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From the Leadership 

 

“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as 

a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as 

a perpetual ordinance.” 

— Exodus 12:14 
  
The Exodus story is brought to a screeching halt with the account of the Passover. The storyteller wants to get our attention, wants to 
get us to think about what was happening, maybe wants us to realize that without ritual and worship, everything that happens in life is 
just another race. 
  
The story of how the Hebrews were led out of Egypt would probably just have been a normal recounting of history, which could easily 
have lost its meaning to following generations, were it not for the instructions to remember with the celebration of Passover. 
  
We know how to ritualize stories that are important to us, even if we do so without thinking much about it. We 
celebrate important events, and so they maintain their relevance for us. Think about the meaning of 
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, and the story of Jesus in Christmas, Easter, and the Lord’s Supper. 
  
Exodus 12 offers us something in the line of this, as the author stops the narrative and announces that it is 
time to celebrate the story of redemption in a ritual that is carefully standardized in 28 verses—with even more 
directions to follow. 
  
The narrator tells us that the Passover should be celebrated by the “whole congregation of Israel”—everyone 
who identifies with the people must be included. Not only is the people’s freedom celebrated, but God also 
wants to shape the people as a sharing community. Families who are too small to eat a whole lamb must 
share the lamb with other small families so that everyone would have enough. And families who did not have 
a lamb were invited to eat with those who had more than enough. 
  
We know this is how it works. This is how we as St. Andrew live and work and share. We have heard Jesus’ new commandment to 
love one another, and we proclaim that our faith builds community and that our community enables us to build faith. This sense of 
community and fellowship, staying connected to each other and to the congregation sustains us in crises—be it in our shared    
COVID-19 pandemic or in our varied personal situations. 
  
The Passover celebrates the blood of a lamb that made the difference. As Christians we remember that it was at a Passover 
celebration that Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper as ritual meal through which we celebrate the Lamb who worked freedom from sin 
and from the world. 
  
So, we continue to celebrate the Lord’s Supper monthly—albeit in different places, yet united in our memories and expectations—until 
we can meet safely as congregation. We remember that Jesus, the Lamb of God, was sacrificed for us. The blood of the one who 
hosts this banquet means that God passed over the sins of all the communicants, uniting us in ministry and mission. We express it in 
“Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives.” 
  
At St. Andrew, we prepare the Lord’s Table where everyone is welcome—every age, every class, every gender, every sexual 
orientation and gender identity, every race … sinners included. 
  
Come join us. 
  

  

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

Remembering Who We Are & Whose We Are 
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From the Leadership 

Session Highlights, August 20, 2020         

During its regular meeting on September 
17, 2020, the Session learned that the 
financial condition of the church, despite 
COVID-19 restrictions, is “pretty close to 
break even.” [See Page 3] 
 
The Finance Team reports that giving 
over the past six months is down about 9 
percent when compared to the previous 
year, but expenses likewise have been 
down. While everyone would like to see 
an increased trend in giving, the Finance 
Team members remain thankful for the 
generosity of the congregation. 
 
Jeff Charis-Carlson and Jason Schuchert 
summarized a joint proposal from the 
Worship Team and the Technology Team 
concerning the need to upgrade the A/V 
system in Sanctuary to allow for 
continued live-streaming of services and 
other events after more people return to in
-person worship. 
 
The Session authorized the teams to 
begin requesting proposals for up to 
$25,000 on purchasing, installing, and 
training for the cameras, computer 
software, and other equipment necessary 
to routinely livestream, record, and edit 
worship services and other events in the 
Sanctuary.  
 
The teams also will be moving forward 
with fundraising efforts to see what 
money is available from current donors 
and memorial funds. (Session voted to 
become the first donor to invest in this 

important technology by contributing 
$3,000 from the Session Discretionary 
Fund.) 
 
In response to a motion from the Building 
and Grounds Team, Session voted to 
allow the use of alcohol at events at St. 
Andrew, but charged Building and 
Grounds to bring back a more robust 
policy that would the church more legal 
and insurance protection.  
 
Given COVID concerns, it’s unlikely St. 
Andrew would be hosting any such large 
events any time soon. The policy also 
would give the pastors discretion to serve 
wine with communion. 
 
The Session approved the following 
funding requests from the MOS Team: 
 $1,000 to the Presbyterian Disaster 

Agency for disaster relief from 
Hurricane Laura. 

 Up to $2,500 for Feed My Starving 

Children for funding an orphanage for 
one year. 
 

The Personnel Team continues to work 
on updating the staffing structure for the 
church in advance of calling the next 
pastor. [See Page 6.] 
 
The next session meeting is scheduled for 
7 p.m. Thursday October 15, 2020. A 
zoom link will be sent out, and Pastor 
Kyle Otterbein will moderate. 
 
— Jeff Charis-Carlson, clerk pro tem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Andrew's Session meets at 7 pm on 
the third Thursday of each month. To look 
at the minutes from any Session meeting, 
visit saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

Every annual per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by free-
ing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2020 
is $38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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Connecting Hearts through Finances 

Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words... 

