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Watch “Moses & the Freedom Fanatics” at http://bit.ly/SAPCmusical

From the Leadership
Pastor Danie’s Final Sunday Set for November 22
In September, after 2½ years of interim work in Iowa City, I
realized the time had come for me to leave St. Andrew and make
space for the next senior pastor, whoever that may be. With
prayer and faith that the Pastor Nominating Committee was
working hard, I soon found that things were happening a lot
quicker for me than I hoped.
The moment the PNC told me they had some candidates
scheduled, I reactivated my pastoral résumé, and within a week I
received an offer to serve as interim pastor in Columbia
Presbyterian Church in Vancouver, Washington. I initially
said I wanted to begin on January 1, but they need me to begin
on December 1.
After conversations with the Personnel Team, I am announcing
that November 22 will be my last Sunday at St. Andrew. And
with that announcement, Annette and I are beginning the
process of packing our things, saying our goodbyes, and moving
1,900 miles away. Please continue to pray that God will lead and
keep us and our family safe.
The fact that our leaving St. Andrew was inevitable doesn’t make
the decision any easier. The first page of my contract includes a
sentence affirming that I “will not be eligible to be a candidate for
the pastoral office of this church.” As an intentional transitional

pastor, I always know that I will end up like Moses in a recent
lectionary reading: viewing the
Promised Land from a distance but not
being able to enter it. I continue to pray
for the members of St. Andrew and their
service to this world, which God loves so
much.
As such, my intention was to get in here
and be business-like and get out of here
just as business-like. Over the past 2½
years, however, Annette and I have
fallen in love with St. Andrew. We love
the people, and we love the ministries.

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer
Interim Senior Pastor

Over the next month, there will be many opportunities for
goodbyes, but for now, I know with confidence that the ministry
and mission of St. Andrew does not depend on any pastor or any
staff member. We are all serving as the body of Christ in this
community.
With Christian love.

Using New Technologies to Explore Our Faith Links
Finding COVID-afflicted 2020 a challenging year to live out your
faith? We invite you to try out "Faithlink," the church's new
resource on the St. Andrew App to encourage you and your
friends in faith and worship.
Faithlink is a new weekday podcast being produced by me
sharing insights and discoveries on a daily practice for a life of
discipleship.
It is a common misconception that discipleship is only for the
"very serious" Christian or the spiritually gifted.
The opposite is true: Discipleship is not for a spiritual elite but is
simply the common, daily practice of normal followers of Christ
(that is, flawed, inconsistent, uncertain Christians who desire to
know and serve Jesus).

inconsistency and uncertainty get
in the way!), I will share thoughts,
practices, and stories that we hope
will encourage you in your faith,
ministry, and prayer.
The easiest way to listen to
Faithlink is on the St. Andrew App.
The episodes are found at the
"Media" page at the bottom of the
app.

Also you can subscribe through the
Apple Podcast page: http://bit.ly/StAndrewFaithlink.

Each weekday (except for those days when my own
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Rev. Kyle Otterbein
Associate Pastor

From the Leadership
Session Highlights, October15, 2020
During its October 15 meeting, St.
Andrew’s Session learned that the
Worship Team and church staff have
reached the consensus opinion that
COVID-19 concerns would make it
dangerous to hold in-person services on
Christmas Eve. The current plan is to
record a Christmas service at 7 p.m.
Friday December 11 that would then be
edited and combined with additional video
and premiered on the church YouTube
channel at 5 p.m. December 24. The
team and staff also plan to make
Christmas Eve Kits (with candles and
other items) to distribute to families.
No Session member objected to the plan,
but several stressed the need to reach out
to congregation members who may be
feeling especially isolated on Christmas
Eve. At the very least, Zoom gatherings
will be scheduled to allow people to see
one another over distance.
The Session also learned that giving
remains about 10 percent under the same
period last year, but expenses likewise
are about 10 percent lower. So the
church’s financial condition remains about
break even. With the end of the year
coming upon us, the Finance Team is
turning its attention to the upcoming
Stewardship Campaign and the process
of setting the annual budget for 2021.
Pastor Kyle Otterbein noted that, in
addition to preparing for his son’s
wedding and the funeral for Beth
Jorgensen, he has been focused on
producing his new daily podcast,
“Faithlinks,” which is available on Apple

Podcasts and through the St. Andrew
App. He encouraged elders to listen to the
episodes available and provide feedback.
Session accepted a report on the safety
precautions being taken as both ETC and
BASIC move indoors. In the event of a
COVID-positive report from a leader or
student, staff was encouraged to notify
the county public health department for
assistance with contact tracing.
Elder Melissa Fath reported that progress
is being made on upgrading one of the
bathroom doors to become automatic. A
mechanism had been saved from 1300
Melrose that could be repurposed for our
current building. The team also is working
with Elder Eric Goers to strengthen the
proposed alcohol use policy in the church
building. The team expects to bring an
updated proposal to the Session at a
future meeting.
Elder Becka Simpson reports that the
committee is continuing the process of
considering candidates for the next

pastor. The team’s co-moderators will be
participating in the Congregation Zoom
Update being organized by the
Stewardship Team on October 25.
In terms of mission commitments,
Session approved the following funding
requests from the Mission, Outreach, and
Service Team:
 $3,000: To renew support for Andy
and Nichole Stewart, who are
learning Hindi in the U.S. as they
await the opportunity to return to
Southeast Asia.
 $1,500: As a recurring gift to support
the United Presbyterian Home, a
retirement home for retired pastors
and missionaries in Washington,
Iowa.
— Jeﬀ Charis-Carlson, clerk pro tem
St. Andrew's Session meets at 7 pm on
the third Thursday of each month. To look
at the minutes from any Session meeting,
visit saintandrew-ic.org/about/session.

