
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 8, 2017 
Pastor Matt Paul 

[Naomi] said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 
But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you 
lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people and your God my God. Where you die, I will die— there will I be 
buried. May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!” (Ruth 1:15–17, 
NRSV) 
 

Naomi has nowhere to go and no one to support her. Death has claimed her husband and her two sons, and now 
she must make the journey back home to try and start a new life. As she bid her daughters-in-law Ruth and Orpah 
goodbye, Ruth pledges to remain with her. Such loyalty and commitment cannot help but make us think of the love of 
Christ. 

A few days after Easter, I received a call from a woman staying at the Domestic Violence Intervention Program 
shelter. She and her son needed help leaving her abuser. An opportunity to start a new life awaited them out west, 
but they didn’t have enough money for the journey. Any amount would help, she said. As I listened to her story I 
sensed the Lord telling me, “Help her with the bus fare and wherever they go, I will go with them.” Your Deacon Fund 
contributions made it possible to purchase two bus tickets to a new life for this woman and her son, and St. Andrew 
will forever be part of their story. Praise be to God! 

Ever-present God, continue to bless this woman and her son, keep them safe in your compassionate care, and bless 
all who give so generously to the needs of others. Amen. 

 


