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From the Leadership 

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of most months. 
We will provide Session Highlights from the previous month as a regular column in the 
Messenger. To look at meeting agendas and the minutes from any Session meeting,  

follow this link: saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

Session Highlights, September 19, 2019        by Jeff Charis-Carlson 

In response to the extremely generous pledges received so far by 
the Capital Campaign, St. Andrew’s Session voted during its 
Sept. 19 meeting to free up some money held in reserve and pay 
down $182,000 of the church’s building 
loans. The Finance Team recommends 
that the church retain enough money in 
reserve to cover at least six months of 
payments. But as contributions in  
fulfillment of pledges come in above that 
amount, the money will be applied as 
soon as possible to pay off the  

remaining loans.  

We thank God for the generosity our 
members and friends have shown so far 
in the Capital Campaign, and we look 
forward to seeing what more God has in 

store for St. Andrew. 

In keeping with the recommendations of 
the Missional Planning Team, Session 
also voted to organize its various teams 

around four main areas: 

*Faith and Leadership Development. 
*Mission and Outreach. 
*Worship and Message. 

*Stewardship and Resources. 

The process involved the merger of 
some existing teams, the creation of 
some new teams, and the formalization 

of some previously ad hoc teams. 

Session formalized the role of the  
Interiors Team, which has been  
functioning largely on an ad hoc basis 
since we moved into 140 Gathering Place Lane. The members 
will continue their focus on the design, finishes, furniture and art 
work for the building. But it they now will more clearly function as 

part of the broader Building and Grounds Team. 

Session also created a new Technology Team to address the St. 
Andrew’s technological needs in terms of the church’s  
administrative and worship needs. Treasurer Jason Schuchert 

and congregation member Tim Patrick 
will be looking for people to join them in 

this effort.  

St. Andrew recently received a request 
from a local business to use a small  
portion of the church’s parking area as a 
commuter lot. Session authorized the 
Building and Grounds Team to talk more 
about the possibilities of such an  
arrangement. At the same time, Elders 
Becka Simpson and Doug Wildes have 
pulled together a group to put together a 
new Master Plan for the long-term use of 

the land surrounding the church building. 

In terms of MOS funding, Session  
approved a request for $1,095 for three 
scholarships for the boys supported from 
St. Andrew mission funds in 2019. The 
boys are promising students from very 
poor Christian families in Pasrur,  

Pakistan.  

Session also is encouraging all  
members to attend the Mission Listening 
Post scheduled in The Hub between 
worship services on September 29. The 
conversation is an important part of the 
work being done by the Mission Task 
Force under the leadership of Cecilia 

Norris and Rod Sullivan. 

The next regular Session meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm 
October 17. During the hour immediate preceding that meeting, 
Jason Schuchert will be offering a  

training session on church finances. 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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St. Andrew Happenings 

Planning for the Women's 
Retreat is in full swing! We 
have the dates: February 7 
& 8, 2020. We have the 
theme: Catch Your Breath. 
Please mark your calendars 
and plan to join us for this 
spirit-filled time of fellowship 
and fun! Watch for  
registration forms in  

November. If you feel called to be part of planning this event, 
please join us at our next meeting on October 6 following  

second service in the large conference room, #128.  

Questions? We are happy to answer them! Contact anyone on 
the Steering Team: Annie Potter (potterbeat@gmail.com), 
Denise Schmitz (denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com), Myrna Farraj 
(jamfarraj@me.com), Annette DeBeer 
(annettedebeer1@gmail.com), LeAnn Otterbein 
(leann.otterbein@gmail.com), Sue Swearingen 

(hawkfan1951@hotmail.com). 

Women’s Retreat 2020 

Lunch with Leaders October 13 
Our next Lunch with Leaders will be held on Sunday, October 13 
following the 11:00 worship service. Anyone interested in learning 
more about the life of St. Andrew or in becoming an active member 

is invited and encouraged to attend, and lunch is on us!  

