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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

St. Andrew Happenings 

Spring Break delayed the Session’s regular 
meeting in March by a week, but a quorum 
was reached by 7:00 pm, Thursday, March 
28. Here are the highlights from the nearly 
three-hour meeting: 

 

Church Leadership: As St. Andrew  
prepares to form a Pastor Nominating 
Committee to search for our next installed 
pastor, the Session is beginning a series of 
discussions about what St. Andrew’s  
leadership team — pastors, staff and  
volunteers — should look like. A special 
Session meeting will be scheduled 
to discuss the topic in more detail, and 
opportunities for congregational feedback 
will be scheduled at some point over the 
next two months. 

 

Land Sales: In February, the Session  
voted to sign a listing agreement with local 
real estate agent Jeff Edberg for the 7.2-
acre property that we call “The Triangle.” 
The Session voted in March to also name 
Jeff Edberg as the listing agent for the 4.4-
acre property west of the main parking lot, 
the area we call “Outlot A.”  The Session 
also approved spending $1,500 of general 
fund money to update the assessment on 
Outlot A and to assess all land within 400 
feet of our eastern property line. There has 
been some interest expressed in that east-
ern property, and the Session is taking the 

preliminary steps to see what it is worth. If 
an offer seems likely on that property, the 
Land Sales Team will hold an informational 
session between worship services as soon 
as convenient. 

 

Future Vision: Dan Steele gave an update 
on the “Missional Church: Congregational 
Diagnosis.” He described the process that 
the planning team has undergone since the 
day-long planning event on January 27. 
The team intends to have a draft report 
completed by May 14.That diagnostic work 
also will be helpful as the Pastor  
Nominating Committee works with the  
Session to write a job description for our 
next pastor. 

 

Capital Campaign: A group of staff and 
volunteers have stepped up to form the 
leadership team for the next Capital  
Campaign. They will work with Tom  
Norwood, an outside consultant hired by 
the Session, and more information about 
campaign’s schedule and message will be 
forthcoming. 

 

Pews: The Session is looking forward to a 
time when money will be available to ex-
pand the number of pew chairs in the 
Sanctuary. In the meantime, the Ses-
sion has directed the Buildings and 
Grounds Team to explore purchasing 
enough fabric for future pews to ensure 

they will match our existing pews.  

 

Mister Rogers: The Session approved the 
spending of $1,000 from the Session  
Discretionary Fund to help cover the costs 
of bringing biographer Maxwell King 
to Iowa City on Saturday April 27 as part of 
St. Andrew’s weekend-long “‘A Friend Just 
Like You’: The Music and Message of Fred 
Rogers.” The Presbytery of East Iowa also 
is recommending local congregations read 
King’s biography, “A Good Neighbor: The 
Life and work of Fred Rogers,” as part of 
the Presbytery’s theme for 2019: 
“Neighborliness in the Covenant  
Community.” 

 

Mission Giving: The Session approved 
mission funds to be distributed to the  
Steven Fry Family in Kosovo, the  
Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and  
IMPACTO ministries. 

 

Building and Grounds: The Session also 
discussed updates on the work being done 
in the MPR (adding an athletic floor) and 
the Sanctuary (adding acoustically  
reflective tiles to the ceiling). The hundreds 
of volunteer hours involved in both these 
undertakings is impressive and inspiring, 
and we very much appreciate all the  
people who have given of their time,  

treasure, and talents for these projects. 
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The Big Table 

St. Andrew Happenings 

Women’s Catered Dinner 

Kitchen Shower 

Vacation Bible School 2019 
Registration forms are in the Atrium or on our website under the Serve & Grow/Children’s & Family Ministry tab. 

Congregational Meeting 

June 9, 2019 | 10:00 am 

For reservations and to purchase tickets, go to cwjiowa.salsalabs.org. 

You must register to attend by signing up in the Atrium. Bring a 
check for $12 on the 21st or leave one in the black box  
outside the office. Write “catered dinner” on memo line.  

cwjiowa.salsalabs.org
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Stewardship Directly Impacting Lives 

Rev. Tom Norwood  + Capital Campaign       by Pastor Kyle 
As we near the completion of With Our Eyes on Christ, our capital campaign which has run from 2016-2019, we would like to introduce 
to you to Tom Norwood from Horizons Stewardship. The Session has contracted with Tom to act as consultant on our next capital  
campaign which we are planning as a follow-up to With Our Eyes on Christ. Tom is Senior Vice President of Horizons Stewardship and 
an ordained Presbyterian Church (USA) minister. He has served as pastor to two Presbyterian congregations. Over the past several 
years, he has provided stewardship, capital campaign, and planned giving services to a variety of churches. He is a retired Air Force 
Reserve KC-10 Instructor Pilot/Aircraft Commander and holds degrees from Davidson College, Columbia Theological Seminary, and 

Yale University. We welcome Tom as he partners with St. Andrew on our next steps in mission and ministry.  

