
 

There is a yearning 
in hearts weighed down by ancient grief 
and centuries of sorrow.

There is a yearning 
in hearts that in the darkness hide 
and in the shades of death abide,
a yearning for tomorrow.

There is a yearning, 
a yearning for the promised One, 
the Firstborn of creation.

There is a yearning 
for the Lord who visited his own, 
and by his death for sin atoned,
to bring to us salvation.

Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. 
There is a yearning 

that fills the hearts of those 
who wait the day of his appearing.

There is a yearning 
when all our sorrows are erased 
and we shall see the One who placed 
within our hearts the yearning.

Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning.
—Susan Bentall Boersma

a service of advent lessons and carols 
12.15.19 | 8:30 + 11:00 am



Gathering Music | Savior of the Nations, Come     setting by J.S. Bach     see text on page 7 
Welcome + Announcements  

Lighting of the Advent Candles | based on Isaiah 61:1-3, NRSV 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,  
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God; 
We light these candles as a sign of our waiting and hope for the coming Christ. 

Handbell Prayer | Savior of the Nations, Come     setting by Cathy Moklebust    see text on page 7 

Prayer & Sung Response 
There is so much lost in this world, O Lord, 
so much that aches and groans and shivers for want of redemption,  
so much that seems dislocated, upended, desecrated, unhinged - even in our own hearts. 
 

All Sing: Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) 

 

Even in our own hearts we bear the mark of all that is broken. 
What is best in this world has been bashed and battered and trodden down. 
What was meant to be the substance has become the brittle shell,  
haunted by the ghosts of a glory so long crumbled that only its rubble is remembered now. 
All Sing: Kyrie eleison 
Is it any wonder we should weep sometimes, without knowing why?  
It might be anything. And then again, it might be everything. 
All Sing: Kyrie eleison 
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Hymns + Carols | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison 
* Please stand in body or in spirit



Choral Response | The Yearning     by Craig Courtney           see text on cover 

*Call to Confession | based on Psalm 139:23-24, NRSV 
The psalmist helps us recognize that our actions may be the very thing that causes lament in others:  
 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. 
 See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
We express our longing for God’s righteous judgement while acknowledging our own sin. 

Silence for personal confession 
*Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, hear my prayer. 
Gracious God, hear my prayer. 
Witness my heartache and defend me, for I have walked in your way. 
Search my heart and humble me, and if I have strayed from your way, correct me. 
Bring to justice 
Be merciful and help me see 
 those whose words have hurt me,  
 if my words have been hurtful,  
 those whose lies have broken my trust,  
 if I have pursued lies over truth, 
 and those who seek after their own abundance and well-being at the cost of others. 
 or if I have used my power and influence to gain more for myself at the cost of others. 
In your mercy, uproot all evil, that righteousness may prevail. 
If you were to mark our sins, Lord, who could stand? 
Amid the faithful I will proclaim your name. 
Forgive me, and root me in your steadfast love. 
Amen. 
Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon | based on Jeremiah 33:14-16, NRSV 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
 to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause 
 a righteous Branch to spring up for David; 
 and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  
And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
People of God: Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose coming we announce in this season, is our righteousness.  
In Christ, we are made right with God. 
Thanks be to God! 

*Sharing of the Peace 
As God has given us peace in Christ, let us pass the peace of Christ to each other. 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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Choral Response | Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     setting by K. Lee Scott  
Choir sings stanzas 1-3: 
1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  
and with fear and trembling stand;  
ponder nothing earthly-minded,  
for with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth,  
our full homage to demand.  
2. King of kings, yet born of Mary,  
as of old on earth he stood,  
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood,  
he will give to all the faithful  
his own self for heav'nly food.  

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven  
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day,  
that the pow'rs of hell may vanish  
as the darkness clears away. 

 
All sing: 
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Organ Response | Alleluyas     by Simon Preston 

Written in the style of the great 20th century French composer Olivier Messiaen, 
Alleluyas captures an “other-worldly” interpretation of the ceaseless heavenly 
worship of the triune God. Listen for the different ways the organ sings the 
angelic Alleluias through different 5-note motives (Al-le-lu-i-a). Bold statements 
and quick, energetic utterances contrast with quiet and slow whispers. All 
combine into a fantastical setting of this imaginative text based on Isaiah 6. 

Prayer of Illumination 
God of love and power,  
you are revealed to us in your Word, 
in accounts of prophecy and fulfillment 
that direct our attention to Jesus Christ. 
Illumine us now as we hear your Word proclaimed,  
that we may open our hearts to him, 
yearn for his coming in glory, 
and serve him with joy. Amen. 

