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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

Our togetherness (see the February Messenger) can easily lead to an exclusive group which we call a 
clique or clan. 
 

The practice of receiving a guest or a stranger graciously is highly sung in both the Old and New  
Testaments. Apart from many stories which are told as examples of hospitality in both the Old and New  
Testaments, the writer of the letter to the Hebrews urges believers, Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. (Hebrews 13:2), and then 
continues with many instances of practical hospitality. Peter places hospitality within the sphere of the gifts 
God has bestowed on every believer when he says, Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received. (1 Peter 4:9-10). 
 

Members of St. Andrew sure practice this gift of hospitality! Just ask about all the groups who are using the 
facilities which we can open to many diverse people! In this past month there was a student group  
sleeping over, Sudanese having a wedding reception, the Compeer Concert, the West High Choirs, and 
 Dorian Choral Invitational, to name a few. And we continue to have 10 Brazilian young people among us.  

 

Everything is possible because we have received the gift of hospitality. And because we have faithful people who invest in the ministry  
of showing gracious hospitality to strangers, people are hospitable without complaining! Thank you! 

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

Stewardship Directly Impacting Lives 

For the next several months in the Messenger, we will be sharing stories from people connecting the link  

between events, programs, and happenings at St. Andrew and the stewardship of our time, talent, and  

financial resources. Below are articles from Annie Potter, who headed up the Women’s Retreat this year, and  

Matthew Penning and Amy Sparks, who share about the joy of hosting 120 choir students.  

On page four, Dan Steele and Dawn Wolthuis share about the day the congregation spent discussing and  

discerning the Missional Growth of St. Andrew. 

Do you know a song that brings back good memories? Is there a 
song or a hymn that helps you feel closer to God? At the 2019 
Women’s Retreat we pondered these questions. The theme of 
the retreat was Make a Joyful Noise, and St. Andrew women 
shared memories and experiences of joy connected to the songs 
in their lives. We sang How Great Thou Art, I’ll Fly Away, This 
Little Light of Mine, and many others. On Friday night, our St. 
Andrew musicians from ETC led us in worship in The Hub.  
Meditative prayer activities were available all weekend in our 
prayer room just outside the Sanctuary. On Saturday, we broke 
into small groups for Bible study and looked at scriptures about 
joy. In John 15:11 Jesus tells us, “I have said these things to you 
that my JOY (emphasis added) may be in you, and that your 
JOY may be complete.” We were challenged to find Christ’s joy 
in all circumstances. Together we shared scrumptious meals in 
the light-filled Atrium. The retreat this year was very relaxed, and 
we found time to share a hot beverage or spend time at the craft 
table. Over seventy-five women attended this year’s retreat.  
Special thanks to Heather Woodin for helping with logistics and 
to Annette deBeer for support in the kitchen. We are grateful for 
all the women involved in the planning committee. What better 
way to warm up on a cold wintry weekend than sharing  

fellowship together in Jesus’ name!  —Annie Potter 

Hospitality 

A Note from Pastor Danie 

St. Andrew hosted over 120 students from Luther College 
(Decorah, IA), Iowa City West High, and Iowa City High for a 
special choral invitational on Thursday, January 31. It was a  
remarkable event as we witnessed the synergy between  
enthusiastic SAPC members (25 providing dinner and 22  
families hosting members of Luther's Nordic Choir  
overnight) serving the performers and die-hard Luther alumni 
who were not discouraged by the frigid and snowy weather. 
Many guests commented on our beautiful facility and were  
impressed by its capacity and organ. The Luther staff and  
faculty were very grateful to St. Andrew staff and congregation 
for their hospitality and hope to return. The whole day was 
a much needed respite from the polar vortex! Overheard  
comments included, "How great it was to hear the organ as 
part of the concert!", "We were impressed by the positive, 
thankful attitudes of the choir members, and bravo to their 
director, Andrew Last, for leading by example.", and, "It was a 
treat to share our home with two of the students. I hope we 
can do it again soon!"   —Matthew Penning & Amy Sparks 