"Still I don't believe it," says future 
Habitat homeowner Habtamu. "Every 
week I drive past the site of our future 

home.” 

Habtamu and his wife Ebsitu and  
children moved to the United States 
after escaping their native Ethiopia 
where political turmoil made them 
concerned for their safety. After  
living in a refugee camp in Nairobi, 
Kenya, in 2014 they were able to 

come to the United States through a refugee program. After a 
difficult first winter in Ohio without a vehicle, good jobs, or social 

connections, the family moved to Iowa City in 2015. 

They now live in a two-bedroom apartment where their son,  
Hangasu (9), sleeps in one room, and his sisters, Bilisumma (3) 
and Asli (1) sleep in their parents’ room. Their eldest son,  
Morkata (12), is living in Ethiopia with his grandmother; they hope 
he will be able to reunite with the family and live in their new 

home in Iowa City next year. 

Habtamu says the family has spent much time wondering what 
would happen to them. With the promise 
of a Habitat home, uncertainty about the 
future has been replaced with stability, 
allowing them to concentrate on their 
work and education. Habtamu, who 
taught language at an Ethiopian college 
for nine years and worked for the  
government as a translator, now wants 
to continue his education once the  
family moves into their Habitat 
home. Ebsitu was employed as a social 
worker in Ethiopia. She currently takes 
ELL classes and hopes to pursue a  

college degree in the future. 

Habtamu adds that a house is a basic human need, especially 
with children, "It's like food, like clothes," he says. “We want our 
kids to grow up in a home we own. Our Habitat home will bring 

freedom inside our house. This is part of our dream." 

Faces of the Habitat Inter-Faith Build       by Jan Taylor 

 Hatim and Sayeda, who are 
scheduled to move from 
their small three-bedroom 
apartment into a Habitat for 
Humanity home in August, 
look forward to having quiet 
spaces where they can all 
study and work. Originally 
from Sudan, the couple has 
five children: two boys, Mohamed (14) and Nadir (11), and 

three girls, Elaf (7), Elan (4), and Eileen (3 mos).  

In 2003 the political situation in Sudan forced Hatim to flee to 
Egypt with only the clothes he was wearing and his passport. 
Sayeda joined him later. The couple came to the U.S. 
through a United Nations Resettlement Program in 2006. 
They moved to Iowa City in 2009 after more than a year in 
Dallas and some time in Fargo, ND where he attended school 

and worked at a Smucker's factory.  

“Then a friend suggested Iowa City, and when we came to 
look, we loved it,” Hatim says. “The neighbors are good  
people.”  Hatim now works at a social services organization in 
Iowa City and drives a cab on weekends. Sayeda is  
employed at a childcare center in Iowa City and plans to 

eventually complete her B.A. in early childhood education. 

They are very familiar with the Habitat program, having  
volunteered to help build other homes. Hatim says the family 
would never have the cash or capital for a down payment on 

a traditional mortgage.  

“When I got the letter saying our fam-
ily was accepted, it changed my life,” 
he says. "It is a big, big opportunity 
for our kids to have a good  
foundation for their future.” Sisters 
Elaf and Elan talk excitedly about 
how they plan to paint their new  
bedroom in rainbow colors with a 
garden scene including grass, plants 
and a sun, and they look forward to 

having a backyard. 

https://horizons.net/
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Guatemala Spring 2019 
“Love Your Neighbor as Yourself” Takes On a Special  
Meaning for Team Guatemala!        by Kathi Anderson 

Seventeen members and friends of St. Andrew, left a cold, dark 
lower level parking lot at 2:30 am on Saturday, March 16. But it 
wasn’t long until we were warmed both physically and spiritually 
arriving in Guatemala City and riding a school bus 4 hours to 
San Pedro la Laguna at Lake Atitlan. With temperatures in the 
70s, blooming plants with brilliant flowers, and beautiful  
handmade blankets to keep us warm in our bunks, we awoke on 
Sunday morning to a glorious sunrise and the warmest, most 
loving hosts we could imagine in the Impacto Ministry staff and 

our Friends of Impacto from Canada, Larry and Carlotta.  

