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From the Leadership 

Dear Ones, 
 
A number of people have asked 
me why, in our times of worship, I 
use the word Prompting in place of 
the usual title Sermon? 
 
Let me try to answer this query. 
 
A Sermon is traditionally defined 
as “an oration or lecture by a 
pastor that addresses a scriptural, 
theological, or moral topic.” As a 
lecture, this act is one-directional 
and can, at times, disengage 
rather than engage the listener. 
 
But a Prompting, by definition, is 
“an action that assists or encourages a listener to say something and to act.” No longer one-
dimensional in scope but rather multi-dimensional, a Prompting encourages reflection and 
conversation, contemplation and discussion, rumination and response. 
 
Using the term Prompting in place of the title Sermon helps me to think every week about what we 
need to be prompted on as we attempt to be Christ’s followers in this day and time. No longer a 
lecture but a leading, the Prompting can spark conversations on the vital issues of the day—
conversations that can occur around the dining table or in a digital setting. 
 
To that end, beginning Sunday April 25 @ 11 a.m., I will begin a new Adult Education series called 
“Prompted Conversations.” These classes will give you the opportunity to engage the “Prompter” 
of the day about the Prompting itself, as well as giving you the chance to engage with others about 
what might have been sparked within you that day. 
 
You may join the class virtually each week via Zoom or join physically in the conversation by 
remaining in the Atrium after the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. 
 
The evangelical pastor A.W. Tozer once said, “To be effective, the preacher's message must be 
alive; it must alarm, arouse, challenge”—it must be God's powerful, prompting voice in a particular 
place and time! 
 
I look forward to engaging with you in these “prompted conversations”—and I hope to see you Sunday! 
 
Much Peace, 
 

Pastor Rob 
 
Rev. W. Robert (Rob) Martin, III 
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff 

What is the Difference between a Sermon and a Prompting? 
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From the Leadership 

St. Andrew’s Finances: In Words and Numbers 

April’s Session Meeting was relatively 
short, leaving time for a Q&A with Pastor 
Rob Martin at the end. 
 
The Finance Team reported that giving is 
steady, and there is a trend of people 
giving their pledges early (see below). The 
team approved an additional pre-payment 
of $50,000 towards the church’s building 
loan as additional Capital Campaign funds 
have come in. The team also proposed 
new auditing controls, as per the PC(USA) 
Book of Order, that will provide additional 
financial checks and help ensure funds are 
handled appropriately. 
 
Pastor Rob reported that he is beginning to 
explore opportunities for additional worship 
services. He is talking with our Stephen 

Ministers about the possibility of offering 
mid-week Healing and Wholeness 
Services. Such services would be 
meditative in scope—including harp music, 
anointing with oil, scripture, a time of 
silence, and the lighting of candles. Pastor 
Rob is also exploring the option of offering 
a monthly outdoor Vespers Service. 
 
In terms of mission funding, the Session 
approved the following requests from the 
Mission, Outreach, and Service Team: 

 Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta, PC(USA) 
Mission Co-worker, Indonesia: $1,000. 

 Prison Ministry of Chaplain David 
King, Iowa Medical Classification 
Center, Coralville: $700. 

 Camp Wyoming, Presbytery of East 
Iowa, for capital campaign: $3,000. 

 Neighbors of Iowa City, in support of 
student scholarships: $2,500. 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA), specified toward tornado and 
flood relief effort, $1,000. 

 
The next Session meeting is scheduled for 
7 p.m. Thursday May 20. The meeting will 
originate in the church building, while also 
being available online through Zoom. For 
information, visit http://saintandrew-
ic.org/who-we-are/session.Ω 

Session Highlights: April 15, 2021 

— John Benson, Finance Administrator 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/session
http://saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/session
mailto:finance@saintandrew-ic.org
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Connecting Hearts Through Baptism Renewing Lives through Community 

 

Amid the all the music and pageantry celebrating the installation 
of Rob Martin as St. Andrew’s Lead Pastor on April 18, the Rev. 
Karl Travis of Texas asked many provocative questions about the 
church’s post-COVID future. The entirety of the 15-minute 
“Prompting" can be found at https://youtu.be/v3CpxIczMVA, but 
here is a slightly edited transcript of Karl Travis’ challenges to the 
congregation as a whole. 
 
Well, my friends, it’s finally happened: More Americans report not 
belonging to a church synagogue or mosque than do. 
 
Gallup started asking the question eight decades ago, in 1937, 
and then 73 percent of Americans identified with a particular 
religion and a specific local religious community. That figure 
stayed about the same until 2000, when it began dropping 
precipitously. This year, for the first time it, dropped below 50 
percent to 47 percent. 
 
