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by Matthew Penning 

 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. -Colossians 3:15-17 

Soli Deo Gloria. Glory to God Alone. As I grow in understanding of how to respond to God’s incredible gift of grace, 
these three short Latin words have become a helpful motto for me. Of course I am not the first; it is used by my alma 
mater, Luther College, J.S. Bach wrote it at the end of each one of his compositions, it is one of the five Solas of the 
Reformation, and it is the motto of the St. Andrew Music Ministry. Giving glory to God is not simply what we do 
occasionally, but, as Paul writes, we are to “do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.” That includes cleaning, moving, assembling, and waiting as we anticipate moving into a new 
facility. A facility built to give God glory in all that it is, and in all that happens there. 

O Lord God, hear thou my prayer, help thou me, and give ear to my prayer. Daily do I worship thy great name and 
thy power. Thou alone canst help me. O send me thy peace and love, O protect me, my God. Let me never stray, O 
my Savior. Leave me not, O God of my salvation. I will sing to the Lord as long as I live, and praise thy great name 
while I have my being. Hear my prayer, help thou me, and give ear to my prayer. Glory to God!  -Psalm 104, adapted  

 


