
November 1, 2021

Dear Ones,

As we move into this season of stewardship, a time when we reflect on what we will offer to the church in the

coming year, I am reminded of a short question found in Spencer Johnson’s cultural classic Who Moved My

Cheese?:

“What would you do if you weren’t afraid?”

That question has rattled around in my head and heart for years. I have asked it of myself when I have had to make

tough decisions or when I’ve been hesitant to move ahead on a challenging project. I have reflected on this

question when I have been stuck or stymied or far too still in my actions or reactions. I have even asked this

question when I have allowed old hurts or old habits to limit my present actions and activities. But I have never

asked this question of myself from the perspective of Stewardship: what I give (or don’t give) to the work and

witness of the church. What would I do if I weren’t afraid?

The theme for this year’s stewardship campaign is Fearless Giving, a theme based on Paul’s Letter to the

Church in Ephesus. In the midst of a city where wealth was abundant and resources were plentiful, in the midst of a

culture where the least and the last were seen as discardable commodities, Paul encouraged the members of the

Ephesian community to fearlessly live into the message of Christ and not the mandates of Rome. “Through us,”

Paul wrote, “God is attempting to do awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, things far greater

than we could ever ask for or imagine!”

But here’s the thing! Too often our collective imagination as a community of faith is not immeasurable but limited.

Too often we give out of a sense of scarcity rather than out of an attitude of abundance; we fret about our individual

“purses” rather than funding our collective purpose; we talk franticly about numbers rather than focusing on how the

church is faithfully blessing people’s lives in innumerable ways!



Yet the people of St. Andrew, as a faith community, endeavor to give a substantive portion of our financial resources

not out of a place of fear but rather out of a perspective of fearlessness! In mission giving, in volunteer service, in

vision for the new building, we are well known in the community. What would God do through us—what

could we do collectively—when we act unafraid?

Over the next few weeks, I encourage you to prayerfully consider what God enables you to give financially to the

church’s present work and its future witness. Be fearless in that reflection and be courageous in your consideration.

For, as Marilynne Robinson writes in her book Gilead, we must embrace a preceding courage “that will allow us to

be fearless—that is, to acknowledge that there is more beauty than our eyes can bear, that precious things

have been put in our hands and to do nothing to honor them is to do great harm. And therefore, this fearlessness

allows us to make ourselves useful … It allows us to be generous!”

As you believe that God is doing awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, through us here on Gathering Place

Lane, as you believe that God can do things far greater than we could ever ask for or imagine in the future, be

courageous in your consideration and fearless in your gift. And through your giving, may you come to know

patience (which is the capacity to embrace God in the present), trust (which is the willingness to relinquish to God

the future), and community (which is God's gift of fellow travelers on The Way).

With faith in your capacity and capability to give, I thank you in advance for your fearlessness in supporting

this blessed community known as St. Andrew!

Much Peace,

Pastor Rob
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