What a JOY to see Pastor Luis that morning, recently returned to 
the lake with his almost 100 year old father, “Papi,” following the 
funeral of “Mami,” Papi’s wife of 76 years. Papi had requested to 
move to the lake to experience the ministries Impacto has  
started and grown over the years. Being able to witness his pride 
in his family as he arrived at the places where we served  

throughout that week is a gift I personally will always treasure! 

As we do  
everyday in  
Guatemala, we 
started our first 
day with  
devotions and 
worship lead by 
Pastor Luis. 
Arriving a day 
earlier than we 
typically do, we 
were able to tour 

the local marketplace in San Pedro, organize all of the supplies 
and gifts we brought with us, and plan for the ministries we 
would lead with the abuelitos  (senior citizens) and Happy  
Tummies kids. On Sunday, we also were able to end the day in 
worship at a local church celebrating their Children’s Ministry 

programs. More JOY in experiencing the love of our neighbors! 

Monday through 
Thursday found us 
at the Happy  
Tummies facilities, 
then three days in 
San Juan and one 
day in the  
mountainous  
village of Panyebar. 
The rest of our 
team, who were 
delayed by a wedding, were able to join us on Monday around 
noon. Two days of medical clinics were provided, along with 
leading Bible stories, teaching dance, organizing the library, and 

a lot of time playing!  With a team 
of 20 where 10 are  
between 16-25 years old, there 
was plenty of energy for playing 
soccer, gaga ball, pushing kids on 
swings, and giving piggyback 
rides. More than a few tears were 
shed on our last afternoon and 
evening serving with our Impacto 
neighbors. A boat ride took us 
across the Lake on Friday  
morning and we made our way to 

Antigua to stay overnight in this historic city before the journey 

home on Saturday.  

One of our first time team members, Connie Steele, said this 
about her experience, “The trip was wonderful and very  
rewarding. We  
interacted with both 
children and adults 
through activities 
and two medical 
clinics. My favorite 
part was interacting 
with the abuelitos  
and just getting to 
know the people and 
culture of Guatema-
la in general. I felt drawn to their hard working, yet  
non-materialistic, simple lives. They seemed so happy and  
satisfied with what little they have and so appreciative of the 
small things that we did. They saw us as friends and seemed to  
welcome us unconditionally. I think we Americans could learn a 
lot from their way of life. I would absolutely serve with Impacto 

Ministries again in the future.”  
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Cover Story 

Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives        by Sarah Dyck 

Wow! What an amazing Easter Sunday we just experienced. 
The music was powerful; the prayers were meaningful; the 
preaching was inspired; the fellowship was comforting; the 
sheer joy of reminding ourselves, again, that our Savior lives, 
and thus we do, too, was life-giving. It simply doesn’t get 

much better than this! 

What do we do with this renewed knowledge and spirit? Or 
do we still feel that energy? Is the mountain-top experience 
already fading into the background as we go back into our 

regular routines? 

On Easter morning, Pastor 
Danie told us that what truly 
helps us to enter into, and 
remain in, the joy of the  
resurrection is an  
encounter with Jesus at a 
personal and unique level, 
just like when he called 
Mary by name in the  
garden and when he  
restored Peter on the beach 
at the end of John’s gospel 
(John 21:15-19). He also 
pointed out that Jesus’  

resurrection literally happened in the dark. Mary was in a 
dark, sad place when she went to the tomb to put more  
spices on Jesus’ body. Peter was in a dark place reflecting 
on his denial of knowing Jesus. The beloved disciple was 
grieving and also anticipating so many changes, including a 

life where he would be caring for Jesus’ mother.  

After the celebration and joy of Easter, don’t all of us at some 
point still end up in dark places? Doesn’t that happen when 
things are not turning out the way we hoped they would? But 
like Mary, Peter, and all the disciples, when we encounter 
Jesus on an intimate, personal level, our joy is restored and 
we can move forward with our lives, including the ministries 

we participate in here at St. Andrew. 

According to scripture, ministry and mission are to be a  
sacrifice of thanksgiving to God for the renewed, restored life 
each of us has in Christ (Psalm 51:10-17; Psalm 50:14-15 ). 
The images on the front of this issue of the Messenger and 
the stories inside are only a small snippet of the many ways 
in which members and friends of St. Andrew share with  

others the joy they have experienced in Christ.  

Nevertheless, it is Christ who goes before us and calls us to 
what he is already doing in the world. He invites us to join 
him, always remembering that he is the vine and we are the 

branches (John 
15:5)...that every-
thing we do is done 
to the glory of God (1 
Corinthians 10:31; 

Colossians 3:17).  