 

 

Messenger |  March 2019   3 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

St. Andrew Happenings 

Our speaker will be Saleem Ghubril. Saleem 
will address the topic, Speaking Truth to Power: 
Lessons from the Book of Daniel. He is currently 
Executive Director of The Pittsburgh Promise 
and is a passionate advocate for children and for 
the City of Pittsburgh. If you haven’t yet  
registered (even though the registration deadline 
was February 26), check with Graham Dameron 
to see if there is still room available. Graham can 
be reached at  graham3076@gmail.com. 

Annual Blood Drive 

Our Thursday Evening Lenten Potlucks begin March 7 at 5:30 pm and 
will continue each Thursday during Lent. Please bring a dish to share; 
tableware will be provided. We will spend time in fellowship and will 
take time for a devotional each week. Questions? Contact Pastor Kyle 
at kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org. 

Ash Wednesday is March 6 

Men’s Retreat is March 2 

Thursday Evening Potlucks 

pittsburghpromise.org
mailto:graham3076@gmail.com
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
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January 27 Mission Growth Workshop 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From what strengths do we build? On Saturday, January 27, fifty-
five church volunteers gathered in the MPR to answer that  
question. From 8:00 am until almost 4:00 pm, the group labored in 
serious discussion about who we are and what we do well, all 
towards identifying our missional direction. Missional means more 
than teaching the gospel. It means focusing on the hurts and 
needs of people outside our circle of members. And it is the kind 

of direction that can engage an entire church family. 

Using an 82-page workbook, nine table groups of about six each 
addressed 12 “ministry characteristics” in turn, all toward  
understanding our strengths. Dan Steele and Dawn Wolthuis 
served as facilitators. Participants, working first as pairs, then 
table groups, rated the characteristics as they understood them, 
then added excellent ideas and key issues.  The 12  

characteristics are summarized in the table below. 

Based on the idea that “strong, healthy congregations build on 
strengths with which God blesses them,” Kennon Callahan,  
author and church consultant, observed that healthy  
congregations deliver on at least 9 of these 12 characteristics. But 

the type of characteristic is important. When a congregation builds 
relational characteristics (1-6), the satisfaction and effectiveness 
of the congregation grows accordingly. The greater the strength, 
the greater the satisfaction. Too, the characteristics are roughly in 
the order of importance with the first four being particularly im-
portant. However, the first six differ markedly from the second six, 
the functional characteristics (7-12). The second are sources only 
of dissatisfaction. That is, they must reach a certain level to avoid 
dissatisfaction, but beyond that, satisfaction does not increase. 
They must only be good enough. In general, effective  
congregations find that at least 5 of their 9 strengths are  
relational, a rating defined as 8 or above on a scale of 1 to 10.  

So what did our workshop conclude? 

Each table group rated the characteristics, then proposed which 
strengths to expand and which to add as a strength. Each group 
also identified ideas, issues, and actions associated with each 
proposal. A summary of the initial ratings is reported in this  

table (fig 1). 

So what happens 
now? The chart 
bars show the level 
of agreement. The 
longer the bar, the 
wider the views 
(high to low) from 
table to table. And 
as can be seen, the 
average ratings (the 
bullet points) show 7 
strengths (those  
rated 8 or over), two 
in the relational group 
and five in the functional group. We now begin to know more 
about where we start. Proposals about which characteristic to 
expand or add now go forward to a Missional Planning Team (the 
MPT). The team, composed of one member from each table, is 
now to meld these many observations into a revised  
understanding of mission, to derive goals and actions accordingly, 
and to propose responsibilities and timing. As they do so, they will 
also want to consider any further ideas or observations that may 
come from members unable to attend the workshop. If you find 
you want to add to the discussion, ask someone who was there 
and discuss your ideas. They can see that the ideas go forward 

as important additions for the MPT.  

