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Dear Ones,
     
As we enter the second half of 2021, we have much to celebrate and 
reflect upon in the life of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church. I was 
honored to join you in ministry at the end of January, and I am ever-
grateful for the work and witness we have organized and accomplished 
together over the past few months: 
   • Monthly food baskets for families through our collaboration with 
Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County.
   • Hiring Jeff Charis-Carlson as Director of Communications and 
Media Ministries for SAPC.
   • Facility repairs and upkeep.
   • Continued local, national, and international support through the 
Mission, Outreach, and Service Team.
   • The completion and dedication of the Children’s Playground on the 
back campus.
   • A full-slate election of new church officers and ministry team 
members.
   • Continued and consistent pay-down of our building debt.
   • Summer FAITHS and CAMP STRONGHOLD events.
   • Renewed connections with Presbytery of East Iowa.
   • Host site for the statewide Parkinson’s Symposium (Aug. 27); the 
East Iowa Pastor’s Retreat (Aug. 28); and the city-wide Service of 
Lament, Hope, and Healing (to be led by Stephen Ministries at 2 p.m. 
Aug. 22).
   • Host and practice site for the community musical Children of Eden to be performed on Sept. 10 and 11.
   
These significant events in the life of SAPC demonstrate that our remarkable church and dedicated 
congregation is filled with the Holy Spirit moving in and around us. That same Spirit is equipping us, even 
now, for the work God is calling us to undertake in Christ’s name throughout the remainder of this year. I 
am deeply grateful for the leadership of the Session, the Deacons, and our fine staff—and for so many of 
you who work tirelessly behind the scenes with the Spirit’s nudge and nurture.
    
In his Letter to the Ephesians, Paul described the tangible impact the Holy Spirit had on an ancient church 
in transition: Now to the One who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than we can ask or imagine, to God be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. Your Stewardship Team is confident that “the power at work within us” today will 
guide us through the rest of 2021.  Your gifts help SAPC to accomplish far more than we as a community 
in Christ can ever ask for or imagine!
   
Thank you for your support, for your prayers, and for the very person you are, made in the image of the 
Divine!
     
Much Peace,

Pastor Rob
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Iowa City, Iowa
Email: rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org | Cell: 650-283-0167

St. Andrew’s Church Finances in Numbers and Words
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RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH OUTREACH

4 5CELEBRATING THE JOURNEY: 
EIGHT YEARS OF FEEDING GOD’S 
CHILDREN WORLDWIDE

AS WE AGE, OUR GOALS 
(AND OUR PRAYERS) 
BEGIN TO CHANGE
I turned 50 not too long ago and realized that my body isn’t 
keeping up the pace quite like it used to. I used to run for hours at 
a time, and now I get winded taking the dog for a walk. It made 
me realize that if I hope to keep up with my children in the years 
ahead, I need to make a conscious effort to walk more often. 

As we age, our goals naturally change. It isn’t how fast we can 
finish the race anymore; it is maintaining the steady pace to make 
it to the finish line. Or maybe the goal changes to being a 
cheerleader on the sidelines for someone else who is running that 
proverbial race. 

I think it is during these periods when we feel that we just aren’t very 
strong that the grace of Christ feels particularly potent. 

We don’t need to power through. We can lean on Christ; we can rest in 
Christ. We are not alone in any of our struggles or endurance events. The 
Christian meaning of grace is the help given to us by God because God 
desires us to have it. 

I was taught that the Grace of God was unconditional and not based on merit, so I also think of grace as a space of acceptance. It is a 
lovely thought — to realize that Christ sees and knows our weaknesses, and without judgment, offers us his strength. 

I hope this month you feel relief and joy in asking Christ for his assistance and strength to meet whatever weakness may be plaguing you. 
Christ may even gently guide you to something new: a new activity, a new friendship, a new way to serve our neighbors, a new way of 
enriching an old relationship, a new way to experience the beauty of his creation. 

In whatever form, may the Grace of Christ be with you.

— Kerri Goers, co-moderator of the St. Andrew Prayer Team

Dear friends of the Iowa City MobilePack Event,

The pandemic has given pause for our team to take some time to 
prayerfully evaluate the future of the Iowa City MobilePack event. 
We have made the incredibly hard decision to end our leadership 
of hosting a local packing event. While many factors were part of 
our decision, two stand out: the belief we all have in Feed My 
Starving Children and its mission which will fuel ongoing financial 
support beyond our mobile packing event and our proximity to 
permanent packing sites which will allow 
us to rock our hairnets at any given time.

We are forever grateful for the opportunity 
to lead this event, to meet all of you, and 
to work side-by-side to feed God's 
children. We are looking toward to creating 
our own traditions to keep this important 
work moving forward and to stay 
connected to FMSC. We hope you will do 
the same – here's how:

1. Keep giving to FMSC at large! (Donate 
Anytime)
2. Make a new tradition with your 
people and visit one of the many permanent packing sites in the country as 
close as Illinois and Minnesota! (Pack Meals Anytime)
3. Consider hosting an event; we are just an email away if you have 
questions (see below).

You have all been an integral part of the great work we have done together. 
And this journey has been about so much more than food; our spirits have 
been fed locally and around the world. 