Just like Jesus met 
Mary when she was 
in that dark place on 
the first day of the 
week, he calls us to 
a closer relationship 
with him and to tell 
those who may still be 

in a dark place who he is and what he has done. 

But how do we know where he is leading us? In this  
Eastertide, let’s take time to pray, read scripture, and  
connect with people in our households or small groups to 
share what God is doing in each of our lives to bring us and 
others closer to him. Let’s also continue our efforts to get to 
know our neighbors better, learning about their life stories, 

and sharing our stories with them.  

Finally, let’s prayerfully prepare for the new capital  
campaign designed to help us pay off the debt on the  
building so that we can leverage this amazing new facility as 
a center for the ministry and mission work Jesus has begun 
in our community and in the world. The theme of the  
campaign is Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives: Following 
Jesus Christ for Life. More information will be coming in the 

next few weeks. 

photo by Pastor Kyle on Good Friday 

photo by Pastor Danie on Easter 

 So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your  
everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, 

and walking-around life—and place it before God as an  
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing 

you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your 
culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your 

attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out.  
Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly  

respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging 
you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of 

you, develops well-formed maturity in you. I’m speaking to you 
out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and  

especially as I have responsibilities in relation to you. Living 
then, as every one of you does, in pure grace, it’s important 

that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who are  
bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. The 

only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is 
and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we 

do for him.  
— Romans 12:1-3, The Message 
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Caregiving 

Easter Photos       by Deb Barber 

Update on More Caregiving Summits       by Mary Beth Ross 

St. Andrew has a wealth of loving talent that we share on a daily basis within our congregation, our workplaces, and community. The 
Stephen Ministry program has trained over 50 members as Stephen Ministers, most of whom are continuing in various roles in our 
congregation. To help us coordinate and refresh caregiving skills, The Stephen Ministry Leadership Team has organized the different 
caring ministries in Caregiving Summit gatherings once a quarter. Representatives from the Prayer Ministry, Deacons, Hospitality, 
Youth and Children’s Ministries, Men’s Group, Small Groups, Session, Prayer Shawl, Sewing for Others, and Homebound Visitors 
met in early March. In June we hope to have the Retirement Community Outreach more fully developed. Over the summer we have 
plans to create online access to the list of the caregiving ministries and contact information for the representatives to further facilitate 

the communication and coordination among the caregiving ministries.  

On June 22 from 1:00-3:00 pm in room 128, we will hold our second quarterly meeting. Ted Potter will provide a refresher mini-lesson 
and lead targeted practice in having caregiving conversations. We will also get some pointers on how to pray aloud with others with 

the help of our Prayer Ministry team. Please feel free to join us on June 22 if you are interested.  

Do you know of a person you’d like to make sure is being supported through our congregation? Please feel free to contact Pastor 
Kyle Otterbein, Mary Beth Ross at iawoodsunrise@gmail.com or 319/338.0082 or Ted Potter at thelawlibrarian@gmail.com.  

mailto:iawoodsunrise@gmail.com
mailto:thelawlibrarian@gmail.com
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

Thanks from Veda Gill 
Many St. Andrew members and 
friends were privileged recently to 
meet and interact with Veda Gill, 
Executive Director of the  
Presbyterian Education Board of 
Pakistan. Following a Lenten  
Supper together, Veda shared the 
mission and needs of the 24 Christian schools and nearly 6,000 
students served by the Board, and through contributions from 
supporting congregations, such as St. Andrew. Veda requested 
that her gratitude for generous hospitality be extended to St. 
Andrew, both during her visit with us, and for our gifts in support 
of the completion of construction of the new Boys School in the 
rural village of Pasrur, together with scholarships enabling 12 
boys to attend the school who otherwise would not be able to do 
so. Veda’s thanks to us are captured in the waves and smiles of 

the elementary school children below 
our St. Andrew team (Amy and Emily 
Nicholson and Paul Heidger) met 
and interacted with on their visit to 
Pasrur this past fall. For more  
information on how to become  
involved in this mission, please email 
Paul at pmheidger@q.com  or Amy 

at amysn.79@gmail.com . 

mailto:pmheidger@q.com
mailto:amysn.79@gmail.com
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Lettuce Feed Others 

Let Us Feed Others (LFO) grows food on the St. Andrew property and donates all of the  

produce to the Food Bank.  

Our goal is to provide 4,000 lbs of produce in 2019, and garden work is in high gear. We 
already have garlic, lettuce, and peas growing, and we have made additional raised beds 
for produce. With the spring weather, there’s lots to do, and we encourage everyone to 

come out to help. You are welcome whether you can help once or weekly.  

