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A Note from Pastor Danie
Lately, I have been thinking about life often. Maybe it has to do with the realization that I am in the age
group where we don’t really buy a new house on a thirty-year mortgage, and carefully consider if you
really should buy a new car on a seventy-two-month installment plan. Or because … whatever
thoughts keep you busy at this stage of your life.
What is it that makes life worth living? What makes it possible to be content to grow older? What is it to
be content after all?

Rev. Dr. Daniel deBeer
Interim Senior Pastor

The noun “contentment” appears only a few times in the New Testament. “Of course, there is great
gain in godliness combined with contentment” (1 Timothy 6:6) and in Philippians 4:11–12, “Not that I
am referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I have.” And it is worth the
time spent to read the contexts of these passages. In the Old Testament the phrase “be content” has to
do with a person’s willingness and pleasure to do something, when you have been asked by
someone else to do it.

“Contentment” in a biblical sense seems to be more than a passive acceptance of the status quo. It
seems to be a lifestyle which comes from accepting the positive assurance that God has supplied in all our needs (which is different
from our “wants”!). This lifestyle frees us from always wanting more, always wanting to have something newer and bigger. And
enables us to share from the abundance – or the little – with which we have been blessed.
Or in the words of Paul, “I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have
learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through him who
strengthens me. In any case, it was kind of you to share my distress.” (Philippians 4:12–14).
Blessings!

Christian Caregiving Class

by Mary Beth Ross

Beginning Sunday, November 11 from 9:45-10:45 am, a new adult education
class will be offered in room 103. The class will enable us to better understand who
we are as Christians and how we can live our lives in a distinctively Christian way.
The class will be relevant for anyone who has ever wondered: What makes an act of
caring Christian? What can be pointed to in caring or relating that could be call
“Christian”?
Ted Potter and Mary Beth Ross will facilitate discussion and the practice of caring
photo by Jan Waterhouse
skills. Some of the topics to be included are God as the Curegiver, discerning terms
of confidentiality in our relationships, and relationship boundaries. Discussion will be
based upon the book Christian Caregiving -- a Way of Life by Kenneth Haughk. Dr.
Haugk is the founder of the Stephen Series system of lay caring ministry and is an
ordained minister and clinical psychologist. Books will be loaned to participants for
the length of the course, which will run up until December 9.
A rich mixture of shared experiences will help you live your Christianity fully as a
practicing, caring Christian. If you are interested in attending or have any questions,
please email Ted Potter at thelawlibrarian@gmail.com or Mary Beth Ross at
iawoodsunrise@gmail.com or leave a message for Mary Beth to return your call at
319/338.0082.
For information about other adult education offerings this year, go to
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/adult-ministries.
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St. Andrew Happenings
Volunteers Needed for Day
Camp on November 16

Alternative Gift Market

St. Andrew is reaching into
the community to assist
Weber Elementary School
children who need a safe, fun
place to be on days when
school is not in session. We
are in need of volunteers to
assist with School’s Out Day
Camp on November 16. If
you are available to volunteer either part of the day, or the
whole day, please contact Heather Woodin at
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. Thank you!

Craft Fair to Benefit
Iowa City MobilePack

Are you looking for a gift for that person who has everything, or
something appropriate for a teacher/co-worker, or a gift that says
that you care? St. Andrew is again holding our Alternative Gift
Market to help you with those shopping needs. We will have tables
set up by local, national, and international non-profit organizations
where you can learn about their missions. For a donation (you
determine the amount), you will receive an insert describing the
mission to place in the cards provided to give to your intended
recipients. It is a great way to learn about projects, help others and
spread the message of Christmas.
Join us on Sunday, November 18 beginning at 8:00 am and
continuing until 1:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room (MPR). If you
have any questions, or would like to volunteer to help set up the
market, or take a shift receiving donations, please contact Cecilia
Norris at uplandmom@gmail.com.

