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A DIGITAL REALITY HAS 
ARRIVED IN THE LIFE OF 
THE BIG ‘C’ CHURCH—
AND IT ISN’T GOING AWAY!

Dear Ones,

If there is anything I have learned over the past year it is that a digital 
reality has arrived in the life of the big “C” Church—and it isn’t going 
away!

The Presbyterian Mission Office—which houses the communications 
office for the denomination—has offered up some interesting 
observations, ones that have been helpful to me as I think through 
what the “new normal” will look like in the days ahead. They note:

     • While most churchgoers don’t prefer digital gatherings for 
worship, 35 percent are interested in having both physical and digital 
options.

     • Folks report they want more bite-size spiritual content throughout 
the week, but as leaders we’re still focused on Sunday morning.

     • The day of the “sage on the stage” is quickly coming to an end. 
The “I preach/you listen” model is over—especially for the younger 
generation. 

     • “Hybrid Church” should be considered part of all aspects of our 
church and the disciple-making process. 

These observations rattle my cage a bit, but nevertheless I think it is 
a good shake-up. The Church itself has been in a “stuck place” for 
many years, even decades if we are truly honest and forthright. So 
what are the trends that we will have to grapple with at St. Andrew as 
we live into being a post-pandemic church?

Carey Nieuwhof is a former lawyer and the founding pastor of 
Connexus Church. He is the author of several best-selling books, 
including his latest, Didn’t See It Coming, and speaks to leaders 
around the world about leadership in the midst of change. Carey 
elaborates on the following trends we will need to be observant of as 
leaders and members of St. Andrew. He observes:

The Majority of Our Worship Attenders May No Longer Be in the 
Room: Physical church attendance has been in decline for decades 
and COVID in all likelihood accelerated that trend. Yet for years, most 

This screenshot shows video of Pastor Rob Martin delivering his Prompting during a Sunday morning service

church leaders didn’t know how to handle anyone who engaged the 
message or mission of the church outside of their facility. Moving 
forward, church leaders will need to realize that people who are 
engaging from home or other places will count just as much as those 
who are physically attending in a facility.

Content  Alone Won’t  Cut It; Community and Connection Will: 
The rush in 2020 was to get content online, which was completely 
natural and appropriate. Heading into 2021, the mood around content 
is shifting. Church leaders are complaining that views are down 
because people are “Zoomed out” or “Screened out.” Sure, the spike 
in screen time has been a shock to all our systems. But just because 
you personally feel screened out doesn’t mean the culture is. If you 
think people are screened out, run your theory by TikTok or 
Instagram. Apparently, people aren’t nearly as done with screens as 
church leaders think. 

Which leads us into the third trend. Yes, content matters because 
sharing the Word of God matters … immensely. However, many 
Christians now realize that they can watch or listen to their favorite 

preachers, content creators, and voices in the world 
today any time for free.

So they do.

Growing churches (and yes, that includes small and 
mid-sized churches too) will realize that connection 
and community will win out over content in the end, 
and they’ll focus their resources there. It is 
important to produce the best content you can, but 
make the goal connecting with people. When you 
provide connection (getting to know people, moving 
them into community, caring for them), it will 
provide a loyalty and sense of tribe that people 
can’t get elsewhere. Therefore, make the goal of 
digital content connection, not consumption.

The Political and Ideological Churches Will 
Lose Influence with Those Seeking a 
Community of Faith: If 2020 surfaced anything, 
it’s how political and ideological some kinds of 
churches have become. It’s easy in a tribalized 
culture to become tribal. 

And while that might score some points with like-
minded people who are angry and self-righteous 
(both are characteristics of the political left and the 
right), in the long run it will diminish your influence 
with the people you’re trying to reach.

The Rev. W. Robert Martin III has 
been the Lead Pastor and Head of 

Staff of St. Andrew Presbyterian 
Church since January 2021.
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“It is not a failure to readjust 
our sails to fit the waters we 
find ourselves in.” 
      

     — Mackenzi Lee

2 3

People searching for a faith community aren’t 
looking for an echo of the culture, they’re seeking 
an alternative to it.

