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Dear Ones,
    
As the summer of 2021 draws to a close, and as we continue to live into the perils of the pandemic, I 
have been comforted by the words of J. Herbert Nelson, the Stated Clerk of our denomination.  

Always honest and forthright, Nelson recently thanked congregations for daring to move outside their 
comfort-zone during this unprecedented time. And the most important thing congregations have learned 
from doing this, Nelson noted, is how they have discovered what works and what doesn’t work in this 
ever-evolving time in the life of the Church.  

“We don’t know totally where we are going,” Nelson said, “and we don’t know exactly how to get to where 
we need to go. But the one thing we know for sure is that God is reshaping and reforming us. We are 
learning to rely on the Lord, pray more, and spend more time in Bible study. That is active engagement in 
the contextual realities that we are facing. We don’t have to go anywhere to look for a mission field. Our 
mission field is right in the communities where we are currently located!”

In an effort to keep our community safe, especially our most vulnerable populations (children younger than 
12 and adults older than 85) your Session has unanimously voted to follow the CDC’s guidelines for 
mask-wearing, which currently recommend that masks be worn in public settings, regardless of one’s 
vaccination status. This policy is not meant to curtail individual freedoms, but rather is meant to protect 
our unvaccinated children and susceptible adults who live with weakened immune systems.

Diligent mask wearing will also allow us to move forward with our plans for fall programing: two services 
beginning Sept. 19, a number of short-term educational opportunities offered between services, mid-
week choral rehearsals, and an exciting group of guest speakers and preachers who will lead us up to 
the season of Advent. It will be an exciting fall, but only with your help by wearing face masks to protect 
our children and our older adults in the ever-evolving parameters of the pandemic.

I am also thrilled to share with you that Mary Jane Claassen joined Sept. 1 as our Interim Director of 
Music. Mary Jane is a gifted and gracious musician, and she will add greatly to our worship, work, and 
witness as a community of faith in this liminal time. She cherishes collaboration and creativity as she 
strives to bring Christ’s inclusive message to those around her. I am thankful to have Mary Jane as a 
colleague, and I know you will welcome her with open hearts and minds!

I will be taking a small vacation away from St. Andrew from Aug. 29 to Sept. 8. I will miss you all, but I will 
be taking this time to recharge my battery, to see a little more of Iowa, and to rid myself of the mountain 
of moving boxes that reside in my basement. I will hold each of you in my prayers, and I would covet your 
best wishes for my end-of-summer break!

Blessings on the beginning of school, joy in the face of this damnable disease, and may you know well  
that you are always loved and cherished in the context of Christ’s community—pandemic or not!

Much Peace,

Pastor Rob
Rev. W. Robert Martin, III
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa
Email: rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org | Cell: 650-283-0167

On September 1, Mary Jane Claassen 
began her service as St. Andrew’s 
Interim Director of Music Ministries.

Between its regular meetings in July and 
August, St. Andrew’s Session considered 
two important electronic motions:
• First, to abide by the Center for 
Disease Control’s recommendations for 
wearing masks for public events 
regardless of vaccination status.
• Second, to hire Mary Jane Claassen as 
Interim Director of Music Ministries for 
the 2021-22 program year.

During its Aug. 19 meeting, Session 
further voted to abide by the 
recommended guidelines of American 
Academic of Pediatricians and require 
vaccinations for all staff and volunteers 
working with children younger than 12.

Communications Director Jeff Charis-

Carlson invited the Session to participate 
in “Where the Digital Meets the Divine: 
Expanding Our Spiritual Bandwidth,” 
a weekend seminar and retreat co-
hosted by St. Andrew and the 
Presbytery of East Iowa on Oct. 23. 
The event will feature DeEtte Decker, the 
social media strategist for the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). In addition 
to the Saturday events, DeEtte Decker is 

scheduled to give the Prompting in both 
worship services on Sunday Oct. 24.

The Session deferred a motion from the 
Interior Team seeking to hire an architect 
to determine the best solution for 
lessening the intensity of the sunlight 
that often comes blazing through 
Sanctuary’s high, circular window .

Pastor Rob reminded the Session that 
St. Andrew is scheduled to transition to 
two Sunday worship services starting 
Sept. 19.

The next Session meeting is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Thursday Sept. 16, 2021. For 
information about the Session, visit http://
saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/session.

