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‘FEARLESS GIVING’: WHAT WOULD 
YOU GIVE IF YOU WEREN’T AFRAID?

2 3

Dear Ones,

As we move into this season of Stewardship, a time when we reflect on what we will offer to the 
church in the coming year, I am reminded of a short question found in Spencer Johnson’s 
cultural classic, Who Moved My Cheese?: “What would you do if you weren’t afraid?”

This question has rattled around in my head and heart for years. I have asked it of myself when 
I have had to make tough decisions or when I’ve been hesitant to move ahead on a challenging 
project. I have reflected on this question when I have been stuck, or stymied, or too still. I have 
even asked this question when I have allowed old hurts or old habits to limit my present actions.

But I have never asked this question of myself from the perspective of stewardship—what I give 
(or don’t give) to the work and witness of the church.

The theme for this year’s stewardship campaign is Fearless Giving, a theme based on Paul’s 
Letter to the Church in Ephesus. In the midst of a city where wealth was abundant and 
resources were plentiful, in the midst of a culture where the least and the last were seen as 
discardable commodities, Paul encouraged the members of the Ephesian community to fearlessly live into 
the message of Christ and not the mandates of Rome.

“Through us,” Paul wrote, “God is attempting to do awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, things far 
greater than we could ever ask for or imagine!”

But here’s the thing! Too often our collective imagination as a community of faith is not immeasurable, but
limited. Too often we give out of a sense of scarcity rather than out of an attitude of abundance; we fret
about our individual “purses” rather than funding our collective purpose; we talk frantically about numbers
rather than focusing on how the church is faithfully blessing people’s lives in innumerable ways. Yet the
people of St. Andrew, as a faith community, endeavor to give a substantive portion of our financial 
resources not out of a place of fear but rather out of a perspective of fearlessness! 

In mission giving, in volunteer service, in vision for the new building, we are well known in the community. 
What would God do through us, what could we do collectively, when we act unafraid?

Over the next few weeks, I encourage you to prayerfully consider what God enables you to give financially 
to the church’s present work and its future witness. Be fearless in that reflection and be courageous in 
your consideration. As Marilynne Robinson writes in her novel Gilead, we must embrace a preceding 
courage “that will allow us to be fearless—that is, to acknowledge that there is more beauty than our eyes 
can bear, that precious things have been put in our hands and to do nothing to honor them is to do great 
harm. And therefore, this fearlessness allows us to make ourselves useful … It allows us to be generous!”

As you believe that God is doing awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, through us here on Gathering
Place Lane, as you believe that God can do things far greater than we could ever ask for or imagine in the
future, be courageous in your consideration and fearless in your gift. 

And through your giving, may you come to know patience (which is the capacity to embrace God in the 
present), trust (which is the willingness to relinquish to God the future), and community (which is God’s gift 
of fellow travelers on the Way.)

With a faith in your capacity and capability to give, I thank you in advance for your Fearless Giving!

Much Peace,

Pastor Rob

During its Oct. 21 meeting, St. Andrew’s 
Session began looking forward to Advent 
and determined this year’s Christmas 
Eve services will include in-person and 
pre-recorded elements.

For the three candlelight Christmas Eve 
services, 5 p.m. will be for all ages (being 
mindful of children), 7 p.m. will feature 
the Logos Choir, and 11 p.m. will include 
communion. 

In recent months, St. Andrew’s Act 
Justly group began discussing and 
writing a “Statement on Racial Equality 
and Reconciliation” on behalf of the 
congregation. After considering the 
statement for the past month, Session 
approved the final draft, which has been 
posted to the church website (http://
saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/
statement-of-racial-reconciliation).

For the past year, St. Andrew’s Building 
and Grounds Team has been working on 
a policy that would allow the use of 
alcohol at some events at St. Andrew, 
while providing the church with sufficient 
legal and insurance protection. Session 
approved the latest version of that policy.

Session also made some decisions 
regarding $28,000 that, at the beginning 
of the year, had been identified as a 
surplus from the 2021 budget. Elders 
approved dividing the money thus: 

$9,000 for debt reduction; $2,800 to 
Mission, Outreach, & Service, and the 
remainder to Buildings and Grounds for 
signage out in the front of the building. 

Finally, Session discussed the long-term 
service of Joellen Roffman and Ruth 
Dane, who recently announced they 
were stepping down as leaders of the 
church’s Fellowship Team. Pandemic 
concerns have kept the team from 
organizing congregation-wide events for 
the past 21 months, but the Fellowship 
Team, under the leadership of Joelle and 
Ruth, has had a long, important ministry 
of helping to keep the congregation 
connected.