— John Benson, Finance Administrator 
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Stewardship Commitment Sunday: November 8  

Renewing Lives through Stewardship 

“He said, ‘Then put 

away the foreign gods 

that are among you, 

and incline your heart 

to the Lord, the God of 

Israel.’ And the people 

said to Joshua, ‘The 

Lord our God we will 

serve, and his voice we 

will obey.’”  

      — Joshua 24:23-24 
 
 
 
Dear members and friends of St. Andrew, 
 
In Joshua 24, the leader of the Israelites 
speaks at the end of his life.  
 
After guiding the Israelites through settling 
the promised land and conflicting with the 
other nations in the region, Joshua reminds 
his people that faithfulness to God begins 
in their hearts. 
 
“Incline your hearts to the Lord,” Joshua 
says as he commits his family to serving 
the Lord. And the rest of the Israelites echo 
his pledge. 
 
St. Andrew’s Stewardship Team chose this 
verse to inspire us while we rally for our 
annual stewardship campaign. 
 
This year, September also marks the one-
year point in our three-year Connecting 
Hearts, Renewing Lives capital campaign.  
 
The two campaigns raise money for 
different goals.  
 The stewardship campaign funds the 

church budget in 2021.  
 The capital campaign lasts from 2019 

to 2022 and pays the mortgage on our 
church building.   

Both campaigns promote ministry for our 
church family and into the community. 
Both campaigns represent a monetary 
sign of hope for our future. So it seems 
right that both campaigns emphasize our 
hearts. 
 
On their journey from Egypt to the 
promised land, the Israelites experienced 
many challenges. Similarly, when I think 
of our future, I worry about the 
challenges.   
 
But when I think about our hearts, I feel 
confident. Christ completed the work for 
our hearts already. He offers new mercy 
every morning; his steadfast love never 
ceases.   
 
It is a daily relief to entrust my heart to God 
knowing that he can take care of the rest of 
the details too.   

 
Please join us in pledging to the annual 
stewardship campaign on Sunday 
November 8.  No matter how daunting the 
circumstances, serving God together offers 
hope and renewal. 
 
— Christina Charis-Donelson, Moderator of 
the Stewardship Team 

2020 Stewardship Team: 

 

 Beth Anne Pigge 

 Tim Benson 

 Toni Van Voorhis 

 Christina Charis-Donelson 

 

 

Staff Liaisons: 

 Kyle Otterbein 

 Danie de Beer 



 

 

Connecting Hearts through Service 

“Where is St. Andrew’s Pastor Nominating 

Committee in the search process?”  

This is a common question that we 

regularly receive. 

While we cannot comment on specific 

candidates or how close we are to 

selecting a new pastor, we can share that 

the PNC has been meeting weekly since its 

formation.   

After writing and submitting the Ministry 

Information Form (MIF) about our church, 

we have been receiving inquiries and 

candidate matches through the PCUSA 

online system. (You can read the final draft 

of the MIF at https://bit.ly/3cxglHx.) 

We have received and reviewed more than 

50 PIFs (Pastor Information Forms), 

completed multiple Zoom interviews, and 

contacted over 30 references.   

We are working hard to discern God’s path 

for St. Andrew through prayer and review 

of the Missional Planning documents that 

were completed by our church a year ago.   

We have met (virtually) wonderful pastors 

in our denomination. 

We welcome your prayers of support 

during this process, so that both we on 

PNC and the right candidate will hear 

God’s voice. 

— Aaron Shileny, Co-Moderator of St. 

Andrew’s Pastor Nominating Committee 

Searching for St. Andrew’s Next Called Pastor 
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https://bit.ly/3cxglHx
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Renewing Lives through Youth Ministry 

 

St. Andrew’s ETC & BASIC Ministries Begin to Gather 
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Connecting Hearts through Just Actions 

 

Several members and friends of St. 
Andrew have been meeting on Tuesday 
nights to talk about various topics related 
to racial inequity and white privilege. If 
you would like to join us, we would love to 
have you! Just reach out to Twilia 
Finklestein or Kyle Otterbein. (Or me!) 
 
Our goal is first and foremost to seek to 
understand and to grow in our ability to 
be individual advocates in our 
community. A longer term goal for myself 
is to really figure out how the national 
reality about racial inequality impacts our 
very own St. Andrew and what more we 
can be doing in our community to support 
and partner with all of our neighbors.  
 
Below are a number of resources that we 
have used in our study group. I’m also 
sharing a few items that I’ve come across 
thru work that I found helpful—including 
the “Become Anti-Racist” graphic on this 
page.  
 
We are sharing this so that others may 
find time to explore these topics and to 
learn/grow yourselves: 
  
Resources Our Group Has Discussed: 
  

 The documentary “13th”: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5895028  

 Jen Hatmaker’s podcast series, “For the Love”: https://bit.ly/3j5CcIc 

 “Be The Bridge”: https://bit.ly/3iUCrG2 

 Isabel Wilderson’s podcast, “On America’s Caste System”: https://n.pr/32SyrjZ 

 Emmanuel Acho’s “Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man”:  https://bit.ly/3iUeuig 

 
Additional items: 
  

 Robin DiAngelo’s “White Fragility”: https://youtu.be/VM3A2nc4DJs 

 “The Look, The Choice, The Talk”:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPl3hZqFaLM 

  
If you would like to join us or you would like to start another study group at a different time, just reach out and we will support 
you in doing that! 
  
