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THE DIGITAL AND THE DIVINE
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Dear Ones,

October is upon us once again—but I must confess that this current time feels far different than 
the same time last year. Back then, St. Andrew was attempting to adapt to an unforeseen and 
unexpected pandemic. You were perfecting your livestreaming, providing home-study kits for 
children, and practicing your ZOOM-ing techniques—all-the-while proceeding with your search 
for a new Lead Pastor. I came out to interview for that position in late October, and I remember 
how strange it was to tour an empty building, a facility that was hauntingly dormant due to the 
spreading COVID-19 virus.

Yet as we enter this new October, I would encourage each of us to be mindful of what we have 
lost, and what we have gained during the past 12 months. You lost a transitional Interim Pastor 
and a talented Director of Music, and you gained a new Lead Pastor and a new Interim Director 
of Music. Some of you feel giddy about returning this month to in-person worship, and in-the-
room educational opportunities, and face-to-face fellowship—while others among us dread the 
thought of even coming into the building without a COVID-lost loved one by their side.  

Things have changed dramatically—our jobs, our relationships, our homes, our health, our travel plans, 
and maybe even our relationship with the Church. But the one thing that has remained a constant—
unchangeable and unshaken—is God’s love!

The wide and abundant love of God is what bound us together before the pandemic, and it is that love that 
has kept us together during it.  And guess what!  It is that same love that will be stirred up afresh in our 
midst as we wade into what ministry and life together at SAPC will look like in the months to come! 

Think about it for a moment. … Love has shown up time and time again during this past year. It was love 
that greeted me as your new Lead Pastor way back in January. It was love that showed up in small group 
ZOOMs, in camping chairs placed in a wide circle outdoors, in worship in the parking lot led by our youth, 
and in the Passing of Christ’s Peace through the glow of our computer screens.  

God’s love is never cancelled. It only redefines and redirects itself amid the chaos, change, and 
uncertainty we have experienced together! In her classic novel, Frankenstein, the author Mary Shelley 
offers a statement that could easily be applied to what we have experienced over this past year: “Nothing 
is so painful to us as human beings as a great and sudden change!”

All of you, as a community of faith, have managed the great and sudden change we have experienced 
with patience and with grace. And as your new pastor, I have been (and continue to be) thankful for your 
willingness to adapt to new ways of being the Church as we learn to live at our new address—the 
crossroads where The Digital Meets the Divine (see Page 6)!

Finally, I urge you to read this October Messenger fully and faithfully. It contains important information 
about programming, people, and pertinent educational opportunities that will be happening this month.

I don’t want you to miss out!

Much Peace,

Pastor Rob
Rev. W. Robert Martin, III
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Iowa City

During its Sept. 16 regular meeting, St. 
Andrew’s Session was joined by a very 
special guest (3-week-old newborn Josie 
Ibraham-Olin) as well as introduced to 
Mary Jane Claassen, St. Andrew’s 
Interim Director of Music Ministry. 

Pastor Rob Martin reported that he will 
meet individually with staff members to 
assess the past year and look at goals 
and objectives for next year. Once these 
individual meetings are completed, the 
staff will be matched with their 
Personnel Team liaison. 

Keystone Place, a nursing home facility 
just up Highway 218 in North Liberty, has 
asked Pastor Rob to offer weekly 
worship services there. He hopes to 
bring Mary Jane Claassen periodically to 
offer music as part of the services. 

Pastor Kyle Otterbein updated the 
Session on the plans for transition to two 
Sunday worship services and scheduling 
Sunday School and Adult Education 
offerings between. Pastor Rob’s 
Prompted Conversations class may be 
offered via Zoom at a different time as to 
not compete with the in-person offerings 

on Sunday morning.

Session approved the transfer of 
members and reaffirmation of faith from 
Matt and Ally Blake (who were married 
in the Sanctuary on Sept. 18), Ann 
Weber, John Weiler, Mary Jane 
Claassen and her sons Jonathan and 
Micah.

Session approved updates for the 
church’s Endowment Policy as well as 
the Pension and Cafeteria Plan, both 
updates having been recommended by 
the Finance Team. Session also will 
continue a discussion of how to use a 
portion of the $112,000 in excess cash 
as calculated at the start of 2021. Elders 
will go back to their teams and put 
forward proposals to discuss during the 
October meeting.

Session conducted a reading of an 
updated Staff Manual from the 
Personnel Team as well as a proposed 
Statement on Racial Equality and 
Reconciliation drafted by St. Andrew’s 
Act Justly group. Final votes on both 
documents are scheduled for the 
October meeting.