St. Andrew Sisters - Please join us for Sweet Saturdays beginning 
Saturday, October 5. We will study the book Free of Me by Sharon 
Hodde Miller and her videos on RightNow Media. We will meet 
each Saturday at St. Andrew through November 23 from 8:00 am - 
9:30 am. (October 26 will be a Service Saturday for those wanting 
to help with the Winter Outerwear Distribution, and on November 9 
we'll gather for fellowship before the craft fair.) There will be a sign- 
up sheet for those wishing to participate and to indicate if you 
would like to purchase a book. Please contact LeAnn Otterbein 
(leann.otterbein@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 

Sweet Saturdays is Back! 

Save the Date! 

October Senior Fellowship 
All seniors are invited to 
see rural Iowa in all its fall  
beauty by going to the  
highly-recommended  
Cinnamon Ridge Farm on 
Tuesday, October 29.  

We will learn about the new robotic technology used in farming and 
milking operations in order to get the job done faster. 
 

We will leave the church at 10:00 am and go to the Machine Shed 
Restaurant near Davenport for lunch. Then we’ll head to the  
amazing farm! The cost to tour the farm is 
$15. Please let us know at registration if you 
need a ride or are willing to share your car 
with others. Your registration needs to be 
sent to Janet Maas (include the $15) by  
October 25. Janet’s address is 735 George 
Street, Iowa City, IA 52246. Checks should 
be made out to “Senior Fellowship Group”. 

mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
mailto:denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com
mailto:jamfarraj@mchsi.com
mailto:annettedebeer1@gmail.com
mailto:leannotterbein@gmail.com
mailto:hawkfan1951@hotmail.com
mailto:leann.otterbein@gmail.com
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Children’s & Family Ministry 
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Our Church Finances: In Numbers……...…...And In Words 

Every annual per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by free-
ing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2019 
is $38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 

 Finances 



 

 

 

Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity (IVHFH) is being highlighted as 
Mission, Outreach, and Service’s (MOS) Mission of the Month. 
St. Andrew has regularly partnered with IVHFH for many years. 
To honor our new church home, sizable seed money was  
provided for a build in 2016, and this year $25,000 was given 
toward the Interfaith Build. In addition to monetary support, many 
church members have volunteered their time to help with  
construction. IVHFH chose to build a duplex for their Interfaith 
Build for 2019. Two families will be moving into their new HFH 
homes when building is complete, hopefully in November. The 
following is a brief  
description of the 
Habitat families who 
will soon have a new  

permanent home.  

Habtamu and his 
wife Ebsitu and  
children moved to 
the United States 
after escaping their 
native Ethiopia 
where political  
turmoil made them 
concerned for their 
safety. After living in 
a refugee camp in 
Nairobi, Kenya, in 
2014 they were 
able to come to the 
United States 
through a refugee program. After a  
difficult first winter in Ohio, without a  
vehicle, good jobs, or social connections, the family moved to 
Iowa City in 2015. They currently live in a two-bedroom  
apartment with three of their children, aged 9, 3, and 1. Their  
eldest son lives in Ethiopia with his grandmother; they hope he 
will be able to reunite with the family and live in their new home 

in Iowa City next year. Ebsitu is expecting baby #5 next year.  

Habtamu says the family has spent much time wondering what 
would happen to them. With the promise of a Habitat home,  
uncertainty about the future has been replaced with stability,  
allowing them to concentrate on their work and education.  
Habtamu, who taught language at an Ethiopian college for nine 
years and worked for the government as a translator, now wants 
to continue his education once the family moves into their Habitat 
home. Ebsitu was employed as a social worker in Ethiopia. She 
currently takes ESL classes and hopes to pursue a college  

degree in the future. 

