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Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing,
give thanks in all
circumstances; for this
is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

6|Giving Thanks

A NOTE from Pastor Kyle
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I
do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation...that you may know what is the hope
to which he has called you...and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe...
Ephesians 1:15-19
As I write this, we are approaching All Saints Day and are preparing for a season of gratitude throughout
the month of November. This day and season have evoked in me a deep thankfulness for the saints, living
and dead, who are part of the body of Christ we call St. Andrew. As I think about what I am thankful about,
my thoughts quickly turn to the many people I have grown to know and love at St. Andrew. Our St. Andrew
"saints" have given so much of their time, commitment, energy, and devotion for ministry in worship, in
mission, in teaching, and in fellowship. I remember the life of Bill Ford, who was a bearer of God's Spirit in
Rev. Kyle Otterbein,
providing the "wisdom and revelation" to which Paul refers. Thoughts of Elizabeth Ebot and her children
Associate Pastor
inspire in me a hope that must be similar to the hope we are all called to. Each person I call to mind
embodies one more facet of the manifold grace of God to which our Stewardship Team recently called our attention.
Recently, I had a wonderful occasion to give thanks to God: the arrival of our new communion table in preparation for our first
worship service at our Gathering Place location. This table, made possible through a memorial gift in memory of Charlie Gay, is a
beautiful symbol of the "immeasurable greatness of [God's] power toward us who believe," for it displays the beauty of the grand black
walnut trees from our Melrose location and represents a devotion to the communion of God's people in worship so richly exemplified
in the life of Charlie Gay. The communion table is a great symbol of our shared life in Christ: the communion of God's saints, both
living and dead, gathering around the risen Christ to receive the gifts of his body and blood. Communion is the sacrament of Christ's
victory over death and the source of our life together. When we gather around this table we will be reminded of our heritage: of the
wonderful saints of St. Andrew who served and worshipped at our Melrose location who prepared the way for a future at Gathering
Place Lane, confident God will be faithful in demonstrating his love, wisdom, and power for all who will carry on in the partnership of
the gospel.
Grateful that all of you are among the communion of saints and St. Andrew,

Pastor Kyle
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St. Andrew Happenings
We Are Thankful for Paula

We are Thankful for
Community

In case you have not yet heard, we have filled the temporary
Office Assistant position!
Paula operates her own graphic design business, Encore
Design Co., in Cedar Rapids. She also has worked part-time
for ACT and Pearson in Iowa City over the course of several
years. Paula is active at Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Cedar Rapids and sings in the choir there. She is very
enthusiastic about the opportunity to serve St. Andrew during
this time of transition into our new church facility.
Please introduce yourself to Paula if you haven’t already!

We Are Thankful for the Gift of Faith
Join us as we imaginatively explore
central topics of Christian faith —
it's animate: faith!
Each Sunday we will engage with a
contemporary Christian thinker and
influencer as we consider questions that stir the hearts and minds of all who seek to
know God and follow Jesus Christ. "Is God real?" "What does it mean to be
spiritual?" "What does it mean to walk in the way of Jesus?" "What does the cross
have to do with faith?" and other faith provoking questions will be considered.
Have you embarked on a quest to see God? Many of us struggle with questions about
God and how we understand the reality of God. What questions do you carry with
you? How do we make sense of God? Join us Sunday in the sanctuary at 9:45 to
engage in conversation with Brian McLaren and other St. Andrew folk as we seek
to know God better.
What you can bring! Required: YOU!
Optional (but appreciably more fun!): a friend; great questions and a questioning
heart, your bible, a journal to capture insights, questions, and the odd imaginative
doodle!

“Daughters of Grace” is the theme of the
women’s retreat to be held February 23
and 24 in our new building. All women are
invited and encouraged to bring a friend.
Our time together will focus on stories
about women of the Bible, presented by
women of St. Andrew. The retreat includes
music, group discussions, a prayer room,
a service project, crafts, book swap, good
food, and fabulous fellowship. The cost is
$15; financial assistance is available.
Registration forms will be available this
winter; for now save the dates and invite a
friend!

Men of St. Andrew, please save the date
of March 3, and bring a friend or two, for
a men’s retreat. Rev. Dr. Kip Murphy
(who was a member at St. Andrew for
many years before going to seminary) will
be the keynote speaker. The theme is
Lessons in Christian Living: Family, Work,
and Community. Keep checking the
Messenger and Mini-Messenger for
updates.