When completed, the proposals of the MPT will be presented to 
the original workshop participants for review and confirmation. 
And ultimately, the work will find its way to session and the  
congregation for approval, revision, and action. Building on the 
strengths God blesses us with is an exciting idea. What a great 

place to start! Thanks to all who participated. 

—Dan Steele and Dawn Wolthuis 

Ministry Characteristics 

Figure 1 Ratings of Table Groups 
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Education 

In 2018, an award-winning  
documentary and a best-selling 
biography reminded the world that 
there was once a television  
personality who embodied the 
lessons of neighborliness,  
empathy, and compassion. Fred 
"Mister" Rogers (1928-2003) was 
more than just the man in the  
cardigan sweater who made a daily 
television visit to millions of households 
across the country. He was also a skilled  
musician, a student of cutting-edge child development  
research, an ordained Presbyterian minister, and a  

philosopher of childlike, simplistic wonder.  

On the weekend after Easter 2019 (April 25—27), St.  
Andrew Presbyterian Church invites the Eastern Iowa area to 
a series of events at the church examining the life and legacy 
of Fred Rogers. Through film, through song, and through  
in-depth conversation, we will explore how Fred Rogers  

answered the basic biblical question, "Who is my neighbor?" 

Thursday | April 25   
6:30 pm—8:30 pm  
Screening of Won’t You Be 
My Neighbor 

Join us for a screening of 
Morgan Neville’s  
documentary, which is 
being hailed as one of the 

Top 10 movies of 2018. Popcorn—along with plenty of  

Kleenex—will be provided. Childcare will also be provided. 

 

Friday | April 26  
6:30 pm—9:30 pm  
Beyond the Neighborhood 

In their Iowa City debut, The 
Keri Johnsrud and Keven 
Bales Quartet will play from 
their recent jazz album  
covering the surprisingly  
sophisticated songs written by 

Fred Rogers. 

 
 

Saturday | April 27  
6:30 pm—8:30 pm 
Who Is My Neighbor? 

Join us for an enlightening and 
inspiring conversation between 
Maxwell King, author of the 
2018 biography, The Good 
Neighbor: The Life and Work of 
Fred Rogers, and Saleem  
Ghubril, an Iowa City native, 
founder of the Pittsburgh  
Project, and director of the  
Pittsburgh Promise. Childcare 
will be provided. Together we 

will trace how that question gets answered in Iowa City as well 
as in Mr. Roger's real-life neighborhood of Pittsburgh,  

Pennsylvania.  

To find out more about the weekend’s events,  go to this page 
on our website: saintandrew-ic.org/mr-rogers or visit the 

events portion of our Facebook page. 

A Neighbor Just Like You:  

The Music & Message of 

Mr. Rogers 

saintandrew-ic.org/mr-rogers
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org/
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Cover Story: Hospitality as Worship 

With great joy, we welcome ten young adults from Brazil who are 
our first visitors through the Ministry Immersion Experience at St. 
Andrew. They all are musicians and all are committed to learning 
more about leading worship, expanding their musical skills,  
improving their English, experiencing congregational life, and  
exploring options for their future. They arrived in Iowa City on 
February 12 and will leave July 2. St. Andrew members are  
serving as host families to provide room and board. The team is 
participating in choir and other music ensembles, worship on  

Sunday, *spark*, and special events at St. Andrew and in the 
community. The students all have a connection to Shelly  
Moorman-Stahlman, former Director of Music at St. Andrew. She 
is a Professor of Music at Lebanon Valley College in Annville, 
Pennsylvania, where she started a cultural exchange program 

with Brazil. When Shelly was here in October for St. Andrew’s 
organ dedication, she asked if we would be willing to host the 
students after they spent some time at her college.  For this issue 
of the Messenger, we asked them to introduce themselves and 
tell about their life in Brazil and what they are looking forward to at 
St. Andrew. St. Andrew members are encouraged to meet the 
team. Feel free to chat with them, invite them into your home, and 
ask them to accompany you to activities and events!  
 