The next Session meeting is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Thursday Nov. 18. For more 
information, visit http://saintandrew-
ic.org/who-we-are/session.
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4 5FEARLESS GIVING: ST. ANDREW STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2022 Dear Friends and Members of St. Andrew,
Approaching the fall pledging season, I applaud you for your gifts to St. Andrew over the past year. You know how 
to respond to God’s love through giving, and you are leaders in our community and beyond.

You will find pledge cards for the 2022 year at church and in your mailboxes during the first week of November. In 
January, Session and the Finance Team use your pledges to plan the budget for our programs and ministries in 
the coming year.  

We have been lucky this year to have multiple members of Session on the Stewardship Team. Recently, I asked 
them to reflect on the range of ways people give financially to St. Andrew.

Below, you will find their pro tips about giving financially and faithfully. We anticipate God’s Blessings and look 
forward to our next season of worship. We know you do also! 

Yours,

Christina Charis-Donelson

Bruce Walker says:
In the past, Dedi and I have elected to 
use Electronic Fund Transfer  to fulfill 
our General Fund pledge. That way we 
did not need to remember to send 
checks or deposit them in the 
collection plates.

Any 
additional 
donations 
can be sent 
by check 
for record 
keeping.

Currently, 
we are 
required to 
withdraw a 
stated 
amount 

from our retirement accounts. Our 
financial advisor is able to send 
designated sums directly to the church.

This was accomplished by exchanging 
the necessary information with John 
Benson, St. Andrew’s finance 
administor. The amount transferred 
can be modified from time to time.

It has been a convenient way to 
support the church.

In addition, estate plans can include 
designated bequests if you choose to 
do so.

Toni Van Voorhis says:
Although I much prefer to support local businesses, there are 
times when I need to order a product online. If my online 
purchase is via Amazon, I use Amazon Smile. 

This is because Amazon Smile offers the same products found 
on Amazon and becuase I can designate a charity (St. Andrew, 
of course!) to receive 0.5 percent of the item’s purchase price. 

Admittedly, this is a small amount, but every little bit helps.

Upon checking just now, St. Andrew has received $430 from 
this program. If you are using Amazon anyway, why not link St. 
Andrew and order via Smile?

Beth Anne Pigge says:
As part of the Stewardship Team, I mentioned to my 
teammates that I recently set up a Donor-Advised Fund, a 
charitable investment account that allows us to support the 
charities we care about. (To learn more visit https://
www.presbyterianfoundation.org/donor-advised-funds.)

Our primary giving is to St. Andrew  because we know 14 
percent of our giving goes directly to mission work. Over the 
years, I have been blessed with stock from my company and a 
Donor-Advised Fund allows us to move stock into this fund, to 
continue to invest the money (and hopefully grow it), and then 
to move it (when we choose) to a charity of our choice. 

A Donor-Advised Fund allows us to take an immediate tax deduction but allows us to 
stretch our giving out over time (for example, when we are no longer working). 

You can also contribute cash to a Donor-Advised Fund, it does not have to be stock. The 
main goal is to take a tax deduction now and then be able to disperse the funds over 
years. In my case, I have started very small, but hope it will grow over time. 

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH STEW
ARDSHIP
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6 THE MISSION OF ST. ANDREW IS ‘MISSION’ 7ST. ANDREW MAKING AN IMPACT WITH IMPACTO MINISTRY
What a joyful reunion St 
Andrew was able to 
celebrate in August with 
our Guatemalan 
missionary partners 
Pastor Luis Martinez, 
Dinora Martinez, and 
Andrea Mendez from 
Impacto Ministry.

Breakout sessions and an 
open house allowed many 
to get updates on their 
many ministries that 
continue to thrive and 
ones that have been 
started during the COVID 
pandemic.

Glory be to God for 
ongoing relationships as 
Happy Tummies families, 
abuelitos, sewing 
ministries, and pastors’ 
con-ference grow. And 
new ministries have come 
to fruition, including many 
church plants, internet 
educational opportunities, 
and even a jail ministry.

Once again the generosity of 
the St. Andrew community is 
cause for continued 
celebration. We recently sent 
donations in the following 
amounts:

 • $1,410 from the special 
offering take while Pastor Luis, 
Dinora, and Andrea were 
visiting.

 • $728 for the Healing Hands ministry.

 • $5,100 for construction on part of the four-plex housing 
project Impacto is building in the Lake Atitlán region of 
Guatemala.