That’s a lot to think about—and it will be a lot for the 
leadership of Saint Andrew to consider as we move 
forward into a “new normal.” But as we discern and 
discuss the way forward, I urge you to hold the 
Staff, the Session and the Deacons in your deepest 
thoughts and most devoted prayers.

In this new day, the author Mackenzi Lee offers us 
good guidance when she writes, “It is not a failure 
to readjust our sails to fit the waters we find 
ourselves in.” 

May we adjust our sails well!

Much Peace,

Pastor Rob
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR KYLE:
RENEWAL, RE-ORIENTATION,
AND RECONNECTION

The Rev. Kyle Otterbein will soon began his 23rd year of ministry 
as Associate Pastor of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church.

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH GIVING

5

Sabbath integrates sustained attention to the graciousness of God 
within a life of service and devotion. Sabbath rest is richly woven 
throughout the Hebrew/Christian fabric of a whole and holy life. 
The command to rest one day in seven in reflection of God’s holy 
rest establishes Sabbath rest as a core practice of a vital life. 

This weekly rhythm was writ large in the complementary 
commands to rest the land in the seventh year and to celebrate 
the Jubilee Year in the 50th when debts were canceled and the 
land restored. 

I have asked St. Andrew’s Session for a period of Sabbath rest 
and renewal in order to re-orient myself within the core practices of 
Christian discipleship, to re-connect myself with my family and key 
friendships that I have been gifted with, and to re-imagine my 
pastoral calling in the life of our congregation. 

I have spent over a decade providing ongoing continuity and 
leadership within St. Andrew as we have served and worshipped 
through several leadership transitions. And for a season or more, I 
have experienced a need for my own refreshment and renewal. In 
order for me to serve St. Andrew with energy, imagination, 
intelligence, and love in a sustainable way, I need to enter a 
season of Sabbath. 

I am grateful for the Session and the Presbytery of East Iowa has 
approved my request for a sabbatical this summer, from June 15 
through August 16. During my time away from St. Andrew, in 
addition to re-connecting with my extended family, I will be 
focusing on the following areas:

   • Regular conversations with a Mentor/Spiritual coach 
(contracted with through Columbia Theological Seminary 
Coaching program).

   • Weekly discussions with three other mentor/colleagues in 
which the talk will center on discipleship, daily Christian practices, 
emerging forms of discipleship and mission, and ministry in our 
new cultural context.

   • Engagement in daily spiritual disciplines of daily prayer, biblical 
and spiritual reading, and spiritual direction.

My goal would be to re-establish sustainable practices of core 

4

discipling commitments so that I can pass them on to others, 
practicing a kind of active contemplation on how to integrate 
essential Christian practices into life.

As this sabbatical is timed during the time in our church calendar 
when programs are on vacation, there are no specific program 
activities that will need to be covered. I’ve already spoken with the 
lay leaders from my teams on which I serve as staff liaison, and 
Pastor Rob Martin will remain on-hand for preaching on Sunday 
and other pastoral ministires during the week.

I would ask for your prayers during this time of Renewal, Re-
Orientation, and Reconnection, even as I will be praying for you 
daily.

Blessings,

Pastor Kyle

On May 19, 2021, the Session gathered with 
St. Andrew’s Junior High Ministry to hear faith 
statements from nine confirmands ready to 
enter into church membership: Isaac 
DeGroot, Riley Garibay, Thomas Gibson, 
Sophie Goers, Ivy Hendrickson, Zander 
Junge, Maxine Pech, Claire Vittetoe, and 
Grace Elizabeth Young. The group was 
accepted into membership and welcomed by 
the congregtion during the Sunday worship 
service on May 23.

During its regularly scheduled meeting on 
May 20, 2021, St. Andrew’s Session gave its 
approval to Pastor Rob Martin’s Letter to the 
Congregation asking everyone worshipping 
in-person on Sunday mornings to continue 
wearing masks. The Session also approved 
the hiring of Jeff Charis-Carlson for a three-
quarter-time position as Director of 
Communications and Media Ministries .

