
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1, 2017 
Pastor Kyle Otterbein 

(Abram) pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and 
called upon the name of the LORD. Genesis 12:8 
  
This morning as I drove along Camp Cardinal Boulevard I was thrilled when I saw that the “cross silo” was going up. 
The “cross silo” is the round part of the sanctuary that stands out to the west and will eventually bear our St. Andrew 
cross. When I began to think about that sign of God’s compassionate, grace-full reign, I felt the thrill of connection 
between some words spoken by Bill Hybels in my small group bible study and Genesis 12. Bill was reminding us that 
all we own comes from God’s hand and that we live within the gracious provision of God. As part of living under 
God’s provision we give a tithe in gratitude and obedience. Abram, traveling out in faith and trusting God’s provision, 
marked the proximal fulfillments of God’s promises by building altars to God, signposts to God’s grace and mercy. In 
that moment I realized that I am fortunate to see my giving being part of building a beautiful signpost to God’s grace, 
a signpost that will point others to Christ long after I am gone. I realized there is great joy in building altars on the 
journey as we see God fulfilling his promises. There is joy in taking steps of faith, there is joy in giving, and there is 
the great joy of witnessing the glory of God in Christ. 
  
God of grace and glory, thank you for the joy of being a member of a church that seeks to share your compassion, 
love, and grace. May our signposts point people to the glory of Jesus Christ, that all may know they are loved, 
forgiven, and born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 


