
 

Gathering Music 
Welcome + Announcements 
Prelude | Piéce d’Orgue (BWV 572)     by J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Lighting of Lenten Candles | by Emily Hoffman, adapted 
This Palm Sunday, we are eager to join the people of Jerusalem in crying, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” But we remember how quickly these cries turned to words of hatred and 
condemnation as the people called for Jesus to be crucified. Because of his great love for us, this is how our Lord 
provides for our salvation: through his suffering and death, Jesus paid the price of all our sins, and through his 
resurrection, he brings us into new life. 

Palm Sunday 
March 28, 2021 | 9:30 am

Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.

About today’s prelude 
J.S. Bach is considered by many to be the fifth evangelist (following in the footsteps of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John) due to his lifelong pursuit of glorifying God with his music and interpreting hymns and scripture though 
compositional techniques like text painting and the use of symbolism. Although Bach does not base his Piéce 
d’Orgue (also known as Fantasia in G Major) on a specific text or chorale (German hymn), the affect of this piece 
conjures up images and emotions of this special day. 
Although written a hundred years after Bach, the hymn My Song Is Love Unknown by Samuel Crossman aptly 
portrays in its second and third stanzas the perceived imagery of today’s prelude. The first section of the prelude 
is a playful dance that moves gradually down the compass of the keyboard with sprightly arpeggiated motives 
and flourishes. The movement brings to mind the Incarnation, Christ coming to earth: “He came from heaven’s 
throne salvation to bestow”.  
The second section is a grand, even heroic, depiction of the Triumphal Entry that abruptly leads to the chaos of 
Good Friday in the third section: “Sometimes they crowd his way and his sweet praises sing, resounding all the 
day hosannas to their King. Then, ‘Crucify!’ is all their breath, and for his death they thirst and cry”. Again, a 
descending musical line is used, this time in the pedal under feverish, toccata-like figures in the hands. The 
tonality turns to minor, as one can imagine Christ, as the Apostles’ Creed states, “descend[s] into hell”. Death 
does not have the final word, however; the piece gradually moves to major and ends in a brilliant, upward 
flourish, returning to the piece’s initial key of G Major and pointing to Jesus’ resurrection and ascension.



Hear these words from Colossians: 
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with 
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him.     —Colossians 2:13–15   

Lord Jesus, as we walk with you through these forty days, let your light shine into our hearts. 
Brighten the darkness of our lives, and show us where we need to repent. 
In our thoughts, words, and actions, teach us to rely on you. 
Renew us as your people, that we may carry your light to the world. 
Light six Lenten candles 

*Gathering Hymn | All Glory, Laud, and Honor    pg. 5  OR  hymnal, #146 

*Call to Confession 
Like the people who greeted Jesus as he entered Jerusalem and then later pronounced “Crucify him,” 
we are fickle people who often deny Christ in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 
Remembering the events of Jesus’ last week helps us see ourselves for what we are: 
sinners in need of a Savior, a Savior—praise God—we have in Christ.  
In honesty and hope, we confess now our sins to God. 
Silence for personal confession 

*Prayer of Confession 
God in Christ our Savior,  
you rode a donkey and came in peace,  
humbled yourself and gave yourself for us. 
We confess our lack of humility. 
As you entered Jerusalem, 
the crowds shouted “Hosanna: ‘Save us now!’” 
On Good Friday they shouted “Crucify!” 
We confess our praise is often empty. 
We sing “Hosanna,” but cry “Crucify.” 
As the crowd laid their palms in front of you, 
you took no glory for yourself. 
We confess that we want to be accepted and take the easy way.  
We do not stay true to your will. 
Forgive us, Lord, and help us 
to follow in the way of obedience. Amen. 

*Assurance of God’s Grace 
Hear the Word of the Lord from Psalm 118: 
Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures for ever.” 
Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 
I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
In Christ, God answers us and sets us free! 
In Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 
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*Sharing of Christ’s Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  

Psalm Reading  | Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29     Bible, pg. 492 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

Congregational Hymn | My Song Is Love Unknown     pg. 6  OR  hymnal, #148      Stanzas 1-3 

Virtual Gospel Reading | Mark 11:1-11     Bible, pg. 823 
 The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  

Message | In the Name of the Lord     Rev. Kyle Otterbein 

Worship in Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory | The King of Glory    setting by Anne Krentz Organ 

    

 Prayer of Dedication 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn | Hosanna, Loud Hosanna     pg. 7  OR  hymnal, #145 

*Charge and Blessing 
Postlude | Toccata on Hosanna, Loud Hosanna     by Mark Thallander and Bruce Wilkin 
 Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone! 

Today’s Worship Participants 
Rev. W. Robert (Rob) Martin, III, Rev. Kyle Otterbein, pastors 
Maria Story, worship leader 
Matthew Penning, director of music 
Helen Penning, clarinet 
Margaret Penning and Tamera Penning, vocalists 

Flowers on the Chancel this morning are given by John and Susie Engelhardt in celebration of Phoebe's 2nd  
birthday. 
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Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” 
or download it from the Apple App Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: contact the church office at office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 

The QR code in the worship bulletin links to the giving page on our church app. In worship, 
we respond to God’s love with our offerings. We hope that people who like technology will 
use these prompts to connect their gifts to our worship.
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ST. ANDREW|Presbyterian Church 
To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love and serving as Christ served. 
www.saintandrew-ic.org     319/338.7523


