
 

18th Sunday After Pentecost 
September 26, 2021 | 8:30 & 11 a.m. 

Thought for Reflection 

“Americans make more trash than anyone else on the planet, throwing away about 7.1 
pounds per person per day, 365 days a year. Each of our bodies may occupy only one 
cemetery plot when we’re done with this world, but a single person’s 102-ton trash legacy will 
require the equivalent of 1,100 graves. Much of that refuse will outlast any grave marker, 
pharaoh’s pyramid or modern skyscraper.”  



GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME + ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE | Gather Us In, arr. by Paul Carlson 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Gathering God, 
    we come into your presence 
    from many different places. 
We come with songs of joy 
    and shouts of gratitude. 
We come carrying heavy burdens, 
    full of sighs of suffering. 
As you welcome us into your house, 
    lift our burdens 
    and receive our praise. 
Salt us with your grace 
    and flavor us with your mercy. 
Bind us together, 
    that we may be at peace with one another 
and be strengthened to go forth 
    in service to the world. 

*GATHERING HYMN | Gather Us In, pg. 6-7 (hymnal, #529) 
     
*CALL TO CONFESSION | based on Matthew 11:28 

Jesus said, 
Come to me, all you who are tired, 
who are worn out from carrying heavy burdens. 
Put down the heavy load that you are carrying, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 

Let us join with one voice in our public confession: 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF GRACE | based on Mark 9: 49-50 
Merciful God, 
you call us to be salt of the earth and a light to the world— 
yet we confess before you that our witness is often bland and gloomy. 
Forgive us when we fail to be an influence for good, 
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Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.



and when we condone or do what is damaging in your sight. 
Help us to flavor the earth with righteousness 
and to reflect the light of your love in a dark and shadowed time; 
through Jesus the Christ, the Light of the world. 

A time for silent confessions 

The good news is this:  
God loves the world so much as to make it a fit place to live;  
God loves us so much as to reshape us into people of faith. 
Like a cup of cold water,  
forgiveness revives us, restores us, gives us new life.  
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! AMEN 

*SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE AND COMPASSION 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you 

PSALM READING | Psalm 124 (Bible, 498) 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

     
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES | Heather Woodin, director of children’s and family ministry 
 Kindergartners and younger children can be dismissed to the Lower Level Children’s Area. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE | I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, pg. 8-9 (hymnal, #730) 
   
GOSPEL READING | Mark 9:38-50 (Bible, 821) 
 The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  

The PROMPTING | A Little Help with ‘Hell’ | Rev. W. Robert Martin III 

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH MISSION | Tricia and Alex Ludvicek 

WORSHIP IN TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 PRAYER OF INVITATION 

OFFERTORY | "We Are Singing for the Lord is Our Light,” by Hal Hopson 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
     
*SENDING HYMN | We Are Called, pg. 10-11 (hymnal, #296) 

BENEDICTION (THE GOOD WORD) 
Go in peace to enjoy and employ your gift of faith. 
Our help is in the name of God who made heaven and earth. 

Fear neither outward foe nor inner temptation. 
Our help is in the name of God who made heaven and earth 

Rejoice in your blessings and smile in your adversities. 
Our help is in the name of God who made heaven and earth. 

So now may the inexhaustible grace of Christ,  
the tireless, eternal love of God, 
and the live-in Guest who fills households with many gifts, 
be with you this day and for evermore. 
And the people said:  AMEN 

POSTLUDE | Go Your Way with Rejoicing, by Douglas Wagner 
 You are invited to remain for the postlude. Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone! 
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Today’s Worship Participants 
Rev. W. Robert Martin III and Rev. Kyle Otterbein, pastors 
Emily Neddermeyer (8:30), Patti Benson (11), worship lay leaders 
Mary Jane Claassen, interim director of music ministries 
St. Andrew Logos Choir 

The Flowers on the Chancel are shared by Bruce and Dedi Walker to celebrate the beauty of the Earth. 

Today’s Sunday School & Adult Christian Education Options 
INFANTS & TODDLERS:  Nursery 
PREK-6TH GRADE:  Children’s Area 
JUNIOR HIGH:  Room 17 
SENIOR HIGH:  Room 18 
ADULT EDUCATION: (see below) 

MEET THE LUDVICEKS: Alex and Tricia Ludvicek serve as missionaries out of Nabire in 
Papua, Indonesia, with Mission Aviation Fellowship. As a pilot/mechanic, Alex uses 
aviation as a tool to show Christ’s love to isolated people. Tricia continues to take care of 
the family while maintaining a welcoming home and being involved in local ministry. 
Between services, they will be happy to answer questions about how God has been using 
them and their ministry. Throughout the time between services, they will be happy to 
answer questions about their ministry. (Location: Atrium) 

STUDY OF CASTE: St. Andrew has accepted the recent All Presbytery Read Challenge to 
study Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent, by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Isabel 
Wilkerson. Today’s discussion, focusing on Chapters 1 and 2 of the book, kicks off an 8-
week study during the Adult Christian Education Hour. A study guide for the book can be 
found at https://peia.org/caste-book-study-a-self-paced-study-guide-for-the-presbytery-of-
east-iowa. For any questions about the study, contact Cecilia Norris or Twila 
Finkelstein. (Location: Room 128) 
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Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” 
or download it from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: contact the church office at office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 

Looking to Give to St. Andrew? 
In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offerings. The QR code to the left links to the giving 
page on St. Andrew’s website. You can visit the site directly at www.saintandrew-ic.org/give.  
An offering plate is located in the back of the Sanctuary for those attending worship in-person.

https://peia.org/caste-book-study-a-self-paced-study-guide-for-the-presbytery-of-east-iowa
https://peia.org/caste-book-study-a-self-paced-study-guide-for-the-presbytery-of-east-iowa
https://peia.org/caste-book-study-a-self-paced-study-guide-for-the-presbytery-of-east-iowa
http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give
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Upcoming in Worship 
Oct. 3, 2021: World Communion Sunday 
 Efi Latsoudi, international peacemaker 
 Logos Choir 
 Peace & Global Witness Offering 

Oct. 10, 2021: Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 St. Andrew Handbells 

Oct. 17, 2021: Rev. Kyle Otterbein, associate pastor 
 St. Andrew Brass & Woodwinds 

Oct. 24, 2021: Where the Digital Meets the Divine: Expanding Our Spiritual Bandwidth 
 DeEtte Decker, social media strategist for the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 Logos Choir 

Oct. 31, 2021: Rev. Kyle Otterbein, associate pastor 
 Logos Choir 
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