
World Communion Sunday 
Peace & Global Witness Sunday 

October 3, 2021 | 8:30 & 11 a.m. 

Thought for Reflection 

“The opposite of poverty is not wealth; the opposite of poverty is enough.”   
— Dr. Wess Stafford, president emeritus of Compassion International 



GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME + ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE | Praeludium No. 4, by J.S. Bach 

*CALL TO WORSHIP | adapted from World Communion Resources PC(USA)  
On this World Communion Sunday, 
we shall celebrate a joyful feast of unity— 
For Christ has gathered his people around the earth  
to commune at his table of grace.  

    

Across political lines and economic lines,  
in places of powerfully protected affluence,  
and among the poorest of the poor— 
we shall share a common meal,  
remembering and celebrating the One who proved shalom possible. 

    

And so, come into this time of worship! 
We shall gather from the East and from the West, 
from the North and from the South. 

    

Come! 
We shall come with our doubts,  
with our hopes,  
with our inadequacies  
and with our strengths. 
Come! 

      

We shall come to this wide table,  
where all are invited  
and all are welcomed in. 

*GATHERING HYMN | God Is Here, pp. 6-7 
     
*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Great indeed is the faithfulness of God, and yet our hearts are not so reliable.  
We wander. We argue. We forget.  
We divide ourselves with anger and bitterness and falsehood.  
Let’s try to come back together again, and let’s start with the truth.  
Let’s confess our transgressions—to God, and also, to each other. 
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Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Almighty God, Mother of mercy, Father of grace, you have called us to one table,  
    but we have pursued our own course.  
You have promised us the abundance of all creation,  
    but in our greed, and in our envy, the world goes without.  
You have promised us the bread of life itself,  
    but in our pride, and in our arrogance, the world goes hungry.  
You have promised us the waters of peace and justice,  
    but in our violence, and in our discord, the world goes thirsty.  
And now we are famished, too, O God.  
Have mercy on us. Forgive us, again.  
Transform us, at this table, and for this table, and send us from this table 
    as servants of your righteousness and seekers of justice.  

A time for silent confession 

Even when our cups run dry, God’s grace overflows. 
Even when our plates are empty, God’s generosity overflows. 
And even when our hearts feel barren, God’s love overflows.  
You have been called and claimed by the God of all things,  
    and by the abundance of God’s grace! 
So, by the power of God’s love, 
    our failures and our faults have been forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! AMEN 

*SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE AND COMPASSION 
And now, as a visible sign of what it means 
for us to embody peace and express love in the care and the context of Christ’s community, 
let us extend Christ’s peace and compassion to those around us! 
The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you. 

 Kindergartners and younger children can be dismissed to the Lower Level Children’s Area. 

MUSICAL OFFERING (8:30) | How Can I Keep From Singing?, arr. Bradley Ellingboe 
HYMN OF RESPONSE (11:00) | O God of Every Nation, pp. 8 (hymnal, #282) 

GOSPEL READING | Matthew 25:31-45 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
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CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH MISSION: 
PC(USA) INTERNATIONAL PEACEMAKERS PROGRAM 
VIRTUAL TESTIMONY | Efi Latsoudi, International Peacemaker 

WORSHIP IN TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
PRAYER OF INVITATION: PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

OFFERTORY | (8:30) O God of Every Nation 
 (11:00) Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace, by Jody W. Lindh 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
     

CELEBRATION OF WORLD COMMUNION 
Invitation to the Table 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Music During the Meal | Arise, My Soul, Arise, arr. by Dan Forrest 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
     
*SENDING HYMN | This Is My Song, pp. 10-11 

BENEDICTION (THE GOOD WORD) 

POSTLUDE | Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ, arr. by John Behnke 
You are invited to remain for the Postlude, but if you need to leave during the music, please refrain 
from any conversations until you are outside the Sanctuary. 
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Today’s Worship Participants 
Rev. W. Robert Martin III and Rev. Kyle Otterbein, pastors 
Paul Heidger, worship lay leader 
Bruce Walker, Mission, Outreach, & Service Team  
Mary Jane Claassen, interim director of music ministries 
(11 a.m.) St. Andrew Logos Choir 

Today’s Sunday School & Adult Christian Education Options 
INFANTS & TODDLERS:  Nursery 
PREK-6TH GRADE:  Children’s Area 
JUNIOR HIGH:  Room 17 
SENIOR HIGH:  Room 18 
ADULT EDUCATION: (see below) 

STUDY OF CASTE: St. Andrew has accepted the recent All Presbytery Read Challenge to study Caste: 
The Origins of Our Discontent, by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Isabel Wilkerson. A study guide for 
the book can be found at https://peia.org/caste-book-study-a-self-paced-study-guide-for-the-presbytery-
of-east-iowa. For any questions about the study, contact Cecilia Norris or Twila Finkelstein. (Note: 
Because so many people have been attending this class, the location has changed to The Hub.) 

Zoom Conversation with Efi Latsoudi (12:30 p.m.) 
Efi Latsoudi is the coordinator of the Pikpa Solidarity Camp in Lesvos. In 2016, she 
has won the Nansen Award, conferred by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees for her work helping people forcibly displaced from their homes. After 
offering her virtual testimony in today’s worship services, she will participate in a 
Zoom discussion at 12:30 p.m. today through the PC(USA)’s International 
Peacemaker program. To register for the Zoom call, visit https://bit.ly/efi-
latsoudi-zoom. (There will be no in-person portion of the call at St. Andrew.) 
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Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” 
or download it from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: contact the church office at office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 

Looking to Give to St. Andrew? 
In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offerings. The QR code to the left links to the giving 
page on St. Andrew’s website. You can visit the site directly at www.saintandrew-ic.org/give.  
An offering plate is located in the back of the Sanctuary for those attending worship in-person.

https://peia.org/caste-book-study-a-self-paced-study-guide-for-the-presbytery-of-east-iowa
https://peia.org/caste-book-study-a-self-paced-study-guide-for-the-presbytery-of-east-iowa
http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give
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Upcoming in Worship 
Oct. 10, 2021: Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 St. Andrew Handbells 

Oct. 17, 2021: Rev. Kyle Otterbein, associate pastor 
 St. Andrew Brass & Woodwinds 

Oct. 24, 2021: Where the Digital Meets the Divine: Expanding Our Spiritual Bandwidth 
 DeEtte Decker, social media strategist for the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 Logos Choir 

Oct. 31, 2021: Reformation Sunday 
 Rev. Kyle Otterbein, associate pastor 
 Logos Choir  

Nov. 7, 2021: Stewardship Sunday 
 Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 St. Andrew Handbells 
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