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From the Leadership 

 

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear, … Jesus came and stood among them and said, 'Peace be with 
you.’” (John 20:19) 
 
In their efforts to help slow the spread of COVID-19, public health 
officials are surely right to ask us all to maintain a safe distance 
from one another. But I wish they would talk about this practice in 
terms of “physical distancing” rather than “social distancing.” 

 
After all, we are social creatures, 
hardwired to need each other. It’s better 
for our mental health and happiness 
when we find ways to work in 
partnership.  
 
Over the past decade, the staff, elders, 
and deacons of St. Andrew have learned 
a key lesson very well: “The church is 
the people, not the building.” That’s why 
we have been responding to this time of 
“physical distancing” by focusing on 

“distance ministry”: helping us all stay connected through 
livestreaming our worship service, hosting our meet-ups online, 
organizing video Zoom meetings — as well as by handwriting 
cards and making audio-only telephone calls. 
 
We likewise have been calling on St. Andrew members to reach 
out to one another. As we all shelter at home as much as 
possible, we each need encouragement from our church family 
and reminders of the spiritual community to which we belong. 
That’s what helps give meaning to what we do.  
 
While we are physically distancing, we can do with our words 
what we cannot do with a touch. While we cannot shake hands 
or hug each other, we can still show signs of greeting – like 
bowing, lifting our hand, etc. We can still tell people how much 
we look forward to seeing them in person, to embracing them, to being near enough to wipe away a tear. 
 
In the meantime, we are asking all our members to make frequent use of St. Andrew’s online directory, available through the church 
app or on the church website (http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/church-photo-directory). You can find mailing addresses, phone 
numbers, and other contact information for those church friends you are not yet “friends” with on Facebook.  
 
I hear stories all the time of how neighbors and friends find new ways to hang out: sitting across the street in their own yard within 
viewing distances of each other, getting out to buy groceries, driving by in the street waving at people … this is the time to be 
innovative! Do it! 
 
Peace be with you, 

  

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

A Note from Pastor Danie ... 

Is your information up-to-date in the directory? 

During this time of 
physical distancing, it's 
never been more 
important for members 
of St. Andrew's broader 
church family to have 
information about how 
to call each other, how 
to email each other, 
how to send cards and 
support packages to 

each other. 

You may view or 
download the latest 
version of St. Andrew's 
Online Church Directory directly to your desktop computer from 
the church website: http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/church-
photo-directory. The PDF version is updated continuously, but 
you will need to contact the office for the password. The Church 
Directory is also available to download to your iPhone, iPad, or 
Android by downloading the free Instant Church Directory 
Members App.  
 
If you have trouble accessing St. Andrew's Online Directory –  
or if you have any difficulty updating your photo and contact info 
– contact the church office (office@saintandrew-ic.org). 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/church-photo-directory
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/church-photo-directory
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/church-photo-directory
mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org?subject=Church%20Directory
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From the Leadership 

Session Highlights, April 16, 2020        by Jeff Charis-Carlson  

During its April 16 meeting, St. Andrew’s 
Session voted to create some longterm, 
rollover accounts for larger maintenance 
items and interiors projects. The vote will 
allow Session to set aside money for 
projects (like new pews and HVAC repair) 
year by year, rather than solely through 
the annual operating budget. 
 
Session also heard the report of the 
Pastor Nominating Team, which has 
named Becka Simpson and Aaron 
Shileny as co-moderators and Sara Penn 
as the secretary. The committee, which 
was elected unanimously in the April 5 
Congregational Meeting, has begun 
writing the “Ministry Information Form” 
that will serve as the “help wanted ad” for 
St. Andrew’s next called pastor. The 
committee hopes to have a draft of that 
form ready for Session to consider by 
next month. (Updates on the committee’s 
progress will be posted to the church 
website: http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/
searching-for-a-new-pastor .) 
 
Session also clarified its building use 
policy during the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
keeping with the governor’s restrictions on 
gatherings of more than 10 people, 
Session voted last month to continue with 
livestream-only for worship services on 
Sunday until the elders determine that it is 
safe to return to public worship.  
 
The building doors remain locked 
throughout the week, and the building has 
been closed to the public for all 
nonessential activities. Staff members 
have the option to work from home 
whenever possible. (An update the 
church’s COVID response can be found 
here: https://bit.ly/SAPC-COVID.)  
 