Session approved the following funding 
requests from the Mission, Outreach, 
and Service Team:  

 • $3,000 to Andy and Nichole Stewart 
for mission work in Chicago preparing to 
go to southeast Asia.
 • $1,000 for Presybterian Disaster 
Assistance.
 • $1,000 to Haiti, for disaster relief after 
Hurricane Ida.
 • $300 in supplies for a knitting project to 
benefit Shelter House
 • $300 in supplies for the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. 

The next regular meeting of Session is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday Oct. 
21.For more information, visit 
saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/
session.

ST. ANDREW SESSION HIGHLIGHTS: SEPT. 16, 2021

The Rev. W. Robert Martin, III, began 
serving as St. Andrew’s Lead Pastor and 

Head of Staff in January 2021.

As  summer of 2021 comes to an end, I am reminded of the changing 
seasons. As a high school teacher and father of three school-aged 
boys, I find our household’s transition from a less scheduled summer 
to the daily grind of work and school in fall can be a little difficult. We 
understand the benefits of working and learning, and so we endure the 
change—blessed to be in partnership with so many great people..

I feel like we have been in a constant season of change at St. Andrew 
for many years now. Whether it involved the building in which we 
gather (or broadcast) for worship, changes in staff and programming, 
welcoming new members (or saying goodbye to others), change has 
been present—though not always welcomed or easy. 

The book of James teaches us that while our Earth’s seasons and our human institutions change, we worship a God who does not 
change: “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no change or 
shifting shadow” (James 1:17). I am grateful to consistently witness those gifts from above, given to us by our Father of Lights, being 
shared by the members and friends of St. Andrew in the form of time, talent, and treasure.

I would like to thank you for your consistent generosity. Despite all the change we have encountered, what has not changed is the 
people of St. Andrew stepping up to meet whatever needs are presented.

— Tim Benson, Elder

STEWARDSHIP: ST. ANDREW KEEPS STEPPING UP TO MEET NEEDS
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4 5SAINT ANDREW’S NEW INTERIM DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dear Church Family,

What a blessing to be welcomed so 
openly and warmly into the St. 
Andrew community.

I have only been here a short time 
but so much has happened! On 
Sept. 10 and 11, I had the privilege 
of performing in Children of Eden as 
Wes Habley led us all fearlessly 
through an incredible but tough 
musical score by Steven Schwartz. 

So many wonderful people put so 
much time and energy and talent 
into this heartfelt production, and I 
want to thank them all on behalf of 
St. Andrew for their gifts, and I also 
want to thank you for your 
attendance and support.

I have been blessed by getting to 
know members and musicians of 
the congregation, and I am looking 
forward to making and sharing 
music with you all!

I grew up a Presbyterian minister’s 
oldest child, and I have been 
singing and playing in church since I 
was very young. You could say that 
church music is in my DNA.☺ 

My love of singing, performing, and 
teaching music was encouraged 
and supported by the wonderful people of the church throughout my 
life. As I look back at those supportive people, I realize those people 
were God’s hands and feet helping guide me on my path  every step 
of the way, and I am so thankful that path has brought me here.

I believe that we all have God within us. We are holy and sacred, and 
one of the most powerful ways to connect with that sacred space is 
through experiencing music, whether it be as a listener or a maker of 
music. 

The world we live in is very good at bogging us down, but music can 
help clear the muck that keeps us from remembering our divinity. I 
also believe that the experience of worship when music is combined 
with the spoken Word and liturgy can bring us to a place of 
transcendence. 

This transcendence reminds us that not only are we each holy, but 
that we are all intimately connected with one another in a powerful 
way. I am so excited to join the wonderful work here at St. Andrew in 
music ministry and help combine all of our talents and gifts to create 
meaningful worship services in which we can experience 

transcendence together.

Let me tell you a little about my family. 

Just two days after I was offered this job, I became engaged to Adam 
Knight. Adam is the producing artistic director of Riverside Theatre 
and moved here about three years ago after spending 17 years in 
New York City. He grew up in South Carolina and attended college in 
Evansville, Indiana. We met in Iowa City a few years ago, and we are 
planning a wedding for Nov. 6.

I have two boys, Micah and Jonathan, ages 12 and 9 who attend 
Scattergood Middle School and Mann Elementary. My mother and 
father retired to the Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri, and my mother, 
Maureen, is fighting uterine cancer that has spread to her lungs so 
prayers are always welcomed. 
 