Per Capita
Every annual per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by freeing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2020
is $38. —MOS Team
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Connecting Hearts through Finances
Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words...

— John Benson, Finance Administrator
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Renewing Lives through Stewardship
Stewardship Pledge Drive and Commitment Month
It was wonderful to see so many people
join the Stewardship Team for our
informational gathering on October 25. The
dozen people in the Sanctuary were joined
by at least 75 people online to hear the
latest news about St. Andrew’s finances,
the pastoral search, and our church’s
continuing mission and ministry. A video of
the conversation can be found at https://
youtu.be/-aymY7suWgk, and some
highlights from the meeting can be found
on the back page of this letter.
The updates from staff and volunteers alike
helped remind us that the generosity of our
church family reflects our worship of a
generous God. And as the Stewardship
Team calls on the congregation to “Incline
Our Hearts to the Lord” in 2021, it’s with
the understanding that we have so much to
give because God already has blessed us
with so much. That’s the whole point of a
Stewardship campaign: to bring our hearts
back to the wellspring of generosity at the
heart of God.
We hope that you will continue to join
(whether in-person or online) during
worship this month, as we begin collecting
and celebrating the pledges made to the
2021 Annual Budget for St. Andrew. Hard

copies of the pledge cards are being
mailed to everyone who donated in 2019,
and the cards can be returned through the
mail or dropped off at the church office
(140 Gathering Place Lane, Iowa City, IA
52245).

through St. Andrew in 2021.

As we incline our hearts to the Lord, we
can be confident that Christ has completed
the work already. He offers new mercy
every morning; his steadfast love never
ceases. No matter how daunting the
Recurring gifts also can be made online at circumstances, serving God together offers
https://pushpay.com/g/saintandrewic. (If hope and renewal.
you have any questions about how to give
Sincerely,
during this time of pandemic, please
contact John Benson at 319-330-3197 or
finance@saintandrew-ic.org.)
We continue to be excited about ministry at
Christina Charis-Donelson
St. Andrew and into the community, and
On behalf of the Stewardship Team
we look forward to seeing what God will do
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Connecting Hearts through Mission
Alternative Gift Market Going Online This Advent Season
Because of COVID concerns, St.
St. Andrew’s Mission and Ministry Partners
Andrew will not be hosting an in* Center for Worker Justice: https://www.cwjiowa.org
person Alternative Gift Market in 2020. * CommUnity Crisis Services & Food Bank:
https://builtbycommunity.org
Instead, the MOS Team is
* Crowded Closet: https://www.crowdedcloset.org
encouraging all members and friends * Compeer of Johnson County:
of the congregation to spend some
http://www.compeerjohnsoncountyiowa.org
time visiting the dozens of options
* Domestic Violence Intervention Program (DVIP):
available in the Presbyterian Giving
https://dvipiowa.org
Catalog (https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org).
* Feed My Starving Children Iowa City Mobile Pack:
http://icmobilepack.org
While we are not gathering in large numbers this year, the MOS
* Friends of PEB, Pakistan: https://www.friendsofpeb.org
Team also has set up a display in the Atrium that highlights St.
* Free Medical Clinic, owa City: http://freemedicalclinic.org
Andrew’s own mission and ministry work as well as that of our
* Impacto, Guatemala: https://impactoministry.com
partners in the community. We are encouraging our members to
* Houses Into Homes: https://www.facebook.com/
visit the website of these organizations and give directly.
housesintohomesiowacity
* IC Compassion: http://www.iccompassion.org
Donations to the following internal mission and ministry groups
* Iowa Valley Habitat For Humanity:
can be made through the St. Andrew website,
https://www.iowavalleyhabitat.org
https://pushpay.com/g/saintandrewic
* Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center: http://ncjc.org
* Access & Inclusive Mission/Mental Health Initiatives
* Shelter House: https://shelterhouseiowa.org
* Deacons Fund
* Table to Table: https://table2table.org
* Lettuce Feed Others
* Ten Thousand Villages:
* Sewing for Others
https://www.tenthousandvillages.com

It Takes a Village to Feed a Village: Iowa City MobilePack
While we can’t pack meals together for
Feed My Starving Children this year, the
need has never been greater to raise funds
to cover the cost of feeding God’s children.
Due to COVID-19, FMSC has quickly
switched to machine packing to try to keep
up with demand which keeps increasing
every day due to the pandemic.

towards our $10,000 goal that will be
doubled by the matching gift campaign.