We Are Thankful for New Opportunities to Gather & Study
Please join Ann Ford and Mary Beth Ross in a forming new women’s small group on Tuesday, November 7 from
1:002:30 pm. We plan to start studying C. S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm this fall/winter.
Contact Ann (e-ann-ford@uiowa.edu; 319/354.1834) or Mary Beth (iawoodsunrise@gmail.com; 319/338.0082) if
you are interested.
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We Are Thankful for the Lavelys
Time for a Coffee Break!

by LeAnn Otterbein

As we prepare to move into our new church building I had chance to talk to John and Julie
Lavely about our coffee ministry. With the move they will soon retire from the weekly coffee
service, and I wanted to know why they stayed committed for so long.
Over 20 years ago, John and Julie began making coffee on Sunday mornings at
St. Andrew. They took over from Wally Johnson who had been preparing the coffee for over
12 years. During that time others have helped out when they have been absent, but they
have been the steady presence.
John and Julie said, “Connecting with our church family each Sunday has been the
greatest blessing. Serving coffee has been a wonderful way to draw closer to our brothers
and sisters in Christ and deepen our relationships with folks that we typically do not cross
paths with during the week. The years have been filled with joy, laughter, tears, hugs,
Julie & John Lavely
everything from
sharing goldfish and raspberry tea with the young to
warming up coffee cups as an extra favor. Listening
and sharing with so many has been a true blessing.”
They also said, “It's definitely more than just offering a
cup to the thirsty. It's about connecting. It's about
developing relationships and deepening relationships
with our brothers and sisters in Christ.”
Thank you to John and Julie for your many years of
service!
Now the opportunity is available for others the serve on
Sunday mornings. Would you like to be blessed by
doing something you enjoy? Join the Coffee Ministry!
When we move to our new space on Gathering Place
Lane, we will have a coffee kitchen and will need
people to operate our new coffee maker. Please
consider becoming part of our rotating team and
blessing others with your hospitality!

And whatever
you do, whether in
word or deed, do it
all in the name of
the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to
God the Father
through him.
Colossians 3:17
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Mission, Outreach, & Service

This book is a Mental Health Initiative
(MHI), a collection of essays and poems
written by Marcia A. Murphy and her St.
Andrew friends. The book also contains
related scripture. The book addresses
many issues pertinent to the lives of
those dealing with anger, loss of hope,
loneliness, weakness, and other topics
experienced by the mentally ill or the
general population. Enclosed with the
book is a companion music CD created
by musicians from St. Andrew that
comforts, heals, and offers hope. This CD
was made under the direction of Matthew
Penning, (piano, vocalist,) with Lora
Morgan Dunham (vocalist), and Kristen
DeGrazia (vocalist).
Contact Marcia A. Murphy at
murphyma87533@gmail.com for further
information or to purchase a copy at $7.
Purchasing this book supports MHI.

Alternative Gift Market
Save the Date: Sunday, November 19
St. Andrew’s Alternative Gift Market,
now a tradition over many years, will
continue this year in “poster” form as
last year, in light of limited floor space
available in our North Campus
location. Both local agencies, and
global mission will be represented
among the opportunities to give a
Christmas gift that keeps on giving! Watch for details in
upcoming Mini-Messengers.
Questions? Contact Paul Heidger, at pmheidger@q.com.

Hurricane Relief Trip to Houston
by Randy Hausler

We had a great response from people interested in going to Houston over
the Thanksgiving Holiday, and I know you have been anxiously awaiting
more news. In the last few days we have heard from Houston, and they
have accepted us to come down. We will be gathering the group together
who expressed interest on Sunday, November 5 after the 11:00 service in
the sanctuary. The cost of the trip is being supported by MOS, and thus
we are charging only $150 per person for the trip.
The work we will be doing will primarily be structural, rebuilding stud
walls, hanging drywall, mudding etc. No real experience is necessary,
but a willing, servant heart is required.
Dates of the trip: Saturday, November 18 – Friday, November 24.
Questions? Contact me at rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
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Cover Story
Giving Thanks in All Circumstances
We are continuing on a path getting closer to “moving into the
neighborhood.” If you’ve been on the church’s Facebook page,
you have probably seen dozens of photos of the installation of
the organ, the building of the garden greenhouse, the workers
mudding, hammering, and bolting things into place, and so
much more.
It seems fitting that as we get closer to moving into 140
Gathering Place Lane, its happening so close to
Thanksgiving and the start of the Advent season. For me, it is a
reminder that with God, most things are already and not yet. We
will be experiencing what it feels like to worship in a new
setting, both on Sundays and in service throughout the week,
giving thanks for this new space. And we will be anticipating
how living out God’s promises might evolve as we move
forward discovering new ministries and people that God is
placing in our paths, trusting he is still in control.
Nevertheless, like with any building project, the process has
been and may continue to be a bit up and down. Even when
God is building us up spiritually, maturing us in our faith,
drawing us closer to him, the road is seldom straight. And yet,
through all the ups and downs, there is one thing we are sure
of. God is in control. God has this and us. God wants us to
know that we can trust him, which is probably why we see
throughout scripture God’s instruction to give God thanks in ALL
circumstances. As Paul says in 1 Thessalonians, “…in
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you.” The Psalmist also says it so clearly in Psalm 95:2:
“Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. Let us come before him
with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.” And
in Psalm 100:4: “Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and
praise his name.”

