
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 29, 2017 
Matthew Penning, Music Director 

 

I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being. -Psalm 104:33 
(KJV) 

I recently returned from a trip to Germany where I, along with members of the church I served in 
Oregon, retraced the steps of the reformer Martin Luther. It was an incredible experience to view and 
walk the same places where Luther once worked to bring the Church back to her biblical roots. By 
reading the Bible on his own, he discovered that God was not a tyrant to be terrified of, as he had been 
taught, but a god who is our Heavenly Father, full of grace and truth. While in hiding (his life was 
endangered due to his teachings), he translated the New Testament into his native language, which 
enabled God’s Word to be accessed by people of all socio-economic statuses again after centuries of 
being veiled. 

Luther also wrote hymns that enabled people to again sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs in their 
own language. He understood music to hold a divine purpose when he wrote, “The gift of language 
combined with the gift of song was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through 
music.” These gifts allowed scripture to be rooted into the minds and hearts of the German speaking 
world, equipping them to face the uncertainties of their life’s journeys (daily fear of sickness and death 
was prevalent during that age) with confidence. As we journey through life with Christ, let us take 
advantage of this gift by singing God’s truth into our very being. 

Father, penetrate our hearts and minds with the truths of your Word through song, that we may become 
more like you each day. Amen. 

 