In addition to gifts made through St. Andrew, money will 
continue to come for Impacto through Causeteam (previous One Mission). More information is available at https://www.causeteam.com/
causepages/detail/impacto-ministries-guatemala. And if you missed Pastor Luis’ message in August, you can find it by visiting https://
youtu.be/5lW6fWFCgoU.

¡Dios te Bendiga! (God Bless You!)

— Karna Wieck and Kathi Anderson

RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH M
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Since St. Andrew first began gathering as a congregation in the late 
1950s, a focus on Mission (with a capital M) has been a key directive to 
us as a Christian community. Throughout the past 63 years, our 
church’s bylaws, strategic plans, and budgets have consistently 
supported Mission through setting aside a significant percentage of any 
funds raised to be used locally, regionally, and globally.
 
Our Per Capita fees and our special denominational offers (One Great 
Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace & Global Witness, and 
Christmas Joy) have helped serve the broader Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). And our Locally Designated 
Benevolence Fund has been used by our Mission, Outreach, & 
Service Team to support:

· Individual missionaries with ties to the St. Andrew community.
· International Peacemakers visiting Eastern Iowa.
· St. Andrew teams serving in Haiti, Guatemala, Pittsburgh, 
and various flood-damaged cities in the U.S.
· As well as organizations who serve people in need in Johnson 
County (such as Shelter House, CommUnity, Houses into
Homes, and the Free Medical Clinic).

 
Over the decades, we've learned how our focus on Mission depends on 
forging connections between our friends and members and people 
serving on the global mission field. The Mission, Outreach, and Service 
Team has worked to do this through Adult Education programs, 
presentations by visiting missionaries during worship services, 
Alternative Christmas Markets, and other information displays in the 
church building.
 
In 2020, St. Andrew officially joined the Matthew 25 Movement within 
the PC(USA). Matthew 25 churches commit to be churches of action, 
with a special focus on serving people who are hungry, oppressed, 
imprisoned, or financially struggling. Please stay tuned for more 
opportunities to get involved with these actions.
 
The Mission, Outreach, and Service Team has been discussing future 
actions for the congregation. Our team members held a retreat in June 
to outline the purpose of our work and discuss how best to serve the congregation and those outside the church walls.
 
During those discussions, we learned that many St. Andrew members didn't know what the M, O, and S in our old acronym 
meant. Moving forward, we decided to refer to our team by its full name, so people would be reminded of our charge:
 

· Mission: To be disciples, acting as the hands and feet of Jesus to spread God’s love and work with our neighbors 
near and far.
· Outreach: To be able to go out of our building and comfort zones to meet people where they are and to listen to 
their needs.
· Service: To humbly enter into relationships with people through activities that attend to their needs and that bring us 
all more wholly into relationship with God.

 
In 2022, the Mission Outreach and Service Team plans to designate a significant amount of financial resources toward a 
single mission focus: Food Security. The plan is to continue support to our many mission partners but to focus our attention 
on a single area in which we will coordinate volunteer opportunities for the congregation.
 
We would love to have you join us—whether as volunteers and partners or as official members of our team. Please contact 
me or my co-chair, Paul Heidger, for more information.
 
— Cecilia Norris, co-chair of St. Andrew’s Mission, Outreach, and Service Team 

Mission, Outreach, and Service:

Co-chairs: Paul Heidger and Cecilia 
Norris.

Members: Staff: Pastor Rob Martin; 
Session: Elders Susie Engelhardt, 
Melissa Fath, Beth Anne Pigge, and 
Bruce Walker; Congregation: Paul 
Penn, Kent Short, Maria Story, Jan 
Taylor, and Karna Wieck.
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8 STEPHEN MINISTRY: RETREAT FOCUSING ON TRAUMA HEALING
The leaves are falling, and the air 
has a chill in it. What a whirlwind of 
a fall it has been with the return of 
two services and more in person 
activities in our lives. One of the 
best parts has been the return of 
more live music. 

It has been a joy to have the Logos 
Choir, Handbells, Brass, and 
Woodwinds leading our music in 
worship. 

If you have always been wishing to 
learn how to play handbells, pull out 
your old instrument from high 
school, or brush off your vocal cords 
and sing in the choir, now is the time 
to join other in leading music in 
worship! 

Also, if you play a stringed 
instrument, we are hoping to start a 
string ensemble that will meet 
occasionally to practice special pieces for 
worship. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
me, Lee Rabe, or Laura Kastens, and we will 
gladly get you all set!

Logos Choir Singing Regularly @ 11 a.m.