by Sarah Dyck

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who bore my pain;
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace
And gave me life again.
Who crushed my curse of sinfulness,
And clothed me with His light,
And wrote His law of righteousness
With power upon my heart.
My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who walks beside;
Who floods my weaknesses with strength
And causes fears to fly;
Whose every promise is enough
For every step I take,
Sustaining me with arms of love
And crowning me with grace.
My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who reigns above;
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace,
Whose every thought is love.
For every day I have on earth
Is given by the King.
So I will give my life, my all,
To love and follow Him.
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty Copyright © 2004 Thankyou Music (Adm. by Capitol CMG
Publishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook Family,
songs@integritymusic.com) Used by permission. CCLI #617801

There is a song sung by Keith and Kristyn
Getty that has been streaming through my
head since my husband, Tim, and I
returned from the Getty Worship
Conference in Nashville in September. The
song is called, “My Heart Is Filled With
Thankfulness.” I think it spoke to me because of
all that is going on in my life both here at St. Andrew
and at home. It is such a beautiful reminder of all I have to
be thankful for and captures God’s promise of his
faithfulness and his ever-present closeness.
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Stewardship 2018
Manifold Grace

by Chris Donelson

Dear Friends of St. Andrew,
The birding enthusiasts in Johnson County regularly count more than 50
species of birds in one day's outing. Club members love to search the
waterways, the grasslands, the woodlands and their own back yards for rare
and recurring species. They list shore birds, waterfowl, raptors, hummingbirds,
songbirds and more. One could say the birders recognize a MANIFOLD list of
birds.
In 1 Peter, the word MANIFOLD translates the Greek word — poikilos —
meaning diverse and abundant. Like the many species of birds, the apostle Peter highlights grace in many forms. Some forms of
grace are physical or financial resources, others are talents or relationships, other forms of grace develop through suffering and
perseverance. Any gift we have in life is grace from God. Even in poverty, we find gifts of grace.
During the stewardship season, we review how our financial gifts enable the ministries at St. Andrew. The session members and
finance team await your feedback as they make plans for the following year. Here are the highlights from our stewardship
discussions this year:
1. So far in 2017, we have increased our overall giving by 5%. The increased giving balanced the budget over the last year. We are
proud of your generosity and our ability to offer quality programming during our time in transition.
2. In 2018, we expect operating expenses to increase. The increase consists of higher overhead in our new building plus staff
development including hiring an interim senior pastor. Balancing the budget in 2018 means increasing our overall giving during this
stewardship season by 10%.
3. Supporting the full ministry of our church — music, family and community programs, mission outreach, quality staff and
enhanced facilities — entails giving 20% more than we do now. In the new building, we anticipate new and returning members in our
midst, expanding our worship and growing our fellowship.
We understand that giving to the church is a personal decision. God calls some of us to give more and others to give less. God gives
many different kinds of gifts and obedience to his call is our priority.
We encourage you to pray and ask, “God, how can I use my personal and financial gifts to serve others through the ministries of
St. Andrew?” By Sunday, November 5, we hope to receive pledges from everyone in the St. Andrew family. If you have questions,
please call the office or speak to a member of the stewardship team. Like birding enthusiasts, we search for grace and blessing
amongst each other.
Yours,
The Stewardship Team
Christina Donelson and Bruce Walker, co-chairs
Kathy Duys, personnel
Paul Heidger, mission, outreach, & service
Marshall Lagani, finance
Kelly Lamb, finance
Doug Wildes, youth/at large

Our Finance Team gave a very helpful presentation
during the Adult Education hour on October 22
regarding stewardship and the current status of the
Capital Campaign. Follow the links below to view the
slide show as a PDF or on YouTube.
PDF Version of Presentation
(http://bit.ly/2laXNFS)
YouTube Version of Slides 1—6
(https://youtu.be/r7-hayvLZGg)
YouTube Version of Slides 7—11
(https://youtu.be/rH25b0oAjog)
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Children’s + Family Ministry
Holidays Three Ways!

by Heather Woodin

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. —1 John 3:18 (NRSV)
We are entering the time of year when it seems especially easy to think of ourselves:
 What kind of candy will I get for Halloween?
 Will we have my favorite pie at Thanksgiving?
 Will I get all the stuff I asked for at Christmas?
The Children’s and Family Ministry Team has three fun ways we can turn the focus to others during this season. All three help us care
for Jesus’ sheep, and all three work well for kids, families, small groups, ministry teams, and others. All offer opportunities for
discussion, compassion, and sharing.