In addition to the virtual fundraiser we held in 2020, which raised $30,000 to 
feed three villages, our community has come together to pack 1,134,864 
meals over seven meal packing events (2013-2019) and those meals were 
shipped to 11 different partners in 8 different countries. 

We have impacted the lives of children in El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, North Korea, and the Philippines. The cherry 
on the top is the $3034.38 check we just mailed to FMSC as we closed our 
checking account, which will provide an additional 12,643 meals. Absolutely 
amazing!

Thank you, thank you, thank you for helping make this possible. We will treasure the memories we have made 
forever!

In Christ,
Janice Baldes, janicebaldes@gmail.com
Rebecca Schuchert, rebecca@shoeheart.com
Cindy Vonderhaar, cindy.vonderhaar@gmail.com

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.’ 
Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.”
      

     — II Corinthians 12:9
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6 IF IOWA CITY CAN’T GO TO IMPACTO, IMPACTO WILL COME TO IOWA CITY

Throughout most of June, the Atrium featured artwork form friends and 
members of St. Andrew celebrating the spectrum of talents and abilities 
without our broader congregation.

This year’s exhibit was sponsored by St. Andrew’s Access & Inclusive 
Mission (AIM) and curated by Kathi Anderson  and Marcia Murphy. 
The display also was offered in conjunction with the All Abilities 
Celebration Worship Service that was held on June 13.

The scriptural theme for the day was from 1 Samuel 15:7: “For the 
LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”

Information about all the artists and artworks included in the exhibit can 
be found on the church website at http://saintandrew-ic.org/mission-
service/all-abilities-art-gallery-2021.

Here are notes about upcoming events for children, families, and people of all ages.  I hope you will participate!

Meet-Up: Chalk Up the Summer

The next St. Andrew Meet-Up is scheduled for 2-4 p.m. Friday July 16 
at Melrose Meadows (350 Dublin Drive, Iowa City). The event will be 
led by Bryce Cox, two-time winner of Mt. Vernon’s Chalk the Walk 
Festival. Kids and adults will use chalk to decorate the sidewalks. We 
need some participants to draw, but we also need more people to 
watch, support the artists, chat with each other and the residents, sip 
lemonade, and munch cookies. Join us to draw (no experience 
necessary) or join us to socialize.
 • From 2 to 3 p.m., we’ll be at the front of the building.
 • From 3 to 4 p.m. we’ll be at the back of the building.

Children of Eden

Rehearsals are underway for Children of Eden, the musical St. Andrew will host in 
September. The show includes biblical scenes in which children portray a variety 
of animals, and the producers are looking for St. Andrew kids, ages 6-12, who 
would be interested in performing. Choreographer Taylor Gomez will be holding a 
movement session from 12:30-1:30 p.m. Saturday July 24 in the area outside the 
lower parking lot. No formal dance training is necessary, just a willingness to 
move creatively.

School Supplies Drive

The Children’s Ministry Team, Guatemala Team, and others are working 
together to collect school supplies. The sales are starting, so please consider 
buying extra as you purchase supplies for your children. The supplies 
collected at St. Andrew will be divided among local students in need, children 
in Guatemala, and Operation Christmas Child/The Shoebox Project. All 
supplies are welcome—pencils, pens, crayons, notebooks, paper, glue sticks, 
markers, scissors, colored pencils, sticky notes, calculators, backpacks, and 
more. Drop them in the bin in the atrium. Thank you for your support!

VBS Kits

We will be winding down our Vacation Bible School At-Home kits in August. If you want a kit, talk to Heather. 
The activities and projects are good for kids of all ages, from preschoolers to junior high. 

— Heather Woodin, Director of Children's and Family Ministry

SUMMER ACTIVITIES FOR PEOPLE OF ALL AGES

ST. ANDREW CELEBRATES ALL ABILITIES THROUGH WORSHIP AND ART

Since 2015, St. Andrew has sent several 
missions teams to Impacto Ministries in 
the Lake Atitlán region of Guatemala. 
Those teams have expanded the ministry 
relationships between Impacto and St. 
Andrew to include everything from 
elaborate sewing projects to sight-saving 
medical interventions.

COVID concerns have cancelled plans for 
mission trips over the past 16 months, but 
our thoughts and prayers have remained 
with the extended Martinez/Mendez 
families and with the other Impacto staff 
and volunteers. We have continued to 
offer financial support for the Happy 
Tummies children’s program and for the 
housing plans for the abuelitos y 
abuelitas. And our Sewing For Others 
Team has been working to send dozens of quilts to Guatemala.

As we prayerfully continue to make plans to return to Impacto’s aptly named 
Promised Land campus, the Impacto staff also has been making plans to 
visit us. Impacto's Pastor Luis Martinez will be visiting Iowa City during the 
last weekend in August along with his wife Dinora and his daughter, Andrea 
Mendez.

There will be multiple opportunities on Saturday August 28 to meet with 
(and learn from) our Guatemalan friends — including an open house from 2 
to 4 p.m. in the Atrium. And Pastor Luis will be delivering the message 
during St. Andrew's regular worship service on Sunday August 29.

Stay tuned to the church website, the St. Andrew app, and our Facebook 
page for additional details as plans develop. For more information, contact 
Kathi Anderson or Karna Wieck.
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