Now, before you conclude that all is lost and the world is going to 
hell in a handbasket, hang on because, as Facebook says, “it's 
complicated.” Look beneath the numbers, and you'll find a new 
generation redefining religious faith and commitment. And among 
the so-called nones, those who report no religious affiliation, there 
are, nonetheless, many religious people. 
 
There are many people who were baptized as infants or teens but 
hear the church's silence on the key issues of the day and so are 
disappointed that they are redefining belief and belonging for 
themselves. 
 
Now, my guess is that you and I experience belief and belonging 
pretty much the same way: You get married, have some kids, 
present them for baptism, drag them to Sunday School, and 
encourage them to join youth group mission trips and 
confirmation. Then they graduate high school, and you release 
them into the wild assuming that they will repeat the pattern as 
necessary. Right? And we all know that this is precisely what 
is not happening. As I mentioned, the new generation is 
redefining belief and belonging. 
 
I chose as our preaching text that old chestnut from Galatians 3: 
the passage about how, in Christ, there is no longer Jew or 
Greek, no longer slave or free, no longer male or female. 
 
These words are favorites among those of us who see the church 
as God's attempt to create a radically inclusive family of believers. 
Can you just imagine a church full of people entirely empty of any 
concern whatsoever about race or ethnicity, about gender or  
sexuality, about national origin or economic status? A church in 
which all people feel welcome and included and embraced? 

 
Galatians 3 imagines a church such as this, which is why this 
passage is so often trotted out and lifted up before us. 
 
Only there's something rather significant in the bit that comes just 
before. Before the text dreams of that expansive church it posits 
this: As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ … As many of you as were baptized … 
 
The entry point for that remarkable church is baptism. It’s simple 
baptism. 
 
It turns out baptism is more important than “doing the baby.” It’s 
more than a casual social ritual designed to make grand-mom 
happy. Baptism is God's open-armed welcome into the family of 
grace, where we are fed at God's table and orient ourselves 
towards nothing less than the reconciliation of the world. Baptism 
is colossal, monumental, soul-saving, life-giving, eye-popping, 
and like-nothing-else-in-the-world important. 
 
Or, at least, it's supposed to be.→ 

What Does Your Baptism Mean to You? by the Rev. Karl Travis 

https://youtu.be/v3CpxIczMVA
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Renewing Lives through Community 

‘You can’t quit’ 
 
I met Rob Martin 33 years ago in seminary. We became fast 
friends, but then, again, Rob was fast friends with everyone with 
his easy-going outgoing personality. San Francisco Seminary 
placed every first-year student in a congregation or other ministry 
setting, and Rob was placed in a ministry in the Tenderloin district 
of San Francisco. 
 
The Tenderloin is a San Francisco neighborhood with an 
interesting and remarkable history dating well back into the 19th 
century. By the 1950s and ‘60s, it was the epicenter for cutting-
edge jazz. So think Dave Brubeck, Miles Davis, and Thelonius 
Monk. And the Tenderloin has also long been home to a variety of 
sexualities. In fact, some of our country's earliest stirrings against 
discriminatory laws targeting gay and lesbian people happened in 
the Tenderloin. 
 
And as it happens, the district includes mostly single room 
apartment buildings and hotels, which means that by the 1980s it 
was full of flop-houses. And in that day, the Tenderloin was full of 
people also who had AIDS. 
 
Now you remember AIDS. Before COVID, we had AIDS. People 
were scared ignorant. It was 1988, and Princess Diana had only 
just shaken the hand of an AIDS patient and humanized the 

situation. And so it was to the Tenderloin district that the preppy 
young Rob Martin was sent (wearing his penny loafers) to spend 
a year working with the Rev. Glenda Hope. 
 
Glenda Hope and her husband had planted an outreach ministry 
in the heart of the district, working with women leaving the sex 
industry and with drug addicts and, at the time, lots of AIDS 
patients. 
 
Rob told me a story about his work there that has stuck to my ribs 
for three decades. It was time for his evaluation, so Rob met with 
Glenda in her office, and there they were being professional and 
business-like — very Presbyterian of them — when a man barged 
into Glenda’s office.→ 

The Rev. Karl Travis of Texas, a seminary colleague of the Rev. W. Robert Martin III, provides the virtual “Prompting” during the April 
18, 2021, service officially installing Pastor Rob as St. Andrew’s lead pastor. 
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Connecting Hearts through In-Person Worship 

 It was another employee of the 
ministry. He was the point guy 
who walked the streets of the 
Tenderloin and identified people 
that the ministry could help. He 
made first contact with the 
outcast, and then he connected 
them with Glenda and her team. 
And so he burst into Glenda’s 
office and yelled, “I can't do it 
anymore. I just can't do it. I have 
AIDS, and I'm dying, and I can't 
deal with these people 
anymore. I quit.” 
 