Now on to making music at St. Andrew! We had the first in-person, 
masked Logos Choir rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 15 and had a very 
nice turnout. We are rehearsing with masks and physically distancing 
where the choir sits in the Sanctuary. It was such a joy to sing 

together again, and by the time you get this Messenger, we will 
have sung in worship at least once. If you are at all interested, 
please come and sing with us! 

We have had a nice turnout for Sunday School as well. While I 
am still figuring out the ropes, and our young children are still 
waiting for vaccinations, Nelda Wittig and I will be singing with 
kids during the Sunday School hour.

Lee Rabe is continuing to lead our woodwind and brass 

Mary Jane Claasen began 
last month as St. Andrew’s 

Interim Director of Music 
Ministry. These screenshots 

from Sunday worship 
livestreams show her playing 
the Krapf Organ (Sept. 19), 
leading St. Andrew’s Brass 

and Woodwind Ensembles 
(Sept. 19), and singing the title 

song from the musical 
Children of Eden (Sept. 5). 
Mary Jane can be reached at 
mclaassen@ saintandrew-

ic.org or 319-594-3272. 

ensemble, which rehearses on Monday evenings, and Laura 
Kastens is leading handbells on Wednesday nights.

If you like to do any kind of music, please reach out to me: 
mclaassen@saintandrew-ic.org or 319-594-3272.

I am sending love and light to you all this day,

Mary Jane

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH M
USIC



Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives Messenger   |  October 2021

4 5SAINT ANDREW’S NEW INTERIM DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Dear Church Family,

What a blessing to be welcomed so 
openly and warmly into the St. 
Andrew community.

I have only been here a short time 
but so much has happened! On 
Sept. 10 and 11, I had the privilege 
of performing in Children of Eden as 
Wes Habley led us all fearlessly 
through an incredible but tough 
musical score by Steven Schwartz. 

So many wonderful people put so 
much time and energy and talent 
into this heartfelt production, and I 
want to thank them all on behalf of 
St. Andrew for their gifts, and I also 
want to thank you for your 
attendance and support.

I have been blessed by getting to 
know members and musicians of 
the congregation, and I am looking 
forward to making and sharing 
music with you all!

I grew up a Presbyterian minister’s 
oldest child, and I have been 
singing and playing in church since I 
was very young. You could say that 
church music is in my DNA.☺ 

My love of singing, performing, and 
teaching music was encouraged 
and supported by the wonderful people of the church throughout my 
life. As I look back at those supportive people, I realize those people 
were God’s hands and feet helping guide me on my path  every step 
of the way, and I am so thankful that path has brought me here.

I believe that we all have God within us. We are holy and sacred, and 
one of the most powerful ways to connect with that sacred space is 
through experiencing music, whether it be as a listener or a maker of 
music. 

The world we live in is very good at bogging us down, but music can 
help clear the muck that keeps us from remembering our divinity. I 
also believe that the experience of worship when music is combined 
with the spoken Word and liturgy can bring us to a place of 
transcendence. 

This transcendence reminds us that not only are we each holy, but 
that we are all intimately connected with one another in a powerful 
way. I am so excited to join the wonderful work here at St. Andrew in 
music ministry and help combine all of our talents and gifts to create 
meaningful worship services in which we can experience 

transcendence together.

Let me tell you a little about my family. 

Just two days after I was offered this job, I became engaged to Adam 
Knight. Adam is the producing artistic director of Riverside Theatre 
and moved here about three years ago after spending 17 years in 
New York City. He grew up in South Carolina and attended college in 
Evansville, Indiana. We met in Iowa City a few years ago, and we are 
planning a wedding for Nov. 6.

I have two boys, Micah and Jonathan, ages 12 and 9 who attend 
Scattergood Middle School and Mann Elementary. My mother and 
father retired to the Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri, and my mother, 
Maureen, is fighting uterine cancer that has spread to her lungs so 
prayers are always welcomed. 
 
Now on to making music at St. Andrew! We had the first in-person, 
masked Logos Choir rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 15 and had a very 
nice turnout. We are rehearsing with masks and physically distancing 
where the choir sits in the Sanctuary. It was such a joy to sing 

together again, and by the time you get this Messenger, we will 
have sung in worship at least once. If you are at all interested, 
please come and sing with us! 