Concert with the Brazilians! 
Thursday, March 14 | 7:00  pm 
Join us for a special evening of music performed by our Brazilian 
Ministry Immersion participants. These ten talented musicians will 
share a variety of vocal and instrumental pieces that they first 

presented in concert at Lebanon Valley College in Pennsylvania. 

Alex | Alexander Calixto Madureira | Rio de Janeiro | 28 
I live in a small town in a border of the Rio state. Every day I go to the church where I work. During my job I  
organize the services and also the rehearsals. After work I go home and have time with my friends. I don’t live 
with my parents. I usually go to their city once in two months. I really want to know everything about your  
culture. I’m excited to participate in the church activities. I want to know everybody. 

Amanda | Amanda Feitosa dos Santos Souza | Rio de Janeiro | 24 
I live in a big city so I usually take bus or subway to get to places. I work as a flute teacher in a church and as 
a substitute teacher in an international school. Also, I am studying for my 2nd major now in music education, so 
I have classes every day of the week and usually use weekends to either relax or go out and on Sundays I go 
to church in the morning and evening. I am most looking forward to learning more about handbells (techniques, 
etc.), learning new choir repertoire, learning more about church music in general, working with the children, 
and summarizing: Improve my life as a musician and also as a Christian.  

Gabriel | Gabriel Souza Ribeiro | Rio de Janeiro | 22 
In Brazil I’m finishing my degree in music education and sacred music. I’m also finishing a course in music 
composition and arrangement. I work in the church as music coordinator (responsible for order of worship, 
selecting musical repertoire, rehearsing the band, and conducting the choir). I also work as a keyboard tutor. 
I live with my mother and older brother. I want to help in everything that is possible and thus learn to the  
maximum. I am here and I feel part of this church; this is my new family. I hope to deepen my musical 
knowledge with you and my knowledge in English (that is not too much—ha ha ha!). If possible here I want  
to learn more about clarinet, choirs, and everything else related to music. 

Bru | Bruna Marinho de Almeida | São Paulo | 26 
Actually, I’m a music teacher in a Canadian elementary private school and also work with a company that I  
created in 2016 named Handbells Brasil. We’ve made works and concerts around Brasil. I also teach piano and 
English as private classes. I sing in a professional choir for 8 years. As I am responsible for a handbells  
company in Brasil (a country which actually doesn’t know about bells). I really need to gain all the knowledge 
possible from here.  I have a passion to work with kids. I like to lead kids’ choir and create good performances 
with them. I’ve been teaching kids for more than 5 years. I also would like to make events for young adults in 
the church. I think if the church will post some pictures on social media, as a consequence, you’re going to  
attract more people to the church and, of course, make new friends for life. I am available to play handbells solo 
in the services and also be involved in any other way.  
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Cover Story continued 

Clayton | Clayton Maia Barreto Rocha | Rio de Janeiro | 21 
I actually live with my parents because I was finishing my degree in music education. I work as a pianist in my church, 
and I give some instrumental lessons. I am in second year in instrumental conducting technique course. I’m looking  
forward to new experiences so I can share my knowledge but also learn. I love to work with children and youth in choir. I 
would like to conduct the choir and the ensemble. 

Biel (be-EL) | Gabriel Guedes Barbosas Dias Alves | São Paulo | 24 
I live with my mother and stepfather. I used to play in a big band as 2nd trumpet and help my fiancée at her 
choir in church, organizing and singing tenor parts. I am looking forward to a good exchange of experiences, 
expand my musical and linguistic knowledge, and help in everything that is possible. And for sure: Make  
really good friends! 