— Beth Anne Pigge, Elder 

Join “Act Justly”: St. Andrew’s Racial Justice Discussion Group  

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5895028
https://bit.ly/3j5CcIc
https://bit.ly/3iUCrG2
https://n.pr/32SyrjZ
https://bit.ly/3iUeuig
https://youtu.be/VM3A2nc4DJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPl3hZqFaLM
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Renewing Lives through Prayer Ministry 

Journaling Your Way Out of a Prayer Rut 

Search me, O God, and 

know my heart; test me and 

know my anxious thoughts.  

Point out anything in me that 

offends you, and lead me 

along the path of everlasting 

life. — Psalm 139:23-24 NLT  
 
I started The 28-Day Prayer Journal by 
Chrystal Evans Hurst. The journal leads 
the reader through a morning, afternoon, 
and evening prayer time each day.  
 
She organizes the week as follows:  
 Monday: Praise and Thanksgiving 

(offering gratitude to God)  
 Tuesday: Repent (seeking 

forgiveness from God)  
 Wednesday: Ask (presenting your 

requests to God)  
 Thursday: Yield (surrendering to God)  
 Friday: Prayers for family and friends  
 Saturday: Saturday challenge  
 Sunday: Sabbath prayers  
 
Are you in a prayer rut? Maybe you can 
use this format to rejuvenate your prayer 
times.  
 
My Tuesday time was focused on asking 
God to show me the things in my life that 
were not pleasing to him.  
 
It was a good thing to reflect on and offered 
me a point from which to grow and 
develop. I thought that was a nice 

departure from asking, which frequently is 
the focus of prayer. As we move into Fall, 
may you find a continued renewal of your 
spirit and of your prayer time! 
 
The Prayer Team is always looking for new 
members! The need to lift each other up in 
prayer is great! Praying over our church, 
our community, and each other during this 
time also instills a sense of connection.  
 
Knowing the struggles and joys of others is 
to walk with them on their journey. If you 
would like to join St. Andrew’s Prayer 
Team family please email Kerri Goers 
(kerrigoers@gmail.com) or Nancy 
Perkins (orthoperk@gmail.com).  
 
— Kerri Goers, Co-Moderator of the St. 
Andrew Prayer Ministry 

mailto:kerrigoers@gmail.com
mailto:orthoperk@gmail.com
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Connecting Hearts through Service & Music 

A Few Big Projects for Children’s & Family Ministry 

We can’t be together in person, but we 
can work together as a church family. 
The Children’s and Family Ministry 
Team has two big projects coming up 
this fall. 
 
Operation Christmas Child/The 
Shoebox Project begins soon!  
 
Watch for details about how you can fill 
a shoebox at home, at church, or online. 
The boxes are filled with gifts for children 
in need, then delivered to countries 
around the world. Shoeboxes can 
include toys, personal care items 
(combs, soap, hairbows), crafts (bead 
kits, crayons, markers), games 
(checkers, Tic-Tac-Toe), and a “Wow!” 
item (a deflated soccer ball and pump, 
stuffed animal, doll).  
 
We have some items at the church, but 
we are in need of “Wow!” items that are 
new or gently used. Start collecting 
items now and watch for details soon 

about how and when to fill a shoebox. 
 
The Children’s Christmas Pageant will 
be recorded in advance this year, just 
like the children’s musical. We’ll be in 

touch with families in November about 
how kids can participate.  
 
—Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 
and Family Ministries 

Sign Up and Help Us Create St. Andrew’s First Virtual Musical 

With concerns about COVID-19 limiting 
the number of people who can gather on-
stage or in the pews, St. Andrew’s Music, 
Children’s, and Family ministries are 
combining to produce St. Andrew’s first 
Virtual Musical: “Moses and the Freedom 
Fanatics!”  
 
There are roles (both on-screen and off-
screen) to be played by musical lovers of 
all ages: 
 
 The non-singing roles (which require 

little preparation) include Frogs 
& Insects (children of any age) and 
Israelites (all ages). 

 
 Singing roles (which require some 

preparation) include the Israelite 
Chorus (grades K-6). 

 Hands-on crew members (including 
at-home projects) are needed to help 
with Props, Scenery, Costume 
Designer, and Builders (all ages). 

  
If you’re interested, please fill out this 

simple form at https://forms.gle/
EzqG1Vz1Q2cEYjsH9 
 
If you have any questions, contact 
Heather Woodin, Nelda Wittig, or Matthew 
Penning. 

mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
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Renewing Lives through Worship 



 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

 Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” de Beer, Interim Pastor ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emeritus pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
 John Benson, Finance Administrator      finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications Consultant jcharisc@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
 Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
 Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental 

         Ministries   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbell 

         Ministries lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director of Children’s 

         Vocal Ministries nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 

Non Profit 
Organization 
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