We have had a nice turnout for Sunday School as well. While I 
am still figuring out the ropes, and our young children are still 
waiting for vaccinations, Nelda Wittig and I will be singing with 
kids during the Sunday School hour.

Lee Rabe is continuing to lead our woodwind and brass 

Mary Jane Claasen began 
last month as St. Andrew’s 

Interim Director of Music 
Ministry. These screenshots 

from Sunday worship 
livestreams show her playing 
the Krapf Organ (Sept. 19), 
leading St. Andrew’s Brass 

and Woodwind Ensembles 
(Sept. 19), and singing the title 

song from the musical 
Children of Eden (Sept. 5). 
Mary Jane can be reached at 
mclaassen@ saintandrew-

ic.org or 319-594-3272. 

ensemble, which rehearses on Monday evenings, and Laura 
Kastens is leading handbells on Wednesday nights.

If you like to do any kind of music, please reach out to me: 
mclaassen@saintandrew-ic.org or 319-594-3272.

I am sending love and light to you all this day,

Mary Jane

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH M
USIC



Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives Messenger   |   October 2021

6 INTERNATIONAL PEACEMAKER TO SPEAK VIRTUALLY ON OCT. 3 7EXPANDING OUR ‘SPIRITUAL BANDWIDTH’ IN-PERSON AND ONLINE 
For sometime now, we at St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church have been describing 
our current historic moment as “Where the 
Digital Meets the Divine.” In response to 
restrictions on physical gatherings, churches 
everywhere have been exploring new ways to 
use technology to extend their reach as the 
body of Christ.

The phrase itself comes from DeEtte Decker 
(https://deettedecker.com), the social media 
strategist for the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
denomination. Through videos, Facebook 
groups, and zoom webinars, Decker has been 
encouraging and training mainline churches in 
how to use new technologies as ministry tools 
and service opportunities.

We at St. Andrew have been so impressed 
with Decker's work that we have joined forces 
with the Presbytery of East Iowa’s 
Leadership Development Team to invite her 
to Iowa City to share in-person more of her 
practical thoughts and theological insights.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday Oct. 23, 
St. Andrew and the Presbytery of East Iowa 
will be hosting a seminar/retreat 
entitled, “Where the Digital Meets the 
Divine: Expanding Our Spiritual 
Bandwidth” (http://saintandrew-ic.org/
digitaldivine). Throughout the morning 
sessions, Decker will lead us through 
conversations on the complexities of our 
current historic moment. During her 
discussions, she’ll be joined by the Rev. Dr. 
Jan Schnell, a professor of liturgics at 
Wartburg Theological Seminary and several 

other voices.

After lunch is provided, Decker will focus on a 
broader discussion of how technology can be 
both freeingly fun and frustratingly finicky.
For those looking to join remotely, all the 
events will be streamed on St. Andrew’s 
YouTube channel (https://bit.ly//
SAPCYouTube) and participants can join the 
discussion via live chat.

While the seminar portion will end at 2 p.m., 
the Presbytery’s Pastoral Care Team will offer 
an afternoon debriefing session to those who 
wish to talk more. In-person participants also 
can stay to walk through St. Andrew’s 
wildflower trails or even play a pick-up game of 

pickleball in the MPR.

The conversation then continues on Sunday 
morning, when Decker will speak during St. 
Andrew's 8:30 and 11 a.m. worship services. 
In between, she will be available for more 
informal discussions about the role of the 
church both in-person and online.

Information about Workshop+Retreat is 
available at http://saintandrew-ic.org/
digitaldivine, and you can fill out the 
registration form at: https://bit.ly/digital-
divine-registration.

For more information, 
contact office@saintandrew-ic.org.

PC(USA) Social Media Strategist DeEtte Decker has produced a short video to promote her 
visit to Iowa City in October. To watch the video and learn more about the “Where the Digital 

Meets the Divine” event, visit http://saintandrew-ic.org/digitaldivine.  

RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH M

ISSION &
 GIVING

Earlier this year, the Peacemaking Taskforce of the 
Presbytery of East Iowa announced that psychologist Efi 
Latsoudi, coordinator of the Pikpa Solidarity Camp on the 
Greek island of Lesvos, would be visiting St. Andrew and other 
Iowa congregations this fall as an International Peacekeeper.

Visa complications and public health concerns have kept 
Latsoudi from traveling to the U.S., but she has recorded a 
special message for Iowa churches that will be played during 
St. Andrew’s worship services on World Communion Sunday 
(October 3).