Gi (pronounced JEE) | Giselle Justino Fonseca | Rio de Janeiro | 30 
I was history teacher for secondary and high school, and I got a master’s degree in musicology at Federal  
University of Rio de Janeiro. I give private piano and guitar lessons. I’m pianist at my church, and I work with 
beginner bands of teenagers and young people. My search is for knowledge, learning, and exchange 
experiences. 

Jessica | Jessica Siqueira de Oliveira | São Paulo | 27 
I work in two schools of music as piano teacher. My students are mostly beginners or intermediate level,  
but from different ages. I’m also pianist of a Lutheran choir in a city close to mine. I also like to write songs, 
and some of them were presented by the choir with whom I work and for some friends. I want to make 
friends, learn to communicate well with them, to celebrate our similarities and differences. I want to know 
how to organize the music department. I worked for four years as a music minister, and I would like to  
have new ideas about how to make things happen the best way possible. I want to be useful in all ways I 
can! I would love especially to have classes of composition and conducting; also some piano tips would be 
great.  There are also two things that I’m interested in: Visit the University of Iowa to know more about  
graduate studies and to know about the Suzuki School for piano. 

Mayumi (pronounced my-YOU-me) |Jessica Mayumi Prestes Carvalho | Rondonia | 26 
Last year I was music director of the First Baptist Church in Rondonia where I worked with band and 
choirs. My parents and I have a music school where I teach piano, violin, and child musicalization with  
boomwhackers and tone chimes. I’m also the concert master of the orchestra we have with the students at 
the school. In my free time I dedicate myself to violin and ballet.  I hope to share my experiences and my 
culture, improve my English and musical knowledge, and also be able to help them as much as possible as 
a musician and as a teacher. I expect to return to Brazil knowing that I made a difference. 

Tati (pronounced TA-chee) | Tatiane da Silva Souza | Rio de Janeiro | 24 
I currently hold a bachelor’s degree in pipe organ. I started last year. I lead the music ministry of the  
Second Baptist Church in Comendador Soares, a church that I have been a member of since five years of 
age. I gave private classes at the church. My expectations are so many, but the one I want to aim for is that 
even with my shyness and knowing little English I can talk to people and people have patience, so this  
will be a time of profitable learning. 
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Children’s and Family Ministries 

Two Opportunities to Serve the Youth in Our Community 

An Overnight at the Church for 3rd through 6th Graders 

Questions? Contact Heather Woodin at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 

7:00 pm to 7:00 am 
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Music Ministries 

About the Musical 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 31 

8:30 & 11:00 @ St. Andrew 
2:00 Melrose Meadows 

Mark Burrows' fantastic and  

inspiring new children's  

musical, In the Image, features a 

group of children who have just 

experienced the story of The  

Creation. And now they're  

starting to wonder what it really 

means to be created in the  

image of God. Through  

humorous, earnest exploration, 

the children discover that being 

created in the image of God  

isn't about physical  

appearance. It's a
bout  

creativity, faithfulness,  

responsibility, community, and 

the ability to find the good in 

things.  
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 Mission, Outreach, & Service 

Christ’s Call to Connect                                     by Paul Heidger 

One of the joys each year when reflecting on St. Andrew’s  
outreach to others is how our congregation’s generosity of spirit 
in mission forges personal connections with people and places, 
locally and globally. The common language of mission, Christ’s 
loving kindness, enables us to converse with those in need and  
bear witness to His love in service to those suffering from  
poverty, natural disaster, hunger, disease, or homelessness.   
We do so in Christ’s name, as individuals and as a church body, 
prayerfully, in obedience to His call to each of us, according to 
our gifts. And, in turn, those who serve are blessed with the 
Master’s words, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”  
 

I commend to each member of the St. Andrew family a careful  
re-reading of our Mission Annual Report, which both lists and 
highlights certain mission initiatives undertaken by our  
membership, be it as individuals in service to a neighbor simply 
by providing encouragement and a needed casserole from the 
Deacon’s supply; as members of a team faithfully serving locally 
in the Iowa City Free Lunch Program; as a family packing meals 
for Feed My Starving Children; or joining a St. Andrew team 
spending their spring break in mission with IMPACTO, our  
mission partner in Guatemala.   
 