ST. ANDREW’S FINANCES IN WORDS AND NUMBERS

ST. ANDREW SESSION HIGHLIGHTS: AUG. 19, 2021

The Rev. W. Robert Martin, III, 
began serving as St. Andrew’s 
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff 

in January 2021.

http://saintandrew-ic.org/digitaldivine
http://saintandrew-ic.org/digitaldivine
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4 5‘CHILDREN OF EDEN’ AND THE POWER OF THE WORD
Earlier this year, longtime St. Andrew member Wes 
Habley and his directorial partner Jos Sasson 
approached Pastor Rob Martin about the possibility 
of St. Andrew hosting a production of Stephen 
Schwartz’s 1991 musical, “Children of Eden,” which 
retells the biblical stories of Adam and Eve, Cain and 
Abel, and Noah’s Ark.

The answer was a resounding “yes” from both the 
congregation and the local theatre community. 
With the two-night production scheduled for Sept. 10 
and 11 in St. Andrew’s Sanctuary, here is a short 
nterview with Wes Habley about  how his love of 
musical theatre intersectly square with his faith.

For you, what is the natural connection between 
the Theatre and the Church?

It’s not unusual to bring drama, theatre, music into the 
church setting. If you Google “Church Theatre” you will 
discover that there are lots of churches doing it.

I do remember seeing a picture of my parents in the 
early 1940s where they were in a musical troupe at 
their Methodist Church near the westside of Chicago. 

Why ‘his particular musical at this time?

I thought “Children of Eden” was an exceedingly good fit because, 
No. 1, it had not been anywhere in the (Iowa City/Cedar Rapids) 
corridor for quite some time. 

The second reason is that I’m enamored with the music of Stephen 
Schwartz: “Godspell,” “Wicked,” “Pippin” — which is the last show I 
did. And it seemed to me that “Children of Eden” needed to be done. 
That it was a pretty opportune time to talk about the creation and the 
beauty of the creation and all of the stories that were implicit with that 
in the Old Testament.

So it was a confluence of several different things that were theatrical, 
spiritual and then taking a look at what’s already been done here.

Why St. Andrew as a venue?

I know that people in the church are aware of the music that I’m 
engaged with. I knew that Pastor Rob had come on board and that 
he has his background in in the arts and is very supportive of the 
arts. So, I floated the idea by him, and it went from there.

What role does music play in your life post-retirement?

I retired at 68 in 2013, so you can do the math. I had a lot that I 

wanted to go to when I retired. I’ve always sort of said, ‘Well, I’ve 
retired to do music.’ 

So, let’s just put it this way in the past tense: ‘I’ve retired, and I’ve 
done music.’

What do you see as the key similarity between a worship service 
and a theatrical production?

Without expounding in any great detail, which you know I might be 
able to do, the Word is powerful. … Speaking the Word is powerful. 
… Singing the Word is powerful.

All three of those things together mean that at least this type of 
musical theatre presents a power to the third in terms of the message 
it can convey.

When you think about reading the Bible, and then you think about 
actually envisioning what that might look like, and then you think 
about what that might sound like if people were singing praises, you 
realize it is power to the third. 

Power to the third … whatever the exponent is.

That’s basically where I’m at with it. That’s why it just means so much 
to me to be able to do this.

St. Andrew member Wes Habley is the co-producer and musical director
of “Children of Eden.” The musical, written by Stephen Schwartz, 

will be performed 7:30 p.m. Sept. 10 and 11 in the St. Andrew’s Sanctuary. 
There is no charge for admission, but a free-will offering will be taken 

to benefit the Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County.
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Have you ever felt so far from God’s peace that you couldn’t even imagine it?

Natalie Pisarcik testified during Sunday worship in her home congregation, First 
Presbyterian Church of Boonton, New Jersey, that she was in that place. A 
place so dark that she was ready to end her pain. Ready to take her own life. 
But then, there was light. She recalls, “A beam of warm sunlight hit my face. It 
was at this exact moment that I realized I had a made a terrible mistake. It was 
like God was saying to me, ‘What are you doing? You have a reason to live.’ I 
was so overcome.” 

God’s peace shone down in Natalie’s place of turmoil. And the light shines on. 

Tom Elander, a member of Brentwood Presbyterian Church in West Los 
Angeles, was shocked at what he saw firsthand at the southern border. “I 
walked away with a much greater appreciation for how difficult life is for many 
people from Mexico and Central America who are desperate to escape the 
misery of their lives — whether from poverty, violence, lack of education or lack 
of opportunity.” 

His four-day experience as part of a Presbyterian Peacemaking Program travel 
study shed a new light of understanding. And the light shines on.

Nada Raphael’s world exploded. A devastating blast that tore through the port 
area of Beirut left hundreds dead, thousands injured, and an estimated 300,000 people homeless. Nada, a 
Lebanese-born artist, said, “I felt the aftermath of the explosion in every bone of my body and I wanted to show this 
with my art. I want to make sure we will remember.” And the light shines on.