Gifts for Parents 2018

Daylight Savings Time Ends

It's time once again to start
preparing for Gift for Parents.
Please prayerfully consider how
you might help the underprivileged
youth during this holiday season.
Your gift donations, wrapping
donations, donating your time, or
praying for this event is much
appreciated! More information will
come in the following weeks. Feel
free to contact Beckie Aghsaee
(beckiehudson@gmail.com) or
Katie Pigge
(Kitkat291996@gmail.com).
Thank you!
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Dedication/Anniversary Weekend in Pictures

photos by Deb Barber, Becky Benson, Jeff Charis-Carlson, Danie deBeer, Randy Hausler, & Toni Van Voorhis
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Mission, Outreach, & Service
Thank You from Lettuce Feed Others

by Peggy Hausler

Lettuce Feed Others (LFO) has been blessed at the new garden location this year. We
fenced in the garden, built a hoop house, secured the perimeter to discourage critters,
built raised beds, painted and organized the shed, made a central walkway, planted and
harvested beans, cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers, zucchini, yellow squash, beets,
turnips, lettuce, eggplant, kale, okra, potatoes, strawberries, turnips, asparagus, garlic,
basil, chives, onions, rhubarb, peas, and much more. As of today we have
donated over 1,700 pounds of produce to the Crisis Center. We are STILL harvesting!
We could not do this without the help of many volunteers. At the risk of forgetting
someone, we would like to thank the following gardeners, whether they helped weekly,
or for one afternoon: Dedi Walker, Allison and Joe Whitney, Amy and Walter Sparks,
Barb Peterson, Becky Benson, Beth Anne Pigge, Bev and Lee Witwer, Carol Martin,
Cecelia Norris, Cheryl Johnson, Chris Charis-Donelson, Cindy and Jerry Kasper, Cindy
and Dan Vonderhaar, Ryan O’Leary, Dennis Aubrecht, Ellen Anne Yanik, Erika Law,
Jacqueline and Edward Lavely, Jan Taylor, Jenny Pigge, Jenny Wilcox, Joan and Don
Van Hulzen, Jodi, Scott, Emy, and Garrett Leimkuehler, Kathi Anderson, Kathy Duys,
Kelly Lamb, Laura Kastens, Lucy Foster, Margie Loomer, Nancy Barth, Pam and Tom
Moore, Al Mebus, Patti Benson, Patti Brooke, Peggy and Randy Hausler, Bill Wittig,
Cary Maassen, Doug Wildes, Steve Van Tasell, Susan and Joe Cook, Tamara Penning, Tim Patrick, Vivian Polgreen, and Becka and
Rick Simpson. We could not have done this without you!
We will be making salsa this fall, and selling it as a fundraiser. Over the winter we may be building low raised beds. If you want to
help with these fun activities, please email us at lettucefeedothers@gmail.com. Love and leafy greens to you all!
—LFO Leadership team

Iowa City MobilePack Wrap-Up Report
Wow! As I write this wrap-up article for the 2018 FMSC
MobilePack Event, the MannaPack Rice meals that we packed
have just been prayed over again before leaving the FMSC
dock. They were joined by 324 boxes of MannaPack Rice
meals that were packed the same day in Decatur, IL and 360
boxes of MannaPack Potato-W that were packed at their
permanent site this week in Aurora. The meals are headed to
El Salvador through their partner Cross Catholic Outreach. To
learn more about Cross Catholic Outreach, please visit their
website: https:/www.crosscatholic.org.
EVENT STATS
573 Boxes
123,984 Meals
339 children fed in
El Salvador
YEAR-TO-DATE
STATS
4,678 Boxes
1,010,448 Meals
2,768 children fed for
an entire year in El
Salvador, North Korea,

by Janice Baldes

Guatemala, Mexico,
Nicaragua, and
Honduras.
At a time when the
world is so
divided, I can’t
think of a greater
display of love
than those meals,
packed with unity, joy,
and love around a cause
so much bigger than
ourselves – joining together on a truck, covered in prayer, and
heading across the world to help those most in need. On
behalf of the FMSC 2018 planning team, we cannot thank you
enough for all of your support in feeding God’s children!
—Janice Baldes, Cindy Vonderhaar, & Rebecca Schuchert
P.S. We are already making plans for a 2019 event, stay
tuned!

www.icmobilepack.org
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Cover Story
With Thanksgiving

by Sarah Dyck

What animals come to your mind this time of year? Squirrels,
hunting dogs, turkeys...? I’ve recently added horses to my list.
Have you ever watched a horse take an apple from the hand of a
person? They extend their lips and ever so gently scoop it up. It’s
amazing! They have these huge teeth and heavy-duty
jaws with as much as 300 pounds of pressure
per square inch in a bite! Yet they softly take
the food handed to them. They
almost look grateful, thankful, and
content to just get one apple. I
often feel like I fail miserably at
being as content and thankful
as a horse receiving an
apple. But, in God’s grace,
he works with me!
Jesus says in John
16:33 of the Message,
“In this godless world
you will continue to
experience
difficulties. But take
heart! I’ve
conquered the
world.”

provided people with much wisdom in my life to help. One is a
person I have never met, author Brennan Manning. He’s been a
true Godsend for me. This former Franciscan priest in his book,
Abba’s Child, quotes playwright Thornton Wilder from his play,
The Angel that Troubled the Waters. Wilder writes,
“Without your wounds where would your power
be? It is your melancholy that makes
your low voice tremble into the
hearts of men and women. The
very angels themselves cannot
persuade the wretched and
blundering children on
earth as can one human
being broken on the
wheels of living. In
Love’s service, only
wounded soldiers
can serve.”