Lesvos Solidarity is a local activist group on Lesvos that 
manages the refugee camp—a self-organized, autonomous 
space that has existed since 2011. The camp is run by 
volunteers and built on the basic principle of solidarity. 

Lesvos Solidarity also supports Mosaik Support Center for 
Refugees and Locals provides a space of warmth, safety and 
community for the most vulnerable populations on Lesvos. The 
center aims to move beyond immediate crisis response and to 
offer sustainable structures to support refugees in their resolve 
to live with dignity. 

Bringing together over 630 students aged 4 to 89, from 20 countries, Mosaik offers language courses in English, Greek, Arabic, and 
Farsi, legal support for asylum applicants, vocational training in arts and crafts, upcycling workshops, music and dance classes, 
daycare for young children, and cultural events supported by artists, activists and organizations from across the world. 

Latsoudi’s message on Oct. 3 will focus on calling for St. Andrew and other Presbyterian congregations in Iowa to live out Christ’s 
teachings in Matthew 25.

To register for a Zoom call with Efi Latsoudi (12:30 p.m. Oct. 3), visit https://bit.ly/efi-latsoudi-zoom.

Efi Latsoudi is the coordinator of the Pikpa Solidarity Camp in Lesvos. In 2016, she 
has won the Nansen Award, conferred by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees for her work helping people forcibly displaced from their homes. She 

will be offering a virtual message during St. Andrew’s worship services on World 
Communion Sunday. And she will participate in a Zoom call at 12:30 p.m. that 

Sunday, Oct. 3. To register for the Zoom call, visit https://bit.ly/efi-latsoudi-zoom.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdeettedecker.com&c=E,1,qH1vwPiLAdFUVnHL_WFcbEPnrC57c68sqrYPpEcSFezo8T-s4D0CO1mm6sgq2efnalRW-ykIaOCLbmu6kC_L9Ktc1x4h_VnXX3vXTtAxtjVscRuLDQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fsaintandrew-ic.org%2fdigitaldivine&c=E,1,vA0CWFmwf-GzS8ZPSa8n8SbvTd74InKn0l58mGPpBxyfX3Nha3zi9E15bz7zhFsAOE0RrqXE96nZalmd-qeJ78FiNGiu0Q-0feyJ2alLBW8,&typo=1
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6 INTERNATIONAL PEACEMAKER TO SPEAK VIRTUALLY ON OCT. 3 7EXPANDING OUR ‘SPIRITUAL BANDWIDTH’ IN-PERSON AND ONLINE 
For sometime now, we at St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church have been describing 
our current historic moment as “Where the 
Digital Meets the Divine.” In response to 
restrictions on physical gatherings, churches 
everywhere have been exploring new ways to 
use technology to extend their reach as the 
body of Christ.

The phrase itself comes from DeEtte Decker 
(https://deettedecker.com), the social media 
strategist for the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
denomination. Through videos, Facebook 
groups, and zoom webinars, Decker has been 
encouraging and training mainline churches in 
how to use new technologies as ministry tools 
and service opportunities.

We at St. Andrew have been so impressed 
with Decker's work that we have joined forces 
with the Presbytery of East Iowa’s 
Leadership Development Team to invite her 
to Iowa City to share in-person more of her 
practical thoughts and theological insights.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday Oct. 23, 
St. Andrew and the Presbytery of East Iowa 
will be hosting a seminar/retreat 
entitled, “Where the Digital Meets the 
Divine: Expanding Our Spiritual 
Bandwidth” (http://saintandrew-ic.org/
digitaldivine). Throughout the morning 
sessions, Decker will lead us through 
conversations on the complexities of our 
current historic moment. During her 
discussions, she’ll be joined by the Rev. Dr. 
Jan Schnell, a professor of liturgics at 
Wartburg Theological Seminary and several 

other voices.

After lunch is provided, Decker will focus on a 
broader discussion of how technology can be 
both freeingly fun and frustratingly finicky.
For those looking to join remotely, all the 
events will be streamed on St. Andrew’s 
YouTube channel (https://bit.ly//
SAPCYouTube) and participants can join the 
discussion via live chat.

While the seminar portion will end at 2 p.m., 
the Presbytery’s Pastoral Care Team will offer 
an afternoon debriefing session to those who 
wish to talk more. In-person participants also 
can stay to walk through St. Andrew’s 
wildflower trails or even play a pick-up game of 

pickleball in the MPR.

The conversation then continues on Sunday 
morning, when Decker will speak during St. 
Andrew's 8:30 and 11 a.m. worship services. 
In between, she will be available for more 
informal discussions about the role of the 
church both in-person and online.

