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I came that they may have life  
and have it abundantly. —-John 10:10b ESV 



 

 

Session Highlights, October 17, 2019        by Jeff Charis-Carlson 
During their October  
meeting, the members of St. 
Andrew’s Session received 
more than an hour’s worth of 
financial training from the church 

treasurer, Jason Schuchert. The training provided a basic primer 
in the church’s accounting system as well as a celebration of the 
continued generosity of the congregation for all the ministry that 

takes place at 140 Gathering Place Lane. 

The training comes as the very successful Connecting Hearts,  
Renewing Lives Capital Campaign is wrapping up and the  
Session is beginning to think about setting a new budget for the 
2020 calendar year. Those discussions will be taking place in 
November and December. We could use your prayers as we 

envision what opportunities the next year will hold. 

The Session clarified the reporting structure it would like to see 
as part of St. Andrew’s evolving partnership with Fifth Ward 
Saints — the “Social-Emotional Athletic Development Program” 
that uses our building and grounds several days a week. More 

information about that group can be found at  
https://fifthwardsaintsnorth.com.Session also approved the  
following recommendations from the Mission, Outreach, and 

Service Team: 

*$1000 to PC(USA) Disaster Relief to aid the Bahamas after the  

Hurricane. 

*$2,500 for the local Young Life program, which supports weekly  

Christian youth fellowship activities. 

Finally, the Session accepted six requests to join St. Andrew as 
new members — Jennifer Lee Wright, Jennifer Lynn De La Cruz, 
Ryan Michael Story, Maria Teresa Story, Jessica Marie Martin, 
and Gerrod Duane Martin. We look forward to introducing them 

to the congregation over the next few weeks. 

The next regular Session meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm, 
Thursday, November 21. In the meantime, Session is  
encouraging all members to attend the Worship Listening Post 
scheduled in The Hub between worship services on November 
10. The conversation is an important part of the work being done 

by the Worship Task Force. 

Stewardship 2020         by Chris Charis-Donelson 

Thanks to your leadership, we have  
successfully launched the Connecting 
Hearts Renewing Lives capital campaign. 
So far we have 101 families or individuals 
committing to the campaign. Your gifts 
pay the mortgage and reduce our debt for 
the next three years. They sustain our 
foundation for ministry in the building and 

beyond. Bravo! 

In the month of November, we pivot our 
fundraising priorities to the annual  
stewardship campaign. In contrast to the 
capital campaign, the stewardship  
campaign supports the church budget for 
the following year, 2020. This includes 
salaries for our staff, funds for in-house 
ministries and community outreach, plus 
money redirected to mission and ministry 

beyond our programs. 

For the last three years, my partner on the 
stewardship team has been Bruce  
Walker. His story exemplifies many types 
of gifts — time, talent and treasure. Bruce 
prefers automatic electronic giving, that 
way he never forgets to write a check. For 
his capital campaign pledge, he redirects 

his required 401k withdrawals to the 
church office to take advantage of tax 
savings. He and his wife, Dedi, have been 

members of St. Andrew for 42 years. 

Bruce's maternal grandfather came to 
Iowa from northern Italy after losing a 
brother in World War I. His grandfather 
spoke very little English, but worked at a 
grocery warehouse on Court St on Des 
Moines. He had a second job as a janitor 
at a Presbyterian church with a gym. 
When Bruce helped him, the reward was 
to shoot baskets after work. As president 
of the Iowa State Bar Association, in 
2015, Bruce helped establish the New 
Iowan Legal Advice Clinic. The clinic  
collaborates with the Citizen Lawyer  
Project — a volunteer program at the  
University of Iowa Law School — and 
Iowa City Compassion — a Christ-
centered organization that provides legal 
immigration assistance to clients in  
Johnson County and surrounding  
counties. Because of his immigrant  
background, Bruce says volunteering is 

“just the right thing to do.” 

Bruce and Dedi 
have been  
married 50 years. 
Dedi is a regular 
in the Lettuce Feed Others garden, and 
she makes delicious, traditional Italian 
biscotti. The first year Bruce and I worked 
together on stewardship, they served me 
Limoncello with homemade biscotti. This 
year, Bruce partnered with Mike Anderson 
and many others to present a dinner for 
the capital campaign kickoff including 
lemon vinaigrette, porchetta, asparagus 
with Pecorino Romano, and roasted  
potatoes with Parmigiano Reggiano. Later 
he organized enough pancakes to please 

a crowd. 

