in the Lord's mercy.  
The scattered shall return and know God's peace.  

  
✠ Gathering Hymn | “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus,” pg. 6 
  
Virtual Handbells | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Lighting the Advent Candles |  
We light this candle of love to mark the closing of the Advent season.  

(The candle is lit)  
Let it speak to us of those we have loved and lost  
and of the One who brought life and light into being—the One who knows each of us by name.  

  
✠ Musical Response | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” verse 4 (hymnal, #61) 

O come, thou branch of Jesse’s stem,  
unto thine own and rescue them!  
From depths of hell your people save,  
and give them victory o’er the grave.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

  
✠ Call to Confession |  

Prepare the way of the Lord!  
Let us make our confession to God.  
  

✠ Prayer of Confession |  
Let us begin with time of silent confession.  
   
O promised one of Bethlehem:   
We live in a world of confusion, discord, and division.   
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Hymns + Songs | Pages listed for printed bulletin or Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit.



Our peace depends on your coming.  
We are a people who are weighted down by wrong-doing:   
our forgiveness depends on your coming.  
We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping promises;   
our only hope of doing God’s will is that you should come and help us do it.  
O Messiah of God, Word made flesh, our world waits for your peace,  
for your forgiveness, and for your grace.   
Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen.  
   

✠ Assurance of Pardon |  
The good news of this Advent season is forgiveness of sin and new life.  
Let us commit our lives to Christ’s way of hope and peace.  
Thanks be to the Advent God,  
who comes among us, setting us free to love and serve.  
   

✠ Musical Response | Text: Rev. W. Robert Martin, III; Music: Crusaders’ Hymn  
  

  
  
✠ Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion |  

And now, as a visible sign of what it means to live together  
in the care and the context of Christ’s community,  
let us extend Christ’s peace and compassion to those around us!   
The peace of Christ be with you all!  
And also, with you.  
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Hymns + Songs | Pages listed for printed bulletin or Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit. 



Musical Response | (11:00) In Dulci Jubilo, arr. by John Rutter 
  
First Reading | Micah 5:2-5a  

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God  
  
Time for Young Disciples | Rev. Jenny Seylar  
  
Congregational Hymn | “Imagine,” pg. 7 (hymnal, #72)  
  
Second Reading | Luke 1:39-55  

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.   
  
Message | Expecting | Rev. Kyle Otterbein  
  
Connecting Hearts Through Mission | Christmas Joy Offering  
  
Worship in Tithes and Offerings |  

Invitation |  
Offertory | Fantasia on “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates,” arr. Robert Redhead  

  
✠ Response to Our Offerings | Text: Rev. W. Robert Martin, III; Music: Regent Square  
  

 Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer |  
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;  
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and lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

  
✠ Sending Hymn | “Lift up your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates,” pg. 8 
  
✠ Benediction (The Good Word) |  
  
Postlude | Personent Hodie, by Rebecca Groom Te Velde  

You are invited to remain for the Postlude, otherwise feel free to converse outside the Sanctuary.  
  
  

Today’s Worship Participants  
Rev. Kyle Otterbein and Rev. W. Robert Martin III, pastors  
(8:30) Virginia Ibrahim-Olin, (11:00) Becka Simpson, worship lay leader  
(8:30) The Ibrahim-Olin Family, (11:00) The Schuchert Family, advent candle lighters  
Mary Jane Knight, interim director of music ministries  
Lee Rabe & Laura Kastens, assistant director of music ministries  
St. Andrew Woodwinds | Logos Choir, Nicole Williams, accompanist  
Virtual Handbells | The Anderson and Vos Families 

  
Today’s Flowers on the Chancel are given by John and Kay Weiler in celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary 
on December 23. 
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Looking to Give to St. Andrew? 
• In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offerings. 
• The QR code to the left links to the giving page on St. Andrew’s website. 
• You can visit the site directly at www.saintandrew-ic.org/give.  
• Offering plates are located toward the back of the Sanctuary for those attending 
worship in-person.

Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” or download it from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: Contact office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 
Connection Card: Click on the QR code to the left to share your contact information with 
the church staff. 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give
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ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Changing Hearts | Renewing Lives 
  

www.saintandrew-ic.org  319-338-7523


