
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 24, 2016 

Pastor Matt 

[Jacob] came to a certain place and stayed there for the night . . . taking one of the stones of the place, he 
put it under his head and lay down . . . And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top 
of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood 
beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac . . . the land on 
which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring . . . and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in 
you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go . . .” Then Jacob 
woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” Genesis 28:11-16 
(selections) 

Jacob lay down for the night in an indistinct place. With only a rock for a pillow, he drifted off to sleep. In a dream, he 
experienced God’s presence and heard the voice of God affirming that the covenant God had given to his ancestors 
would continue through him and his offspring. So moved was he by this experience, Jacob named that place Bethel, 
which literally means The House of God. 

When we share our 28:16 stories of God’s presence in our lives, we help others see God’s presence in their lives. As 
a result, we all begin to see God in those indistinct places in life. Otherwise indistinct places become holy ground. 
That is something to celebrate! What is your 28:16 story? 

Holy God, thank you for meeting us in the most unassuming moments and blessing us with your presence. Amen. 