You can tell, it has been a pleasure to 
have Bruce on the stewardship team. I 
am so grateful for his time, talent and 
treasure. And it is a privilege to worship 
and serve with all of you. Please look for 
stewardship cards this month in your  
bulletin or contact the finance administer, 
John Benson, in the church office to make 

a pledge. 
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From Session + Stewardship 

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of most months. We will provide Session Highlights from the previous month as a regular 
column in the Messenger. To look at meeting agendas and the minutes from any Session meeting, follow this link:  saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

https://fifthwardsaintsnorth.com/
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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Are you looking for a gift for that person who has everything, 
or something appropriate for a teacher/co-worker, or a gift that 
says that you care?  St. Andrew is again holding our  
Alternative Gift Market to help you with those shopping needs. 
We will have tables set up by local, national, and international 
non-profit organizations where you can learn about their  
missions. For a donation (you determine the amount), you will 
receive an insert describing the mission to place in the cards 
provided to give to your intended recipients. It is a great way to 
learn about projects, help others, and spread the message of 
Christmas. Join us on Sunday, November 24, beginning at 
9:00 am and continuing until 12:30 pm in the Multi-Purpose 
Room (MPR).  If you have any questions, would like to  
volunteer to help set up the market, or would like to take a shift 
receiving donations, please contact Karna Wieck at  

Karnaw77@gmail.com. Order forms are now available. 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, and serving as Christ served. 

St. Andrew Happenings 

Planning for the Women's 
Retreat is in full swing! 
We have the dates:  
February 7 & 8, 2020. We 
have the theme: Catch 
Your Breath. Please mark 
your calendars and plan 
to join us for this spirit-
filled time of fellowship 
and fun! Watch for  
registration forms  

beginning this month. Questions? We are happy to answer 
them! Contact anyone on the Steering Team:  
Annie Potter (potterbeat@gmail.com) 
Denise Schmitz (denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com) 
Myrna Farraj (jamfarraj@me.com) 
Annette DeBeer (annettedebeer1@gmail.com) 
LeAnn Otterbein (leann.otterbein@gmail.com) 

Sue Swearingen (hawkfan1951@hotmail.com) 

Women’s Retreat 2020 

St. Andrew Sisters - Please join us for Sweet Saturdays. We will 
study the book Free of Me by Sharon Hodde Miller and her videos 
on RightNow Media. We will meet each Saturday at St. Andrew 
through November 23 from 8:00 am - 9:30 am. (On November 9 
we'll gather for fellowship before the craft fair.) There will be a sign- 
up sheet for those wishing to participate and to indicate if you 
would like to purchase a book. Please contact LeAnn Otterbein 
(leann.otterbein@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 

Sweet Saturdays is Back! 

Alternative Gift Market 2019 

Office Closed Nov. 28 & 29 

The Big Table is Back! 

mailto:Karnaw77@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
mailto:denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com
mailto:jamfarraj@mchsi.com
mailto:annettedebeer1@gmail.com
mailto:leannotterbein@gmail.com
mailto:hawkfan1951@hotmail.com
mailto:leann.otterbein@gmail.com
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Children’s & Family Ministry 
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Our Church Finances: In Numbers……...…...And In Words 

Every annual per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by free-
ing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2019 
is $38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 

 Finances 
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Cover Story: Worship at St. Andrew 

CONGREGATIONAL STATEMENT OF WORSHIP 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church takes its name from the disciple 
best known for introducing people to Jesus. When the biblical 
Andrew brought his brother Simon to meet the Messiah, Jesus 
gave that brother the new name of “Peter” and called both  
brothers to become “fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19; John 1:35-
42). And when the biblical Andrew brought forward a young boy 
with a handful of loaves and fish, Jesus transformed the boy’s 
meager lunch into enough food to feed thousands (John 6:8). 
Like our namesake disciple, we at St. Andrew Presbyterian 

strive to introduce others to the living Christ and to help them 
find opportunities to use their own gifts (musical, organizational, 

rhetorical, financial) for the nourishment of others.  