Session likewise voted to discontinue in-
person children’s and youth programming 
until Session determines that it is safe to 

gather again. The vote impacts the 
planning for summer youth programs, 
including Stronghold, VBS, FAITHS, and 
the Pittsburgh Project. (The staff is 
working on online and distance 
alternatives to those programs — see 
page 10 of the Messenger.)  
 
Session also approved the Finance 
Team’s motion to apply to Two Rivers 
Bank for a forgivable loan under the new 
Cares Act Paycheck Protection Program. 
The congregation’s financial condition 
remains very strong, but out of an 
abundance of caution during the 
pandemic, St. Andrew is applying for a 
loan that would cover eight weeks of 
payroll and utilities. Under the new 
program, a loan approved for that limited 
amount is potentially forgivable — and 
any part deemed not forgivable has an 
interest rate of only 1 percent annually. “ 
 
The Building and Grounds Team has 
adjusted the contract with the church’s 
custodial service. Until Session reopens 
the building to the public, the cleaners will 
come only once a week to focus on deep 
cleaning needs that don’t usually get 
addressed while the building is being 
used regularly.  
 
In terms of external mission, Session 

approved the following funding requests 
from the Mission, Outreach & Service 
Team: 
 $1,000 to Iowa City Compassion to 

support its outreach to the local 
immigrant community. 

 $1,000 to Impacto, our mission 
partner in Guatemala. 

 $675 as an advance on Marcia 
Murphy’s new book, published in 
conjunction with her AIM/MHI 
ministries. 

 $2,500 to the Free Medical Clinic to 
provide medical care for those 
without insurance. 

 $1,000 to the Center for Worker 
Justice to help workers find resources 
and assistance during this disruptive 
time of business closure and job 
layoffs. 

 $2,095 to the Presbyterian Education 
Board of Pakistan to cover the tuition 
for an additional 3 students once they 
are able to return to school after 
COVID. 

 
Even as we are scattered and physically 
distanced from one another, the work of 
the church goes on. You all remain in our 
prayers, as we hope we remain in yours. 
 
The next Session meeting is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Thursday May 21. 

St. Andrew's Session meets at 7 pm on the third Thursday of each month. We will provide Session Highlights from the previous month as a regular column in the 
Messenger. To look at meeting agendas and the minutes from any Session meeting, visit saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/searching-for-a-new-pastor
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/searching-for-a-new-pastor
https://bit.ly/SAPC-COVID
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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Celebrating Stewardship 

Every annual per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by free-
ing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2020 
is $38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 

Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words... 
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Mission of the Month: The Prayer Team        by Jan Taylor 

Connecting Hearts Through Mission 

The St. Andrew Prayer Team carries the concerns of our church and community in our hearts and lifts those concerns to 
the Lord in prayer. We have 29 members on the team, and this includes a few members at a distance and some who are 
members of other congregations. 
 
Requests for prayer can be submitted to the St. Andrew office  (office@saintandrew-ic.org), through the St. Andrew App,  
or (after we return to gathering together on Sundays) by filling out the prayer request cards found in the pews.   
 
In addition to individual requests, the team prays for the congregation as a whole; church, national and world leaders; 
ministry and building teams; youth groups; church staff, volunteers, and pastors. Praying is done individually, but can be 
continued in a group when we meet for an hour and a half each second and fourth Thursday of the month. (When 
requested, all prayers are kept strictly confidential.) 
 
The Prayer Team annually leads the Lenten Prayer Project.  During the six weeks of Lent, volunteers join the team for 
this project and pray for each member and their families. The team also  sends out notes of sympathy and 
congratulations as well as compiles Bible verses to be used for meditation.   
 
If you are interested in joining this team, we welcome you. Please feel free to talk with any Prayer Team member about 
the joys of intercessory prayer, and check with Nancy Perkins or Kerri Goers to join and start receiving our prayer lists. 

mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
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Connecting Hearts, Making Masks 

As a former Home Ec teacher and a longtime member of Sewing 
For Others, Mary Mixdorf is used to having her needlework sent 
to far-off places like Haiti, Guatemala, and other sites with 
ministry connections to St. Andrew Presbyterian Church.  
 
So when the Oaknoll Retirement Residence locked down its 
facilities in March in response to COVID-19 concerns, Mary 
realized she could use her skills as a seamstress for a mission 
much closer to home. 
 