Trick or Treat for UNICEF
When: Please turn in your coin box by November 19.
What to do: Pick up a box, then think about how to fill it with coins. The traditional
way is for trick-or-treaters to take the box along and ask for donations as they are
collecting candy. Another option is to put the box on your dining table. Instead of
buying a special food treat (like dessert or a coffee shop drink), put that money in
the box.

Operation Christmas Child/The Shoebox Project
When: Pick up materials at church. Turn in your shoebox by November 12.
What to do: Fill a shoebox with gifts for a child in need. Use your own shoebox, or
pick up one at church. Select a medium to large “wow” item, such as a soccer ball
with pump or stuffed animal, then fill with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school
supplies. Bring the box back to church, we’ll take it to a collection site, and it will be
shipped overseas.

Reverse Advent Calendar
When: Pick up a box at church starting November 26.
What to do: Every day during Advent, put one or more food items in the box. The week before
Christmas, take your box to a food pantry in Iowa City, Coralville, or North Liberty.
For more information about any of these projects, talk to Heather Woodin, email
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org, or call the church office at 319/338.7523.
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Financials
September 2017 General Fund Income & Expenses
Current Period

Year to Date

Annual Budget

Annual Budget
Percentage

Annual Budget
Difference

BUDGET INCOME
PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT

$59,880.05

$614,799.23

$867,290.00

70.89%

-$252,490.77

125.00

155.00

0.00

0.00%

155.00

Subtotal Budget Income

60,005.05

614,954.23

867,290.00

70.91%

-252,335.77

Budgeted

60,005.05

614,954.23

867,290.00

70.91%

-252,335.77

315.61

1,997.64

0.00

0.00%

1,997.64

60,320.66

616,951.87

867,290.00

71.14%

-250,338.13

$0.00

$0.00

$5,500.00

0.00%

-$5,500.00

BUILDING

3,575.00

45,787.56

69,365.00

66.01%

-23,577.44

UTILITIES

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME

INVESTMENT INCOME
TOTAL INCOME
BUDGETED EXPENSES
LAND

78.98

5,740.35

27,025.00

21.24%

-21,284.65

EQUIPMENT, F & F

0.00

228.90

400.00

57.23%

-171.10

VEHICLES

0.00

1,654.49

3,702.00

44.69%

-2,047.51

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN

234.10

3,566.51

11,875.00

30.03%

-8,308.49

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

169.99

1,605.01

2,100.00

76.43%

-494.99

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP

1,064.32

5,149.83

6,500.00

79.23%

-1,350.17

MISSION

8,444.89

86,339.86

121,421.00

71.11%

-35,081.14

MUSIC

905.08

4,170.34

10,555.00

39.51%

-6,384.66

OFFICE EXPENSE

890.45

12,183.52

21,500.00

56.67%

-9,316.48

OPERATING EXPENSES

362.61

4,648.25

6,921.00

67.16%

-2,272.75

WORSHIP
YOUTH MINISTRIES
PERSONNEL
TOTAL EXPENSES
EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES

284.96

2,638.17

3,126.00

84.39%

-487.83

1,142.83

9,465.84

14,900.00

63.53%

-5,434.16

45,009.10

413,655.67

562,401.00

73.55%

-148,745.33

62,162.31

596,834.30

867,291.00

68.82%

-270,456.70

-$1,841.65

$20,117.57

-$1.00

0.00%

$20,118.57

Stewardship 2018
Thank you to
everyone who has
already turned in a
pledge. For those
of you who have
not yet had chance
to do so, there’s
still time! If you did
not pick up a pledge card at church, they are still available in the
church office.

Per Capita
Per capita funding is how Presbyterians
mutually share the costs of coming
together to discern the Spirit’s leading for
the future. The total per capita amount for
2017 is $36. The breakdown is as follows:
$23.20 Presbytery; $7.50 General
Assembly; $5.30 Synod. Please remit $36
for every confirmed member in your
family. Thank you!