St. Andrew is a church that reaches out to others.  

At St. Andrew, our primary 
mission is to love God 
with all our heart, soul, 
strength, and mind, but 
our secondary mission  
requires us to get out of 
our own heads and to pay 
attention to our neighbors 
so we can start loving 
them as ourselves (Luke 10:27). As such, we believe that we 
can experience God through our interactions with other people—
those from within our congregation and those from  
outside our church walls. We believe that our regular  
gatherings together for worship help us to learn from one  
another and help us to avoid becoming lost within our own  

self-centered thoughts, wishes, and desires. 

St. Andrew is a church that worships the Triune God. 

We believe that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are collectively to 
be worshipped “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23) — not out of 
any superstition, not for a mere emotional thrill, not for any  
material gain, but with sincerity, according to God’s Word.  
Everything that is said, sung, prayed, played, and displayed in 
our worship services is offered for the glory of God alone (Soli 
Deo Gloria)—even as it is also offered for the benefit, edification, 

transformation, and growth of the congregation. 

St. Andrew is a church that sings.  

The robust singing of “psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs” (Ephesians 5:19) has been a key component of worship 
services since the early days of the Protestant reformers. We 
continue this tradition at St. Andrew, accompanying—but never 
replacing—the singing of the congregation with the music of the 
organ, piano, handbells, and a variety of other acoustic and  
amplified instruments. Our professional and volunteer musicians 

Dear friends and members of St. Andrew,  

For the past year, our congregation has been engaged in  

seeking answers to the following strategic questions:  

 What does “mission” mean @ St. Andrew?  

 What should worship look like @ St. Andrew?  

 How does faith develop @ St. Andrew? 

 

The Task Force created to answer the second question will be 
meeting in the Hub between services on Sunday November 10. 
We hope you will join us for a discussion focused primarily on 

the following three questions:  

 In what ways do the worship experiences offered at St.  

Andrew speak most directly and powerfully to you?  

 What is missing for you in the worship experiences offered 

at St. Andrew?  

 What other changes would you like to see in the worship 

offerings at St. Andrew? 

To help give us a common basis of discussion for that listening 
post, St. Andrew’s Worship Team has written up the following 
draft Congregational Statement of Worship. Please read through 
the document and let us know where it matches—and where it 
falls short of—your experience of worship @ St. Andrew. We 

look forward to hearing your insights on November 10.  

In Christ, The St. Andrew Worship Team  
Patti Benson, Jeff Charis-Carlson, Danie de Beer, Myrna Farraj, 
Kyle Otterbein, Matthew Penning, Karen Raynor, and Nathan 

Schuchert 
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, and serving as Christ served. 

Cover Story cont. 

seek to lead the congregation in active, collective worship—not 
merely to perform before a passive audience. We embrace the 
musical offerings of different ages and different cultures, and we 
fit a variety of sacred song into an evolving liturgy (order of  
worship) that provides continuity from week to week, year to 

year.  
 

St. Andrew is a church that hears and responds to 
God’s Word.  

Our Worship Team (comprised of lay members, staff, and  
pastors) generally focuses our worship services around the  
scripture passages selected years in advance by the Revised 
Common Lectionary — featuring weekly passages from the  
Gospels and the Psalms as well as an additional passage from 
both the Old and New Testaments. We look to the scripture for 
an understanding of the ways in which we can offer our worship 
to God, but we also recognize that those images and practices 
still need to be understood in terms of their cultural and historical 
context. Each week, we offer a collective confession of our sin 
and look to Christ for the forgiveness he offers each of us  
individually — a forgiveness that we are commanded to extend 
to one another. We also include regular opportunities for the  

congregation to make offerings of their time, talent, and treasure.  

 

St. Andrew is a church that embraces its connection to 
the PC(USA) denomination and the Reformed tradition.  

