
Second Sunday in Advent 
8:30 & 11 a.m. | December 5, 2021 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | Iowa City 

Thoughts for Reflection  

“You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one. I hope someday you'll join us. And the world will live as 
one.” ― John Lennon 

“When I say it's you I like, I'm talking about that part of you that knows that life is far more than anything you can 
ever see or hear or touch. That deep part of you that allows you to stand for those things without which 
humankind cannot survive. Love that conquers hate, peace that rises triumphant over war, and justice that 
proves more powerful than greed.” ― Fred Rogers 



Opening Prayer |  

Gathering Music |   

Welcome + Announcements    

Prelude | Ding Dong Merrily on High, arr. by K. Agioritis  

✠ Call to Gather |    
All creation holds its breath. 
The time is almost here. 
The heavenly choir of angels waits for its cue to sing. 
Expectation is all around us. 
Prepare your hearts–The grace of God takes on human form. 
Good news! Emmanuel, God-with-Us, is soon to arrive. 
We gather to make ready our hearts  
for the coming of Christ, our Promise and Peace. 

✠ Gathering Hymn: “People Look East,” pg. 6  
        
Lighting of the Advent Candles: The Candle of Peace    

We light this candle as a visible sign of peace — 
a peace that passes all understanding and gives voice to our cries for justice! 
 (The second candle is lit.) 
We wait with passion for the coming of Christ — 
the one who will bring equity and peace to our torn and tattered world.   

Musical Response | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verse 2), pg. 7 (hymnal, 61)   
            
✠ Prayer of Confession and Promise of Ever-Present Grace   

Holy One, 
open our eyes to the presence of your Spirit — 
upon us, within us, and among us. 
For our apathy in the presence of oppression, 
Forgive us. 
If we have contributed to the broken-heartedness of anyone, 
Forgive us. 
For our participation in systems that enslave and do not work for peace, 
Forgive us. 
When we are deaf to your good news, 

2

Hymns + Songs | Pages listed for printed bulletin or Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit.



Have mercy and open our ears. 
When our mouths remain too tightly closed, 
Loosen our lips with songs of praise. 
Hear our prayer, O God, and forgive our transgressions. 
Hold us in your mercy, now and forevermore. Amen. 

A Time for Silent Confession 
        
✠ Musical Response |    

✠ Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion   
And now, as a visible sign of what it means to live together in the care and the context of Christ’s 
community, let us extend Christ’s peace and compassion to those around us!  
The peace of Christ be with you all!  And also, with you.   

Old Testament Reading | Malachi 3:1-4 (Bible, 778)   
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God 

Musical Reflection | And the Glory of the Lord, arr. by Wayne Fritchie   

Gospel Reading | Luke 3:1-6 (Bible, 834)    
  The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymns + Songs | Pages listed for printed bulletin or Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit. 



   
Prayer of Invocation    

Prompting | From Out of the Wilderness | The Rev. W. Robert Martin, III  

Worship in Tithes and Offerings     
Offertory | (8:30) “Pastoral Symphony,” from Handel’s Messiah   

    (11:00) Prepare Ye, by Marc A. Robinson   
         
✠ Response to Our Offerings    

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper     

 Invitation to the Table   
 Prayer of Thanksgiving  

God be with you.   
And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts!   
We lift them up to the Divine.   
Let us give thanks to  our God.   
It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 The Words of Institution  
 Sharing of the Bread + Cup 

Music During the Meal | “He Shall Feed His Flock” from Handel’s Messiah   
   

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
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Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;      
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

✠ Sending Hymn | Comfort, Comfort Now My People, pg. 8 (hymnal, #59)  
           
✠ Benediction (The Good Word)   

With love and compassion, 
come, O Jesus, come! 
With  hope and mercy, 
come, O Jesus, come! 
In power and in peace, 
come, O Jesus, come! 
In wisdom and in truth, 
come, O Jesus, come! 

We go in peace to love and serve the One 
who was, who is, and who evermore shall be! 
AMEN 

Postlude | For Unto Us A Child Is Born, by G.F Handel 
You are invited to remain seated for the postlude.  

Today’s Worship Participants 
The Rev. W. Robert Martin, III, lead pastor 
(8:30) Thomas Hartley, (11:00) Becka Simpson, lay leaders 
Mary Jane Knight, interim director of music ministries 
Sarah Beerends, Linda Maurer, Pat Penn, & Lisa Shileny, flute quartet 
Logos Choir | Nicole Williams, accompanist 

The Chancel Flowers were given by Paula McCue with gratitude and in honor of all who volunteer in any way. 

  Today’s Sunday School & Adult Christian Education Options 

● Infants & Toddlers: Nursery 
● PreK-6th grade:  Children’s Area 
● Junior High: Room 17 
● Senior High: Room 18 
● Adult Ed: Study of Caste: St. Andrew has accepted the recent All Presbytery Read Challenge to study 

Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent, by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Isabel Wilkerson. (The Hub) 
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Looking to Give to St. Andrew? 
• In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offerings. 
• The QR code to the left links to the giving page on St. Andrew’s website. 
• You can visit the site directly at www.saintandrew-ic.org/give.  
• Offering plates are located toward the back of the Sanctuary for those attending 
worship in-person.

Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” or download it from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: Contact office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 
Connection Card: Click on the QR code to the left to share your contact information with 
the church staff. 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give
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ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Changing Hearts | Renewing Lives 
  

www.saintandrew-ic.org   319-338-7523