Hatim fled from the political situation in Sudan to Egypt in 2003 
with only the clothes he was wearing and his passport. His wife 
Sayeda joined him later. The couple came to the U.S. through a 
United Nations Resettlement Program in 2006. They moved to 
Iowa City in 2009 after more than a year in Dallas where Hatim 
worked at the airport, and some time in Fargo, North Dakota, 
where he attended school and worked at a Smucker's factory.  
“Then a friend suggested Iowa City, and when we came to look, 
we loved it,” Hatim says. “The neighbors are good people. You 

can just walk out the 
door, and if you need 
help, there will be 
someone to help. 
The town is also  
quiet, safe, good for 
kids.” Hatim now 
works at a social 
services organization 
in Iowa City and 
drives a cab on 
weekends. Sayeda is 
employed at a  
childcare center in 
Iowa City. After  
Hatim finishes his 
program in aviation 
maintenance, 
Sayeda plans to 
complete her B. A. in 

early childhood education. 

Hatim and Sayeda have five children: two boys, aged 14 and 11, 
and three girls, aged 7, 4, and a baby born last January. They 
are very familiar with the Habitat program, having volunteered to 
help build other homes. Hatim says the family would never have 
the cash or capital for a down payment on a traditional mortgage. 
“When I got the letter saying our family was accepted, it changed 
my life,” he says. "It is a big, big opportunity for our kids to have a 

good foundation for their future.” 

The need for IVHFH volunteers continues. Construction occurs 
on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, both morning and  
afternoon shifts. To volunteer, please go to https://
www.iowavalleyhabitat.org/volunteer-on-a-construction-site.html 
to sign up, or speak with Jan Taylor (jantaylorj1940@gmail.com) 
or Becka Simpson (b.yucuis@gmail.com) to learn how you can 

help. 
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Cover Story | MOS Ministry of the Month 

Meet Our Habitat for Humanity Families                by Becka Simpson 

https://www.iowavalleyhabitat.org/volunteer-on-a-construction-site.html
https://www.iowavalleyhabitat.org/volunteer-on-a-construction-site.html
mailto:jantaylorj1940@gmail.com
mailto:b.yucuis@gmail.com
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

We are sharing this letter as an example of how the funds that St. Andrew provides and the relationships St. Andrew makes 
in the community have a real impact on the lives of others. As some may recall, the Tuesday Men’s Bible Study used to park 
cars during Iowa football games to make money that was then shared with those in need throughout the Iowa City area and 

beyond, including the chaplain’s office at the Iowa Medical Classification Center (IMCC) in Coralville. When St. Andrew 
moved, that ministry came to an end. However, MOS picked up the baton and covered the cost of the quarterly Our Daily 

Bread (ODB) devotionals that Leon Lyvers faithfully took over to the IMCC until his death a little over two years ago, resulting 
in the continuation of  the ODB ministry. Please read the letter to see the impact of your generosity.  
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Presbyterians are part of a remarkable tradition. The PC(USA)'s four church-wide Special Offerings 
help share Christ's love with millions of people around the world: One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost 

Offering, Christmas Joy Offering, and the Peace and Global Witness Offering.  

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by 
addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged 
to utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid-councils 
retain 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation, and 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through  
collaborative projects of education and Christian witness like the reconciliation work in South Sudan, 

international advocacy at the UN, or a peace camp for kids in New Jersey.  

St. Andrew will take up the Peace and Global Witness offering on Sunday, October 6,  
which is World Communion Sunday. 

Peace & Global Witness  

Mission, Outreach, & Service (cont.) 

 

We hope you’ve heard the exciting news that our 2019 packing 
event has been planned for the Tuesday and Wednesday of 
Thanksgiving week, November 26-27. It will be held for the  
second time at St. Andrew – we continue to be blown away as 
we watch God and this community shine with his love through 

this event! 

We will be packing 116,640 
meals, with 540 volunteers 
from the surrounding area. 
The statistics remain  
sobering: 6.9 million kids 
under age 5 die each year in 
developing countries. That’s 
6200 children who die each 
day from hunger. St. Andrew 
has been such a significant 
part of the success of this 
event, helping us fund and 
pack over 1 million meals 
YTD. We wouldn’t be where 
we are today without you. 
Thank you from the bottom 

of our hearts! 