Synod
15%
General
Assembly
21%

Presbytery of
East Iowa
64%
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Caring Ministries
Deacons by Beckie Aghsaee & LeAnn Otterbein
Gifts for Parents

Project Holiday
The Consultation of Religious Communities will once
again be helping with the Gifts for Parents program in
December. St. Andrew has traditionally played an
important role in this program. The Deacons would love to
have you join us to provide free gifts for low-income
children to give to their parents. The event where the
children choose the donated gifts will take place on
December 2 at St. Marks United Methodist Church, 2675
E. Washington Street in Iowa City. All children in the area
are welcome. We need both gifts and volunteers.
Gifts should be new or gently used. We can’t use clothing
with sizes, but hats, scarves, mittens, etc. are fine. Gifts
for men are always especially needed. A box to collect the
items will be located in the Sanctuary near the south wall.

Volunteer opportunities include: greeting families,
supervising the gift room, escorting children to the gift room, helping wrap gifts on the day
of the event, etc. See the sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway at the North
Campus.
For more information, please contact Beckie Aghsaee at beckiehudson@gmail.com or
Katie Pigge at Kitkat291996@gmail.com.

Stephen Ministry

The need for
food in our
community
continues to
grow and so
do the prices at
the
supermarket. A
$25 donation will purchase a
complete holiday meal for a local
family in need. Clients receive a
turkey, chicken, or other entrée, sides,
vegetables, and a variety of other
grocery items needed to prepare a
holiday feast. Project Holiday offers
diverse options by purchasing
ethnically varied ingredients for all
families to create a traditional holiday
meal.
Donations may be made online at
jccrisiscenter.org or mailed to The
Crisis Center, 1121 Gilbert Ct., Iowa
City, IA 52240.

by Mary Beth Ross

We are deeply thankful that the faithfulness of God is ever present.
God’s work in action through the Stephen Ministry program at St.
Andrew continues to seek to serve through compassionate Christian
caring. Here is one way to see how St. Andrew members have
responded since 1984. If you have an interest in Stephen Ministry,
please speak to Pastor Kyle or one of the Stephen Leaders, Graham
Dameron (319/337.9270), Mary Beth Ross (319/338.0082), or Ted
Potter at thelawlibrarian@gmail.com.
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Camp Cardinal Building Team
Camp Cardinal Construction Status

by Dave DeGroot

As you know, for the last several months the contractor has been
working towards getting us into the new church building by
October 20. Move-in was going to be partial, and only on the
main floor so that we could use the sanctuary, MPR, and office
spaces while construction was completed downstairs. We
learned last week at the September 27 construction meeting that
the city advised the contractor that, contrary to previous verbal
communications, they would not entertain the option of a partial
occupancy of the building.
The news was still fresh on the 27th, and Apex was still trying to
figure out what this meant to the project. Tuesday night at the
Building Team meeting Apex advised that they are still working
towards the previously communicated final completion date of
November 22. With that being the week of Thanksgiving,
St. Andrew should be realistic and not plan to move in until the
first week of December, as complications with the holiday are
likely.
Partial occupancy is always at the inspector’s discretion, and
they are not obligated to accommodate such requests. What this
means to St. Andrew is that, instead of moving in and being
hampered by not having all spaces available to us and workers
in the building completing the basement, when we move in we
will be able to utilize and operate in the entire facility.
Expectation management note: Regardless of move-in timing,
the contractor will still be with us for a while after we move in
performing their punchlist work.

CCBT Transition Team Request for Volunteers
The Camp Cardinal Building Team (CCBT) Transition Team is requesting volunteers to assist with the many facets of the
upcoming move to Gathering Place Lane.
For instance, they will be looking for people to help with everything from landscaping, moving furniture and other items for the church,
assembling furniture and cabinetry from Ikea, etc. More detailed information will be made available as we get closer to the move. In
the meantime, the team would like you to please contact Sarah in the office at sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org or 319/338.7523 with your
availability. When you contact her, please provide not only your email but a phone number where you can easily be reached as well as
an idea of the areas where you believe you can be of assistance. Questions? Contact Gene Dierking at 319/351.4525.
Thank you!
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Staff

Service Times

Pastor
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor

kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org

Office
John Benson, Finance Administrator
Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.
Paula Grady, Office Assistant

finance@saintandrew-ic.org
sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
pgrady@saintandrew-ic.org

Changes in
Service Times

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of
Children’s & Youth Music
kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min. lmrabe@aol.com

The first two Sundays we worship at 140 Gathering
Place Lane will have only one worship service each of
those days. We’ll start the morning at 8:30 in fellowship
with pancakes, coffee, and juice. Christian Education will
begin at 9:45, and then we’ll move to the Sanctuary for
worship at 11:00.

Photos of 140 Gathering Place Lane by Deb Barber

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the
Messenger electronically, please email the church
office. Allow one week to process your request.
Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love
and serving as Christ served.

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
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