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From the Leadership 

Dear Ones, 
 
I have found, over the years, that many people often do not look forward to 
the season of Lent. Childhood memories come rushing back—the giving up 
of candy or sitting through dark and dank worship services immediately come 
to mind. Words like “sacrifice,” “discipline,” and “self-denial” are often used in 
ways that suggest that Lent is something to be endured with furrowed brows 
rather than embraced as a time of grace, spiritual growth, and renewal. 
 
Yet have you ever thought of Lent, not as a time to give something up, but 
rather as a  time to take something up?  
Each year the Church gives us six weeks 

to take a long, loving look at our lives to see if our values and priorities are in line with God’s 
desires for us. And since most of us find that we’ve wandered away from God’s path, Lent 
becomes that second chance to take up our return to God with our whole heart and soul! 
 
The prolific writer and profound spiritual leader Richard Rohr offers each of us a challenge this 
Lent—the challenge of seeing Christ everywhere.  Instead of holding our heads down during this 
season of reflection, Rohr calls us to lift our heads up so we can celebrate that Christ is the light 
that allows us to see things with clarity! 
 
May we take Rohr’s words that follow to heart—so that his message can serve as a guide for our 
Lenten journey: 
 

The Apostle John offers us a very evolutionary notion of the Christ message. He writes, 
“The true light that enlightens every person was coming into the world” (John 1:9).  
Christ is the light that allows people to see things in their fullness. The precise and 
intended effect of such a light is to see Christ everywhere else. In fact, that is my only 
definition of a true Christian. A mature Christian sees Christ in everything and everyone 
else. That is a definition that will never fail you, always demand more of you, and give you 
no reasons to fight, exclude, or reject anyone. 
 
The point of the Christian life is not to distinguish oneself from the ungodly, but to stand in radical solidarity with everyone 
and everything else. This is the intended effect of the Incarnation—symbolized by the cross, God’s great act of solidarity 
instead of judgment. Without a doubt, Jesus perfectly exemplified this seeing and thus passed it on to the rest of history. 
This is how we are to imitate Jesus, the good Jewish man who saw and called forth the divine in Gentiles like the Syro-
Phoenician woman and the Roman centurions; in Jewish tax collectors who collaborated with the Empire; in zealots who 
opposed it; in sinners of all stripes; in eunuchs, astrologers, and all those “outside the law.” Jesus had no trouble whatsoever 
with otherness. In fact, these “lost sheep” found out they were not lost to him at all and tended to become his best followers. 

 
I wish you every blessing on our journey together through these next six weeks—and may we lift our own heads high so as to see the 
Christ in every-thing and every-one we encounter along the way! 
 
Much Peace, 

Pastor Rob 

 
Rev. W. Robert (Rob) Martin, III 
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff 

A Time to Take Something Up, Not Just Give Something Up 
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From the Leadership 

Pastor Rob Martin moderated his first 
meeting of the St. Andrew Session and 
managed to adjourn after 75 minutes—a 
near-record time for conciseness and 
brevity. Several points of business were 
conducted over the course of the meeting.  
 
Pastor Rob asked the Building and 
Grounds Team to create an Ad Hoc Team 
to clarify St. Andrew’s policies when 
requests for using the building become 
more frequent as the pandemic lessens.   
 
Thomas Gibson received Session support 
for his proposed Eagle Scout project, which 
involves planting the area around dry 
detention pond with native prairie plants 

with a goal of attracting pollinators.  
 
In terms of mission, the Session approved 
the following recommendations from the 
Mission, Outreach, and Service Team:  
• $2,500 for the Eldora Chaplaincy School.  
• $3,000 for Neighborhood Centers of 
Johnson County. 
• $1,000 for the Eastern Iowa Center for 
Worker Justice.  

The Session also postponed a discussion 
of how to spend a remaining $21,000 
surplus from the 2020 annual budget. In 
January, the Session approved spending 
most of the previous’ budget surplus on 
paying down the church’s loan, offering 
one-time bonuses for staff members, and 
other various projects.  
 
The Session has asked individual teams to 
come up with proposals for the remaining 
funds, which will be considered and 
discussed during the Session Meeting set 
for 7 p.m. Thursday March 25.  
 
For information about the Session, visit 
http://saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/

Session Highlights from February 18, 2021         

Back in August 2019, when St. Andrew 
began experimenting with live-streaming its 
worship services, we didn’t realize we were 
engaging in the new theology of “hybrid 
worship.” We thought we were just 
mounting an iPad in the Sanctuary and 
giving a “back pew view” of the service for 
our homebound folks on Facebook. 
 
By the time the COVID pandemic hit in 
March 2020, we already had figured out 
how to connect the sound system to the 
livestreams, and we were making use of 
multiple phones and tablets as cameras. 
Suddenly, our remote congregation on 
YouTube had an even closer view of the 
pulpit and the organ loft than they could 
have even if sitting in a front row pew. 
 
As disruptive as COVID has been over the 
past year, it also has opened some new 
opportunities for St. Andrew and the 
broader church. DeEtte Decker, social 
media strategist for the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency, describes this current 
moment as “the intersection of the 
Digital and the Divine,” And St. Andrew’s 
Worship Team remains committed to fully 
exploring that intersection. 

We will continue to provide a “hybrid” 
experience in our worship services, 
especially now that more newly vaccinated 
members are beginning to return in-person. 
With a new video system finally in place, 
we no longer have make-shift cameras and 
microphones scattered throughout the 
Sanctuary. We now have the technological 
means for ensuring our worship planning 
focuses equally on the dozens of people 
gathering in-person as well as on the 
hundreds of people logging in online. 

The St. Andrew family has been patient 
with the pace of our on-the-job technical 
training—as well as understanding of our 
occasional technical difficulties. We ask 
that you continue to keep our Technology 
Team and Media Ministries in your prayers 
as we keep looking for new ways to reach 
out to people “in real life” — whether that 
reality is taking place in-person or on-line.  
 
—Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications  
Consultant 

St. Andrew Remains Committed to ‘Hybrid’ Worship Services 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/session
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Connecting Hearts through Arts & Music    

 

Finding liturgical banners for the 
Sanctuary’s chancel area has long been a 
Priority 1 task for St. Andrew’s Interiors 
Team. 
 
After much searching, the Team found an 
artist from Connecticut, Pam Hardiman 
(https://www.pthardiman.com), who has 
been doing banners for churches all over 
the country. Everyone loved her work—
especially in terms of the color infusion 
provided for a church season along with 
the movement that comes with the three 
panels and ribbons. 
 
The Team decided to start with the Lent 
Season as a powerful way to lead the 
congregation up to Holy Week. So the 
current banners will only be up for the six 
weeks ending in Easter. 
 
Do Martin also has made a pair of 
matching stoles for both Pastors Rob 
Martin and Kyle Otterbein to wear during 
the Lenten Season. (See the photos on 
this page. A larger photo of the banners is 
on the cover of this month’s Messenger.) 
 
The Interiors Team plans to have banners 
made for other seasons of the church 
calendar, as time and funding allows. 

Where Did Those Beautiful New Banners Come From? 

https://www.pthardiman.com/
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Renewing Lives through Healing Ministries 



 

 

Connecting Hearts through Worship Services 
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Renewing Lives through Gardens & Flowers 



 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

 Rev. W. Robert Martin III, Lead Pastor   rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emeritus pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
 John Benson, Finance Administrator      finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications Consultant jcharisc@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
 Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
 Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental 

         Ministries   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbell 

         Ministries lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director of Children’s 

         Vocal Ministries nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 
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