Fundraising is a component of a successful event and this year 
we’ll need $25,660 to cover the cost of the meals we’ll be  
packing. Each year, MOS has generously donated $2190, which 
represents feeding a small orphanage for a year. We want to 
match this donation again through the ENVELOPE  

CHALLENGE! A display and baskets with envelopes will be  
located in the atrium during the month of October. Inside each 
envelope is an amount ranging from $22 to $100. We just need 

willing participants to: 

 

1. Roll the BIG FOAM 
DICE and take the  
envelope labeled with the 

number you roll.  

2. Write a check for the 
amount you draw (or any 
amount you choose – at 
$.24 per meal, even a  

quarter helps!) 

3. Place donation in  

envelope and seal it  

4. Turn into the offering 
plate, church office drop 
box, or mail to our PO Box, 
which is addressed on the 

outside of each envelope.  

5. On your mark, get set, ROLL! 

Your 2019 Planning Team, 
Janice Baldes, Rebecca Schuchert, & Cindy Vonderhaar 

www.icmobilepack.org 

The St. Andrew Iowa City MobilePack Envelope  

Challenge Has Begun!       by Janice Baldes 
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Adult Education 

October 13, 20, 27 | November 3: The Stories and Cents, with Rev. Jan Rippentrop of Just Church 
On behalf of the Stewardship Team, come discover the power of personal testimony in community. Testimony is a true, first-person 
account of an experience.  While it has come, over time, to carry additional connotations of emotionally-laden or persuasive rhetoric, it 
is, at its core, the practice of making a public statement about what you have seen, heard, and experienced for yourself. Learn with 

others how your story intersects with the story of God and the story of our community in illuminating ways. see next page 

November 10: Worship Matters 
Vital worship centers the hearts, minds, and lives of the followers of Christ. Filled with song, prayer, spoken word, and active  
response, our worship shapes our lives and expresses our love. Join us in a listening post as we talk about our worship at St. Andrew 

and think about how our worship can more completely and richly express our praise of God and our witness to others. 

November 24: On Calling a Pastor with Danie de Beer 
During this interim period between permanently installed pastors, we naturally look ahead to our next pastor for St. Andrew. Many of 
you may be wondering when and how this all takes place. Join Interim Pastor Danie de Beer as he shares with us the process of  
calling a pastor in the Presbyterian Church (USA). We will learn about the goals of a search, about the Pastor Nominating Committee, 

Ministry Information forms, and so much more! 

December 1: Christ’s Calendar with Danie de Beer 
Christians not only follow Jesus Christ, they also observe a decidedly unique calendar which shapes and informs the weekly rhythm 

of prayer, study, worship, and service of our discipleship. Come and learn more about how Christians see time! 

December 8: Signing with Babies and Children with Sara Penn 
One of the great miracles of life is the learning of our first words. Join St. Andrew member Sara Penn as she shares about  

deepening our communication with our children through signing. 

TBD:  Stories and Cents: Resourcing our Mission 
This is the final installment of the Stories and Cents series connecting our ministries to our resources. St. Andrew's Stewardship and 
Finance Teams will present updated information on our church finances an annual budget. They will provide the inside perspective on 
what happens in our ministry support teams. The presentation is a starting point for more discussion about the link between our many 

resources and our church ministries 

 

Adult Education Fall 2019 Schedule 
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Adult Education cont. 



 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

  Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” de Beer, Interim Pastor  ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

       Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus  pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
  John Benson, Finance Administrator       finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.  sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org 
 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries  rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries  hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
  Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries  mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min.   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Director  lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Director  nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 

Non Profit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Permit Number 66 

Iowa City, IA 
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Brazilian Host Informational 
Meeting October 6 

We are accepting  
applications for a new 
class of Brazilian Ministry 
Immersion Experience 
participants, but we need 
your help! Host families 
are a key ingredient to 
make this endeavor a 
success. Come and hear 
what's involved in being a 
host for our new class of 
Brazilian students on  
Sunday, October 6 at 
9:45 am in room 145. 
Also, visit our display in 
the Atrium and pick up an 
information packet or talk to Matthew Penning or Heather Woodin if 

you are interested in learning more about being a host home.  

mailto:ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:pastormwm@gmail.com
mailto:finance@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org