Not only has the food need increased, but
machine packing comes at a higher cost
than volunteers–$.05 more per meal.
FMSC is currently machine-packing 15
million meals a month (half their prepandemic capacity) and if you do some
math, that $.05 adds up fast. Our team felt
more compelled than ever to help pay for
those meals and we hope you do, too!

We couldn’t do this without each of you!
Please take a minute to watch a COVID-19
video update from FMSC partner Heart for
Africa and thank you in advance for being
the gift of hope to all the children who will
receive the meals we provide!

Donations can be made online by visiting
www.icmobilepack.org and clicking on
the donate button or by mail. Please make
checks out to IC MobilePack and mail to
PO Box 865, Iowa City, IA 52244.

village for a year and generous donors
have already joined in to turn this into a
matching gift campaign. Our St. Andrew
MOS Team has allocated $2,500 already
as part of our matching gift!

In Christ,

During the month of November, we are
hosting a virtual fundraiser: It Takes a
We are inviting you to be part of the village
Village to Feed a Village. $10,000 feeds a that feeds a village by making a donation
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Renewing Lives through Pastoral Leadership
Session, PNC Calls Congregational Meeting for November 15
Since April 2020, the Pastor Nominating
Committee has engaged in prayerful and
spirit-led discernment to find a new pastor
to call to St. Andrew. After months of
reviewing the Personal Information Forms
from pastors throughout the country,
conducting Zoom interviews with several
candidates, conducting second interviews
with a handful of candidates, and bringing
two candidates to Iowa City for in-person
interviews, the PNC is excited to inform the
congregation that it has extended a call
to the Rev. W. Robert (Rob) Martin III and
that he has agreed to accept the call to
become St. Andrew’s next installed pastor.
Pastor Rob Martin is currently Head of
Staff at Laurinburg Presbyterian Church in
North Carolina, where he has served since
2018. Prior to serving there, he was Senior
Pastor and Head of Staff for 15 years at
First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto in
California. From 1996 to 2003, he served
in multiple capacities as Senior Pastor and
Head of Staff at the Warren Wilson
Presbyterian Church and College Chapel
in Swannanoa, N.C., where he also served
as college chaplain and an adjunct faculty
member. From 1992-1996, he served as
Solo Pastor at Covenant Presbyterian
Church in New Orleans, Louisiana.
Pastor Rob has extensive experience as a
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff and
significant experience pastoring to college
communities. He is passionate about
preaching the Word of God, pastoral care,
and community outreach. Additionally, he
has written liturgy and hymns that have
been used nationally.

St. Andrew's
Session and
Pastor
Nominating
Committee has
called a
Congregational
Meeting via
Zoom for 11 a.m.
Sunday
November 15 for
the congregation
to concur with
the PNC's report
and elect the
Rev. W. Robert
(Rob) Martin III as
St. Andrew's new
installed pastor.

The Rev. W. Robert (Rob) Martin III
and Do Rogers Martin

You can join the Congregation Meeting on Zoom through
the following URL: https://bit.ly/november15meeting
A letter from Pastor Rob Martin introducing himself to the St.
Andrew family can be found at https://bit.ly/
pastorrobmartin.

was impressed with his warmth, his
engaging and personality, his curiosity, and
his ability to accurately uncover the
substance of an issue and address it
pastorally. During his time with the PNC,
he also led a thoughtful meditation on the
resurrection passage from the Gospel of
Mark. After spending an enjoyable two
days learning about Rob and his ministry, it
As he stated in his PIF: “Jesus does not
was clear to the PNC that he seemed “to
call us into individualism but rather calls us get” St. Andrew. Then, after prayerful
into community—a community that is rich discernment led by the Holy Spirit, the
in hue, radiant in variety, resilient in its
PNC enthusiastically and unanimously
public witness, tireless in its service to the agreed to extend a call to him.
least and the last among us, and resolved
in its efforts to be as one in Christ.”
As a committee, we are excited for the
congregation to meet and get to know
After meeting with Pastor Rob, the PNC
Pastor Rob Martin, and for Rob to begin to

lead St. Andrew into its future. Please read
his letter to the St. Andrew community
introducing himself and sharing his
excitement about being called as St.
Andrew’s new pastor (https://bit.ly/
pastorrobmartin).
In Christ,

Co-chairs: Becka Simpson and Aaron
Shileny
Members: Kathi Anderson, Wes Habley,
Thomas Hartley, Dean Oakes, Tim Patrick,
Sara Penn, and Marylu Watkins
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Administration/Leadership
Pastors
Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” de Beer, Interim Pastor
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor
Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emeritus

ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
pastormwm@gmail.com

Office
John Benson, Finance Administrator
finance@saintandrew-ic.org
Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications Consultant jcharisc@gmail.com

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental
Ministries
Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbell
Ministries
Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director of Children’s
Vocal Ministries

mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the
Messenger electronically, please email the church office.
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