We seek to live out the ethos of the motto Ecclesia reformata, 
semper reformanda (“The church reformed and always  
reforming, according to the Word of God”). As in all areas of our 
faith, we strive to keep our personal biases in check and to avoid 
confusing our individual preferences — musical, liturgical,  
cultural — with biblical or theological mandates and  
requirements. We offer the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 
least once a month at a table to which all who call on Christ are 
welcome. We believe that Christ’s presence is with us in that 
meal in a way more real than the fact that, wherever two or three 
are gathered in his name, Christ is there. We accept members 
who have been baptized into our fellowship as infants as well as 
those who have reaffirmed their faith in Christ as teenagers and 
adults. To serve the varying schedules of our congregation  
members, we typically offer two main worship services on  
Sunday morning — with time for Christian Education classes and 
fellowship between. We strive to keep our services to around one 
hour, but at times God’s message requires a little more time to 
convey through all the songs, sermons, confessions, and  

prayers.  

At St. Andrew, we recognize that the “church” is the 
people, not the building.  

While the bulk of our planning focuses on Sunday morning  
worship, we believe God can and should be worshipped at any 
time in any place. We want our building to be used regularly 
throughout the week as a site for prayer, worship, and service by 
various groups. In the end, we believe St. Andrew’s internal  
focus on worship is inseparable from the outward-looking Great 
Commission that Christ has given to all churches who minister in 
his name. Through our worship on Sunday and through our lives 
during the rest of the week, we seek to fulfill St. Andrew’s  
purpose statement: To be the body of Christ, living in Christ's 

love, and serving as Christ served. 
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

Teams are now forming for the 2020 Guatemala mission trips. The dates are March 14-18, which is spring break, and  
August 1-8. Plane tickets have been reserved. Come and experience the joy of working with the people of Guatemala and Impacto  
Ministry. You've heard the stories. Now come experience it yourself. We need to have a $200 dollar deposit by November 15.   

Please email Sue Swearingen at hawkfan1951@hotmail.com,  or you can call her at 319/530.4554. 

Guatemala 2020 Teams Forming Now       by Sue Swearingen 

mailto:hawkfan1951@hotmail.com
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Mission, Outreach, & Service (cont.) 

Volunteer Registration is Now Open! 

Connecting Hearts through Mission: November Focus 

Volunteer registration is now open for the Feed My Starving  
Children MobilePack event happening the Tuesday and 
Wednesday of Thanksgiving week at St. Andrew! Each shift is 
two hours, and children as young as five are invited to come join 
this community service event. High school kids can earn silver 
cord hours, and we’ll have sit down jobs for those who don’t 

want to be on their feet.  

We need 600 volunteers to cover the following shifts: 

 

Tuesday, November 26 
5:00—7:00 pm 

7:30—9:30 pm 

Wednesday, November 27 

9:00—11:00 am 

For all of the details and to sign-up, just go to ICMobilePack.org. 
We are so grateful to St. Andrew for hosting this year’s event 

and can’t wait to sport our hairnets with you! 

Janice Baldes, Rebecca Schuchert, and Cindy Vonderhaar 

During the month of November, please pray for the many mission co-
workers St. Andrew supports in global mission. Ongoing prayer support 
for Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogleman (Africa), Andy Smothers (Bahrain), 
Tony Mendez (Gautemala/Impacto), Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-
Risakotta (Indonesia), Beth and Perry Oakes (Bible Translation), Steve 
Frey Family (Kosovo), Luvicek Family (Indonesia), Roberts Family 
(Papua New Guinea), John Etre Family (Beirut, Lebanon), Dr. Freddy 
Elbaiady (Egypt) is a way St. Andrew is able to connect to people 

around the world and share Christ's Word. 

  

Tony 
Mendez 
Impacto/
Guatemala 

The Foglemans are Back November 17 
Please join us in welcoming Lynn and Sharon Fogleman back to St. Andrew to discuss their new 
mission focus. They will present during Adult Education between services on Sunday, November 

17 in The Hub. They recently shared this with MOS: 

The Foglemans are grateful for support from the St. Andrew family! We are known as CoServe Med-
ical Consultants with TMS Global, serving with health worker training and Trauma Healing training 
among refugee populations as well as medical student mentoring. We look forward to sharing how 

God has been faithful in our journey! 

Save the Date: November 14 | 7:00 pm | SAPC Sanctuary 
Come for an evening with Daoud Nassar, Palestinian Christian farmer near Bethlehem and director of Tent of Nations, a Christian 
peace and educational organization dedicated to building  bridges of understanding, reconciliation, and peace between Palestinians 
and Israeli settlers. Daoud comes to us via the Lutheran Church as part of an extensive tour including universities, colleges, and  
communities throughout the Midwest. 