Earlier in the month, Session approved 
Pastor Kyle Otterbein’s request for a nine-

Highlights from the Session Meetings on May 19 & 20, 2021

week Sabbatical (see Page 4), and Session 
received word that the Presbytery of East 
Iowa approved the request as well. Pastor 
Kyle is making plans to be gone from the 
Iowa City area from June 15 to August 16.

Session received, with regret, the 
resignations of Elders Karen Raynor and 
Crispin Ng’oma. Those vacancies will be 
added to the ballot of congregational officers 
that will be voted on during the 
Congregational Meeting, which has been set 
for 11 a.m. Sunday June 13. (The hybrid 
meeting will be the Sanctuary, for those who 
plan to attend in-person, as well as on Zoom, 

for those who plan to attend remotely.

Session also voted to allow Dan Steele to 
step down after several years serving on the 
Land Sales Team and approved Elder 
Becka Simpson to fill the vacancy.

The celebration of Communion in August 
was moved from the first Sunday to the 
second Sunday of the month. Neither pastor 
will be available on Aug. 2, and a guest 
minister, the Rev. Sarah Goettsch, has 
been scheduled to preach that day.

The Session also approved the following 
requests for mission funding:
• $3,000 for continued annual funding of Drs. 
Sharon and Lynn Fogleman
• $1,500 to the Ludvicek Family Aviation 
Fellowship in Papua, Indonesia.
• $1,200 in emergency supplement to the 
Frey Family Mission to Kosovo.
• $1,500 to supplement St. Andrew’s 
Pentecost Offering.

St. Andrew’s Church Finances in Numbers and Words
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RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH OUTREACH

6 7ST. ANDREW’S GARDEN (AND 
GENEROSITY) IS IN BLOOM

WORKING WITH THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS 
TO BE GOOD NEIGHBORS

It was a bit drizzly and cold at the Lettuce Feed Other Garden on 
May 28. It was worth getting damp as CommUnity Food Bank 
was happy to get fresh lettuce, spinach, radishes, kale, 
asparagus, chives, and cilantro for that afternoon's distribution. 
Thanks to Becky Mullins, Jan Taylor and Kathy Duys for 
harvesting, washing and bagging today's harvest. During May we 
have donated about 30 pounds of produce to the food banks. 
Spring vegetables don't weigh much, but they are tasty!
 
A new outreach this year has been to donate plants to help feed 
the community. Thanks to Clyde Seery starting many crops from 
seed this year, we have been able to donate more than 650 
tomato plants to our community partners like Pheasant Ridge 
Neighborhood Center, CommUnity, Coralville Food Pantry, 
ICCompassion, Inside Out, and North Liberty Baptist Church.

We also have given them extra basil and pepper plants. These 
organizations either have community gardens or are providing the 
plants to clients to grow in their own yards or garden plots. Simple 
instructions for growing tomatoes were given in English, Spanish, 
and French. In addition, St. Andrew members are growing 50 
plants through the Adopt-a-Tomato program.

What a special blessing!  
 
On May 31, more than 250 tomato plants were planted in the 
garden thanks to many volunteers. We have planted tomatoes 
inside and outside the fence to increase our production. Okra, 
peppers, beans, and cucumbers are growing, so we should have 
a lot of produce coming.
 
If you haven't been in the garden recently, stop by. It looks great. 
The flowers are blooming. Feel free to take some pretty blooms to 
someone who would enjoy them. Every raised bed is full. Get 
ready for a major lettuce harvest!

— Becka Simpson, Elder

May 31 was tomato planting day. An multi-generational 
group of St. Andrew members and family drilled holes, 
added nutrients, gently coaxed the plants into place and 
watered. Panels were installed in the garden and more 
tomatoes planted. There will be plenty for the food pantries 
and for salsa. Volunteers included Clyde Seery, Becka 
Simpson, Kathy Duys, Becky Mullins, Becky Sladek, Jan 
Taylor, Paul and Pat Penn, Nichole, Neveah and Lily 
Hoffman, Kathi and Mateo Anderson, Dedi Walker and 
family members, Tony and Addy, Kristi and Ava.

St. Andrew is pleased to be in partnership with 
Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County as part of a 
joint effort to feed families with young children. 

