
 Second Sunday After Christmas  
11 a.m. | January 2, 2022 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | Iowa City, Iowa 
  



Thought for Reflection  
 “There is nothing so secular that it cannot be sacred, 
and that is one of the deepest messages of the Incarnation.”   
― Madeleine L'Engle  

  
Opening Prayer |  
  
Gathering Music | “It’s a Wonderful World”  
  
Welcome + Announcements |  
  
Prelude | “In the Bleak Midwinter”  
  
✠ Call to Gather |    

God with us,   
kindle your spark within us,   
that together we may shine forth your light,   
that we might banish the shadows of this world,   
that we might be the continuation of the Christmas miracle:   
Emmanuel is in our world,   
God is with us, now and forevermore.  

  
✠ Gathering Hymn | “Joy to the World,” pg. 5 (hymnal, #92)  

  
✠ Prayer of Confession and Promise of Ever-Present Grace |  

Why do we huddle in the shadowed corners of life,   
rather than running to the Light of life?   
Why do we love the wrong we do   
rather than grasping the good news offered to us?   
As we struggle with such questions,   
let us speak to God of all we have failed to do,   
seeking hope and grace as we pray together,  
  
We search for your light, Star Caster,   
but too often end up settling for the dimness of temptation.   
Our motives for seeking to find Christ are not always pure,   
for we expect him to fulfill our desires, rather than your hopes for us.   
We want the gifts of wealth, health, success, fulfillment,   
rather than those of servanthood, of compassion, of peace.   
Forgive us, Shaper of our lives,   
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Hymns + Songs | Pages listed for printed bulletin or Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
✠ Please rise in body or in spirit.



that we are so foolish to put our needs ahead of your grace.   
Help us to be like those wise people of so long ago, who found hope,   
    instead of a destination;   
who found grace, instead of gratitude;   
who found salvation, instead of a sign.   
As we journey with your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,   
fill us with the light of your joy and love.  
  
Silence is kept  
  
Arise, and give thanks!   
Grace has been poured into our hearts,   
love has flooded our souls, the light of hope shines in us.  
This is the light which has come to all,   
the light we will carry and give to everyone we meet. AMEN  
  

Musical Response | “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  
  
✠ Sharing of Christ’s Peace & Compassion |  

And now, as a visible sign of what it means to live together    
in the care and the context of Christ’s community,   
let us extend Christ’s peace and compassion to those around us!    
The peace of Christ be with you all!   
And also, with you.  

  
First Reading | Psalm 147:12-20 (Bible, 507) 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God  
  
Time for Young Disciples |  
  
Hymn | “What Child is This?” pg. 6 (hymnal, #95)  
   
Gospel Reading | John 1:1-14 (Bible, 862) 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.   
  
Prayer of Invocation |  
  
The Prompting | Rev. W. Robert Martin, III  
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Worship in Tithes and Offerings |  
Invitation |  
Offertory | “You Raise Me Up”  

  
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer |  

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

  
✠ Sending Hymn | “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee,” pg. 7 (hymnal, #581)    
  
✠ Benediction (The Good Word) | 

Go forth to spread the Good News wherever you go,   
sharing God’s love and promise with all whom you meet.   
Go into the world to find the lost,   
heal the broken,   
feed the hungry,   
release the prisoner,   
rebuild the nations,   
bring peace among people,   
and make music in every heart.  AMEN  

  
Postlude | “What Child Is This”  

  
  

Today’s Worship Participants  
Rev. W. Robert Martin III, lead pastor  
Christopher Stephens, worship lay leader  
Mary Jane Knight, interim director of music ministries  
Dick Watson Trio: Dick Watson, piano; Gary Palmer, bass, Craig Wood, drums  
Kristen DeGrazia, vocals  

  

The Flowers on the Chancel are given by Linda and Gene Schuchert in celebration of the 28th wedding 
anniversary of Jason and Rebecca Schuchert on Jan. 1.  
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ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Changing Hearts | Renewing Lives 
  

www.saintandrew-ic.org   319-338-7523

Looking to Give to St. Andrew? 
• In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offerings. 
• The QR code to the left links to the giving page on St. Andrew’s website. 
• You can visit the site directly at www.saintandrew-ic.org/give.  
• Offering plates are located toward the back of the Sanctuary for those attending 
worship in-person.

Looking to Stay Connected? 
The St. Andrew App: text “saint andrew app” to “77977” or download it from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play Store for your iPad or tablet.  
E-Newsletters: Contact office@saintandrew-ic.org to be added to the list. 
Connection Card: Click on the QR code to the left to share your contact information with 
the church staff. 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give

