
The last six months has been a challenge to hold youth gatherings here at St. Andrew.  Throughout the 

Spring and Summer, we were holding weekly Zoom gatherings but realized that our students were 

wanting more.  Our Zoom attendance was diminishing as students experienced “Zoom Doom” and the 

mere idea of spending another 45-60 on Zoom with friends did not excite them.  With the end of 

summer approaching we began hosting outdoor gatherings for both ETC and BASIC.  Meeting outside 

the Youth Room was exciting and fun, and we heard many students express how fun it was to be “in 

person” with their ETC/BASIC friends.  We used this time as a learning opportunity for us, to see if 

students would abide by the expectations of mask wearing and 6 ft physical distancing.  They did a 

fantastic job and very rarely did we have to remind them to pull up their mask or separate from each 

other. Now the weather is cooling, and sunlight is diminishing in the evenings and we are preparing to 

move ETC/BASIC indoors.  As the Youth Ministry (ETC/BASIC) move towards inside meetings I wanted to 

share what precautions we are taking to make it a safe/healthy atmosphere for each student.   

General:  

1. We are going to ask families to self-screen at home (take temperature, check for 

symptoms etc.) before coming to ETC/BASIC. 

2. If you have any symptoms (fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath/difficulty 
breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, loss of taste/smell) please stay 
home from ETC/BASIC. 

3. Masks must be worn at all times. 
4. Enter Youth Room via back side entrance to Youth Room. 
5. Interior doors will remain open during gatherings to increase air circulation. 
6. Hand sanitizer will be readily available upon entering. 
7. Temperatures will be taken upon entering. Anyone with a temperature will be sent 

home. 
8. We will tape of “personal areas” with an X to ensure proper 6 ft. physical distancing. 
9. Attendance will be taken at start of all ETC/BASIC programs to assist with contact 

tracing. 
10. Photographs will be taken during large group singing time AND small group Bible 

study times to assist with contact tracing. 
 

Games: Both ETC and BASIC include a game time as part of our weekly meetings and is a 

part of the programs that students enjoy.  
  

11. Games will be conducted with students using their personal X space unless outdoors. 
a. We will utilize technology for the game times i.e. Kahoot, Minute to Win It, Sit 

down/Stand up Polls, Guess Who type games 
 

Small Group Bible Studies: Another regular activity that is included in our ETC/BASIC 

programs is breaking into smaller groups for Bible study time.  
 

12. We will have regular/consistent small group Bible studies (attendance will be 
recorded) to assist with contact tracing. 



13. Small groups will meet in larger spaces to allow for 6 ft physical distancing. 
14. Scripture passages: Any scripture passages that will be used during the small group 

gatherings will be either printed off OR students will be encouraged to use their smart 
phones to reference Bible passages. 

15. All chairs and surfaces will be wiped down with disinfectants after small group 
meetings. 

Worship/Singing Time: Another regular part of ETC/BASIC is a time of singing utilizing 

guitars, piano, and song leaders. 
16. We will continue to have a time of singing/worship, but students will be encouraged 

to sing softly or in their hearts. 
17. The ETC band (which leads our ETC singing) will be limited to 3 people on stage. 

 

Contact Tracing: If a student does test positive after an ETC/BASIC gathering, the following 

steps will be taken.  
18. Families will be notified of exposure and the “level” to which they were exposed. 

a. 1st Level of exposure 
1. In small group Bible study, sitting 6 ft from individual 
2. Standing 6 ft from individual during singing 

b. 2nd Level of exposure 
1. Played and active game with individual 
2. “Hung-Out in common space with individual 
3. Worshiped in large space with individual 

 

Cleaning: Besides the regular cleaning of the building by the company hired to clean St. 

Andrew 
19. All chairs/surfaces will be wiped down using disinfectant wipes at the end of the 

evening. 
 

 