And that's when the Rev. 
Glenda Hope, all 5-foot-nothing 
of her, stood up as Rob sat 
uncomfortably—wondering how 
she would handle the situation. Would she take his hands lovingly 
and study the lines on his palms and in his eyes and then say 
quietly, “I understand. You've done a marvelous job. Well done, 
good and faithful servant.” 
 
No! The Rev. Glenda Hope stood up, and she banged her fist on 
that table with such ferocity that it actually frightened Rob, and 
she yelled back, “What does your baptism mean to you? You 
were baptized, and living or dying, you belong to God. You can't 
quit.” 
 
And he didn’t. He kept going until he couldn’t. 
 
I've never told Rob, but that story kept me going when I was 
serving a vibrant downtown church as pastor. After my health 
began to fail, my doctors told me it was time to go on disability, 
but I remembered that “I am baptized,” and so I kept going until I 
couldn’t. 
 
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek. There is 
no longer slave or free. There is no longer male and female. 
(There is no longer gay and straight. There is no longer liberal 
and conservative. There is no longer American and immigrant.) 
For all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
 
Can you see what those sentences mean set against one 
another? How baptism leads to this expansive vision of the 
church of the people of God? 
 
The Post-COVID Future 
 
This is a great day of celebration for your congregation, and what 
a great congregation you have. I’ve been to your website, read 

about your ministries and your new building. I’ve downloaded 
your wonderful app.  
 
And now, you've had the good common sense (the spirit-led 
sense) to call one of our denomination’s most intelligent, creative, 
farsighted, compassionate pastors. Your post-COVID future is 
about to burst forward. 
 
I qualify your future as “post-COVID” because it is becoming clear 
that COVID has changed the church forever. And the question 
now is: How do we imagine ministry in a changed landscape? 
 
So let me ask a few questions that might just spark your baptized 
imaginations. 
 
A friend asked his adult daughter, an introvert, how she was 
doing with her COVID isolation and she said, “Dad, I've been 
training for this all my life. I love it.” 
 
You know what an introvert is? An introvert is a person who 
expends energy when being with people and then restores 
energy when being alone. An extrovert is a person who gathers 
energy when he is with others but expends energy when alone. 
 
And we Presbyterians tend to be overly extroverted people. Our 
worship services are a barrage of words. And we gather in big 
social groups to worship and to make decisions and to have fun.  
 
COVID has kept us apart, and it turns out some Presbyterians 
have really enjoyed the distance. Some have relished attending 
worship by livestream, studying the Bible via Zoom, and going to 
committee meeting meetings from our couches.  
 
If we are no longer Jew nor Greek, might we no longer be→ 
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Renewing Lives through Online Outreach 

introvert and extrovert. 
 
What adaptation has your congregation made for COVID that 
might be worth keeping? What have you learned about the needs 
of introverts that might inform your coming ministries? 
 
And then here's another thought: We are accustomed to church 
membership and participation as being in-person, face-to-face, 
and in a shared physical space. I see on your website, 
nonetheless, opportunities for people to participate via the 
internet from any place they might happen to be. 
 
Is there room to plan for (and to include) the participation of 
people in other places in meaningful on-going ways via the 
internet through, say, multi-city bible studies? Or virtual 
gatherings of your high school and recent college graduates to 
help connect them to one another? Or weeknight church school 
for young parents so they can learn together with a glass of wine 
in hand after the kids are put to bed? 
 
The definition of church membership is about to explode because 
it no longer needs to be tied to geography. 
 
Another thought: Your congregation has no doubt experienced 
many deaths these last months and grieving families have been 
left without the traditional rituals of funerals and memorial 
services. What have we learned about partnering with grieving 
families that might be of use in the future rituals for how we 
accompany people through grief? 
 
I mentioned the nones, those with no religious affiliation. Many of 
them—perhaps most, in fact—are actually disaffected, baptized 
Christians. Mostly they're young, and they're disaffected for many 
reasons.  
 
But among those reasons is that they have not heard the church 
speak persuasively on the matters of the day: on race, on the 
environment, on immigration.  
 
How can your congregation reach baptized skeptics? How can 
you speak and act on the issues of the day in such a way that 

your words and example will entice people more interested in 
following Jesus than in belonging to a church? 
 
It seems to me that Galatians 3 provides a road map of spiritual 
logic for the coming chapter in your congregational life. Baptism 
leads to inclusion, which leads to creative ministries, outreach, 
and reconciliation. 
 