We praise you
O Father, for the
provision of food,
shelter, and
fellowship, and for all
the other evidences
of grace that have
been ours. May our
hearts
always receive such
gifts from your hand
with true humility and
thankfulness. Amen.

In other words,
how can we enter
into the suffering
of others as the
body of Christ to
do the good
works for which
Is God telling us
we were created
that no matter our
and were
circumstances, we
prepared for us
should be content
in advance
and thankful? If you
(Ephesians 2:10)
look at the
if we cannot
newspapers, peruse
empathize with
social media, or watch
those who may
television, something
have never heard the
doesn’t seem to be
Gospel? This is one of
working on this side of
the reasons why as
the cross. Even in our own
followers of Jesus we
fellowships of believers there
are
content and thankful.
from Every Moment Holy
is disagreement, distrust, and
The work Jesus has done in
pain. But the scripture above
by Douglas Kaine McKelvey
conquering the world assures
from John’s gospel and the
us that whatever difficulties we
references that Pastor Danie shares
encounter they are not wasted!
on page two seem to say yes. Even
This is how we can find joy in suffering.
the apostle Paul was able to find peace and
thankfulness in the midst of suffering and
Join me in upcoming seasons of
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas in experiencing the
imprisonment.
joy of knowing our Savior enters into both our happiness and
What I’ve found in my own life is that if I continue to give thanks
pain for his glory.
to God for everything in my life, including my pain and sorrow, I
find meaning there. Since I truly struggle with this, God has
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Small Groups
A Very Special Large Small Group

by Myrna Farraj

Back in 2009, Bev Witwer and Dedi Walker had a dream. They envisioned a group of women
gathering together to support one another through life’s happenings - with the group centering on a
book study. They sent out the information about it with time and place. Some of us met at Dedi’s to
begin this journey using the book Enough: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity by
Adam Hamilton.
It was a small group that met on Dedi’s porch to share their vision. My recollection of that first
Tuesday morning was of listening to the recording of the Shaker tune Simple Gifts – set to the
music of Aaron Copland.

‘Tis the gift to be simple,
‘tis the gift to be free,
‘Tis the gift to come down
where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves
in the place just right,
‘Twill be in the valley
of love and delight.
It was good! We began with this fabulous little book that provided encouragement and simple advice
of how to learn contentment. Together we felt loved, accepted, and ready to meet again in a month.
So began what I often refer to as the Dedi/Bev Group, which is sometimes called the 2nd Tuesday,
9:15 Women’s Large Small Group. Dedi and Bev surpassed their goals. We have become a closeknit group that, above all, cares about one another and what’s going on in each member’s life. At the
beginning of our gathering time we hear from each one about what’s important to them at the time.
We often end with a circle of sentence prayers, which are full of gratitude. No way do we want to be
exclusive. What we learn by supporting each other is what sends us out to care for others. New
members are always welcome. We had to give up meeting in homes long ago as we gained more
members than most homes could manage.
Over the years we’ve gone through at least fourteen books – at any rate that’s the number we can
recall. Books ranging from Anne Lamott’s Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential Prayers to Reza
Aslan’s Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth. From Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World by Joanna Weaver to Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell and the Fate of Every Person
Who Ever Lived by Rob Bell. We tackle anything. Right now it’s Richard Rohr’s Everything Belongs:
The Gift of Contemplative Prayer. It’s a challenge! But we’re in it together.
God is with us. We are followers of Jesus. We are growing in our faith - all through the vision of a
couple of God’s faithful women who listened to the Spirit within them.

Myrna Farraj is an Elder and author.

ll
ma ing
S
EW Form
N
2 oups
Gr

Senior
Fellowship

Senior Fellowship will have
its first meeting at a lunch
on Thursday, December 6
at 11:00 in the Atrium.
Contact Janet Maas at
janetmaas@aol.com for
more information.