Old Testament Reading | Isaiah 35:1-10     Bible, pg. 578 
The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
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At his feet the six-winged seraph;  
cherubim with sleepless eye  
veil their faces to the presence,  
as with ceaseless voice they cry:  
“Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya, Lord most high.”    
 —Liturgy of St. James

Cathedral of Cefalu, Sicily (c. 1200)



*Congregational Hymn | Lift Up Your Heads 
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New Testament Reading | James 5:7-10     Bible, pg. 982 
The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading | a dramatic reading of Mary’s Song from Luke 1  
 with Savior of the Nations, Come      setting by John Ferguson 

Savior of the nations, come; 
virgin's son, make here your home. 
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 
God has chosen such a birth. 
Not by human flesh and blood, 
but the mystic Breath of God, 
was the Word of God made flesh, 
fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 
Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child! 
from his throne, a virgin mild! 
Very God, and Mary's son, 
eager now his race to run! 

From God's heart the Savior speeds, 
back to God his pathway leads; 
out to vanquish death's command, 
back to reign at God's right hand. 
Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, 
virgin's son, incarnate Word! 
To the holy Trinity 
praise we sing eternally! 
Text: Ambrose of Milan, c. 397 (Veni Redemptor gentium);  
tr. Martin Luther (1483-1546), William M. Reynolds (1812-1876) 

  

Choral Response | Magnificat: My Soul Will Magnify the Lord     setting by J.A.C. Redford & Michael McGlynn 
“My soul will magnify the Lord; 
I rejoice in God my Savior, 
in the wonder of His favor. 
For he has done great things for me; 
he was mindful of his servant. 
Every age shall call me blessed. 
The hope of Abraham come 
in the giving of a Son; 
for he who promised is mighty 
in remembering his mercy. 
My soul will magnify the Lord 
for his grace to those who fear him 
through every generation. 
The proud he scatters to the wind 
as the ruler’s strength is broken, 
and the rich are left with nothing. 
The humble lifted high, 
and the hungry satisfied; 
our Portion and our Treasure, 
our Hope and Help forever.” 
 —based on Luke 1,  adapt. Keith & Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend 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Worship in Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory | One Sweet Little Baby setting by Shawn Kirchner 

O Mary, shining glory!  
The Lord smiles upon you. 
What a blessing is this little baby  
that you brought to our world. 

All for the love of one sweet little baby, 
all for the love of one sweet baby child, 
all for the love of one sweet little baby, 
we have come so far. 

Oh, a good old man named Simeon said,  
"I'm never gonna rest  
till I see that Messiah child  
and hold him to my breast." 
Many gonna speak against you, child, 
they'll crucify all that's true. 
And your mother Mary, she will bear a pain 
that will pierce her heart through. 
O Jerusalem, your children are so tired of war. 
My Lord, it's time to walk with your children once more. 
  —Wes Kinneson & Glenn McClure 

Prayer of Dedication 

Prayers of the People | The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn | Joy to the World!     red hymnal, #92 

*Benediction 

Postlude | To the World, Joy!     setting by Joel Raney 
You are invited to be seated for the postlude. Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone! 
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Worship Participants 
Rev. Dr. Danie de Beer and Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Pastors 
Becky Benson, Patti Benson, Ellen Anne Yanick, readers 
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries | Logos Choir, Tamera Penning (piano) 
Linda Maurer (flute), Sarah Beerends (recorder) 
Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbells | Resound! 
Erik, Sarah, Malin, Viggo, and Aksel Brakke (8:30), 
 Tim, Becky, Cade, Drew, and Eli Benson (11:00), Advent Candle Lighters 

The flowers on the Chancel are given by Mike & Kathi Anderson in celebration of the children of this church who 
put the JOY in Advent! 

Acknowledgments 
Prayer (pg. 2) from  A Liturgy For Those Who Weep Without Knowing Why  by Douglas Kaine McKelvey 
Cover image: Magnificat  by Jan Richardson 

 

 
Today’s Opportunity	  
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Decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas Eve 
Purchase a poinsettia for $11 to decorate the 
Sanctuary then take it with you following the 11 pm 
Christmas Eve service to decorate your home. 
Order forms available in the Atrium.

Sunday School for All Ages is on break until January 12, 2020. Please be on the 
lookout for a special adult January series on mission and outreach.



Coming Up	  

 

Fellowship Opportunities	  
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Save the Date! 
Two options for New Year’s Eve fun at St. Andrew!  

11:00 am - 2:00 pm Noon Year’s Eve for families 
with young children. A light lunch will be provided. 

6:00 – 10:00 pm New Year’s Eve celebration. 
Bring your favorite board game. More details to 
come. 

Christmas with 
Vocal Artists 
of Iowa

December 21 | 7:00 pm
at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church



Serving + Giving Opportunities	  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Stewardship 
Members of staff and session use your stewardship pledges to estimate 
the annual budget for the upcoming year. Please tell us about your 
plans for 2020 by giving a pledge card in the offering plate or sending it 
to the church office. Because of your generosity over the last year, 
ministry and outreach at St. Andrew continue to multiply. It is a privilege 
to worship and serve with all of you.

