
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 | 9:30 am



Thought for Reflection 
“You are but a tiny cluster upon the vines of heaven, where the grapes are worlds; yet you hold the power to 
ripen your bitter berries and add to the eternal vintage of cosmic sweetness if so you will.”       
 ―Eden Phillpotts, Saurus 

Gathering Music 
Welcome + Announcements 
Prelude | Gather Us In     setting by Mark Hayes 
*The Call to Gather | adapted from a post on Spacious Faith 

We are branches, well-rooted in the vine of Christ. 
We come because we seek to abide in the branches. 
The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 
We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, and productive. 
If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 
We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 
We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God:  
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 
May we grow wide and wildly  
as God tends us with love and care. 

*Gathering Hymn | Gather Us In     pg. 5  OR  hymnal, #529 

*Litany of Call and Confession | inspired by John 13: 34-35; 1 John 4:7 
Come with what you have.  
For you who grieve this day— 
know that you are invited to bring the broken pieces of your heart.  
Loved by one another, 
we discover God's love for us. 
Come with what you have.  
For you who come this day with gladness— 
know that your melody will find harmony.  
Accepting God's love for us,  
we are called to love one another. 
Come with what you have.  
For you weighed down this day 
by too many 'shoulds' and 'what-ifs' — 
know that here you may lay down the burdens of guilt and shame.  
Loved by one another, 
we discover God's love for us. 
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Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.



Come with what you have.  
For you this day  who have the answers— 
know that new questions await you.  
Accepting God's love for us,  
we are called to love one another. 
Come with what you have.  
For you this day who come seeking— 
know that your questions are safe in the presence of God.  
Loved by one another, 
we discover God's love for us. 
Silence is kept. 

*Assurance of God’s Grace 
In Christ Jesus we are a radically renewed community. 
Old things are done away with, and all things become new. 
We are agents of grace and reconciliation— 
for with every step or stumble, Christ will be with us. 
Thanks be to God for God’s gift of grace! 

*Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion 
And now, as a visible sign of what it means to live together in the care and the context of Christ’s community,  
let us extend Christ’s peace and compassion to those around us! 
The peace of Christ be with you!  And also with you.  

Psalm Reading  | Psalm 22:25-31     Bible, pg. 435 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Reading | John 15:1-11     Bible, pg. 878 
 The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  

Prayer of Invocation 

The Prompting |     Rev. W. Robert Martin, III 
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Instrumental Hymn of Response | God of the Earth, the Sky, the Sea     setting by Nancy M. Raabe      
God of the earth, the sky, the sea, 
Maker of all above, below, 
creation lives and moves in thee, 
your present life in all does flow. 
We give you thanks, your name we sing; 
O Holy One, our praise we bring! 
Your love is in the sunshine’s glow, 
your life is in the quickening air; 
When lightning flashes and storm winds blow, 
there is your power; your law is there. 
We give you thanks, your name we sing; 
O Holy One, our praise we bring! 

We feel your calm at evening’s hour, 
your grandeur in the march of night; 
And when your morning breaks in power, 
we hear your word, “Let there be light.” 
We give you thanks, your name we sing; 
O Holy One, our praise we bring! 
But higher far, and far more clear, 
you in our spirits we behold; 
Your image and yourself are there— 
The indwelling God, proclaimed of old! 
We give you thanks, your name we sing; 
O Holy One, our praise we bring! 
Words by Samuel Longfellow (1864) 

Virtual Prayer | Martin Luther King’s Prayer for the Church 

Worship in Tithes and Offerings 
Invitation 

As we now offer our hearts and gifts, may we have the same mind as Christ, remembering those who have 
so little, thinking about all the ways we can serve, and trusting completely in God’s abundant love and God’s 
amazing grace. Let us give fully and faithfully! 

Offertory | Be Thou My Vision     setting by Craig Phillips 
    

 Prayer of Dedication 
What will be done with the gifts we offer in these moments has not been revealed to us, Holy God, but 
knowing you through Jesus, and trusting in you by the power of the Holy Spirit, we do know they will be used 
to bring hope, to bring healing, to bring justice to all those people and places who long for these 
blessings. And so, we offer these gifts with gratitude to you, in Jesus' name. Amen. 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 
The Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving + Eucharistic Prayer  
 The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts!  
 We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Sharing of the Bread + Cup 

  Music During Distribution | Let Us Break Bread Together     setting by Anne Krentz Organ 
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Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn | My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout     pg. 7  OR  hymnal, #69 

*Charge and Blessing 
Postlude | Fantasy on Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho     setting by Jürgen Borstelmann 

Jesus is the new and perfect Joshua. Just as Joshua led the battle to claim God’s promised land for his 
covenant people, Jesus claims his reign over creation through his death, resurrection, and ascension.  

 You are invited to remain for the postlude. Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone! 

Today’s Worship Participants 
Rev. W. Robert (Rob) Martin, III and Rev. Kyle Otterbein, pastors 
Matthew Penning, director of music 
Lee Rabe, assistant director of music 

Flowers on the Chancel this morning are given by Lynne Ginsberg in honor of Megan Ginsberg's birthday. 
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Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” 
or download it from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: contact the church office at office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 

The QR code in the worship bulletin links to the giving page on our church app. In worship, 
we respond to God’s love with our offerings. We hope that people who like technology will 
use these prompts to connect their gifts to our worship.
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ST. ANDREW|Presbyterian Church 
To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love and serving as Christ served. 
www.saintandrew-ic.org     319/338.7523


