
 

17th Sunday After Pentecost 
September 19, 2021 | 8:30 & 11 a.m. 

Thought for Reflection 

“You have to ask the question to get the answer, 
even though asking the question means you didn't know.” 
― Majid Kazmi, The First Dancer 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/54948181


GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME + ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE | Triumphal March, by G.F Handel 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come, let’s praise God together! 
For God is the great Gatherer, a God worthy of our praise! 
      
Let us tell stories of God’s power and majesty, 
God’s mighty acts of grace throughout all history: 
For God is the great Gatherer, a God worthy of our praise! 

Let us  remember the compassion God has shown toward us; 
God’s mercy and unfailing love is given generation after generation: 
For God is the great Gatherer,  a God  worthy of our praise! 

Let’s pass these stories along to our children and grandchildren, 
so that they, too, may come to know and love our God. 
For God is the great Gatherer, a God worthy of our praise! 

Come, let us worship God together! 
For God is the great Gatherer, a God worthy of our praise! 

*GATHERING HYMN | Blessed Assurance, pg. 5 (hymnal, #363) 
     
*CALL TO CONFESSION |  

Our God, the Great God of all creation, is mindful of us. 
God has given us wisdom and continually upholds us by the gift of the Spirit. 
But so often we do not know how to comprehend this gift of grace. 
So, we confess to God now our mis-steps and mis-deeds: 
doing so honestly and openly as a people on the “way.” 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION | (adapted from a prayer by Beth Merill-Neel) 
We cannot grasp your love for us, O God,  
for it is unlike us to be that loving and forgiving. 
We become enmeshed  
by our own needs and wants and desires  
and we fail to see beyond anything but our own little circles.  
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Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.



Turn us around, O God.  
Help us to see as you see,  
and to reach out as you reach out.  
Remind us, once again, of the sacredness  
of our ordinary, day-to-day lives.  
By your Spirit,  
gather us in that we might arise at the sounds of our names. 
In your mercy, O God,  
forgive who we have been 
and bless who we will become through your mercy. 

A time for silent confessions 

Nothing we can say, 
and nothing we can do, 
can separate us from the mercy and magnitude of God’s love. 
Therefore know this well— 
by the goodness and grace of God 
our faults and our failures are forgiven! AMEN 

*SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE AND COMPASSION 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you 

PSALM READING | Psalm 1 (Bible, 424) 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

     
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES | 
 Kindergartners and younger children can be dismissed to the Lower Level Children’s Area. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE | Jesu, Jesu, pg. 6 (hymnal, #299) 
   
GOSPEL READING | Mark 9:30-37 (Bible, 821) 
 The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  

The PROMPTING | Why are We Afraid to Ask? | Rev. W. Robert Martin III 
     
CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH MISSION | Houses into Homes 
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Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.



WORSHIP IN TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 PRAYER OF INVITATION 

OFFERTORY | "Sweet Hour of  Prayer,” arr. by David Ferriera  
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
     

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
     
*SENDING HYMN | Just a Closer Walk with Thee, pg. 7 (hymnal, #661) 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE | Just a Closer Walk, arr. by Don Gillis & Walter Barnes 
 You are invited to remain for the postlude. Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone! 

Today’s Worship Participants 
Rev. W. Robert Martin III and Rev. Kyle Otterbein, pastors 
Dō Martin (8:30), Kathi Anderson (11), lay worship leader 
Twila Finkelstein, prayers 
Mary Jane Claassen, interim director of music ministries 
St. Andrew Woodwinds (8:30): Lisa Shileny and Linda Maurer, flute; Michelle DeGroot, oboe; Dave & Isaac 
     DeGroot, alto sax; Bob Brady, tenor sax; Wes Habley, bass clarinet. 
St. Andrew Brass (11): Aaron & Ryan Shileny, trumpets; Emily Neddermeyer, horn; Dave Morgan and Jeremy 
     Penn, trombones; Mike Anderson, tuba 

The Flowers on the Chancel are from Skip and Pat Wells, thanking God for birthday blessings. 
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Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” 
or download it from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: contact the church office at office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 

Looking to Give to St. Andrew? 
In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offerings. The QR code to the left links to the giving 
page on St. Andrew’s website. You can visit the site directly at www.saintandrew-ic.org/give.  
An offering plate is located in the back of the Sanctuary for those attending worship in-person.

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give


Sunday School & Adult Christian Education Begins Today! 
Infants & Toddlers: Nursery 
Preschoolers-6th grade: Children’s Area 
Junior High: Room 17 
Senior High: Room 18 

Adult Education: St. Andrew is accepting the recent All Presbytery Read Challenge 
to begin a study of the book Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent, by Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist Isabel Wilkerson. A study guide for the book can be found at https://
peia.org/caste-book-study-a-self-paced-study-guide-for-the-presbytery-of-east-iowa. 
During today’s Adult Education between worship services, Cecilia Norris and Twila 
Finkelstein will provide an introduction to the book and discuss various ways that St. 
Andrew groups can participate in the Presbytery-wide study. The conversation will take 
place in Room 128, the conference room adjacent to the Sanctuary.  

Upcoming in Worship 
Sept. 26, 2021: Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 Logos Choir 
 Tricia and Alex Ludvicek, missionaries 

Oct. 3, 2021: World Communion Sunday 
 Efi Latsoudi, international peacemaker 
 Logos Choir 
 Peace & Global Witness Offering 

Oct. 10, 2021: Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor 
 St. Andrew Handbells 

Oct. 17, 2021: Rev. Kyle Otterbein, associate pastor 
 St. Andrew Brass & Woodwinds 

Oct. 24, 2021: Where the Digital Meets the Divine: Expanding Our Spiritual Bandwidth 
 DeEtte Decker, social media strategist for the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 Logos Choir 

Oct. 31, 2021: Rev. Kyle Otterbein, associate pastor 
 Logos Choir  
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