Single
Women 50+
Hello, single ladies ages 50
and better! I am forming a
casual small group to get
together occasionally and
would love to have you join
me. Please email me at
MgirL449@yahoo.com for
more information.
-Cher Wirth

If you are interested in exploring small groups at
St. Andrew, there are a few ways to check out what we have to offer:



go to our website at saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/small-groups,

 look at the Small Groups brochure on the document rack in the Atrium,
 download the brochure by clicking this link: https://bit.ly/2NJQ3U5, or
 contact Pastor Kyle at kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org.
To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
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Children’s and Family Ministries
Love in Action: Holiday Events
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 1 John 3:18 (NRSV)
We are entering the time of year when it seems especially easy to think of ourselves. “Serving others” sounds good in theory, but
sometimes it’s hard to know what to do. The Children’s Ministry Team is hosting several opportunities to turn the focus to others during
this season. These special events help us care for Jesus’ sheep, and all work well for kids, families, small groups, ministry teams, and
others. All offer opportunities for discussion, compassion, and sharing. Take a look and save the dates!

Trick or Treat for UNICEF
If you collected coins on Halloween, bring your collection box back to church by Sunday, November 18. We’ll send
the funds to UNICEF, and kids around the world will get help with safe drinking water, nutrition, and other basic
needs.

Holiday Craft Sale
More than 25 vendors, including some children, will sell their handmade items at this Homemade With
Heart craft sale from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm Saturday, November 3. Please plan to shop at the sale,
which also features a bake sale and lunch items. One idea: Buy something at this sale and donate it to
the Gifts for Parents project sponsored by the Deacons (see page 3). The craft sale is a fundraiser for
Feed My Starving Children Iowa City MobilePack.

Operation Christmas Child/The Shoebox Project
Shoeboxes and information brochures are available now. Filled shoeboxes must be returned to the church by
Sunday, November 11. To participate, fill a shoebox with gifts for a child in need. Select a medium to large “wow”
item, such as a soccer ball with pump or stuffed animal, then fill in with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school
supplies. Bring the box back to church, we’ll take it to a collection site, and it will be shipped overseas.

Advent Workshop and Supper
Stop by the church between 4:00 and 6:30 pm Saturday, December 1, and stay as your schedule
allows. Enjoy a free supper, and visit several activity stations focusing on Advent projects. The
options include:



Reverse Advent Calendar food collection box. We’ll provide the box and decorating supplies.
Take the empty box home, add a non-perishable food item each day, then take it to a food
bank a couple of days before Christmas.



Christmas tree ornament. Get creative and whip up a decoration for your tree or give it as a gift.



Photo booth. Grab a prop, strike a pose, and smile—instant family photo!



Recycled Creation Station. Check out our pile of recyclables and get inspired to create something new—wrapping paper, a bow,
a gift, a treasure.



Food! The food line will be open throughout the event, so families can eat whenever it's convenient.

This Advent Workshop is a bit like our School Year’s Eve back-to-school party: Stop by when you can, eat supper when you’re hungry,
visit the activity stations, and leave when you need to. Sign up in the Atrium. We need lots of volunteers to help this event be
successful. Talk to Heather or email her at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org if you can help!

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Children in preschool through 6th grade will tell the story of the birth of Jesus. The pageant is 2:00 pm Sunday,
December 9, in the Sanctuary. Rehearsals are during Sunday School, choir, and *spark*—no extra time is needed.
Children should arrive by 1:30 pm December 9 to prepare for the pageant.

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
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Youth Ministries

Wednesday November 14 is a BIG day……This is the date for the
3rd annual BASIC/ETC Family Thanksgiving Feast. With all the crazy
business of the holiday sometimes we forget to slow down and
enjoy the blessings God has given us. All BASIC/ETC students and
their families are invited to come together to celebrate the
Thanksgiving holiday. Join us for the good food, fellowship, and
special Thanksgiving sharing!

WHEN
Wednesday, November 14

TIME
6:00 – 8:30pm

WHAT
FAMILY POTLUCK/THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION. Bring your favorite
Thanksgiving side dish, i.e. stuffing, mashed potatoes, veggies,
pumpkin pie. We will provide the TURKEY, tableware, and drinks!
Questions? Contact Randy Hausler at rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org.

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
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Stewardship 2019

I was recently talking to St. Andrew member Amy Nicholson
about overcoming grief. We noticed that some people get stuck in
their grief while others overcome. Amy is an overcomer. Her
daughter Tonya died when she was a teenager. As Amy says,
Tonya’s death was a
terrible thing that
happened to her and her
family, but not what
identifies her.