Three stories. So different from each other but in each, God’s light — God’s peace — extends into the lives of 
Natalie, of Tom, and of Nada, at some time and in some way. And in each case, that light shines back to us in the 
Church, through our gifts to the Peace & Global Witness Offering. 

This Offering supports empowering ministries that are rays of light — illuminating both the sources of strife, as well as 
efforts toward healing and wholeness. Half of the Offering goes to the Mission Agency to partner with ministries 
around the world like NABAD, a program in Lebanon that aims to empower artists like Nada cope with trauma 
through creative expression and points us to God’s peace-creating presence in our midst. Twenty-five percent is 
retained by congregations for local peace and reconciliation work. Natalie’s congregation used their portion to 
address the growing mental health and suicide crisis in their community. And 25% goes to mid councils for 
peacemaking ministries on the regional level like Tom experienced at the southern border. 

Through our gifts, we draw closer to God’s peace, and shine God’s light at this time and in these ways, trusting in the 
God of peace, at all times and in all ways. Because when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. Please give generously 
between now and World Communion Sunday (Oct. 3).

GLOBAL AND SOCIAL WITNESS OFFERING (SEPT. 5 TO OCT. 3)

The St. Andrew 
Library contains 
more than 2,800 
items, including 
books for adults, 
youth, and children; 
items for Bible study 
and research; church 
history and the 
Presbyterian Church; 
characters in the 
Bible and characters 
who comment on the 
Bible; biography and 
poetry and memoir—
just to name a few of 
the many, many, 
many categories. 

Over the past few 
years, the Library 
Team has been 
working on the 
collection and is 
ready to provide 
access to its list of 
books and other 
items via the internet.

You can view the St. 
Andrew Library 
Catalog from any 
place with an internet 
connection, by 
visiting https://
standrewpresbyteri
an.library.site. 

With the new online 
catalog, you can 
search for books 
using words in the 
title or the subject or 
by using the author’s 
name. 

When you type a word, the catalog suggests some possible search terms or phrases. One thing you can’t do, however,  is 
combine author name and words from the title.

In addition, the St. Andrew Library Catalog keeps track of items that are checked out. If you prefer your name and other 
information not to be added to the library catalog system, please send an email to the church office.

The Library Team hopes you will try the new catalog to access the wonderful items that are available to us all as we seek to 
know about and serve our God. If you have questions, please contact the church office.

— Ted Potter, St. Andrew Library Team

RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH M

ISSION &
 GIVING

7ST. ANDREW’S LIBRARY COLLECTION GOES VIRITUAL: CHECK IT OUT ONLINE
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8SAVE THE DATE: FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNERS THIS FALL
Sunday School Starts Sept. 19
     
Join us at 9:45 a.m. Sept. 19 for Sunday School in the Lower 
Level. That is the same day we transition to two worship 
services (8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.). Sunday School will be 
offered for preschoolers through high students. 

We’re still in need of a few more leaders. We need extra hands 
to help in all classes. You can volunteer for an entire semester 
or just for one unit (a 3- to 6-week term). You can help teach a 
lesson or just be a helper. 

You can have experience with kids or be just starting out. We’d 
love to have you on our team, if you meet a few requirements:
• Everyone who works with children under 18 (staff and 
volunteers) must fill out a form authorizing a background 
check.
• Everyone who works with children under 18 must be fully vaccinated.
• Everyone who works with children under 18 must attend a short training, via Zoom, outlining St. Andrew’s protocols for 
keeping children and adults safe. 

Now Accepting Applications for Nursery Caregivers

Our goal is to reopen our church nursery on Sept. 19, the same 
day we transiton to two worship services (8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.). 
Nursery caregivers work 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Sundays, with 
extra hours sometimes available during the week. Caregivers must 
be 18 years old, be fully vaccinated, and have reliable 
transportation. For an application, go to http://saintandrew-ic.org/
who-we-are/job-openings.

Worship Tools

Not everyone worships the same way. If you are one who likes to 
doodle, squirm, take notes, color, or have something in your hands 
during the worship service, then be sure to visit our Worship Tool 
Box outside the sanctuary. There you will find pages to take 
sermon notes, coloring sheets, colored pencils, weighted lap blankets, and lots of gadgets to keep your fingers busy. The 
Tool Box is for people of all ages. Help yourself to items before the worship service starts, then follow the instructions for 
cleaning your items and returning them to the Tool Box for the next person. The Tool Box will be available starting 
Sept. 19 (the first day of Sunday School and the transition to two worship services).