Neighborhood Centers received a grant to provide 
monthly food bags and grocery vouchers to 75 families 
for six months. St. Andrew members gathered on May 
18 to fill the bags, which center staff and church 
volunteers distributed May 19 at the Pheasant Ridge 
Neighborhood Center.

The recipients took home four bags of food, including 
fresh fruit and veggies, and a $30 voucher to 
one of three local ethnic grocery stores. And 
the bonus gift of the day, for those who were 
interested: A tomato plant from St. Andrew’s 
Lettuce Feed Others garden!

Thank you to the volunteers who formed a 
great assembly line to get the work done 
quickly and joyfully! We are planning a 
similar effort in June for the Broadway Street 
Neighborhood Center.

— Heather Woodin, director of Children’s 
and Family Ministries
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RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH YOUTH PROGRAM

M
ING

8 9SUMMER PLANS @ ST. 
SUMMER PLANS @ ST. ANDREWAlthough there have been innumerable 

challenges during the past 15 months, St. 
Andrew also been blessed by how our virtual 
worship experiences have highlighted the many 
visual artists across our church family.

In further celebration of our congregation’s 
creative gifts and talents, St. Andrew's Access & 
Inclusive Mission (AIM) will hold an All Abilities 
Celebration Art Exhibit in the St. Andrew 
Atrium from June 10-27.

The deadline for submissions has passed, but 
any friends of St. Andrew were eligible to 
submit one piece of artwork or photography.

This year’s exhibit is also in conjunction with the 
All Abilities Celebration Service that will be held 
during St. Andrew’s regular worship time on 
Sunday June 13.

The scriptural theme for the day is from 1 Samuel 
15:7: “For the LORD does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks on the heart.”

For information, contact the church office, or visit 
the exhibit page on the church website: http://
saintandrew-ic.org/mission-service/all-abilities-art-gallery-2021.

Camp Stronghold Day Camp will be run by the 
BASIC Leaders and Randy Hausler. We will be 
meeting each morning in the Youth Room at St. 
Andrew for opening devotions followed by a full 
morning of singing, games, and other exciting 
programming. After a delicious lunch, we then will fill 
out afternoons with more exciting programs. Students 
will be have the opportunity throughout the week to 
really examine their faith and what it means to have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

FAITHS (Friends Acting In The Holy Spirit): 
FAITHS is a summer mission day camp for 
students entering 7th-12th grade. We will spend 
each morning doing service projects in the Iowa 
City area and serving a lunch to grandparent-
age members of our congregation on Friday. Our 
days will begin at 8:30 a.m., with devotions and 
directions. Our work will end at noon. Due to 
COVID-19 restraints, we will be asking 
participants  meet-up and drop off at our 
locations around Iowa City/Coralville. The 
locations and directions will be sent out one 
week prior to FAITHS Week! 

Ocean Commotion: A Stay-at-Home 
Vacation Bible School Kits are ready for 
pick up! If you ordered one, check your 
email for pick-up instructions. If you want to 
order one for a child in your life, contact 
Heather Woodin. It's an ocean of fun! 
Meanwhile, check out our original VBS 
Theme Song, written by the fabulous Dave 
Duys: https://youtu.be/wOq784zM1s0.

Artwork by Lily Hoffman, Piers Heidger, and Mateo Anderson.

http://saintandrew-ic.org/mission-service/all-abilities-art-gallery-2021
http://saintandrew-ic.org/mission-service/all-abilities-art-gallery-2021
https://youtu.be/wOq784zM1s0
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challenges during the past 15 months, St. 
Andrew also been blessed by how our virtual 
worship experiences have highlighted the many 
visual artists across our church family.

In further celebration of our congregation’s 
creative gifts and talents, St. Andrew's Access & 
Inclusive Mission (AIM) will hold an All Abilities 
Celebration Art Exhibit in the St. Andrew 
Atrium from June 10-27.

The deadline for submissions has passed, but 
any friends of St. Andrew were eligible to 
submit one piece of artwork or photography.

This year’s exhibit is also in conjunction with the 
All Abilities Celebration Service that will be held 
during St. Andrew’s regular worship time on 
Sunday June 13.

The scriptural theme for the day is from 1 Samuel 
15:7: “For the LORD does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks on the heart.”