Information about Workshop+Retreat is 
available at http://saintandrew-ic.org/
digitaldivine, and you can fill out the 
registration form at: https://bit.ly/digital-
divine-registration.

For more information, 
contact office@saintandrew-ic.org.

PC(USA) Social Media Strategist DeEtte Decker has produced a short video to promote her 
visit to Iowa City in October. To watch the video and learn more about the “Where the Digital 

Meets the Divine” event, visit http://saintandrew-ic.org/digitaldivine.  

RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH M
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 GIVING

Earlier this year, the Peacemaking Taskforce of the 
Presbytery of East Iowa announced that psychologist Efi 
Latsoudi, coordinator of the Pikpa Solidarity Camp on the 
Greek island of Lesvos, would be visiting St. Andrew and other 
Iowa congregations this fall as an International Peacekeeper.

Visa complications and public health concerns have kept 
Latsoudi from traveling to the U.S., but she has recorded a 
special message for Iowa churches that will be played during 
St. Andrew’s worship services on World Communion Sunday 
(October 3).

Lesvos Solidarity is a local activist group on Lesvos that 
manages the refugee camp—a self-organized, autonomous 
space that has existed since 2011. The camp is run by 
volunteers and built on the basic principle of solidarity. 

Lesvos Solidarity also supports Mosaik Support Center for 
Refugees and Locals provides a space of warmth, safety and 
community for the most vulnerable populations on Lesvos. The 
center aims to move beyond immediate crisis response and to 
offer sustainable structures to support refugees in their resolve 
to live with dignity. 

Bringing together over 630 students aged 4 to 89, from 20 countries, Mosaik offers language courses in English, Greek, Arabic, and 
Farsi, legal support for asylum applicants, vocational training in arts and crafts, upcycling workshops, music and dance classes, 
daycare for young children, and cultural events supported by artists, activists and organizations from across the world. 

Latsoudi’s message on Oct. 3 will focus on calling for St. Andrew and other Presbyterian congregations in Iowa to live out Christ’s 
teachings in Matthew 25.

To register for a Zoom call with Efi Latsoudi (12:30 p.m. Oct. 3), visit https://bit.ly/efi-latsoudi-zoom.

Efi Latsoudi is the coordinator of the Pikpa Solidarity Camp in Lesvos. In 2016, she 
has won the Nansen Award, conferred by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees for her work helping people forcibly displaced from their homes. She 

will be offering a virtual message during St. Andrew’s worship services on World 
Communion Sunday. And she will participate in a Zoom call at 12:30 p.m. that 

Sunday, Oct. 3. To register for the Zoom call, visit https://bit.ly/efi-latsoudi-zoom.
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Houses into Homes provides gently-used 
beds, furniture, and household items for families 
and individuals in the Iowa City area who are 
exiting homelessness, domestic violence, and 
other crisis situations. Their mission is to help 
people feel the comfort of home and to do so in 
a way that honors their experience and engages 
them with dignity. 

Houses into Homes is the only organization of 
its kind in Johnson County. They offer 
volunteers and recipients a unique opportunity 
to meet and impact those with whom they share 
our city.

As of last month, they have served 1,851 
community members—103 of whom are youth. 
They’ve diverted hundreds of tons of beds, 
furniture, and other items from the landfill. The 
families and individuals we serve are referred to 
them by a broad array of local service agencies.

Houses into Homes has partnered with St. 
Andrew in the years since we moved into 140 
Gathering Place Lane—using our building for 
short term storage and receiving help from 
several of the church’s small groups.

The organization’s current needs include:
• New bed pillows.
• New baking sheets.
• Floor lamps.
• Coffee tables.
• Queen, full, twin box springs, and mattresses.
• Gently used board games, toys, stuffed animals, and picture books

The organizaiton has multiple options for volunteer help, especially in terms of picking furniture donations.

If any St. Andrew member or small group wants to talk through options, feel free to contact Elder Beth Anne Pigge at 
319-594-2257 or to email the organization directly at volunteer@housesintohomes.org.

MISSION OF THE MONTH PARTNER: HOUSES INTO HOMES
We made the drive to Estes Park, Colorado, 
for vacation in August. 

On the way, I noted a gray haze in the air 
throughout much of Nebraska and continuing 
into Colorado. 

Sitting on the porch of the home where we 
were staying, the mountains appeared as 
shadows in the distance. In the valleys, the 
greenery was more visible. 