ICMobilePack.org
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Adult Education 

November 3: The Stories and Cents, with Rev. Jan Rippentrop of Just Church 
Testimony is a true, first-person account of an experience. While it has come, over time, to carry additional  
connotations of emotionally-laden or persuasive rhetoric, it is, at its core, the practice of making a public statement 
about what you have seen, heard, and experienced for yourself. Learn with others how your story intersects with the 

story of God and the story of our community in illuminating ways.  

 

November 10: Worship Matters 
Vital worship centers the hearts, minds, and lives of the followers of Christ. Filled with song,  
prayer, spoken word, and active response, worship shapes our lives and expresses our love. Join 
us in a listening post as we talk about worship at St. Andrew and think about how worship can 

more completely and richly express our praise of God and our witness to others. 

 

 November 24: On Calling a Pastor with Danie de Beer 
During this interim period between permanently installed pastors, we naturally look ahead to our next pastor for 
St. Andrew. Many of you may be wondering when and how this all takes place. Join Interim Pastor Danie de 
Beer as he shares with us the process of calling a pastor in the Presbyterian Church (USA). We will learn about 

the goals of a search, about the Pastor Nominating Committee, Ministry Information forms, and so much more.  

 

 

December 1: Stories and Cents: Resourcing Our Mission 
This is the final installment of the Stories and Cents series connecting our ministries to our resources. 
St. Andrew's Stewardship and Finance Teams will present updated information on our church finances 
an annual budget. They will provide the inside perspective on what happens in our ministry support 
teams. The presentation is a starting point for more discussion about the link between our many  

resources and our church ministries. 
 

 

December 8: Signing with Babies and Children with Sara Penn 
One of the great miracles of life is the learning of our first words. Join St. Andrew member Sara Penn  

as she shares about deepening our communication with our children through signing. 

 

Adult Education Fall 2019 Schedule 
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Music 

The Arsenal Duo in Concert 
Sunday, April 19, 2020 | 4:00 pm 

Edward Alan Moore, former director of music, and Nathan  
Carterette to perform a concert of organ and piano duets. To 

read more about Arsenal Duo, follow this link:  

www.facebook.com/ArsenalDuo. 

Save the Date! 

All Nature Sings: A Harvest Hymn Festival, November 17 

Advent + Christmas Choirs 

Please consider joining us on Sunday, December 15 for a  
special Advent Lessons & Carols choir and/or our 7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve choir. We have some great music to share, but 
we need your voice! 

 

Contact Matthew Penning, mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org, if you 
are interested or have questions. 

  Advent Choir 
 

Sunday, December 15 at 
8:30 & 11:00 am 

 

Rehearsals: 
Wednesday evenings @ 

7:00 pm, according to your 
availability. Music may be 

learned at home.  
Important “Dress Rehearsal” 

on Wednesday,  
December 11 at 7:00 pm. 

Christmas Eve Choir 
 

Tuesday, December 24 at 
7:00 pm 

 

Rehearsals: 
Tuesday evenings @ 6:00 pm 

or Wednesday evenings @ 
7:00 pm, according to your 
availability. Music may be 

learned at home. Important 
“Dress Rehearsal” on Sunday, 

December 22 at 9:45 am. 

http://www.facebook.com/ArsenalDuo
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Publishing Information 

REQUEST WHEN SUBMITTING ITEMS FOR  
ST. ANDREW PUBLICATIONS 
 

Now that publishing documents and images is becoming more 
user-friendly with the availability of online programs, Sarah has 
been receiving completed flyers and articles from many of you 
often in PDF or JPG formats when submitting your stories for 
the Mini-Messenger and the Messenger. Unfortunately, there 
are times when these formats cannot be easily broken down 
into their original components once Sarah receives them, often 
making them unusable and/or time consuming in trying to  
reconfigure the information so that the file retains a look that is 
consistent with how it was submitted. When submitting articles 
and artwork, please send Sarah the text (such as a Word  
document) and images as separate files so that she can make 
them fit across the various publishing platforms we use at St. 

Andrew. Thank you!  
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