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Reverse Advent Calendar 
Rather than thinking about what we’ll get for Christmas, this Advent project 
will help us think about what to give. Starting November 26, pick up a box 
from the church. Every day during Advent, put one or more food items in the 
box. The week before Christmas, take your box to a food pantry in Iowa City, 
Coralville, or North Liberty.  For more information about the Reverse Advent 
Calendar, talk to Heather or email her at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.  

Trick or Treat 
for UNICEF 
 

November 19 is the deadline to turn in your UNICEF boxes. 

What to do: Pick up a box, then think about how to fill it with coins.  
The traditional way is for trick-or-treaters to take the box along and ask for  
donations as they are collecting candy. Another option is to put the box  
on your dining table. Instead of buying a special food treat (like dessert  

or a coffee shop drink), put that money in the box.   
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Christmas 
Pageant 
 

Roles are being assigned this 
week for the Children’s  
Christmas Pageant. All children, 
from preschoolers through 6th 
graders, are encouraged  
to participate. The presentation  
is 2:00 pm Sunday, December 10.  
Rehearsals will be held during 
Sunday School, Choristers Choir, 

and *spark*, so children who 
want to participate should attend 
one of those ministry programs 
and talk to Heather, or email her  
at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.  
We have roles for all ages, all  
abilities, and all confidence levels! 

The *spark* team could use some help! We are looking for a few volunteers to make one pan 
of macaroni and cheese or cook 10 pounds of hamburger once in awhile (not every week).  

The food can be made in advance, so you don’t need to attend *spark* to help with the meal. 
Cost for the food will be reimbursed, so this volunteer opportunity will not cost you anything  
except a little time. If you can help, talk to Heather (hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org)  

or Marylu Watkins (bymilk@iowatelecom.net). 

Mac & Cheese & Hamburger, Please! The need for 

food in our  

community  

continues to 

grow and so 

do the prices 

at the  

supermarket. A $25 donation will 

purchase a complete holiday meal 

for a local family in need. Clients 

receive a turkey, chicken, or other 

entrée, sides, vegetables, and a  

variety of other grocery items needed 

to prepare a holiday feast. Project  

Holiday offers diverse options by  

purchasing ethnically varied  

ingredients for all families to create  

a traditional holiday meal. 

Donations may be made online  

at jccrisiscenter.org or mailed to  

The Crisis Center, 1121 Gilbert Ct., 

Iowa City, IA 52240. 

mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:bymilk@iowatelecom.net
jccrisiscenter.org


Save the Date: Sunday, November 19 

Because of space limitations, the market  
will be organized, as last year, as a  
"poster market."  Posters featuring  
giving opportunities to local, national  
and global mission will be displayed  
in the narthex and sanctuary.  
Members of MOS and Deacons will be 

available before, after and between services on the 19th  
to assist shoppers with information, gift cards, and  
payment by check.  After Sunday the 19th, gifts may  
be purchased anytime through December at a “self-serve” 
station located in the Narthex. Thanks for your patience 

until next year, and “gifts as usual” at Gathering Place!  

Questions? Contact Paul Heidger, at pmheidger@q.com. 

Alternative Gift Market 

Gifts for Parents 
The Consultation of Religious Communities will once again be helping with the Gifts for Parents  
program in December. St. Andrew has traditionally played an important role in this program.  
The Deacons would love to have you join us to provide free gifts for low-income children to give  
to their parents. The event where the children choose the donated gifts will take place on  
December 2 at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 2675 E. Washington Street in Iowa City.  
All children in the area are welcome. We need both gifts and volunteers. If you will be donating 
items, please bring them to the church NO LATER THAN 1:00 pm on November 30 so  
Beckie can take them over to St. Mark’s. 

Gifts should be new or gently used. We can’t use clothing with sizes, but hats, scarves, mittens,  
etc. are fine. Gifts for men are always especially needed. A box to collect the items is in the  

entryway of the North Campus. 

Volunteer opportunities include: greeting families, supervising the gift room, escorting children to the gift room, helping wrap 

gifts on the day of the event, etc. See the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the north hallway at the North Campus. 

For more information, please contact Beckie Aghsaee at beckiehudson@gmail.com or Katie Pigge at Kikat291996@gmail.com. 

Christmas Caroling! by Kathi Anderson 

We invite the congregation to join our “Not So Small Group” for Christmas 

caroling on December 3, from 3:30pm to 4:30 at Walden Place in Iowa City! 

Our relationship with the residents at Walden has become such a blessing 

to everyone involved and several of our group - both young and not as 

young - will be providing instrumental music to accompany the singers! 

Questions? Contact Kathi Anderson at mainekids@mchsi.com. 

Worship Schedule Change 
There is a change in the schedule for worship in the new 
building. In the past two Messengers, we have said that 
there will be only one worship service for the first couple  
of services on Gathering Place Lane. The Worship Team 
met about a week ago and decided to keep to our schedule 
of two services at their regular times (8:30 and 11:00) with 

Sunday School in between. 

mailto:pmheidger@q.com
mailto:beckiehudson@gmail.com
mailto:Kitkat291996@gmail.com
mailto:mainekids@mchsi.com