Working with her longtime friend and former teaching 
colleague, Pat Lehnertz, Mary began scouring YouTube videos to 
learn how to create cloth face masks. After a few days of 
watching demos and transcribing the directions, the pair 
organized a dozen fellow Oaknoll residents to serve as an 

assembly line production team.  

“We only had about five sew-ers in the group, but we also had 
cutters and ironers, and we even had a quality care person who 
checked them at the end,” Mary said. 
 
Over the next few weeks, the team created nearly 750 cloth 
masks to distribute to the Oaknoll staff, to laundry workers at 
the University of Iowa, and to the Johnson County Sheriff’s 
Department.  
 
“They didn’t want butterflies and flowers and things on their 
masks,” Mary said of the Sheriff’s Department. “So they provided 
fabric for that: a dark green.” 
 
Mary’s team has depended heavily on people outside Oaknoll for 
collecting supplies — especially for tracking down elastic for ears 
and bendable aluminum for nose support. And St. Andrew staff 
and volunteers have been a key source for much of that material. 
 
Other members of St. Andrew’s Sewing For Others ministry have 
been busy using their talents and available time to help slow the 
spread of the new coronavirus: 
 

 Joellen Roffman worked with Randy and Peggy Hausler and 
others to collect supplies to get into the hands of sew-ers and 
quilters.   
 

 Lucy Koontz cut material for 114 face masks from the quilt 
fabric she has bought over the years. (They were given to the 
Oaknoll team to finish.) 
 

 Maggie Dameron has been making masks for family and 
the Iowa City Free Medical Clinic. 

 Janice Hining took 40 masks to her church, Sharon Center 

United Methodist, and delivered another 29 to the local chapter 
of Days for Girls. 
 

 Margie Loomer has sewn about 50 masks, giving them to 

family, neighbors, nursing homes, and the Shelter House. 
 

 Marylu Watkins has three generations of her family working 

on masks. They started out making about 30 for a pediatrician’s 
office, then they began making masks for two nursing homes, two 
pharmacies, a medical clinic, and a physical therapy office. (They 
have an order for 300 masks for the steel mill in Wilton.) 
 

 Kaitlin Lamkins has cut masks for Mary Roffman-Nixon and 

Joellen Roffman to sew for friends, family, and the Wayne County 
Hospital in Corydon. 
 

 Ginni Gibson has made masks for her family and about 50 
for the Iowa City Face Mask Project. 

 
St. Andrew member Janice Baldes also has been pulling on her 
professional and entrepreneurial experience to organize Face 
Masks for Johnson County Iowa/COVID19. 

 

“I took on a role of coordinator and made sure that we had a 

source to get the masks to and that the style of the mask 

matched what was needed,” Janice said. 
 
Over the past month, Janice has helped develop kits for masks to 
distribute to more than 40 sew-ers -- including Twila Finkelstein, 
Kathryn Wallace, Becka Simpson, Beth Jorgensen, Kathy Duys, 

https://youtu.be/BCJcE-r7kcg
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c8/c8d021d9-3301-4442-8b6a-8dbea273c1aa/documents/MASK_1_.docx
https://freemedicalclinic.org/
https://www.facebook.com/dfgiowacity/
https://www.facebook.com/dfgiowacity/
https://shelterhouseiowa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/215897526191141/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/215897526191141/
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Tamera Penning, Susie Engelhardt, and Kari and Emma Gibson. 
Another dozen mask-makers are using their own supplies and 
following written and video instructions. 
 
The effort already has resulted in more than 1,000 masks being 
donated to UI Hospitals and Clinics. 
 
Janice says she is amazed and inspired by the “huge exchange 
of love” happening between the people who make the masks and 
the people who receive them. She gets regular reports on how 
overwhelmed the recipients are to learn there are so many people 
making masks to give to them. 
 
“So they feel loved, and then I turn around and I post their 

message to our Facebook group, and the seamstresses get 
totally filled up and want to keep sewing,” Janice says. 
 
Mary Mixdorf likewise reports that Oaknoll’s mask-making 
ministry has changed strangers into colleagues and friends. 
 
“At first, I didn’t know many of the people on this team,” she said. 
“I may have recognized some of the faces, but I didn’t know them 
well. Now, I know them very well, and they have personalities like 
I couldn’t believe.” 
 