One thing for all worshippers to note is that the 
Logos Choir will be singing most Sundays 
during the 11 a.m. worship service. This 
schedule is different from the choir’s past 
practice of alternating servies, but its purpose 
is to provide consistency for worshippers and 
the members of the choir.

So, if you are interested in hearing the Logos 
Choir sing, check them out (in-person or 
online) at 11 a.m. Sundays.

New Accompanist & Organ Intern

We would also like to introduce you to our new 
choir accompanist and organ intern: Nicole 
Williams. iNicole s a sophomore at the 
University of Iowa. She is working towards two 
majors: Education Studies and Pipe Organ 
Performance. She also plans to earn a 
certificate in Entrepreneurial Management. 

Ultimately, Nicole plans to work as a Couple 
and Family Therapist and continue with her 
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entrepreneurial projects. She is originally from 
Burlington, but calls Iowa City her home now.    

Nicole will be accompanying the choir during 
rehearsals and on Sunday mornings. You will 
sometimes also see her accompanying from 
the Krapf Organ, and occasionally you’ll hear 
her playing a piece of service music on the 
organ as she learns and develops her organ 
skills.

Nicole is incredibly excited to be here and 
have the opportunity to play and learn on St. 
Andrew’s historic instrument.

We, too, are so excited to have Nicole here. 
When you see her in the building, please 
introduce yourself and welcome her. 

— Mary Jane Claassen, Interim Director of 
Music Ministries

Nicole Williams, Accompanist & Organ Intern
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10 11PHOTOS FROM OCTOBER’S FIRST WEDENESDAY NIGHT IGNITE!
This fall, members of the St. Andrew 
community are invited to set aside the first 
Wednesday evening of each month for a 
series of intergenerational events that we 
are calling, IGNITE: A Time to Feed Your 
Body, Mind, and Soul.

The food, fun, and fellowship continues at 
5:45 p.m. Wendesday Nov. 3 as we begin 
serving supper in the Atrium. (Because of 
current public health conditions, the meal 
will not be potluck, but will be prepared in 
the St. Andrew kitchen.) 

At 6:30 p.m., participants can choose fro the activites listed below. Music groups begin their regular practice at 7:30 p.m.

Randy Hausler will be leading Seventh and Eighth-graders 
down to The Hub for the weekly meeting of St. Andrew’s 
Junior High Ministry, better known as BASIC (Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ).

Heather Woodin will host a Shoebox Packing Party as 
part of St. Andrew’s annual Operation Christmas Child, 
through the Samaritan’s Purse organization. The boxes 
eventually will be collected, shipped, and distributed to 
children in need throughout the globe.   

Pastor Rob Martin will lead members of our community on 
a guided conversation. The questions and responses will 
give participants a chance to learn about the likes, loves, 
and spiritual leadings of individuals here at St. Andrew.

Pastor Kyle Otterbein will call on his training as a 
Gottman Institute 7 Principles Educator as he leads 
interested parents of teens in discussing the challenges of 
cultivating healthy relationships with our teens as they 
seek to survive (and thrive) in Junior and Senior High.
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
140 Gathering Place Lane
Iowa City, IA 52246

Website: www.saintandrew-ic.org
YouTube: http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube
Email: office@saintandrew-ic.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org
Phone: 319/338.7523

Worship Times: 8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. Sundays

Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives
If you would like to start/stop receiving the Messenger 
electronically, please email office@saintandrew-ic.org.

November 2021

Non Profit
Organization

US Postage Paid
Permit Number 66

Iowa City, IA

Address Service Requested

Pastoral, Ministry, and Administrative Staff

Pastors
  Rev. W. Robert Martin III, Lead Pastorrmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
      & Head of Staff
  Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastorkotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
  Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emerituspastormwm@gmail.com

Office
  John Benson, Finance Administratorfinance@saintandrew-ic.org
  Jeff Charis-Carlson, Director ofjcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org
      Communications & Media Ministries

Children, Youth, & Families
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministriesrhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’shwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
      & Family Ministries

Music
  Mary Jane Claassen Interim Directormclaassen@saintandrew-ic.org
      of Music Ministries
  Laura Kastens, Assistant Director oflkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
      Handbell Ministries
  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of`lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
      Instrumental Ministries 
  Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director ofnwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 
       Children’s Vocal Ministries

MESSENGER

http://rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
http://kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
http://pastormwm@gmail.com
http://finance@saintandrew-ic.org
http://jcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org
http://rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
http://hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
http://mclaassen@saintandrew-ic.org
http://lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
http://lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
http://nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org