But we do not serve alone—first, both our personal local efforts 
and the initiatives we support in distant global mission would be 
in vain were they not undergirded by the faithful prayer support 
of the congregation, the Prayer Ministry, and MOS.  We  
succeed only as we are connected to the Source of our calling 
to serve!  Secondly, we celebrate being a connectional member 
church within our denomination, our synod, and presbytery.  
These bodies resource the needs of regional and global  
mission, and of domestic and global relief efforts (floods,  
hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, wildfires, famine,  
epidemics) well beyond the scope of individual congregations.  

 

And these bodies depend, in turn, upon our faithful financial  
stewardship. Just for example, $3,500 in St. Andrew relief  
support was distributed in 2018 by the Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance program for hurricane aid on the US East Coast and 
Puerto Rico, and an additional $1,000 by IMPACTO for volcanic 
eruption relief in Guatemala.  Or perhaps you’ve become aware 

(from a very careful reading of the Annual Report!) that  
St. Andrew contributions to Presbyterian hunger relief during  
our Alternative Christmas Gift Market were sufficient to send six 
piglets, two pair of goats, 11 families of chickens, and numerous 
assorted gardening tools in support of family agricultural  
self-sufficiency in global areas of need!  

 

Our church’s contributions 
to the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency also helped  
support the mission work 
and visits to St. Andrew 
this past summer of PC
(USA) career mission  
co-workers in Indonesia, 
Bernie and  Farsijana  
Adeney-Risakotta, and of 
Rev. Jerome Bizimana, 
Presbyterian International 
Peacemaker from Rwanda. 

 

In closing, MOS is excited to 
share that we are now “connected 
up” to the e-bulletin board  
installed in the Atrium devoted to 
highlighting news from those  
under our support in the mission 
field, as well as opportunities for 
us to serve. Members of MOS 
look forward to meeting  
interested church members there 
to resource and encourage  
participation in St. Andrew-related 
mission and outreach  
opportunities.   

Image from the volcanic eruption in Guatemala, June 2018. 

Paul and Rev. Jerome Bizimana 

Bernie & Farsijana  
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 Financials 

Every per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by  
freeing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The 
rate for 2019 is $38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 



 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

  Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” deBeer, Interim Pastor  ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

       Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus  pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

Office 
  John Benson, Finance Administrator       finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.  sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org 
 

 

Children, Youth, & Families 
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries  rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries  hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 
  

Music 
  Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries  mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min.   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Director  lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Director  nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Christopher Arp, Intern  arpch01@gmail.com  

Non Profit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Permit Number 66 

Iowa City, IA 

Address Service Requested 
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third  
Thursday of most months. To look at the minutes from any Session 

meeting, follow this link (saintandrew-ic.org/about/session). 

Caregiving Summit March 9 

St. Andrew is known as a caring congregation among many of our 
members. How are we doing in supporting our congregation and/or 
those in our larger community? The Stephen Ministry leadership team 
has invited representatives of Session, Deacons, Prayer Ministry, 
Hospitality, True Moms, Oaknoll, and  Knitting/Sewing for Others to a 
Caregiving Summit on Saturday, March 9. Our goal is to advance the 
continuity of caring we provide through St. Andrew. If you’d like to 
provide input, please speak with Pastor Kyle Otterbein or one of the 
Stephen Leaders: Graham Dameron (graham3076@gmail.com), Ted 
Potter (thelawlibrarian@gmail.com), or Mary Beth Ross 
(iawoodsunrise@gmail.com).  

St. Andrew Caregiving Summit 
March 9 | 1:00 pm | 5th/6th Grade Classroom 
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