It’s unclear how long the current need for face masks will 
continue. But St. Andrew’s sew-ers stand ready to ramp up or dial 
down their efforts as needed. 

Sewing For Others 
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Deacons 

Dear St. Andrew friends, 
 
We hope this letter finds you and 
your family well. 
 
Your Deacons have been working 
hard to reach out to you in this 
time of uncertainty. If you have not 
received a letter from your 
neighborhood Deacon, please 
contact the church office 
(office@saintandrew-ic.org) to 
update your email, phone, or snail 
mail contact info. 
 
We truly believe that God places 
people in our lives purposefully 
and at the exact moment of our 
greatest need.   
 
We are blessed by God with 
the wonderful St. Andrew 
congregation that fuels our 
faith and challenges us to take 
it to the next level. 
 
As Deacons, it is our calling 
and our privilege to serve you.  
Whether it is gathering 
groceries, providing a ride to 
an appointment, or listening to 
your burdens and praying for 
your concerns, we are here for 
you.   
 
As Pastor Kyle mentioned in a 
recent worship service, God 
gives us companions in our 
walk of faith.   
 
This is definitely a time of 
great uncertainty. Please know 
that you are not alone.   
 
If you need assistance, do not hesitate to contact us or the church office. 
 
With prayer, 

St. Andrew Deacons 

Sheri Austin 
319-530-0426 
sheriaaustin@gmail.com 
 
Kyle Bernard  
319-830-2756  
bernardkyle29@gmail.com  
 
Jim Dane  
319-530-3263  
jdane99@gmail.com 
 
Twila Finkelstein  
319-331-1761  
twilaf@gmail.com  
 
Ken Gibson 
319-337-3809 
kgibson07@aol.com 

Katherine Habley  
319 354-9145  
Katherine.Habley@gmail.com 
 
Mathews Jacob  
217-778-1783  
mathews.jacob@gmail.com  
 
Scott Leimkuehler  
319-329-7528  
kuhler@southslope.net 
 
LeAnn Otterbein  
319-471-7822  
leann.otterbein@gmail.com  
 
Nancy Perkins 
319-354-3767 
orthoperk@mchsi.com 

LuAnn Robinson 
319-541-2377 
momrobin94@msn.com 
 
Amy & Jason Schmidt-Rundell 
319-351-1299 
horn7mom@gmail.com 
 
Jason Schmidt-Rundell 
319-351-1299 
schm@aol.com 
 
Joy Short 
319-530-6854 
joyhshort@gmail.com 
 
Pam Wurster  
319-331-1950 
pamofiowa@aol.com  

Responding Through Ministry    by Scott Leimkuehler  

mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org?subject=Deacon%20outreach
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Music Ministries 

What a strange/awkward/unsettling time this has been. The 
slower pace of life has been somewhat of a gift, but the new 
and strange rhythms have felt jagged and unpredictable.  
 
While worship services on Sundays just aren't the same without 
a gathered congregation, I am grateful for those who have been 
able to participate (while taking the utmost precautions) to help 
the experience in the Sanctuary feel less like a mock worship 
exercise. 
 
The psalmist in Psalm 137 cries out, "How shall we sing the 
Lord’s song in a foreign land?" Granted, we have not been 
physically forced out of our homes by a distant enemy, nor are 
we being taunted by our captors like the psalmist who first 
penned these words, but we have been thrust into foreign 
territory that requires us to go about life in a very different way.  
 
Some are on the front lines serving others while placing 
themselves at risk (thank you!). All of us have been separated 
from friends and family, some to a severe degree.  
 
One of the questions I ask myself each week is how to engage 
virtual worshipers in an act that, by its nature, is so communal. 
You all have experienced music's power to draw people 
together in a special way. It simply is not the same to sing the 
songs of Zion in your living room to a TV or computer monitor. 
And, in a way, that is ok — for now. 
 
Two recent articles, Christianity Offers No Answers About the 
Coronavirus. It's Not Supposed To, and its follow-up 
interview, We Mourned Our Alleluias on Easter, are helping to 

shape my response to this pandemic.  

Music has always been the most effective way I have found to 
pray, and this time is no different. In the article, N.T. Wright 
suggests that a very Christian thing to do in a time such as this 
is to lament. Not to explain away the circumstances with some 
quasi-spiritual answers, nor dismiss the severity of the situation 
with some pie-in-the-sky rationalizations, but to acknowledge 
these dire circumstances while simultaneously assuring 

ourselves of God's promises and goodness. 

