
THOUGHT FOR REFLECTION | 
For outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain, and courage, 
Bethlehem is not the end of our journey but only the beginning — 
not home but the place through which we must pass if ever we are to reach home at last. 

— Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat 

First Sunday of Advent 
8:30 & 11 a.m. | Sunday November 28, 2021 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | Iowa City

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/74285


OPENING PRAYER |  

GATHERING MUSIC |  

WELCOME + ANNOUNCEMENTS | 

PRELUDE | Watchman, Tell Us of the Night, arr. by Gilbert M. Martin 

*CALL TO GATHER | 
Now is the time to energize limp hands! Now is the time to strengthen wobbly knees! 
Now is the time to tell fearful souls, “Be of Courage!” 
Now is the time to tell broken lives, “Take Heart!” 
For listen to what I say! Blind eyes will be opened, deaf ears unstopped! 
Lame men and women will leap like deer, and the voiceless will break into song! 
Springs of cool water will burst out in the wilderness — 
And vast streams will flow in the desert!  
Hot sands will become cool oases — 
And the thirsty ground a splashing fountain! 
Now is the time to listen! 
Now is the time to look! 

*GATHERING HYMN | “Watcher, Tell Us of the Night,” pg. 6 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES — THE CANDLE OF HOPE | 
We light this candle in the midst of darkness as a sign of hope! 

(The First Candle is lit) 
We give thanks for the light of Christ this day, shining in the lives of all of God’s people. 
With the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, we watch and wait with hope 
for the coming of Christ who will bring light and peace to all the earth. 

MUSICAL RESPONSE | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” pg. 7, (hymnal, #61) (verse 1) 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PROMISE OF EVER-PRESENT GRACE | 
We may appear pure and blameless to others, but we know the mistakes 
we have made with our words, our thoughts, and our actions. 
But God promises not only to save us from our enemies, but from ourselves as well. 
Join me as we offer our confessing words to the One who will make us new once more.  
  
You witness the sorts of lives we lead, Approaching God. 
When you ask us to share the gospel of hope, we place it on our to-do list instead. 
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Hymns + Songs | Pages listed for printed bulletin or Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit.



When you give us the chance to cry in every moment, 
we prefer to grumble about every insignificant thing in our lives.  
   
Have mercy on us, God of grace, and prepare our hearts 
for your forgiveness to have its way with us. 
Fill us with your hope so we might lighten the shadows of others. 
Help us to join the choirs of children in singing of your joy. 

Transform us with that tender mercy who is our Love and Lead, Jesus, the Christ.  
  

A Time for Silent Confession 
  

God is our witness. We have spoken of our lives and been forgiven of every  
mistake we have made and every hurt we have caused.  
We are held in God’s heart, not only on this day, but all the days of our lives. 
Thanks be to God for God’s goodness and grace! AMEN 

*MUSICAL RESPONSE | Text: Rev. W. Robert Martin, III; Music: Crusaders’ Hymn 
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Hymns + Songs | Pages listed for printed bulletin or Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit. 



*Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion | 
And now, as a visible sign of what it means to live together 
in the care and the context of Christ’s community, 
let us extend Christ’s peace and compassion to those around us!  
The peace of Christ be with you all! And also, with you.  

PSALM READING | Psalm 25:1-10 (Bible, pp. 436) 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God 

(11 A.M.) MUSICAL RESPONSE | O Come, O Come Emmanuel, arr. by Lloyd Larson 

GOSPEL READING | Luke 21:25-36 (Bible, pp. 856) 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

PRAYER OF INVOCATION | 

PROMPTING | The Rev. W. Robert Martin, III 

AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH  |           
We are an Advent people, a people of hope. 
For us, Advent is a time of waiting, and so we wait. 
We wait for the coming of the One 
who is the fulfillment of God’s promise, 
the fulfillment of hope, 
the declaration that we have been redeemed. 
Even so, we are not a naïve people. 
We know that the world in which we live 
will continue to be filled with pain and sorrow. 
We know that hatred and violence will continue to exist. 
We know that death and separation will continue to be a part of our lives. 
But because we are an Advent people, 
we know that none of these things will win in the end. 
The Holy One is coming, 
to make holy once again 
all that was, is, and ever will be. 
And in our waiting and our hoping, 
we work and worship, pray and play, 
in all things hoping that peace, love and joy will reign 
in our lives and in our world— 
now and forever. AMEN 

WORSHIP IN TITHES AND OFFERINGS | 
INVITATION | 
OFFERTORY |  Appalachian Christmas Carol, arr. by John Ness Beck  
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*RESPONSE TO OUR OFFERINGS | Text: Rev. W. Robert Martin, III; Music: Regent Square 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER | 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

*SENDING HYMN | “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout,” pp. 8-9 (hymnal, 69) 

*BENEDICTION (The Good Word) | 

POSTLUDE | Postlude on "Divinum Mysterium,” by Phil Lehenbauer 
You are invited to remain for the Postlude, otherwise feel free to converse outside the Sanctuary. 
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Today’s Worship Participants 
Rev. W. Robert Martin, III, lead pastor 
(8:30) Dō Martin, (11:00) Eric Goers, worship lay leader 
Mary Jane Knight, interim director of music ministries 
Logos Choir, Nicole Williams, accompanist 

The flowers on the Chancel today are given by Merry Mani and Mathews Jacob, in gratitude of all the blessings 
received.  

There are no Sunday School or Adult Education offerings between services today. 
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Looking to Give to St. Andrew? 
• In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offerings. 
• The QR code to the left links to the giving page on St. Andrew’s website. 
• You can visit the site directly at www.saintandrew-ic.org/give.  
• Offering plates are located toward the back of the Sanctuary for those attending 
worship in-person.

Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” or download it from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: Contact office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 
Connection Card: Click on the QR code to the left to share your contact information with 
the church staff. 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give


Upcoming in Worship 
Dec. 5, 2021: Second Sunday of Advent | Communion 
 Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 Flute Quartet | St. Andrew Handbells | Logos Choir 

Dec. 12, 2021: Third Sunday of Advent | Lessons & Carols 
 Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 St. Andrew Brass | St. Andrew Handbells | Logos Choir 

2 p.m. Virtual Christmas Pageant To Go Live 

Dec. 19, 2021:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 (Cocoa & Carols between services) 
 Rev. Kyle Otterbein, associate pastor 
 St. Andrew Woodwinds | Logos Choir 

Dec. 24, 2021: Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
 5 p.m.: Worship for All Ages (Mindful of Children) 
 7 p.m.: Worship with the Logos Choir 
 11 p.m.: Worship with Communion 

Dec. 26, 2021: Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 11 a.m. Worship Service only 

Jan. 2, 2021: Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 11 a.m. Worship Service only
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ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Changing Hearts | Renewing Lives 
  

www.saintandrew-ic.org   319-338-7523



12