For information, contact the church office, or visit 
the exhibit page on the church website: http://
saintandrew-ic.org/mission-service/all-abilities-art-gallery-2021.

Camp Stronghold Day Camp will be run by the 
BASIC Leaders and Randy Hausler. We will be 
meeting each morning in the Youth Room at St. 
Andrew for opening devotions followed by a full 
morning of singing, games, and other exciting 
programming. After a delicious lunch, we then will fill 
out afternoons with more exciting programs. Students 
will be have the opportunity throughout the week to 
really examine their faith and what it means to have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

FAITHS (Friends Acting In The Holy Spirit): 
FAITHS is a summer mission day camp for 
students entering 7th-12th grade. We will spend 
each morning doing service projects in the Iowa 
City area and serving a lunch to grandparent-
age members of our congregation on Friday. Our 
days will begin at 8:30 a.m., with devotions and 
directions. Our work will end at noon. Due to 
COVID-19 restraints, we will be asking 
participants  meet-up and drop off at our 
locations around Iowa City/Coralville. The 
locations and directions will be sent out one 
week prior to FAITHS Week! 

Ocean Commotion: A Stay-at-Home 
Vacation Bible School Kits are ready for 
pick up! If you ordered one, check your 
email for pick-up instructions. If you want to 
order one for a child in your life, contact 
Heather Woodin. It's an ocean of fun! 
Meanwhile, check out our original VBS 
Theme Song, written by the fabulous Dave 
Duys: https://youtu.be/wOq784zM1s0.

Artwork by Lily Hoffman, Piers Heidger, and Mateo Anderson.

http://saintandrew-ic.org/mission-service/all-abilities-art-gallery-2021
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Over the past 15 months, the size of the in-
person congregation has grown considerably 
for St. Andrew’s 9:30 a.m. single Sunday 
service.

With widespread vaccinations and dwindling 
infection rates for COVID-19, we recently have 
experienced several weeks of more than 100 
people worshiping on-site in the Sanctuary.

It’s been inspiring to watch St. Andrew 
transform into a truly hybrid congregation—
one that allows people to enter into worship in 
whatever way works best for them. 

To meet the needs of our growing in-person 
congregation, the church staff and the Worship 
Team have been planning on when to begin 
the transition from the current single service to 
multiple services.

The current plans are to begin offering two 
services each Sunday (one at 8:30 a.m., 
and the other at 11 a.m.) starting 
September 12, the Sunday after Labor Day. 

Coffee will be available in the Atrium, both 
services will be livestreamed, and Sunday 
School will be held during the Christian 
Education Hour between services.

September 12 also will be the kick-off for fall 
programming for the St. Andrew community. 
Throughout the season, the focus will be more 
on special events and shorter-term 
commiment projects.

Stay tuned for more information as the 
schedule comes togther. In the meantime, 
Save-the-Date information about two such 
special events are included below on this 
page.
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Over the past 15 months, the size of the in-
person congregation has grown considerably 
for St. Andrew’s 9:30 a.m. single Sunday 
service.

With widespread vaccinations and dwindling 
infection rates for COVID-19, we recently have 
experienced several weeks of more than 100 
people worshiping on-site in the Sanctuary.

It’s been inspiring to watch St. Andrew 
transform into a truly hybrid congregation—
one that allows people to enter into worship in 
whatever way works best for them. 

To meet the needs of our growing in-person 
congregation, the church staff and the Worship 
Team have been planning on when to begin 
the transition from the current single service to 
multiple services.

The current plans are to begin offering two 
services each Sunday (one at 8:30 a.m., 
and the other at 11 a.m.) starting 
September 12, the Sunday after Labor Day. 

Coffee will be available in the Atrium, both 
services will be livestreamed, and Sunday 
School will be held during the Christian 
Education Hour between services.

September 12 also will be the kick-off for fall 
programming for the St. Andrew community. 
Throughout the season, the focus will be more 
on special events and shorter-term 
commiment projects.

Stay tuned for more information as the 
schedule comes togther. In the meantime, 
Save-the-Date information about two such 
special events are included below on this 
page.
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to two services on Sunday September 12, 2021)
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