And what is your role? 
 
Well, as Rob taught me, there's really only one answer to that 
question: “What does your baptism mean to you?” Ω 
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Tracy Dace, a passionate advocate for at-
risk youth had just relocated to Champaign, 
Illinois, to start a doctoral program in 
special education at the University of Illinois 
when he found his heart calling him back 
into the community and, eventually, through 
the doors of a Presbyterian Church (USA) 
congregation. 
 
As Tracy was working in schools, after-
school programs, a juvenile detention 
center and the county jail, he had an 
opportunity to build relationships with 
African American males. 
 
“These boys and young men were brilliant, 
with so much promise and potential, and 
yet they also had experienced trauma,” he 
said. “I saw the opportunity to think about 
using a pipeline approach to prevent them 
from developing behavioral issues that can 
derail their lives, to strengthen their 
academic skills and disrupt generational 
poverty. That was the beginning of 
DREAAM.” 
 
DREAAM — which stands for Driven to 
Reach Excellence and Academic 
Achievement for Males — was Tracy’s 
brainchild. The program is a designed to 
invest in African American males at risk and 
to walk alongside them and their families 
from the ages of 5 through 24. 

Tracy took his idea for DREAAM to 
the mission committee at First 
Presbyterian Church in Champaign. 
The church, upon hearing Dace’s 
presentation, also made the 
connection with the denomination’s 
larger goals — especially as they are 
now expressed in the PC(USA)’s 
Matthew 25 initiative — and 
supported him with seed money to 
get the project off the ground.  
 
DREAAM is also supported in part 
with gifts to the Pentecost Offering. 
Forty percent of the Pentecost 
Offering is retained by congregations 
for local ministries, while the 
remaining 60 percent is used to 
support children-at-risk, youth and 
young adults through ministries of 

the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Gifts to the Pentecost Offering make 
a real difference. “Our young people 
are not only our future, but they are 
also our present,” said the Rev. Dr. Alonzo 
Johnson, coordinator of the Presbyterian 
Committee on the Self-Development of 
People. “It is incumbent upon us as people 
of faith to make sure we are nurturing our 
young people in the faith and also nurturing 
them with our love. The Church is going to 
have to find ways to be vital to young 

people because they really need that right 
now.” 
 

Let’s build God’s house by laying down a 

strong foundation of faith. You can give to 

the PC(USA)’s Pentecost Offering through 

St. Andrew's website: https://

pushpay.com/g/saintandrewic.Ω  

Preparing to help through the PC(USA)’s Pentecost Offering 

http://dreaamhouse.squarespace.com/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/
https://saintandrew-ic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d78b2cbd1dac552ec58795e0&id=5b2f16a1e1&e=b504cd4f74
https://saintandrew-ic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d78b2cbd1dac552ec58795e0&id=5b2f16a1e1&e=b504cd4f74
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Renewing Lives through Mission Partnerships 

The Johnson County Board of Supervisors 
recently proclaimed the week of April 10-
16, 2021, as Week of the Young 
Child, encouraging all county residents "to 
focus on the needs of young children and 
their families, recognize the early childhood 
programs and services that meet those 
needs, and celebrate early learning, young 
children, educators, and families." 
 
The proclamation came, in part, to 
recognize the work of 4Cs of Johnson 
County, a local non-profit organization that 
has been advocating over the past half-
century for equity in early childhood 
educational opportunities. 
 
Our goal is that every child who enters 
Kindergarten in the Iowa City Community 
School District is ready for school,” said 
Missy Forbes, executive director. “What 
that looks like is different, but providing  

that access and equity in education is the 
most important thing we do.”  
 
As part of our Mission of the Month for 
April, St. Andrew recently created a video 

on this important local organization, which 
is supported in part by funding from St. 
Andrew's Mission, Outreach, and Service 
Team. You can view the video at https://
youtu.be/iBz_ktqZd3w. Ω 

St. Andrew’s Lettuce Feed Others 
program continues to provide fresh 
produce to local food pantries, including 
CommUnity (formerly known as the Crisis 
Center). 
 
In order to maintain social distancing 
among clients, volunteers, and staff, 
CommUnity began providing pre-packaged 
bags of food after the pandemic began. 
They also launched a food delivery 
program in partnership with other area non-
profits through which they delivered free 
groceries to Johnson County residents. 
 
Eventually, the organization decided it 
needed to open a new, larger location that 
would allow enough space to return to full 
operation. The new site is located at 1045 
Highway 6 East in Pepperwood Plaza in 
the South District of Iowa City. 
 