It was, of course, the smoke coming over from 
the fires burning elsewhere. 

I am a person who appreciates metaphor and 
finds that God can convey messages to us 
through nature, and I found myself thinking: 
But what if you lift your eyes to the hills, and 
you can’t see them?

We put on our hiking shoes and drove into 
Rocky Mountain National Park. We followed 
a trail up the mountain to a beautiful waterfall. 
We crossed bridges and over tree roots.

We saw a couple of fluffy grey feathered baby 
American Dippers bobbing up and down in the 
stream, signaling to their mother that they 
were hungry. 

And when we reached over 10,000 feet, above 
the tree line where not many people go, there 
were beautiful yellow and purple flowers 
decorating the mountain tundra. 

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH SERVICE

9WHAT IF YOU LIFT YOUR EYES TO THE HILLS, AND YOU CAN’T SEE THEM?

That struck me. 

Even in a place where only a few can 
appreciate them, God places flowers.

Things may feel a bit foggy, dim, and uncertain 
at times. We can do what the Psalmist did:

“I cry aloud to the Lord;
     I lift up my voice to the Lord for mercy.
I pour out my complaint before him; 
    before him I tell my trouble”

          (Psalm 142: 1-2)

We can share our feelings with the Lord. He 
will listen. Then maybe he will show us the 
streams, and the birds, and the flowers. 

And this may in turn make you reflect on the 
later words of the Psalmist:

“Even the darkness will not be dark to you;
     the night will shine like the day, 
     for darkness is as light to you.”

(Psalm 139:12)

— Kerri Goers, St. Andrew’s Prayer Team



Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives Messenger   |   October 2021

8
Houses into Homes provides gently-used 
beds, furniture, and household items for families 
and individuals in the Iowa City area who are 
exiting homelessness, domestic violence, and 
other crisis situations. Their mission is to help 
people feel the comfort of home and to do so in 
a way that honors their experience and engages 
them with dignity. 

Houses into Homes is the only organization of 
its kind in Johnson County. They offer 
volunteers and recipients a unique opportunity 
to meet and impact those with whom they share 
our city.

As of last month, they have served 1,851 
community members—103 of whom are youth. 
They’ve diverted hundreds of tons of beds, 
furniture, and other items from the landfill. The 
families and individuals we serve are referred to 
them by a broad array of local service agencies.

Houses into Homes has partnered with St. 
Andrew in the years since we moved into 140 
Gathering Place Lane—using our building for 
short term storage and receiving help from 
several of the church’s small groups.

The organization’s current needs include:
• New bed pillows.
• New baking sheets.
• Floor lamps.
• Coffee tables.
• Queen, full, twin box springs, and mattresses.
• Gently used board games, toys, stuffed animals, and picture books

The organizaiton has multiple options for volunteer help, especially in terms of picking furniture donations.

If any St. Andrew member or small group wants to talk through options, feel free to contact Elder Beth Anne Pigge at 
319-594-2257 or to email the organization directly at volunteer@housesintohomes.org.

MISSION OF THE MONTH PARTNER: HOUSES INTO HOMES
We made the drive to Estes Park, Colorado, 
for vacation in August. 

On the way, I noted a gray haze in the air 
throughout much of Nebraska and continuing 
into Colorado. 

Sitting on the porch of the home where we 
were staying, the mountains appeared as 
shadows in the distance. In the valleys, the 
greenery was more visible. 

It was, of course, the smoke coming over from 
the fires burning elsewhere. 

I am a person who appreciates metaphor and 
finds that God can convey messages to us 
through nature, and I found myself thinking: 
But what if you lift your eyes to the hills, and 
you can’t see them?

We put on our hiking shoes and drove into 
Rocky Mountain National Park. We followed 
a trail up the mountain to a beautiful waterfall. 
We crossed bridges and over tree roots.

We saw a couple of fluffy grey feathered baby 
American Dippers bobbing up and down in the 
stream, signaling to their mother that they 
were hungry. 

And when we reached over 10,000 feet, above 
the tree line where not many people go, there 
were beautiful yellow and purple flowers 
decorating the mountain tundra. 

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH SERVICE
9WHAT IF YOU LIFT YOUR EYES TO THE HILLS, AND YOU CAN’T SEE THEM?

That struck me. 

Even in a place where only a few can 
appreciate them, God places flowers.