Wright states, "Lament and grief open all sorts of doorways into 
parts of our personalities, and I dare say aspects of God’s 
mystery, which we gain by perhaps no other means." The 
Apostle Paul had experienced many trials and tribulations when 
he wrote, "For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us" (Romans 8:18).  

These articles have helped me design the program of an 
upcoming livestreamed organ recital on Friday May 8 at 7 
pm, from Grief to Glory. It is an attempt to articulate an 
appropriate response to this situation while still giving God the 
glory he is due. The entire program consists of settings of 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs that evoke the wide range of 
human emotions while exclaiming the truth of God's triumph 
over death.  
 

But I will sing of your strength; 
I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. 
For you have been to me a fortress 
and a refuge in the day of my distress. 
O my Strength, I will sing praises to you, 
for you, O God, are my fortress, 
the God who shows me steadfast love. 
    Psalm 59:16-17 

Responding through Music             by Matthew Penning  

https://time.com/5808495/coronavirus-christianity/
https://time.com/5808495/coronavirus-christianity/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/april-web-only/nt-wright-we-mourned-our-alleluias-on-easter.html
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Family, Youth, & Children’s Ministry 

Life feels like a shipwreck these days — everything’s 
different! We’re not sure what’s next. 
 
For the past few months, home has felt like a remote island—
you can wave to people, you can visit online, but you can’t 

get close.  

This year's VBS experience, "Shipwreck: Survival on a 
Remote Island," will give you some power to do what works 
best for your family. It’s the story of the Apostle Paul’s 
shipwreck on his way to Rome. He knew God was in control, 
even in the midst of chaos. He stayed true to his faith, and 
God led him safely on his journey. 
 
Here’s how VBS will work this summer: Each participant will 
have access to a few online resources that can be viewed 
anytime, and a VBS kit with all the materials one child needs 
to complete the projects. We’ll deliver the kit to your home if 
you are in the Iowa City area.  
 
This year’s “Shipwreck” VBS can be done anytime. It’s 
divided into three sections. You can do it over three days, 
spread it over three weeks, or do it all at once. If social 
distancing restrictions ease up, you may want to gather with 
another family to do this together. It’s totally up to your family. 
 
We can’t gather in person, but we know you’ll have smooth sailing with this do-it yourself-format.  For more information, visit 
the VBS 2020 page on the church website: http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020. 

Question: Is VBS Happening?     By Heather Woodin 

Moving Youth Ministry Online         By Randy Hausler 

Wow! Who would have thought this was 
going to be such a crazy year?  
 
2020 began with everyone in BASIC 
and ETC excitedly looking forward 
to Stronghold 2020 and The 
Pittsburgh Project 2020. Four months 
later, we find ourselves having to do 
creative ministry online!  
  
In response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, St. Andrew's Session voted 
in April to suspend all in-person youth 
programming at the church until it is 
safe to gather again. The decision 
impacts Camp Stronghold, the 
Pittsburgh Project trip, and FAITHS (our 

annual  week of service for high 
schoolers and junior highers). Refund 
checks are being issued for all students 
who signed up, and the planning work 
is beginning for next year!   
 
While not gathering in person, both 
BASIC and ETC have continued to 
meet each week via Zoom! If your 
student has not been connecting with 
us, please contact me to get the most 
current Zoom Meeting Password. 
 
During these meet ups, we are taking 
the opportunity to check in with 
students and see how they are doing, 
play some fun games. We then break 

into small groups for Bible study with 
our great BASIC and ETC leaders. 
 
As the summer progresses, we hope 
that there might be opportunities to 
gather in smaller groups, maybe around 
the outdoor fire pit or maybe meet up 
for some type of personal 
distancing service projects.  
 
Please hold up in prayer our high 
school seniors who have had their final 
year interrupted. We will be honoring 
them this month with some new and 
creative ways online.   
 
Watch for it!  

http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020
mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org?subject=Zoom%20Meeting%20Question
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St. Andrew’s YouTube Channel 

Worship (9:30 a.m. Sundays), Online Meet-Ups (Noon Fridays) 

 
 

https://youtu.be/Ms-2yXGZBno 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJan5YhYGXQ  

https://youtu.be/Ms-2yXGZBno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJan5YhYGXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJan5YhYGXQ
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