Providing the option for clients to select 
their items makes a big difference. Many of 

the  clients rely on the Food Bank for 
weekly groceries for their families. While 
the staff and volunteers do their best to 
provide options for folks receiving pre-
packed bags, they may not meet the 
unique dietary needs of every individual. 
 
Despite the many limitations created by the 
pandemic, 2020 proved to be a record 

year, with CommUnity distributing 
2,208,774 pounds of food. That level of 
need is expected to continue to increase. 
 
St. Andrew members can continue to help 
by volunteering in the Lettuce Feed Other 
garden or donating canned and fresh food 
or money directly to CommUnity (https://
builtbycommunity.org). Ω 

CommUnity Provides Fresh, Canned Food from Newer Site 

Working Toward Equity in Local Early Childhood Education 

https://youtu.be/iBz_ktqZd3w
https://youtu.be/iBz_ktqZd3w
https://builtbycommunity.org
https://builtbycommunity.org
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Connecting Hearts through Coat, Blood Drives 

 

 

Every year, St. Andrew’s Deacons collect and 
store Lost and Found Clothing from area 
schools to give out in anticipation of the 
Consultation of Religious Community’s Winter 
Clothing Distribution in October.  
 
This year, however, with far fewer students 
having attended classes in-person during the 
winter months, the schools do not have nearly 
the amount of useable outerwear in their lost 
and found boxes. Consequently, the Deacons 
are turning to the St. Andrew family to calling 
for a Spring Cleaning Winter Outerwear Drive.  
 
As you are doing your spring cleaning between 
now and Mother’s Day (May 9), we would 
appreciate receiving any discarded winter 
outerwear that is in reasonable condition.  
 
Jackets, coats, snow pants, hats, gloves/
mittens, and boots/overshoes can all be 
placed in the MOS Collection Bins along the 
wall in the Atrium near the church offices. (We 

ask that you please clean all the donated 
clothing before dropping it off.) 
 
The Upper Level of the church building is open 
during business hours (9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

Monday through Friday) as well as on Sunday 
mornings. Thank you so much for helping us 
help others. 
 
— Jim Dane, Deacon 

Deacons to Hold a Spring Cleaning/Winter Outerwear Drive 

mailto:jdane99@gmail.com
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Renewing Lives through Art Exhibits & VBS 

Although there have been innumerable 
challenges over the past year, St. Andrew 
also been blessed by how our virtual 
worship experiences have highlighted the 
many visual artists across our church 
family. 
 
In further celebration of our congregation’s 
creative gifts and talents, St. Andrew's 
Access & Inclusive Mission (AIM) will hold 
an All Abilities Celebration Art Exhibit in 
the St. Andrew Atrium from June 10 to 
June 27. Any friends of St. Andrew who 
would like to participate can submit one 
piece of artwork or photography. 
(Submissions to last year’s AIM Virtual Art 
Exhibit can be found on the church website 
at http://bit.ly/aim-art-2020.) 
 
This year’s exhibit also will be in 
conjunction with the All Abilities 
Celebration Service that will be held 
during St. Andrew’s regular worship time. 
The scriptural theme for the day will be 
from 1 Samuel 15:7: For the LORD does 

not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks 
on the heart. 
 
All artists should provide their names, the 
title of the artwork, and the year produced. 
Submissions should be framed and ready 
to be hung or displayed appropriately. 

Submissions are due by May 30.  
 
Please contact Marcia Murphy 
(murphyma87533@gmail.com), Kathi 
Anderson (mainekids@mchsi.com), or 
the church office (office@saintandrew-
ic.org) for information and to reserve a 
spot.Ω 

Submissions Wanted for This Year’s All Abilities Art Exhibit 

Registration forms are available now for St. 
Andrew’s 2021 At-Home Vacation Bible 
School Kit.  
 
The theme is “Ocean Commotion,” 
featuring three stories: 
 Noah’s Ark 
 Jesus Calls the Disciples, and  
 Jesus Calms the Storm. 
 
Together we’ll explore explore the 
question, “Who then is this, that even the 
wind and sea obey him?”  
 
The package includes resources for 
children and their families to complete the 
activities at home, including projects 
focusing on art, science, and service to 
others—plus a snack and more.  
 
Cost is $10 for each kit.  

The completed kits will be made available 
for pick-up at the church by mid-June, and 
packages can be mailed for an additional 
$20.  

For a registration form, go to http://bit.ly/
sapc-vbs2021-reg. For more information, 
contact Heather Woodin or the church 
office (office@saintandrew-ic.org). Ω 

Registration Open for Summer Stay-at-Home VBS Kits 
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