YELL at St. Andrew

St. Andrew has a strong partnership with Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County. This fall, the church will serve as 
the home base for an NCJC program called YELL—Youth Engaged in Leadership and Learning. Each Monday and 
Tuesday after school, 13 boys and girls in 5th and 6th grade (from Borlaug, Weber, and Horn schools) and their leaders 
will meet at the church. The program focuses on building leadership skills, serving others, hands-on projects, guest 
speakers, and field trips. We are exploring ways the students can participate in St. Andrew ministries, including the 
Lettuce Feed Others garden, cooking lessons, food drives, and more. If you have a skill or hobby to share, let us know, 
and we’ll help you connect to the YELL team.

— Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s and Family Ministires

CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES GEAR UP FOR THE FALL

As fall programming plans get finalized, the St. 
Andrew community has been dreaming up solid 
events but trying to remain flexible. 

Conversations in May indicated that many of our 
church members prefer short-term projects, rather 
than long-term commitments for an entire semester 
or a whole year. Many families don’t mind coming to 
the church building two or three times a week, but 
they prefer “nestled” activities, where multiple age 
groups can participate in programming 
simultaneously, rather than making separate trips. 

With all that in mind—and as we continue to watch 
COVID rates, await a vaccine for children under 12, 
and follow safety recommendations—we are trying 
something new this fall: Monthly dinners and activities for people of all ages. 

Here’s how it works:

Starting in October, we’ll offer a free dinner on the first Wednesday of the month. Food will be served from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.. At 
6:30, we’ll offer several options in different parts of the building.

The list of options is likely to grow, but so far we know these options will include:

• BASIC for junior high students. BASIC will continue to meet every Wednesday, as usual, but on the first Wednesday 
students and leaders are encouraged to come at 5:45 to eat with the church family, instead of the usual pizza dinner at 6 pm.
• A hands-on activity, like a service project to benefit others or a make-and-take project for participants.
• At least one music option. We’re still reviewing ideas with the music staff. This time slot could be used for regular 
rehearsals, or a one-time introduction or presentation on a musical instrument.
• Time for fellowship. We’ll have coffee and tea options for those who just want to visit awhile.

The dates scheduled are Oct. 6, Nov. 3, and Dec. 1. The meals and activities are free, and you don’t have to bring anything. 

Keeping watching the Mini-Messenger and weekly announcements for more details and specific activities each month.

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH FAM
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8SAVE THE DATE: FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNERS THIS FALL
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10 11A CHANCE TO EXPAND OUR ‘SPIRITUAL BANDWIDTH’ IN OCTOBER
For sometime now, we at St. Andrew have 
been describing our current moment as 
“Where the Digital Meets the Divine.” In 
response to restrictions on physical 
gatherings, churches everywhere have been 
exploring new ways to use technology to 
extend their reach as the body of Christ.

The phrase itself comes from DeEtte Decker 
(https://deettedecker.com), the social media 
strategist for the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
denomination. Through videos, Facebook 
groups, and zoom webinars, DeEtte has been 
encouraging and training mainline churches in 
how to use new technologies as ministry tools 
and service opportunities.

We have been so impressed with DeEtte’s 
work that St. Andrew has joined forces with 
the Presbytery of East Iowa to invite her to 
Iowa City to share in-person more of her 
practical thoughts and theological insights.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday Oct. 23, 
we will be hosting a seminar/retreat entitled, 
“Where the Digital Meets the Divine: 
Expanding Our Spiritual Bandwidth” 
(http://saintandrew-ic.org/digitaldivine). 
Throughout the morning sessions, DeEtte will 
lead us through conversations on the 
complexities of our current moment. After 
lunch is provided, she will focus on a broader 

RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH DIGITAL OUTREACH AND DRAM

A

discussion of how technology can be both 
freeingly fun and frustratingly finicky.

While the seminar portion will end at 2 p.m., 
the Prebytery’s Pastoral Care Team will offer 
an afternoon debriefing session to those who 
wish to talk more. Participants also can stay to 
walk through St. Andrew’s wildflower trails or 
even play a pick-up game of pickleball.

The conversation then continues on Sunday 

morning, when DeEtte will speak in both the 
8:30 and 11 a.m. worship services. In 
between, she will be available for more 
informal discussions about the role of the 
church both in-person and online.

Information about the event will be available 
on the church website, and a registration 
form will be coming soon. Contact the church 
office for more information or to volunteer to 
help: office@saintandrew-ic.org.

PC(USA) Social Media Strategist DeEtte Decker has produced a short video to promote her 
visit to Iowa City in October. To watch the video and learn more about the “Where the Digital 

Meets the Divine” event, visit http://saintandrew-ic.org/digitaldivine.  
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