Here is how it works. You let us know that you want to help, and your name is  
added to our listserv. Then about once a week you 
get a notice about the tasks needing to be done, and 
the possible times when others will be out there. You 
can also volunteer for our watering group, or let us 
know if you want to be involved in special projects. 
New volunteers can sign up in the volunteer area in 

the Atrium. 

All ages are welcome, and no experience is needed! 

Plus! Again we are having our Adopt-A-Tomato program. If you have room in your yard for a  
tomato, take one home, and then when it produces, bring the tomatoes back to church, and we 

will get them to the Food Bank.  

Finally! We have added flowers to the garden and hope they will be used to grace the Sanctuary. 

In mid-summer, please utilize this program when arranging for flowers. Love and Leafy Greens! 

LFO partnered with a local girl scout troop to 

build raised beds. This team of awesome  

volunteers were on task this morning and  

finished the job. They then toured the garden 

and learned about LFO's mission. Grateful for 

these caring girls, their willingness to give back, 

and their outstanding leaders, Joelle and Lisa. 

Tim "the tool guy" Patrick pre-cut the cedar. 

Please Help LFO Feed the Community     by Becka Simpson 

Adopt—A—Tomato 
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Fellowship + Children’s & Family Ministries 

One of the many blessings of having our Brazil Team at St. Andrew is the opportunity to learn about life in Brazil. As we planned a 
Lenten potluck in April, talk turned to how to prepare the perfect hot dog. That informal discussion led to a special feature at the  
potluck: an international hot dog bar with toppings that are popular in Brazil and Iowa. Our Brazil Team introduced us to Brazilian hot 
dogs topped with corn, peas, shoestring potatoes, eggs, and mayo (a.k.a. Cachorro Quente), and we told them about North American 
style dogs with sauerkraut, relish, and mustard. Our potluck participants (North Americans and Brazilians) were good sports about 
adding food to their hot dogs that they might not care for as a side dish--like peas and sauerkraut. Everyone who ate a hot dog got a 
voting ballot. The most popular toppings: 

 

3rd place: Corn 
2nd place tie: Mustard and Shredded Cheese 
1st place: Ketchup, the international winner! 

 

It's highly likely that all future events featuring hot dogs at St. Andrew will feature corn (we do live in Iowa!) and mayo on the  
condiment table, even after our Brazilian friends leave. That's a good thing about getting to know our neighbors--we create new  
traditions together that continue even when we are apart. 

Cachorro Quente       by Heather Woodin 

Women’s Retreat 2020 Prayer Team     by Annie Potter 

The dates for the 2020 Women's Retreat have 
been set: February 7-8! As in past years, you 
are welcome to attend on Friday evening on the 
7th, Saturday the 8th, or both days. Mark your 
calendars now and begin to ponder who you 
might invite to join you. As we look forward to 
this event, you are invited to gather on June 9 
immediately following the 11:00 service in 
Room 103 to pray for God's leading of the  
retreat planning. If you have questions,  
contact Annie Potter at potterbeat@gmail.com. 

2020 

mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
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 Financials 

Every per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by freeing up 
funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2019 is $38. 
—MOS Team 

Per Capita 



 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

  Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” deBeer, Interim Pastor  ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

       Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus  pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
  John Benson, Finance Administrator       finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.  sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org 
 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries  rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries  hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
  Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries  mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min.   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Director  lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Director  nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Christopher Arp, Intern  arpch01@gmail.com  
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Child Sexual Abuse Prevention 
A training to help protect children from sexual abuse will be held again 

at St. Andrew this spring.  

The program will be presented on Saturday, May 4, from 3:00-5:00 
pm. Parents, Sunday School teachers, and all who volunteer with  
children and youth ministries are encouraged to attend one of the 

meetings.  

The program will be presented by Sarah Leckband, a facilitator at the 
Rape Victim Advocacy Program in Iowa City. The program, called 
Darkness to Light, equips parents and volunteers to help prevent,  
recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse. The program 
website, darkness2light.org, says 1 in 10 children will experience  
sexual abuse before their 18th birthday--this means that whether you 
work with youth, are a parent, or are simply a member of a community, 
it is highly likely that someone you know or care for has experienced, 

or is currently experiencing, child sexual abuse.  

The training is free but registration is required and attendance is limited 
to 25 people per meeting. To register, email Heather Woodin at 

hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 

mailto:ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:pastormwm@gmail.com
mailto:finance@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
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mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
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