Alternative Gift Market 2019 
Are you looking for a gift for that person who has everything,  

or something appropriate for a teacher/co-worker, or a gift that 
says that you care? You can still make purchases through  

the end of the year. Order forms are available in the Atrium.  
Contact Karna Wieck at karnaw77@gmail.com with questions. 

Project Holiday is a special service of The CommUnity Food Bank to provide 
food so Johnson County families in need can prepare their traditional  holiday 
meal. The Food Bank provides a variety of food options, and clients will be 
able to choose the best items for their family. To donate, visit 
builtbycommunity.org/project-holiday/ or take a tag from the wreath at the 
ministry counter at St. Andrew and mail in your donation. Thank you!

Christmas Joy Offering 
The Christmas Joy Offering provides equal financial support to:  

church workers and their families who need support during retirement and to 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges supporting communities of color. 

Collection is from December 22 to the end of the month; envelopes will be in the 
pews. You can also give online at presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy. 
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The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual 
special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an important 

role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the 21st century, bringing together the  
diversity of the PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The Special Offerings 
offer opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and they profoundly affect the life of the church 
as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous 
gifts that support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have 
pointed us to God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders 
through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, God is calling new 
leaders for our Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of color — offering students the 
means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents 
and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.

WAYS TO GIVE

Through your congregation

Text JOY to 56512 to learn more or donate

Online at presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy

THE  PERFECT  GIFT.

God is 
with us.

— MATTHEW 1:23

St. Andrew again has a tree in the lower level to collect your 
"decorations"!  Please bring new or like-new mittens, gloves, scarves, 
ear-warmers and hats to hang on the tree; these will all be donated to 
community groups after Christmas.

Mitten Tree 
Project

http://presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy
http://presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy
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ST. ANDREW|Presbyterian Church 
www.saintandrew-ic.org     319/338.7523

Leadership	  
Interim Senior Pastor Rev. Dr. Danie de Beer ............
Associate Pastor Rev. Kyle Otterbein .........................
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Mark Martin ..............................
Director of Music  Matthew Penning ...........................
Music Assistants Lee Rabe (Instrumental), ................

Laura Kastens (Handbells), 
Nelda Wittig (Children’s) 

Children’s & Family Ministries Heather Woodin .........
Youth Ministries Randy Hausler .................................
Finance Administrator John Benson ...........................
Communications Jeff Charis-Carlson.........................

We are happy to have you here with us today. If you 
would like more information about St. Andrew, please 
indicate your interest on the Connection Card. Join us 
for a time of fellowship and refreshments after the 
service. We’d love to meet you. 
All ages are welcomed in our worship services. 
Worship materials for children and adults, including 
large print hymnals, bibles, and bulletins are available 
on the shelves outside the north Sanctuary doors. A 
T-Coil hearing assist loop is also available for those 
with this feature on their hearing aids. 
If needed, infant and toddler care (up to age 2) is 
provided downstairs in the Nursery. Children’s Time, 
for ages 3 years through Kindergarten, is also 
downstairs. 
Looking to Stay Connected? 
St. Andrew sends out both a weekly e-newsletter and 
monthly newsletter that is chock-full of stories and 
opportunities. Please contact the church office at 
office@saintandrew-ic.org.com if you would like to be 
added to the mailing list. Also, “like” our Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org where we 
livestream our weekly worship services and frequently 
post snippets of life at St. Andrew. 

Interested in Learning More?  
If you are thinking of joining St. Andrew as a member, 
or if you simply want to learn more about the history 
and the life of St. Andrew, then Lunch with Leaders is 
for you! Lunch with Leaders meets on the 2nd Sunday 
of the month following the 11:00 worship service, and 
lunch is provided! 
Connection Cards are one way we can extend 
welcome to our guests while also helping us consider 
steps we can take in the mission and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. Each person is asked to fill out the card 
and place it in the offering plate. 
Questions for reflection: 

Picture a world where there is no longer a 
yearning for something better. How can we as 
a church embody this world, the new heavens 
and new earth, that Christ has ushered in?  
What injustices do we regularly witness 
where, through Mary’s song, we can speak a 
word of hope? 
Who is on my list of people to invite to 
worship this season that needs a message of 
good news? 

Welcome to St. Andrew	

Next in Worship	  
December 22, 2019 | 4th Sunday in Advent 

Readings: Isaiah 7:10–16 
 Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 
 Romans 1:1–7 
 Matthew 1:18–25 
Message: “A Perfect Christmas” 
 Rev. Danie de Beer 
Musicians: Brass Ensemble,  
 Woodwind Ensemble