Things may feel a bit foggy, dim, and uncertain 
at times. We can do what the Psalmist did:

“I cry aloud to the Lord;
     I lift up my voice to the Lord for mercy.
I pour out my complaint before him; 
    before him I tell my trouble”

          (Psalm 142: 1-2)

We can share our feelings with the Lord. He 
will listen. Then maybe he will show us the 
streams, and the birds, and the flowers. 

And this may in turn make you reflect on the 
later words of the Psalmist:

“Even the darkness will not be dark to you;
     the night will shine like the day, 
     for darkness is as light to you.”

(Psalm 139:12)

— Kerri Goers, St. Andrew’s Prayer Team



Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives Messenger   |   October 2021

10 11PHOTOS FROM THE FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL

RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH M

ONTHLY GATHERINGS

This fall, members of the St. Andrew 
community are invited to set aside the first 
Wednesday evening of each month for a 
series of intergenerational events that we 
are calling, IGNITE: A Time to Feed Your 
Body, Mind, and Soul.

The food, fun, and fellowship begins to 
blaze at 5:45 p.m. Wednesday Oct. 6 as 
we begin serving supper in the Atrium. 
(Because of current public health 
conditions, the meal will not be potluck, but 
will be prepared in the St. Andrew kitchen.) 

Following the meal, participants can choose from a number of activities for Wednesday Oct. 6.

6:30 p.m.: Randy Hausler 
will be leading Seventh and 
Eighth-graders down to The 
Hub for the weekly meeting 
of St. Andrew’s Junior High 
Ministry, better known as 

BASIC (Brothers and Sisters in Christ).

6:30 p.m.: Mary Jane 
Claassen will be 
hosting a Parent 
Round Table Music 
Discussion in the 
Choir Room. The 
conversation will focus 
on fall musical opportunities for children and youth. Come 
give your input and help us shape programming that 
serves our community!
    
6:30 p.m.: Ring it! Join with Laura Kastens and learn to 
ring a hand chime or handbell. You'll be playing a simple 
piece of music by the time you leave! Music reading not a 
requirement. Meet in the Lower Level Handbell Room.
    

7:30 p.m.: St. Andrew’s Logos Choir will begin 
rehearsing in The Sanctuary. Come give choir a try! Bring 
a friend or family member! High school through adults 
welcome. (Even a junior high student who loves singing 
will be welcome.)

6:30 p.m.: A cornucopia, 
or “horn of plenty,” is a 
harvest-time symbol of 
abundance and blessing. 
Join Heather Woodin for 
this hands-on class 
where you will assemble 

an edible cornucopia from bread dough. You’ll take it home, 
bake it, and fill it with your own fruits, veggies, or cheese. 
Members of each household will work together to create 
one cornucopia. All supplies will be provided and no 
experience is necessary. 

6:30 p.m.: Pastor Rob 
Martin will led members 
of our faith community on 
a guided conversation. 
Based on a format 
developed by the Actor’s 
Studio in New York, the 
questions and responses will give participants a change to 
learn, in a deeper way, about the likes, loves, and spiritual 
leadings of individuals here at St. Andrew.

6:30 p.m.: Pastor Kyle 
Otterbein will call on his 
training as a Gottman 
Institute 7 Principles 
Educator as he leads 
interested parents of 
teens in discussing the 

challenges of cultivating healthy relationships with our 
teens as they seek to survive (and thrive) in Junior and 
Senior High.
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welcome. (Even a junior high student who loves singing 
will be welcome.)

6:30 p.m.: A cornucopia, 
or “horn of plenty,” is a 
harvest-time symbol of 
abundance and blessing. 
Join Heather Woodin for 
this hands-on class 
where you will assemble 

an edible cornucopia from bread dough. You’ll take it home, 
bake it, and fill it with your own fruits, veggies, or cheese. 
Members of each household will work together to create 
one cornucopia. All supplies will be provided and no 
experience is necessary. 

6:30 p.m.: Pastor Rob 
Martin will led members 
of our faith community on 
a guided conversation. 
Based on a format 
developed by the Actor’s 
Studio in New York, the 
questions and responses will give participants a change to 
learn, in a deeper way, about the likes, loves, and spiritual 
leadings of individuals here at St. Andrew.

6:30 p.m.: Pastor Kyle 
Otterbein will call on his 
training as a Gottman 
Institute 7 Principles 
Educator as he leads 
interested parents of 
teens in discussing the 

challenges of cultivating healthy relationships with our 
teens as they seek to survive (and thrive) in Junior and 
Senior High.
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