What is Amy's favorite part of St. Andrew? The people. “The
opportunity to serve alongside them is a great honor, as well as
serving to glorify God.” She adds that “we are each of us angels
with only one wing, and we can fly only by embracing each
other."
This month in
Stewardship we are
making our pledges for
the next year of ministry
at St. Andrew. What a
privilege it is to worship
and serve along with
overcomers like Amy.
Thank you for your
generous support.

In our conversation, I
noticed two of Amy's
sources of hope. First,
she has supportive friends
who were raising their
children at the same time
as Tonya died. She says
If you have questions
that her St. Andrew "tiny
about our church
group” of friends helped
ministries or about how to
her through those most
make a pledge, please
difficult times. Second,
find us on Sunday
Amy has an outward
mornings or at one of the
focus. She is a committed
Stewardship desserts
volunteer and contributes
scheduled on November
regularly to humanitarian
4 and 11 from 4:00 pm to
and international causes.
Kyle, Emily, Amy, and Dave Nicholson (l to r)
5:30 pm in The Hub.
This fall she is going to
We hope to receive the majority of pledges by November 15.
Pakistan to attend the grand opening of the Veda Javid and
Tonya Nicholson School for Boys. The school is part of the
—Christina Charis-Donelson, Stewardship Team co-chair
Presbyterian Education Board. "A truly blessed relationship,” Amy
says.
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Financials
Our Church Finances: In Numbers……………...And In Words
Income and Expense
General
Fund
September
Income
73,024
-71,390
Expenses
1,634

Actual 2018

Budget
2018 Actual 2017

Year-to-Date Year-to-Date Year-to-Date
651,614
652,500
627,212
-649,817
-687,641
-596,869
1,797
-35,141
30,343

Breakdown of Expense Categories:
Personnel
45,201
427,045
Mission
10,224
90,908
Premises
8,848
70,498
Ministries
2,534
38,681
4,583
22,685
Other
Expenses
71,390
649,817

432,870
91,387
102,665
36,307
1,855
687,641

413,656
86,340
53,410
26,615
16,848
596,869

Our Church Finances: Then (2005) ……
Income and Expense
General
Fund
Income
Less: Operating Expenses
Net Income Before Mortgage Payments
Less: Loan Payments
Net Income (Loss) After Mortgage Pmts

Actual
2005
928,762
-857,978
70,784
-43,200
27,584

Our general budget is about at
breakeven; better than we had
budgeted. However, this does
not include the building loan
payments.

…...And Now (2019)
Projection
2019
895,000
-895,000
0
-350,532
-350,532

Projection assumes a 3%
increase in annual giving, and a
breakeven operating budget
(excluding the loan payment
cost)

Breakdown of Expense Categories:
Personnel
546,503
563,403
Mission
155,346
118,946
Premises
72,994
133,624
Ministries
35,671
47,256
47,464
31,773
Other
Subtotal - Before Loan Payments
857,978
895,000
43,200
350,532
Mortgage Loan Payments
Expenses
901,178
1,245,532
Discussion Items When Comparing 2005 and 2019:
1. In 2005 we were repaying a loan to redo the Melrose parking lot-payments were $3,600 per month.
2. In 2019 we are starting to repay the new building loans; the loan payments are $29,211 per month.
2(a). The new loans total $5,081,176; payments of $29,211 will repay the loans over 25 years.
3. Our giving income is about the same as 14 years ago; fewer people donating more per household.
4. Our expenses have shifted-less for mission (no football parking) and more in premises expense.
5. Conclusion: we have a challenge.
To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
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Administration/Leadership
Pastors

Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” deBeer, Interim Pastor
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor
Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus

ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
pastormwm@gmail.com

Office
John Benson, Finance Administrator
Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.

Per Capita & Mission
We want to thank all of you who
contributed your $37 in per capita to
provide funding for mission!

finance@saintandrew-ic.org
sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min.
Laura Kastens, Director
Nelda Wittig, Director

mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third
Thursday of most months. The remaining dates for 2018 are
November 29 and December 20.
To look at the minutes from any Session meeting, follow this link
(saintandrew-ic.org/about/session).

Every dollar paid directly supports the
mission of the church by giving
additional budget dollars for
Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS)
to distribute. —MOS Team

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the
Messenger electronically, please email the church
office. Allow one week to process your request.
Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love
and serving as Christ served.

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246
www.saintandrew-ic.org
office@saintandrew-ic.org
319/338.7523
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